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Few of our young people now read the Bible from choice : 
and few parents now care to force it upon them. Many 
reasons might be cited for this; and, while some of these 
reasons would unquestionably be of an ominous character, 
others would only indicate the growth of an awakened and 
discriminating moral sense. But, whatever the cause of the 
present partial alienation of our young people from the Bible, 
it cannot be doubted that it is not good for them to grow up 
without some systematic knowledge of it. So much of it, at 
all events, ought to be laid before them as would make them 
generally acquainted with its contents, and possibly induce 
them, in good time, to study it for themselves. 

For a long tiipe I have felt the need of some book that 
would give, in a shortened form, the actual contents of the 
Bible : — not edifying extracts merely, but closely connected 
selections that would fully set forth the letter and the spirit 
of each separate Book. I did not want a book of explanations, 
or moral lessons, or inferences, or criticisms, or the story of the 
Bible told in some modern person's worda I wanted the Bible 
itself, in an abbreviated form, but with a few necessary words 
of explanation, from stage to stage. Such a book I could never 
find. Books of the kind were too reticent or too critical; 
too orthodox or too rationalistic ; too fragmentary or too full ; 
and so, after waiting for several years, there seemed nothing 
for it but to attempt the work myself. This book is the 
result ; and if other parents and teachers feel as I have felt, 
and want what I have wanted, I may hope that it may be 
useful to others, as I believe it will be to me. 

We seem at present to stand between two extremes. On 
the one hand, there are those who, believing that every part of 
the Bible is the infallible word of God, will not touch or 
interfere with a syllable of it ; and, on the other hand, there 
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are those who feel it to be their mission to refute where others 
adore. The middle path is wanted at times, and I trust that 
this book may at least indicate what will be increasingly 
wanted as we cease to act either as Bibliolaters or iconoclasts. 

Books of criticism and controversy, or even of assault, have 
their place and value; but, for certain purposes, we need 
books of mere exposition ; and such a book this, in the main, 
was, at all events, meant to be. 

The extracts selected will, I trust, be found to be, not mere 
fragments, but related passages which, in some cases, from the 
omission of repetitions or extraneous matter, may make even 
more clear the connectedness of a story or the unity of a 
Book : — and I am not without hope that even those who are 
not "beginners," may find it profitable and enlightening to 
read the Bible through in this ediortened form. 

John Page Hopps. 



AN INTRODUCTION TO THE BIBLE, FOR BEGINNERa 



The Bible (sometimes called the Scriptures, i,e., writings) 
consists of two parts, called The Old Testament and The New 
Testainent The word "Testament" here means CovenmU, and 
is used as the name for these books, because they are supposed 
to contain the covenants which God has made with man. 

The Old Testament contains what may be called the sacred 
or religious books of the Jews; These books were written at 
different times, by different persons, in different circumstances ; 
but all in the Hebrew language, or in some dialect of Hebrew. 

It is hardly correct, however, to say that they were written 
as books ; for most of the books are compilations ; one book 
sometimes containing fragments of different narratives written 
by different persons many years apart, as, for instance, the 
Book of Genesis and the Book of the Prophet Isaiah. 

The most ancient portions of the Old Testament were pro- 
bably written about 2800 years ago; and the most modem 
portions about 2000 years ago. The Old Testament gradually 
grew into its present form and size. 

As to the actual writers or compilers of the various books, 
very little is really known ; but it is certain that the ancient 
Hebrews regarded the books of the Old Testament with the 
greatest possible reverence, and that they guarded them with 
the greatest care. A Greek translation of the Old Testament, 
called the Septuagint, was made about 1900 to 2000 years ago. 

The New Testament contains the books that may, in like 
manner, be called the sacred or religious books of Christians. 
These l>ooks tell the st<ny of the life of Jesus, and include also 
some remarkable epistles or letters written to the early Chris- 
tians of Home, Corinth, Galatia, etc., by some of the great 
apostles. These books were written in the Greek language, 
between 1600 and 1800 years ago. 

Although the Old and New Testaments are now bound 
together, and generally called The Bible, the Jews do not 
recognise the New Testament. They, in fact, dislike it. But 
most Christians consider that the Old and New Testaments 
are both sacred ; and many think that they contain one con- 
nected revelation from God ; but others think that these books 
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are not consistent, and that, although they are all very important 
and instructive, they are not all equally useful, good, or true. 
Indeed, it is only too plain that some things in the Bible are 
not useful, good, or true at all; though many things are, beyond 
all comparison, beautiful, elevating, and inspiring. 

Many still hold to the opinion that whatever is attributed 
to God in the Bible really proceeded from Him ; but others 
think that the various writers, or the persons written about, 
frequently mistook their own thoughts and feelings for the 
inspiration of God. It may suffice to say, and it ought to be 
said, that the phrase ''The Lord said,'' or "Thus saith the 
Lord,'' does not necessarily carry with it the certainty that the 
record really contains the very word of God. The speaker or 
writer may have thought that God commanded or that God 
inspired, but we ought to be free to judge, and our very rever- 
ence for God ought to make us free to judge, whether that which 
is imputed to Him is worthy of Him, and likely to be true. 

Of course the original writings have long ceased to exist. 
All the manuscripts we now have are only copies. The oldest 
manuscripts of the Old Testament are not more than 900 
years old, and even these are imperfect. The Hebrew ver- 
sion of the Old Testament now in use was made about 200 
years ago. Copies of the books of the New Testament are 
much older, and some, now in our great libraries and museums, 
are from 1200 to 1500 vears old. But the version of the 
Greek Testament generally accepted was made up from various 
manuscripts and versions only about 300 years ago. 

A great many translations of the Bible have been made. 
The one now generally used in England is called "The 
authorised version," because, in the reign of King James (1611) 
it was issued by the King's command or under his patronage. 
In the year 1881, a company of learned persons appointed by 
the Convocation of Canterbury, published what is now called 
the " Bevised version " of the New Testament ; and a similar 
version of the Old Testament, prepared by another company of 
revisers, is nearly ready for publication. But, in all cases, 
the ''authorised version" will be used in this book; not 
because it is the best, but because, for our purpose, it will be 
most convenient 

Words put between brackets [ ] are not in the Bible. 
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THE BIBLE FOR BEGINNERS. 



^^ 



THE BOOK OF GENESIS. 

The word ^ Agenesis" means creation, or production; and the Book is 
called by that name because it gives an account of the way in 
which the writer, or writers, thought all visible things came into 
being. 



1. 

1 In the beginning God 
created the heaven and the 
earth : and the earth was 
without form, and void; and 
darkness was upon the face of 
the deep. And the Spirit of 
God moved upon the face of 
the waters. 

2 And God said, Let there 
be light : and there was light. 
And God saw the light, that 
it was 2ood : and God divided 
the light from the darkness. 
And God called the light Day, 
and the darkness he called 
Night. And the evening and 
the morning were the first 
day. 

3 And God said. Let there 
be a firmament in the midst of 
the waters, and let it divide 
the waters from the Waters. 
And God made the firmament, 
and divided the waters which 
were under the firmament from 
the waters which were above 
the firmament : and it was so. 
And God called the firmament 



Heaven. And the evening 
and the morning were the 
second day. 

4 And God said. Let the 
waters under the heaven be 
gathered together unto one 
place, and let the dry land 
appear; and it was so. And 
God called the dry land Earth ; 
and the gathering together of 
the waters called he Seas : and 
God saw that it was good. 

5 And God said. Let the 
earth bring forth grass, the 
herb yielding seed, and the 
fruit tree yielding fruit after 
his kind, whose seed is in itself, 
upon the earth ; and it was so : 
and God saw that it was good. 
And the evening and the morn- 
ing were the third day. 

6 And God said. Let there 
be lights in the firmament of 
the heaven to divide the day 
from the night ; and let them 
be for signs, and for seasons, 
and for days, and years : and 
let them be for lights in the 
firmament of the heaven to 
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give light upon the earth ; and 
it was so. 

7 And God made two great 
lights; the greater light to 
rule the day, and the lesser 
light to rale the night; he 
made the stars also. And God 
set them in the firmament of 
the heaven to give light upon 
the earth, and to rule over the 
day and over the night, and to 
divide the light from the dark- 
ness : and God saw that it was 
good. And the evening and the 
morning were the fourth day. 

8 And God said, Let the 
waters bring forth abundantly 
the moving creature that hath 
life, and fowl that may fly 
above the earth in the open 
firmament of heaven. And 
God created great whales, and 
every living creature that mov- 
eth^ which the waters brought 
forth abundantly, after their 
kind, and every winged fowl 
after his kind : and God saw 
that it was good. 

9 And God blessed them, 
saying. Be fruitful, and multi- 
ply, and fill the waters in the 
seas, and let fowl multiply in 
the earth. And the evening 
and the morning were the fifth 
day. 

10 And God said, Let the 
earth bring forth the living 
creature after his kind, cattle, 
and creeping thing, and beast 
of the earth after his kind; 
and it was so : and God saw 
that it was good. 



11 And God said, Let us 
make man in our image, after 
our likeness; and let them 
have dominion over the fish of 
the sea, and over the fowl of 
the air, and over the cattle, 
and over all the earth, and 
over every creeping thing that 
creepeth upon the earth. So 
God created man in his own 
image, in the image of God 
created he him; male and 
female created he them. 

12 And God blessed them, 
and God said unto them. Be 
fruitful, and multiply, and re- 
plenish the earth, and subdue 
it; and have dominion over 
the fish of the sea, and over 
the fowl of the air, and over 
every living thing that moveth 
upon the earth. 

13 And God said. Behold, 
I have given you every herb 
bearing seed, which is upon, 
the face of all the earth, and 
every tree, in the which is the 
fruit of a tree yielding seed ; 
to you it shall be for meat. 
And to every beast of the 
earth, and to every fowl of the 
air, and to every thing that 
creepeth upon the earth, where- 
in there is life, I have given 
every green herb for meat; 
and it was so. 

14 And God saw every 
thing that he had made, and, 
behold, it was very good. And 
the evening and the morning 
were the sixth day. 

15 Thus the heavens and 
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the earth were finished, and 
all the host of them. And 
on the seventh day God ended 
his work which he had made ; 
and he rested on the seventh 
day from all his work which 
he had piade: and God 
blessed the seventh day, and 
sanctified it, because that in 
it he had rested from all his 
work which God created and 
made. 

16 And the Tjord God 
formed man of the dust of the 
ground, and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life ; and 
man became a living soul. 
And the Lord God planted a 
garden eastward in Eden ; and 
there he put the man whom 
he had formed. 

17 And out of the ground 
made the Lord God to grow 
every tree that is pleasant to 
the sight, and good for food ; 
the tree of life also in the midst 
of the garden, and the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil. 
And the* Lord God took the 
man, and put him into the 
garden of Eden to dress it and 
to keep it. 

18 And the Lord God com- 
manded the man, saying. Of 
every tree of the garden thou 
mayest freely eat ; but of the 
tree of the knowledge of good 



and evil thou shalt not eat of 
it : for in the day that thou 
eatest thereof thou shalt surely 
die. 

19 And the Lord God said. 
It is not good that the man 
should be alone ; I will make 
him a help meet for him. And 
out of the ground the Lord 
God formed every beast of the 
field, and every fowl of the 
air; and brought them unto 
Adam to see what he would 
call them : and whatsoever 
Adam called every living crea- 
ture, that was the name there- 
of : but for Adam there was 
not found a help meet for him. 

20 And the Lord God 
caused a deep sleep to fall 
upon Adam, and he slept : and 
he took one of his ribs, and 
closed up the flesh instead 
thereof; and the rib which 
the Loi^ God had taken from 
man, made he a woman, and 
brought her unto the man : 
and Adam said. This is now 
bone of my bones, and flesh of 
my flesh : she shall be called 
Woman,^ because she was 
taken out of man. 



2. 

1 Now the serpent was more 
subtle than any beast of the 
field which the Lord God had 



- Of course, this is only the translation of the actual word used in the 
original. The Hebrew words for man and woman are ish and ishay isha 
being merely a feminine form of iah. Our word looman is a corruption 
of the old Anglo-Saxon word iD\fman, or wi/e-man. 
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made : and he said unto the 
woman, Yea, hath God said, 
Ye shall not eat of every tree 
of the garden ? 

2 And the woman said unto 
the serpent, We may eat of 
the fruit of the trees of the 
garden ; but of the fruit of the 
tree which is in the midst of 
the garden, God hath said. Ye 
shall not eat of it, neither shall 
ye touch it, lest ye die. 

3 And the serpent said unto 
the woman. Ye shall not surely 
die : for God doth know that 
in the day ye eat thereof, then 
your eyes shall be opened, and 
ye shall be as gods, knowing 
good and evil. 

4. And when the woman 
saw that the tree was good for 
food, and that it was pleasant 
to the eyes, and a tree to be 
desired to make one wise, she 
took of the fruit thereof, and 
did eat, and gave also unto her 
husband with her, and he did 
eat. 

5. And they heard the voice 
of the Lord God walking in 
the garden in the cool of the 
day : and Adam and his wife 
hid themselves from the pres- 
ence of the Lord God amongst 
the trees of the garden. 

6 And the Lord God called 
unto Adam, and said unto him. 
Where art thou ? ^ And he 
said, I heard thy voice in the 
garden, and I was afraid, be- 
cause I was naked ; and I hid 
myself. And he said. Who 



told thee that thou wast naked? 
Hast thou eaten of the tree, 
whereof I commanded thee 
that thou shouldest not eat] 

7 And the man said, The 
woman whom thou gavest to 
be with me, she gave me of 
the tree, and I did eat. And 
the Lord God said unto the 
woman. What is this that thou 
hast dope? And the woman 
said, The serpent beguiled me, 
and I did eat. 

8 And the Lord God said. 
Behold, the man has become 
as one of us, to know good and 
evil : and now, lest he put 
forth his hand and take silso 
of the tree of life, and eat, and 
live for ever, therefore the 
Lord God sent him forth from 
the garden of Eden, to till the 
ground from whence he was 
taken. 

9 So he drove out the man ; 
and he placed at the east of 
the garden of Eden cherubim, 
and a flaming sword which 
turned every way, to keep the 
way of the tree of Ufa 



3. 

1 [Adam and Eve had two 
sons, Cain and Abel. Cain 
was of a morose and jealous 
disposition, and one day he 
rose up against his brother 
and slew him.] 

2 And the Lord said unto 
Cain, Where is Abel thy bro- 
ther? And he said, I know 
not: am I my brother's 
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keeper? And he said, What 
hast thou done) the voice of 
thy brother's blood crieth unto 
me from the ground. And 
now art thou cursed from the 
earth, which hath opened her 
mouth to receive thy brother's 
blood from thy hand : when 
thou tillest the ground, it 
shall not henceforth yield unto 
thee her strength ; a fugitive 
and a vagabond shalt thou be 
in the earth. 

3 And Cain said unto the 
Lord, My punishment is greater 
than I can bear. Behold, 
thou hast driven me out this 
day from the face of the earth ; 
and from thy face shall I be 
hid ; and I shall be a fugitive 
and a vagabond in the earth. 



1 And it came to pass, when 
men began to multiply on the 
face of the earth, God saw that 
the wickedness of man was 
great, and that every imagina- 
tion of the thoughts of his heart 
was only evil continually : and 
it repented the Lord that he 
had made man. 

2 And the Lord said, I will 
destroy man whom I have 
created, from the face of the 
earth; both man, and beast, 
and the creeping thing, and 
the fowls of the air; for it 
repenteth me that I have made 
them. But Noah found grace 
in the eyes of the Lord. 

3 And God said unto Noah, 



The end of all flesh is come 
before me; for the earth is 
filled with violence through 
them ; and, behold, I will de- 
stroy theok with the earth. 
Make thee an ark of gopher 
wood ; rooms shalt thou make 
in the ark, and shalt pitch it 
within and without with pitch. 
And this is the fashion which 
thou shalt make it of: The 
length of the ark shall be three 
hundred cubits, the breadth of 
it fifty cubits, and the height 
of it thirty cubits. A window 
shalt thou make to the ark, 
and in a cubit shalt thou finish 
it above ; and the door of the 
ark shalt thou set in the side 
thereof; with lower, second, 
and third stories shalt thou 
make it. 

4 And, behold, I^ even I, 
do bring a flood of waters 
upon the earth, to destroy all 
flesh, wherein is the breath of 
life, from under heaven : and 
everything that is in the earth 
shall die. But with thee will 
I establish my covenant ; and 
thou shalt come into the ark, 
thou, and thy sons, and thy 
wife, and thy sons' wives with 
thee. 

5 And of every living thing 
of all flesh, two of every sort 
shalt thou bring into the ark, 
to keep them alive with thee ; 
they shall be male and female. 
Of fowls after their kind, and 
of cattle after their kind, of 
every creeping thing of the 
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earth after his kind, two of 
every sort shall come unto 
thee, to keep them alive. And 
take thou unto thee of all food 
that is eaten ; and it shall be 
for food for thee, and for them. 

6 And the Lord shut him 
in. And the flood was forty 
days upon the earth ; and the 
waters increased, and bare up 
the ark, and it was lift up 
above the earth. And the 
waters prevailed, and were 
increased greatly upon the 
earth ; and the ark went upon 
the face of the waters, and all 
the high hills, that were under 
the whole heaven, were covered. 

7 And all flesh died that 
moved upon the earth, both of 
fowl, and of cattle, and of 
beast, and of every creeping 
thing that creepeth upon the 
earth, and every man : all in 
whose nostrils was the breath 
of life, of all that was in the 
dry land, died. 

8 And every living substance 
was destroyed which was upon 
the face of the ground, both 
man, and cattle, and the creep- 
ing things, and the fowl of 
the heaven; and they were 
destroyed from the earth : and 
Noah only remained alive, and 
they that were with him in the 
ark. And the waters pre- 
vailed upon the earth a hun- 
dred and flfty days. 

9 [At last the waters dis- 
appeared, and the earth began 
to show signs of life. A dove. 



sent out of the ark, returned 
with an olive leaf in its mouth; 
and, on bein^ sent forth again, 
returned no more.] 

10 And Noah went forth, 
and his sons, and his wife, and 
his sons' wives with him: 
every beast, every creeping 
thing, and every fowl, and 
whatsoever creepeth upon the 
earth, after their kindis, went 
forth out of the ark. 

11 And the Lord smelled 
a sweet savour ; and the Lord 
said in his heart, I will not 
again curse the ground any 
more for man's sake ; for the 
imagination of man's heart is 
evil from his youth ; neither 
will I again smite any more 
every thing living, as I have 
done. While the earth re- 
maineth, seedtime and harvest, 
and cold and heat, and sum- 
mer and winter, and day 
and night shall not cease. 

12 And God blessed Noah 
and his sons, and said unto 
them, Befruitful, and multiply, 
and replenish the earth ; and 
God said. This is the token of 
the covenant which I make 
between me and you and every 
living creature that is with 
you, for perpetual generations : 
I do set my bow in the cloud, 
and it shall be for a token of a 
covenant between me and the 
earth. 

13 And it shall come to 
pass, when I bring a cloud 
over the earth, that the bow 
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shall be seen in the cloud : and 
I will remember my covenant, 
which is between me and jou 
and every living creature of 
all flesh ; and the waters shall 
no more become a flood to 
destroy all flesh. And the 
bow shall be in the cloud ; and 
I will look upon it, that I may 
remember the everlasting cov- 
enant between God and every 
living creature of all flesh that 
is upon the earth. ^ 



5. 

1 And the whole earth was 
of one language, and of one 
speech. And it came to pass, 
sa they journeyed from the 
east, that they found a plain 
in the land of Shinar; and 
they dwelt there. 

2 And they said one to 
another, Go to, let us make 
brick, and bum them through- 
ly. And they had brick for 
stone, and slime had they for 
mortar. And they said. Go 
to, let us build us a city and 



a tower, whose top may reach 
unto heaven ; and let us make 
us a name, lest we be scattered 
abroad upon the face of the 
whole earth. 

3 And the Lord came down 
to see the city and the tower, 
which the children of men 
builded. And the Lord said. 
Behold, the people is one, and 
they have all one language; 
and this they begin to do: 
and now nothing will be re- 
strained from them, which 
they have imagined to do. 
Go to, let us go down, and 
there confpund their language, 
that they may not understand 
one another's speech. 

4 So the Lord scattered 
them abroad from thence upon 
the face of all the earth : and 
they left off to build the city. 
Therefore is the name of it 
called Babel; because the 
Lord did there confound the 
language of all the earth : and 
from thence did the Lord scat- 
ter them abroad upon the face 
of all the earth. ^ 



^ This beautifal legend of the rainbow is a charming specimen of what 
we must call the imaginative or poetic parts of the Bible. We now 
know that the rainbow is a perfectly natural phenomenon, that it is as 
old as sunshine, rain, and cloud, and that it must have been seen in the 
heavens as far back as the time when there were any eyes to see it. If 
we take Noah as representing one period, and Adam and Eve as 
representing another period, we may say that the rainbow spanned 
Paradise lost as truly as it shone over the deserted ark. 

^ This is another instance of an imaginative attempt to account for a 
great natural fact. But we know that the ancient languages were all 
gradually developed, just as all modern languages have, in a perfectly 
natural manner, grown out of them. It may here be said, once for all, 
that man, and all that belongs to him, have been very slowly developed 
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6. 

1 [The record of the life of 
Abraham follows. His father, 
Terah, migrated '* from Ur of 
the Chaldees, to go into the 
land of Canaan;" bat he 
settled at Haran on the way : 
and, after his death, Abraham 
went on, southward, for the 
Lord had said unto him,] Get 
thee out of thy country, and 
from thy kindred, and from 
thy father's house, unto a 
land that I will shew thee : 

2 And I will make of thee 
a great nation, and I will 
bless thee, and make thy name 
great and thou shalt be a 
blessing: and I will bless 
them that bless thee, and curse 
him that curseth thee : and in 
thee shall all families of the 
earth be blessed. 

3 So Abraham departed, 
as the Lord had spoken unto 
him : and Lot went with him : 
and Abraham was seventy and 
five years old when he de- 
parted out of Haran. 

4 [Abraham, in time, be- 
came a rich and powerful chief 
in the land of Canaan, the 
founder of the Hebrew race 
and nation; and, after his 
death, Isaac, his best beloved 
son, became the head of his 
people in his stead. It was 
this Isaac that Abraham took, 



as a lad, to one of the moun- 
tains of Moriah, for the pur- 
pose of offering him as a burnt 
sacrifice, at what he believed 
was the command of Grod. 
But the angel of the Lord, it 
is said, stayed his hand after 
he had fully shewn his willing- 
ness to obey. When Isaac 
was old and blind, and the 
time came for the blessing of 
one of his sons as the recog- 
nised leader of his tribe, Jacob 
by fraud got the blessing in- 
stead of his elder brother 
Esau, to whom it really be- 
longed; but it could not be 
recalled; and Isaac sent him 
away to a far distant place, to 
the home of his mother's 
father.] 

5 And Jacob went out from 
Beer-sheba, and went toward 
Haran; and he lighted upon 
a certain place, and tarried 
there all night, because the 
sun was set; and he took of the 
stones of that place, and put 
them for his pillows, and lay 
down in that place to sleep. 

6 And he dreamed, and 
behold a ladder set up on the 
earth, and the top of it reached 
to heaven: and behold the 
angels of God ascending and 
descending on it. 

7 And, behold, the Lord 
stood above it, and said, I am 



or evolved, but always from lower to higher things. The slow-working 
laws of the great Creator have produced man thus far, and those same 
laws are producing him still. The creation of the world and of man is 
still going on, — and as it always did. 
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the Lord God of Abraham thy 
father, and the God of Isaac : 
the land whereon thou liest, 
to thee will I give it, and to 
thy seed : and thy seed shall 
be as the dust of the earth, 
and thou shalt spread abroad 
%o the west, and to the east, 
and to the north, and to the 
south : and in thee and in thy 
seed shall all the families of 
the earth be blessed. 

8 And, behold, I am with 
thee, and will keep thee in all 
places whither thou goest, and 
will bring thee again into this 
land ; for I will not leave thee, 
until I have done that which 
I have spoken to thee of. And 
Jacob awaked out of his sleep, 
and he said. Surely the Lord is 
in this place : and I knew it not. 

9 And he called the name 
of that place Beth-el ^ : but the 
name of that city was called 
Luz at the first. Then Jacob 
went on his journey, and came 
into the land of the people of 
the east. 

10 [After a time, Jacob re- 
turned to Canaan, and, on his 
way, was met by a mysterious 
being who changed his name 
to Israel. Then, on the death 
of his father, Isaac, he took 
up his abode in the land, with 
his family.] 



7. 
1 Now Israel loved Joseph 



more than all his children, 
because he was th& son of his 
old age ; and he made him a 
coat of many colours. And 
when his brethren saw that 
their father loved him more 
than all his brethren, they 
hated him, and could not speak 
peaceably unto him. 
. 2 And Joseph dreamed a 
dream, and he told it his 
brethren : and they hated him 
yet the more. And he said 
unto them. Hear, I pray you, 
this dream which I have 
dreamed : for, behold, we were 
binding sheaves in the field, 
and, lo, my sheaf arose, and 
also stood upright; and, be- 
hold, your sheaves stood round 
about, and made obeisance to 
my sheaf. 

3 And his brethren said to 
him, Shalt thou indeed reign 
over us ? or shalt thou indeed 
have dominion over us 1 And 
they hated him yet the more 
for his dreams, and for his 
words. 

4c And he dreamed yet 
another dream, and told it his 
brethren, and said, Behold, I 
have dreamed a dream more : 
and, behold, the sun and the 
moon and the eleven stars 
made obeisance to me. 

5 And he told it to his 
father, and to his brethren : 
and his father rebuked him, and 
said unto him. What is this 



1 "Beth," Hebrew for houscy and "El," God. 
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dream that thou hast dreamed? 
Shall I and thy mother and thy 
brethren indeed come to bow 
down ourselves to thee to the 
earth? And his brethren 
envied him; but his father 
observed the saying. 

6 And his brethren went to 
feed their father's flock in 
Shechem. And Isfael said 
unto Joseph, Do not thy 
brethren feed the flock in 
Shechem? come, and I will 
send thee unto them. And 
he said to him, Here. am I. 
And he said to him, Go, I 
pray thee, see whether it be 
well with thy brethren, and 
well with the flocks; and 
bring me word again. So he 
sent him out of the vale of 
Hebron, and he came to 
Shechem. 

7 And a certain man found 
him, and, behold, he was wan- 
dering in the fleld: and the 
man asked him, saying. What 
seekest thou? And he said, 
I seek my brethren : tell me, 
I pray thee, where they feed 
their flocks. And the man 
said. They are departed hence: 
for I heard them say, Let us 
go to Dothan. And Joseph 
went after his brethren, and 
found them in Dothan. 

8 And when they saw him 
afar off, even before he came 
near unto them, they conspired 
against him to slay him. And 
they said one to another. 
Behold, this dreamer cometh. 



Come now therefore, and let 
us slay him, and cast him into 
some pit, and we will say, 
Some evil beast hath devoured 
him: and we shall see what 
will become of his dreams. 

9 And E«euben heard it, 
and he delivered him out of 
their hands ; and said. Let us 
not kill him. And Keuben 
said unto them. Shed no blood, 
but cast him into this pit that 
is in the wilderness, and lay 
no hand upon him : that he 
might rid him out of their 
hands, to deliver him to his 
father again. 

10 And it came to pass, 
when Joseph was come unto 
his brethren, that they stript 
Joseph out of his coat, his 
coat of many colours that was 
on him; and they took him 
and cast him into a pit : and 
the pit was empty, there was 
no water in it 

11 And they sat down to 
eat bread : and they lifted up 
their eyes and looked, and, 
behold, a company of Ish- 
maelites came from Gilead 
with their camels, bearing 
spicery and balm and myrrh, 
going to carry it down to 
Egypt. 

12 And Judah said unto his 
brethren. What profit is it if 
we slay oar brother, and con- 
ceal his blood ? Come, and let 
us sell him to the Ishmaelites, 
and let not our hand be upon 
him; for he is our brother and 
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our flesh. And his brethren 
were content. 

1 3 And they drew and lifted 
up Joseph out of the pit, and 
sold Joseph to the Ishmaelites 
for twenty pieces of silver; 
and they brought Joseph into 
ilgypt. 

14 And Reuben returned 
unto the pit; and, behold, 
Joseph was not in the pit; 
and he rent his clothes. And 
he returned unto his brethren, 
and said, The child is not; 
and I, whither shall I go ? 

15 And they took Joseph's 
coat, and killed a kid of the 
goats, and dipped the coat in 
the blood ; and they sent the 
coat of many colours, and they 
brought it to their father ; and 
said, This have we found : 
know now whether it be thy 
son's coat or no. And he 
knew it, and said. It is my 
son's coat ; an evil beast hath 
devoured him ; Joseph is with- 
out doubt rent in pieces. 

16 And Jacob rent his 
clothes, and put sackcloth 
upon his loins, and mourned 
for his son many days. And 
all his sons and all his daugh- 
ters rose up to comfort him ; 
but he refused to be comforted ; 
and he said, For I will go 
down into the grave unto my 
son mourning. Thus his 
father wept for him. 

17 And the Midianites sold 
him into Egypt unto Potiphar, 
an officer of Pharaoh's, and 
captain of the guard. 



18 [In Egypt, Joseph, after 
a time of great temptation and 
trouble, rapidly rose to a posi- 
tion of the highest influence, 
and was finally set over all 
Egypt by Pharaoh, the king. 

19 During a period of seven 
years of plenty, he stored up 
an immense quantity of grain, 
which became of enormous 
importance during a long 
famine that immediately fol- 
lowed.] 

20 And the famine was over 
all the face of the earth: and 
Joseph opened all the store- 
houses, and sold unto the 
Egyptians; and the famine 
waxed sore in the land of 
Egypt. And all countries 
came into Egypt to Joseph for 
to buy com ; because that the 
famine was so sore in all lands. 

21 [Amongst the rest came 
Jacob's sons, who were sent 
by their father to buy com: 
and Joseph recognised them, 
though they knew him not; 
and, after making them under- 
go many trials, he made him- 
self known to them.] 

22 And Joseph said unto 
his brethren, I am Joseph; 
doth my father yet live ? And 
his brethren could not answer 
him; for they were troubled 
at his presence. 

23 And Joseph said unto 
his brethren. Come near to 
me, I pray you. And they 
came near; and he said, I 
am Joseph your brother, whom 
ye sold into Egypt. Now 
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therefore be not gnered^ nor 
flogrf with joaneWoi, that 
je fold me hither: for God 
did tend me before joa to pre- 
serre life. For these two 
jean hath the ^unine been in 
the hand: and jet there are 
fire jearBf in the which there 
•hall neither be earing nor 
hanreet 

24 And Qod sent me before 
yon to preserve yon a pos- 
terity in the earth, and to save 
your lives by a great deliver- 
ance* So now it was not yon 
that sent me hither, but God ; 
and be hath made me a father 
to Pharaoh, and lord of all his 
house, and a raler tbroughont 
all the land of Egypt 

25 Haste ye, and go up to 
my father, and say unto him, 
Thus saith thy son Joseph, 
God hath made me lord of all 
Egypt : come down unto me, 
tarry not: and thou shalt 
dwell in the land of Goshen, and 
thou shalt be near unto ftie, 
thou, and thy children, and 
thy children's children, and 
thy flocks, and thy herds, and 
all that thou hast : and there 
will I nourish thee; for yet 
there are five years of famine ; 
lest thou, and thy household, 
and all that thou hast, come 
to poverty. 

26 And, behold, your eyes 
see, and the eyes of my bro- 
ther Benjamin, that it is my 
mouth that speaketh unto 
you. And ye shall tell my 



£&ther of all my glocj in Egypt, 
and of all that ye have seen ; 
and ye shall haste and bring 
down my iaJther hither. 

27 And he fell upon his 
brother Benjamin's neck, and 
wept; and Benjamin wept 
npon his neck. Moreover he 
kissed all his brethren, and 
wept npon them : and after 
that his brethren talked with 
hiuL And the fame thereof 
was heard in Pharaoh's house, 
saying, Joseph's brethren are 
come : and it pleased Pharaoh 
well, and his servants. 

28 And Pharaoh said unto 
Joseph, Say unto thy brethren. 
This do ye ; lade your beasts, 
and go, get you unto the land 
of Canaan; and take your 
father and your households, 
and come unto me : and I will 
give you the good of the land 
of Egypt, and ye shall eat the 
fat of the land. Now thou 
art commanded, this do ye; 
take you wagons out of the 
land of Egypt for your little 
ones, and for your wives, and 
bring your father, and come. 

29 [This is how it came 
about that the children of 
Israel, as they were called, 
settled in the land of Egypt. 
But Jacob, before he died, 
prophesied that God would 
bring them again to their own 
land of Canaan.' 

30 And when Joseph's 
brethren saw that their father 
was dead, they said, Joseph 
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will peradventure hate us, and 
will certainly requite us all the 
evil which we did unto him. 

31 And they sent a messen- 
ger unto Joseph, saying, Thy 
father did command before he 
died, saying. So shall ye say 
unto Joseph, Forgive, I pray 
thee now, the trespass of thy 
brethren, and their sin; for 
they did unto thee evil : and 
now, we pray thee, forgive 
the trespass of the servants of 
the God of thy father. And 
Joseph wept when they spake 
unto him. 

32 And his brethren also 
went and fell down before his 
face; and they said. Behold, 
we be thy servantis. And 
Joseph said unto them. Feat 
not : for am I in the place of 
God? 

33 But as for you, ye thought 
evil against me; but God 
meant it unto good, to bring 



to pass, as it is this day, to 
save much people alive. Now 
therefore fear ye not: I will 
nourish you, and your little 
ones. And he comforted 
them, and spake kindly unto 
them. 

34 And Joseph dwelt in 
Egypt, he, and his father's 
house : and Joseph lived a 
hundred and ten years. 

35 And Joseph said unto 
his brethren, I die : and God 
will surely visit you, and 
bring you out of this land 
unto the land which he sware 
to Abraham, to Isaac, and to 
Jacob. And Joseph took an 
oath of the children of Israel, 
saying, God will surely visit 
you, and ye shall carry up my 
bones from hence. 

36 So Joseph died, being 
a hundred and ten years old : 
and they embalmed him, and 
he was put in a coffin in Egypt. 



THE BOOK OF EXODUS. 

The word ** exodus" means departure; and this Book is called The 
Book of Exodus because it tells the story of the going forth of the 
children of Israel from the land of Egypt, and what happened to 
them in their journey towards Canaan, or ** the promisea land." 



1. 

1 And Joseph died, and all 
his brethren and all that gene- 
ration. And the children of 
Israel were fruitful, and in- 
creased abundantly, and mul- 
tiplied, and waxed exceeding 



mighty; and the land was 
filled with them. 

2 Now there arose up a new 
king over Egypt, which knew 
not Joseph. And he said unto 
his people, Behold, the people 
of the children of Israel are 
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more and mightier than we : 
come on, let us deal wisely 
with them ; lest they multiply, 
and it come to pass, that, when 
there falleth out any war, they 
join also unto our enemies, 
and fight against us^ and so 
get them up out of the land. 

3 Therefore they did set 
over them taskmasters to 
afflict them with their burdens. 
But the more they afflicted 
them, the more they multiplied 
and grew. And they were 
grieved because of the children 
of Israel. And the Egyptians 
made the children of Israel to 
serve with rigour: and they 
made their lives bitter with 
hard bondage, in mortar and 
in brick, and in all manner of 
service in the field : all their 
service, wherein they made 
them serve, was with rigour. 

4 [And, still further to re- 
duce the numbers and power 
of the children of Israel, the 
king ordered every one of 
their male children to be de- 
stroyed as soon as it was bom : 
but this order was very little 
obeyed. Amongst these chil- 
dren was one whose father's 
name was Levi ; and when his 
mother saw the goodly face of 
the little child she did her best 
to save it. For three months 
she hid him.] And when she 
could not longer hide him, she 



took for him an ark of bul- 
rushes, and daubed it with 
slime and with pitch, and put 
the child therein; and she 
laid it in the flags by the 
river's brink. And his sister 
stood afar off, to wit^ what 
would be done to him. 

5 And the daughter of 
Pharaoh came down to the 
river; and her maidens walked 
along by the river's side ; and 
when she saw the ark among 
the flags, she sent her maid to 
fetch it And when she had 
opened it, she saw the child : 
and, behold, the babe wept; 
and she had compassion on 
him, and said. This is one of 
the Hebrews' children. 
* 6 Then said his sister to 
Pharaoh's daughter. Shall I 
go and call to thee a nurse of 
the Hebrew women, that she 
may nurse the child for thee 1 
And Pharaoh's daughter said 
to her. Go. And the maid 
went and called the child's 
mother; and Pharaoh's daugh- 
ter said unto her. Take this 
child away, and nurse it for 
me, and I will give thee thy 
wages; and the woman took 
the child, and nursed it. 

7 And the child grew, and 
she brought him unto Pha- 
raoh's daughter, and he became 
her son, and she called his 
name Moses : ^ and she said. 



^ " To wit," an old Eofflish word meaning to know. 

* The name Moses may be derived from an Egyptian or from a Hebrew 
word. If from the former it means son of the wcUer; if from the latter, 
it means draion or raised up. 
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Because I drew him out of 
the water. 

8 And it came to pass in 
those days, when Moses was 
grown, that he went out unto 
his brethren, and looked on 
their burdens: and he spied 
an Egyptian smiting a He- 
brew, one of his brethren; 
and he looked this way and 
that way, and when he saw 
that there was no man, he 
slew the Egyptian, and hid him 
in the sand. 

9 And when he went out 
the second day, behold, two 
men of the Hebrews strove 
together : and he said to him 
that did the wrong. Where- 
fore smitest thou thy fellow 1 
And he said. Who made thee 
a prince and judge over us? 
intendest thou to kill me as 
thou killedst the Egyptian 1 
And Moses feared, and said. 
Surely this thing is known. 

10 Now when Pharaoh 
heard this thing, he sought to 
slay Moses. But Moses fled 
from the face of Pharaoh, and 
dwelt in the land of Midian : 
and he sat down by a well. 

11 Now the priest of Midian 
had seven daughters: and 
they came and drew water, 
and flUed the troughs to water 
their father's flock. And the 
shepherds came and drove 
them away : but Moses stood 
up and helped them, and 
watered their flock. 

12 And when they came to 



B^uel their father, he said. 
How is it that ye are come so 
soon to-day 1 And they said. 
An Egyptian delivered us out 
of the hand of the shepherds, 
and also drew water enough 
for us, and watered the flock. 
And he said unto his daugh- 
ters. And where is he) why 
is it that ye have left the man? 
call him, that he may eat 
bread. 

13 And Moses was content 
to dwell with the man : and 
he gave Moses Zipporah his 
daughter. And she bare him 
a son, and he called his name 
Gershom : for he said, I have 
been a stranger in a strange 
land. 

14 And it came to pass in 
process of time, that the king 
of Egypt died : and the child- 
ren of Israel sighed by reason 
of the bondage, and they cried, 
and their cry came up unto God 
by reason of the bondage. And 
God heard their groaning, and 
God remembered his covenant 
with Abraham, with Isaac, and 
with Jacob. And God looked 
upon the children of Israel, 
and God had respect unto 
them. 



2. 

1 Now Moses kept the 
flock of Jethro his father in 
law, the priest of Midian : 
and he led the flock to the 
mountain of God, to Horeb. 
And the angel of the Lord 
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appeared unto him in a flame 
of fire out of the midst of a 
bush : and he looked, and, 
behold, the bush burned with 
fire, and the bush was not 
consumed. And Moses said, 
I will now turn aside, and 
see this great sight, why the 
bush is not burnt. 

2 And when the Lord saw 
that he turned aside to see, 
God called unto him out of 
the midst of the bush, and 
said, Moses, Moses. And he 
said. Here am I. And he 
said. Draw not nigh hither : 
put off thy shoes from off thy 
feet, for the place whereon 
thou standest is holy ground. 
Moreover, he said, I am the 
God of thy father, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob. And 
Moses hid his face ; for he was 
afraid to look upon God.^ 

3 And the Lord said, I 
have surely seen the affliction 
of my people which are in 
Egypt, and have heard their 
cry by reason of their task- 



masters; for I know their 
sorrows ; and I am come down 
to deliver them out of the 
hand of the Egyptians, and to 
bring them up out of that land 
unto a good land and a large, 
unto a land flowing with mUk 
and honey ; unto the place of 
the Canaanites, and the Hit- 
tites, and the Amorites, and 
the Ferizzites, and the Hivites 
and the Jebusites. Come now, 
therefore, and I will send thee 
unto Pharaoh, that thou may- 
est bring forth my people, the 
children of Israel, out of Egypt. 

4 And Moses said unto God, 
Who am I that I should go 
unto Pharaoh, and that I 
should bring forth the children 
of Israel out of Egypt 1 And 
he said, Certainly I will be 
with thee ; and this shall be a 
token unto thee that I have 
sent thee. When thou hast 
brought forth the people out of 
Egypt, ye shall serve God up- 
on this mountain. 

5 And Moses said unto God, 
Behold, when I come unto the 



^ From this point, the Bible abounds with records of the appearances 
of God, or of angels, to the Hebrews. It may suffice to say here, once 
for all, that there has been no time, known to us, in the history of the 
world, when such appearances were not believed in. The religious 
books of all nations and all ages record them, and millions of people on 
the face of the earth to>day affirm that even now beings from beyond 
the veil appear, in various ways, and manifest themselves in our world 
of sense. It is necessarily a very difficult subject, and one which re- 
quires a great deal of gentle reverence and quiet thought ; but, at the 
same time, it is perfectly evident that the subject is one which lends 
itself readily to exaggeration, under the influences of wonder and awe ; 
and it is equally evident that ancient stories of spirit-appearances might 
easily grow into wonder-woven legends of the coming down of God. 
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children of Israel, and shall 
say unto them, The God of 
your fathers hath sent me unto 
jou ; and they shall say to me, 
What is his name ? what shall 
I say unto them 1 And God 
said unto Moses, I Am that I 
Am : and he said, Thus shalt 
thou say unto the children of 
Israel, I Am hath sent me unto 
you.i 

6 And God said moreover 
unto Moses, Thus shalt thou 
say unto the children of Israel, 
The Lord God of your fathers, 
the God of Abraham, the God 
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, 
hath sent me unto you : this 
is my name for ever, and this 
is my memorial unto all gene- 
rations. 

7 Go and gather the elders 
of Israel together, and say unto 
them. The Lord God of your 
fathers, the God of Abraham, 
of Isaac, and of Jacob, ap- 
peared unto me, saying, I have 
surely visited you, and seen 
that which is done to you in 
Egypt : and I have said, I will 
bring you up out of the afflic- 
tion of Egypt unto a land flow- 
ing with milk and honey. 

8 And they shall hearken 
to thy voice ; and thou shalt 
come, thou and the elders of 
Israel, unto the king of Egypt, 
and ye shall say unto him. 
The Lord God of the Hebrews 



hath met with us; and now 
let us go, we beseech thee, 
three days' journey into the 
wilderness, that we may sacri- 
fice to the Lord our God. 

9 And I am sure that the 
king of Egypt will not let you 
go, no, not by a mighty hand. 
And I will stretch out my 
hand, Euid smite Egypt with all 
my wonders which I will do in 
the midst thereof: and after 
that he will let you go. 

10 And Moses answered 
and said. But, behold, they 
will not believe me, nor 
hearken unto my voice : for 
they will say. The Lord hath 
not appeared unto thee. 

11 And the Lord said unto 
him. What is that in thine 
hand? And he said, A rod. 
And he said. Cast it on the 
ground. And he cast it on 
the ground, and it became a 
serpent : and Moses fled from 
before it. And the Lord said 
unto Moses, Put forth thine 
hand and take it by the tail. 
And he put forth his hand, 
and caught it, and it became 
a rod in his hand : that they 
may believe that the Lord God 
of their fathers, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob hath 
appeared unto thee. 

12 And the Lord said fur- 
thermore unto him. Put now 



^ The snblime idea here intended to be conveyed seems to be that the 
true God is one and supreme, independent and self -subsisting. He 
simply is. The word used is closely connected with the word trans- 
lated "Lord," or "Jehovah," which means. Be who is. 
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thine hand into thy bosom. 
And he put his hand into his 
bosom : and when he took it 
out, behold, his hand was lep- 
rous as snow. And he said, 
Put thy hand into thy bosom 
again. And he put his hand 
into his bosom again: and 
plucked it out of his bosom, 
and, behold, it was turned 
again as his other flesh. 

13 And it shall come to 
pass, if they will not believe 
thee, neither hearken to the 
voice of the first sign, that they 
will believe the voice of the 
latter sign. And it shall come 
to pass, if they will not believe 
also these two signs, neither 
hearken unto thy voice, that 
thou shalt take of the water of 
the river, and pour it upon the 
dry land : and the water, which 
thou takest out of the river, 
shall become blood upon the 
dry land. 

14 And Moses said unto the 
Lord, O my Lord, I am not 
eloquent, neither heretofore, 
nor since thou hast spoken un- 
to thy servant : but I am slow 
of speech, and of a slow tongue. 
And the Lord said unto him. 
Who hath made man's mouth ) 
or who maketh the dumb, or 
deaf, or the seeing, or the blind? 
have not I the Lord 1 Now, 
therefore, go, and I will be 
with thy mouth, and teach 
thee what thou shalt say. 

15 And he said, O my Lord, 
send, I pray thee, by the hand 



of him whom thou wilt send. 
And the anger of the Lord was 
kindled against Moses, and he 
said, Is not Aaron the Levite 
thy brother 1 I know that he 
can speak well. And also, be- 
hold, he cometh forth to meet 
thee : and when he seeth thee, 
he will be glad in his heart. 

16 And thou shalt speak 
unto him, and put words in his 
mouth : and I will be with thy 
mouth, and with his mouth, 
and will teach you what ye 
shall do. And he shall be thy 
spokesman unto the people : 
and he shall be, even he shall 
be to thee instead of a mouth, 
and thou shalt be to him in- 
stead of God. And thou shalt 
take this rod in thine hand, 
wherewith thou shalt do signs. 



3. 

1 And Moses went and re- 
turned to Jethro his father in 
law, and said unto him. Let 
me go, I pray thee, and return 
unto my brethren which are 
in Egypt, and see whether they 
be yet alive. And Jethro said 
to Moses, Go in peace. And 
the Lord said unto Moses in 
Midian, Go, return into Egypt : 
for all the men are dead which 
sought thy life. 

2 And Moses took his wife 
and his sons, and set them upon 
an ass, and he returned to the 
land of Egypt. And Moses 
took the rod of God in his 
hand. And the Lord said unto 
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Moses, When thou goest to re- 
turn into Egypt, see that thou 
do all those wonders before 
Pharaoh which I have put in 
thine hand : but I will harden 
his heart, that he shall not let 
the people go.^ 

3 And the Lord said to 
Aaron, Go into the wilderness 
to meet Moses. And he went, 
and met him in the mount of 
God, and kissed him. And 
Moses told Aaron all the words 
of the Lord who had sent him, 
and all the signs which he had 
commanded him. 

4 And Moses and Aaron 
went and gathered together all 
the elders of the children of 
Israel : and Aaron spoke all 
the words which the Lord had 
Rpoken unto Moses, and did 
the signs in the sight of the 
people. And the people be- 
lieved: and when they heard 
that the Lord had visited the 
children of Israel, and that he 
had looked upon their afflic- 
tion, then they bowed their 
heads and worshipped. 

5 And afterwards Moses 
and Aaron went in, and told 
Pharaoh, Thus saith the Lord 
God of Israel, Let my people 
go, that they may hold a feast 



unto me in the wilderness. 
And Pharaoh said. Who is the 
Lord, that I should obey his 
voice to let Israel go 1 I know 
not the Lord, neither will I 
let Israel go. 

6 And they said, The God of 
the Hebrews hath met with 
us : let U8 go, we pray thee, 
three days' journey into the 
desert, and sacrifice unto the 
Lord our God, lest he fall upon 
us with pestilence, or with the 
sword. And the king of Egypt 
said unto them. Wherefore do 
ye, Moses and Aaron, let the 
people from their works ? get 
you unto your burdens. And 
Pharaoh said. Behold, the peo- 
ple of the land now are many, 
and ye make them rest from 
their burdens. 

7 And Pharaoh commanded 
the same day the taskmasters 
of the people, and their officers, 
saying. Ye shall no more give 
the people straw to make brick, 
as heretofore : let them go and 
gather straw for themselves. 
And the tale of the bricks, 
which they did make hereto- 
fore, ye shall lay upon them ; 
ye shall not diminish ought 
thereof : for they be idle ; 
therefore they cry, saying, Let 



^ See also onward, chapter 4, verses 8, 13. This opens a painful subject, 
and every one is bound to come to a judgment upon it, in the light of 
the faith that our heavenly Father is perfectly wise, and just, and good. 
The very thought of God implies the idea of perfection, — perfect justice 
and perfect goodness, as well as perfect power, — and we have no way 
of knowing what is just and good but by quietly asking, What ought 
/ to think, or love, or wish, or do ? 



( 20 ) 



US go and sacrifice to our God. 
Let there more work be laid 
upon the men, that they may 
labour therein ; and let them 
not regard vain words. 

8 A.nd the taskmasters of 
the people went out, and their 
officers, and they spake to the 
people, saying, Thus saith 
Pharaoh, I will not give you 
straw. Go ye, get you straw 
where ye can find it : yet not 
ought of your work shall be 
diminished. So the people 
were scattered abroad through- 
out all the t land of Egypt to 
gather stubble instead of straw. 

9 And the taskmasters 
hasted them, saying, Fulfil 
your works, your daily tasks, 
as when there was straw. 
And the officers of the chil- 
dren of Israel, which Pharaoh's 
taskmasters had set over them, 
were beaten, and demanded. 
Wherefore have ye not ful- 
filled your task in making 
brick both yesterday and to- 
day, as heretofore ] 

10 Then the officers of the 
children of Israel came and 
cried unto Pharaoh, saying. 
Wherefore dealest thou thus 
with thy servants? There is 
no straw given unto thy ser- 
vants, and they say to us. 
Make brick : and, behold, thy 
servants are beaten; but the 
fault is in thine own people. 

1 1 But he said, Ye are idle, 
ye are idle : therefore ye say, 
Let us go and do sacrifice to 



the Lord. Go therefore now, 
and work ; for there shall no 
straw be given you, yet shall 
ye deliver the tale of bricks. 

12 And the officers of the 
children of Israel did see that 
they were in evil case, after it 
was said, Ye shall not minish 
ought from your bricks of your 
daily task. And they met 
Moses and Aaron, who stood 
in the way, as they came 
forth from Pharaoh : and they 
said unto them. The Lord look 
upon you, and judge; because 
ve have made our savour to 
be abhorred in the eyes of 
Pharaoh, and in the eyes of 
his servants, to put a sword 
in their hand to slay us. 

13 And Moses returned 
unto the Lord, and said. Lord, 
wherefore hast thou so evil 
entreated this people ? why is 
it that thou hast sent me? 
For since I came to Pharaoh 
to speak in thy name, he hath 
done evil to this people; 
neither hast thou delivered 
thy people at all. 

14 Then the Lord said 
unto Moses, Now shalt thou 
see what I will do to Pharaoh : 
for with a strong hand shall 
he let them go, and with a 
strong hand shall he drive 
them out of his land. 

15 And God spake unto 
Moses, 'and said unto him, I 
am the Lord : and I appeared 
unto Abraham, unto Isaac, 
and unto Jacob, by the name 



( 21 ) 



of God Almighty, but by my 
name Jehovah was I not 
known to them. 

16 And I have also estab- 
lished my covenant with them, 
to give them the land of 
Canaan, the land of their pil- 
grimage, wherein they were 
strangers. And I have also 
heard the groaning of the 
children of Israel, whom the 
Egyptians keep in bondage; 
and I have remembered my 
covenant. 

17 Wherefore say unto the 
children of Israel, I am the 
Lord, and I will bring you 
out from under the burdens 
of the Egyptians, and I will 
rid you out of their bondage, 
and I will redeem you with a 
stretched out arm, and with 
great judgments : 

1 8 And I will take you to 
me for a people, and I will be 
to you a God: and ye shall 
know that I am the Lord your 
Grod, which bringeth you out 
from under the burdens of the 
Egyptians. And I will bring 
you in unto the land, concern- 
ing the which I did swear to 
give it to Abraham, to Isaac, 
and to Jacob ; and I will give 
it you for a heritage : I am 
the Lord. 

19 And Moses spake so 
unto the children of Israel : 
but they hearkened not unto 
Moses for anguish of spirit, 
and for cruel bondage. And 
the Lord spake unto Moses, 



saying. Go in, speak unto 
Pharaoh king of Egypt, that 
he let the children of Israel 
go out of his land. 

20 And Moses spake before 
the Lord, saying. Behold, the 
children of Israel have not 
hearkened unto me : how then 
shall Pharaoh hear me, who 
am of uncircumcised lips? 
And the Lord spake unto 
Moses and unto Aaron, and 
gave them a charge unto the 
children of Israel, and unto 
Pharaoh king of Egypt, to 
bring the children of Israel 
out of the land of Egypt. 



4 

1 [The narrative then de- 
scribes the ''miracles" that 
Moses and Aaron performed 
before Pharaoh and his people, 
and the fearful tribulations 
brought upon the Egyptians 
in order to compel them to let 
the children of Israel go. The 
last of these was the destruc- 
tion of the first-bom child in 
every Egyptian home, and the 
first-bom of all the cattle. 
Moses is commanded to in- 
struct every Israelite family 
to kill a lamb, and to sprinkle 
with blood the lintel and the 
side posts of their door, so 
that the destroyer might pass 
over that house; and is fur- 
ther commanded to say]. And 
ye shall observe this thing for 
an ordinance to thee and to 
thy sons for ever. And it 
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shall come to pass, when ye 
be come to the land which the 
Lord will give you, according 
as he has promised, that ye 
shall keep this service. 

2 ^nd it shall come to pass, 
when your children shall say 
unto you, What mean ye by 
this service? that ye shall 
say, It is the sacrifice of the 
Lord's passover, who passed 
over the houses of the children 
of Israel in Egypt, when he 
smote the Egyptians, and de- 
livered our houses. And the 
people bowed the head and 
worshipped. And the child- 
ren of Israel went away, and 
did as the Lord had com- 
manded Moses and Aaron. 

3 And it came to pass, 
that at midnight the Lord 
smote all the firstborn in the 
land of Egypt, from the first- 
bom of Pharaoh that sat on 
his throne unto the firstborn 
of the captive that was in the 
dungeon j and all the firstborn 
of cattle. And Pharaoh rose 
up in the night, he, and all 
his servants, and all the Egyp- 
tians ; and there was a great 
cry in Egypt; for there was 
not a house where there was 
not one dead. 

4 And he called for Moses 
and Aaron by night, and said, 
Rise up, and get you forth 
from among my people, both ye 
and the children of Israel ; and 
go, serve the Lord, as ye have 
said. Also take your flocks 



and your herds, as ye have said, 
and be gone; and bless me 
also. And the Egyptians 
were urgent upon the people, 
that they might send them 
out of the land in haste. 

5 And it came to pass, when 
Pharaoh had let the people go, 
that God led them not through 
the way of the land of the 
Philistines, although that was 
near; for God said, Lest per- 
adventure the people repent 
when they see war, and they 
return to Egypt; but God led 
the people about, through the 
way of the wilderness of the 
Hed sea ; and the childi'en of 
Israel went up harnessed out 
of the land of Egypt. 

6 And Moses took the bones 
of Joseph with him : for he 
had straitly sworn the child- 
ren of Israel, saying, God will 
surely visit you: and ye shall 
carry up my bones away hence 
with you. And they took 
their journey from Succoth, 
and encamped in Etham, in 
the edge of the wilderness. 
And the Lord went before 
them by day in a pillar of a 
cloud, to lead them the way: 
and by night in a pillar of fire, 
to give them light; to go by 
day and night He took not 
away the pillar of the cloud 
by day, nor the pillar of fire 
by night, from before the 
people. 

7 And it was told the king 
of Egypt that the people fled ; 
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and the hearb of Pharaoh and 
of his servants was turned 
against the people, and they 
said, Why have we done this, 
that we have let Israel go 
from serving us ? 

8 And he made ready his 
chariot, and took his people 
with him : and he took six 
hundred chosen chariots, and 
all the chariots of Egypt, and 
captains over every one of 
them ; and the Lord hardened 
the heart of Pharaoh, king of 
Egypt, and he pursued after 
the children of Israel; and 
overtook them encamping by 
the sea, beside Pi-hahiroth, 
before Baal-zephon. 

9 And when Pharaoh drew 
nigh, the children of Israel 
lifted up their eyes, and, be- 
hold, the Egyptians marched 
after them: and they were 
sore afraid : and the children 
of Israel cried out unto the 
Lord. 

10 And they said unto 
Moses, Because there were no 
graves in Egypt, hast thou 
taken us away to die in the 
wilderness 1 wherefore hast 
thou dealt thus with us to 
carry us forth out of Egypt 1 
Is not this the word that we 
did tell thee in Egypt, saying, 
Let us alone, that we may 
serve the Egyptians 1 For it 
had been better for us to serve 
the Egyptians, than that we 
should die in the wilderness. 

11 And Moses said unto 



the people. Fear ye not, stand 
still, and see the salvation of 
the Lord, which he will shew 
to you to-day : for the Egyp- 
tians whom ye have seen to- 
day, ye shall see them again 
no more for ever. The Lord 
shall fight for you, and ye 
shall hold your peace. 

12 And the Lord said unto 
Moses, Wherefore criest thou 
unto me 1 speak unto the 
children of Israel, that they 
go forward; but lift thou up 
thy rod, and stretch thine 
hand over the sea, and divide 
it; and the children of Israel 
shall go on dry ground through 
the midst of the sea. 

13 And I, behold, I will 
harden the hearts of the Egyp- 
tians, and they shall follow 
them : and I will get me hon- 
our upon Pharaoh, and upon 
all his host, upon his chariots, 
and upon his horsemen. And 
the Egyptians shall know that 
I am the Lord, when I have 
gotten me honour upon Pha- 
raoh, upon his chariots, and 
upon his horsemen. 

14 And the angel of God, 
which went before the camp 
of Israel, removed and went 
behind them; and the pillar 
of the cloud went from before 
their face, and stood behind 
them: and it came between 
the camp of the Egyptians and 
the camp of Israel ; and it was 
a cloud and darkness to them, 
but it gave light by night to 
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these: so that the one came 
DOt near the other all the 
night. 

15 And Moses stretched 
oat his hand over the sea; 
and the Lord caused the sea 
to go back by a strong east 
wind all that night, and made 
the sea dry land, and the 
waters were divided. And 
the children of Israel . went 
into the midst of the sea upon 
the dry ground, and the waters 
were a wall unto them on their 
right hand, and on their left. 

16 And the Egyptians pur- 
sued, and wont in after them 
to the midst of the sea, even 
all Pharaoh's horses, his cha- 
riots, and his horsemen. 

17 And it came to pass, 
that in the morning watch the 
Lord looked unto the host of the 
Egyptians through the pillar 
of fire and of the cloud, and 
troubled the host of the Egyp- 
tians, and took off their cha- 
riot wheels, that they drave 
them heavily: so that the 
Egyptians said, Let us flee 
from the face of Israel; for 
the Lord fighteth for them 
against the Egyptians. 

18 And the Lord said unto 
Moses, Stretch out thine hand 
over the sea, that the waters 
may come again upon the 
Egyptians, upon their cha- 
riots, and upon their horse- 
men. And Moses stretched 
forth his hand over the sea, 
and the sea returned to his 



strength when the morning 
appeared; and the Egyptians 
fled against it; and the Lord 
overthrew the Egyptians in 
the midst of the sea. 

19 And the waters returned, 
and covered the chariots, and 
the horsemen, and all the host 
of Pharaoh that came into the 
sea after them; there remained 
not so much as one of them. 
But the children of Israel 
walked upon dry land in the 
midst of the sea; and the 
waters were a wall unto them 
on their right hand, and on 
their left. 

20 Thus the Lord saved 
Israel that day out of the 
hand of the Egyptians; and 
Israel saw the Egyptians dead 
upon the sea shore. And 
Israel saw that great work 
which the Lord did upon the 
Egyptians: and the people 
feared the Lord, and believed 
the Lord, and his servant 
Moses. [But the awe and the 
faith of the children of Israel 
did not endure under hard- 
ship and disappointment. 
Wandering in the wilderness, 
they were continually becom- 
ing discontented.] 

21 The whole congregation 
of the children of Israel mur- 
mured against Moses and 
Aaron in the wilderness : and 
the children of Israel said unto 
them. Would to God we had 
died by the hand of the Lord 
in the land of Egypt, when 



( 25 ) 



we sat by the flesh pots, and 
when we did eat bread to the 
full; for ye have brought us 
forth into this wilderness, to 
kill this whole assembly with 
hunger. 

22 [The narrative describes 
them as miraculously fed with 
'^ manna" in the wilderness, 
and refreshed with waters 
brought from, a barren rock, 
or sweetened by a tree: and 
many other " signs and won- 
ders" are described as being 
done by God through Moses.] 

6. 

1 In the third month, when 
the children of Israel were 
gone forth out of the land of 
Egypt, the same day came 
they into the wilderness of 
Sinai : for they were depart- 
ed from Rephidim, and were 
come to the desert of Sinai, 
and had pitched in the wil- 
derness j and there Israel 
camped before the mount. 

2 And Moses went up unto 
God, and the Lord called unto 
him out of the mountain, say- 
ing. Thus shalt thou say to 
the house of Jacob, and tell 
the children of Israel, Ye have 
seen what I did unto the 
Egyptians, and how I bare 
you on eagles' wings, and 
brought you unto myself. 

3 Now therefore, if ye will 
obey my voice indeed, and 
keep my covenant, then ye 
shall be a peculiar treasure 

3 



unto me above all people : for 
all the earth is mine : and ye 
shall be unto me a kingdom 
of priests, and a holy nation. 
These are the words which 
thou shalt speak unto the 
children of Israel. 

4 And Moses came and 
called for the elders of the 
people, and laid before their 
faces all these words which 
the Lord commanded him: 
and all the people answered 
together, and said. All that 
the Lord hath spoken we will 
do. And Moses returned the 
words of the people unto the 
Lord. 

5 And the Lord said unto 
Moses, Lo, I come unto thee 
in a thick cloud, that the 
people may hear when I speak 
with thee, and believe thee 
for ever. 

6 And the Lord said unto 
Moses, Go unto the people, 
and sanctify them to day and 
to morrow, and let them wash 
their clothes, and be ready 
against the third day : for the 
third day the Lord will come 
down in the sight of all the 
people upon mount SinaL 

7 And thou shalt set bounds 
unto the people round about, 
saying, Take heed to your- 
selves, that ye go not up into 
the mount, or touch the border 
of it: whosoever toucheth the 
mount shall be surely put to 
death : there shall not a hand 
touch it, but he shall surely 



( 26 ) 



be stoned, or shot through ; 
whether it be beast or man, it 
shall not live: when the trum- 
pet soundeth long, they shall 
come up to the mount. 

8 And Moses went down, 
from the mount unto the peo- 
ple, and sanctified the people; 
and they washed their clothes. 
And he said unto the people. 
Be ready against the third day. 

9 And it came to pass on 
the third day in the morning, 
that there were thunders and 
lightnings, and a thick cloud 
upon the mount, and the voice 
of the trumpet exceeding loud ; 
so that all the people that was 
in the camp trembled. 

1 And Moses brou gh t forth 
the people out of the camp to 
meet with God; and they stood 
at the nether part of the mount. 
And mount Sinai was alto- 
gether on a smoke, because the 
Lord descended upon it in fire ; 
and the smoke thereof ascend- 
ed as the smoke of a furnace, 
and the whole mount quaked 
greatly. 

11 And when the voice of 
the trumpet sounded long, and 
waxed louder and louder, 
Moses spake, and God answer- 
ed him by a voice. And the 
Lord came down upon mount 
Sinai, on the top of the mount : 
and the Lord called Moses up 
to the top of the mount ; and 
Moses went up. 

12 And the Lord said unto 
Moses, Go down, charge the 



people, lest they break through 
unto the Lord to gaze, and 
many of them perish. And 
let the priests, also, which 
come near to the Lord, sanc- 
tify themselves, lest the Lord 
break forth upon them. 

13 And Moses said unto the 
Lord, The people cannot come 
up to mount Sinai : for thou 
chargedstus, saying. Set bounds 
about the mount, and sanctify 
it. And the Lord said unto 
him. Away, get thee down, 
and thou shalt come up, thou, 
and Aaron with thee : but let 
not the priests and the people 
break through to come up un- 
to the Lord, lest he break 
forth upon them. So Moses 
went down unto the people, 
and spake unto them. 



6. 

1 And God spake all these 
words, saying, 

2 I am the Lord thy God, 
which have brought thee out 
of the land of Egypt, out of 
the house of bondage. Thou 
shalt have no other gods before 
me. Thou shalt not make im- 
to thee any graven image, or 
any likeness of anything that is 
in the heaven above, or that is 
in the earth beneath, or that is 
in the water under the earth : 
thou shalt not bow down thv- 
self to them, nor serve them : 
for I the Lord thy God am a 
jealous God, visiting the ini- 
quity of the fathers upon the 
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children unto the third and 
fourth generation of them that 
hate me; and showing mercy 
unto thousands of them that 
love me, and keep my com- 
mandments. 

3 Thou shalt not take the 
name of the Lord thy God in 
vain: for the Lord will not 
hold him guiltless that taketh 
his name in vain. 

4 Remember the sabbath- 
day, to keep it holy. Six days 
shalt thou labour, and do all 
thy work : but the seventh day 
is the sabbath of the Lord thy 
Grod : in it thou shalt not do 
any work, thou, nor thy son, 
nor thy daughter, thy man- 
servant, nor thy maid-servant, 
nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger 
that is within thy gates : for 
in six days the Lord made 
heaven and earth, the sea, and 
all that in them is, and rested 
the seventh day : wherefore the 
Lord blessed the sabbath-day, 
and hallowed it. 

5 Honour thy father and 
thy mother, that thy days may 
be long upon the land which 
the Lord thy God giveth thee. 

6 Thou shalt not kill. 

7 Thou shalt not commit 
adultery. 

8 Thou shalt not steal. 

9 Thou shalt not bear false 
wiiness against thy neighbour. 

10 Thou shalt not covet thy 
neighbour's house, thou shalt 
not covet thy neighbour's wife, 
nor his man-servant, nor his 



maid-servant, nor his ox, nor 
his ass, nor any thing that is 
thy neighbour's. 

11 And all the people saw 
the thunderings, and the light- 
nings, and the noise of the trum- 
pet, and the mountain smok- 
ing: and, when the people saw 
it, they removed, and stood 
afar off: and they said unto 
Moses, Speak thou with us, 
and we will hear: but let not 
God speak with us, lest we 
die. 

1 2 And Moses said unto the 
people. Fear not : for God is 
come to prove you, and that 
his fear may be before your 
faces, that ye sin not. And 
the people stood afar off: and 
Moses drew near unto the 
thick darkness where God was. 

13 And the Lord said unto 
Moses, This thou shalt say un- 
to the children of Israel, Ye 
have seen that I have talked 
with you from heaven. Ye 
shall not make with me gods 
of silver, neither shall ye make 
unto you gods of gold. 

14 [Following this, come 
minute directions concerning 
the laws to be made for and 
carried out by the people ; con- 
cerning sacrifices also, and the 
tabernacle or sacred place of 
worship, and the ark which 
was to be a symbol of God's 
presence, and in which was to 
be placed "the testimony" 
given to Moses by Him. 
Aaron and his sons are set 
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aparfc, to minister as priests, 
in offering sacrifices and ap- 
proaching nnto €U>d for the 
people. These directions are 
all described as giv^en by God, 
who says], And I will dwell 
among the children of Israel, 
aod will be their God: and 
they shall know that I am the 
Lord their God, that brought 



them forth out of the land of 
Egypt, that I may dwell among 
them: I am the Lord their God. 
15 [Notwithstanding all 
this, the people fell away into 
idolatry; and only the most 
sev^ere restrictions and punish- 
ments kept them at all faith- 
ful to the worship of the one 
God, "the Lord."] 



THE BOOK OP LEVITICUS. 

This Book is called The Booh of Leviticus because it contains an account 
of the duties of the priests and Levites, especially in relation to the 
tabernacle, the sacrifices, and worship. It was probably written 
at different times, but nearly always from the point of view of 
the priests, and hundreds of years after Moses. The sacrificial 
and sanitaiy regulations contained in it belong to a much later 
period than any time of wandering in the wilderness. 



1. 

1 And the Lord called unto 
Moses, and spake unto him 
out of the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation, saying, Speak unto 
the children of Israel, and say 
unto them. If any man of you 
bring an offering unto the 
the Lord, ye shall bring your 
offering of the cattle, even of 
the herd, and of the flock. 

2 If his offering be a burnt 
sacrifice of the herd, let him 
offer a male without blemish : 
he shall offer it of his own 
voluntary will at the door of 
the tabernacle of the congre- 
gation before the Lord. 

3 And he shall put his 
hand upon the head of the 



burnt offering : and it shall be 
accepted for him to make 
atonement for him. And he 
shall kill the bullock before 
the Lord: and the priests, 
Aaron's sons, shall bring the 
blood, and sprinkle the blood 
round about upon the altar 
that is by the door of the 
tabernacle of the congregation.' 
And he shall flay the burnt 
offering, and cut it into his 
pieces. 

4 And the sons of Aaron 
the priest shall put fire upon 
the altar, and lay the wood in 
order upon the fire: and the 
priests, Aaron's sons, shall lay 
the parts, the head, and the 
fat, in order, upon the wood 
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that is on the fire which is 
upon the altar: but his in- 
wards and his legs shall he 
wash in water: and the priest 
shall bam all on the altar, 
to be a burnt sacrifice, an 
ofiering made by fire, of a 
sweet savour unto the Lord.^ 

5 And when any will offer 
a meat offering unto the Lord, 
his offering shall be of fine 
flour; and he shall pour oil 
upon it, and put frankincense 
thereon: and he shall bring 
it to Aaron's sons the priests; 
and he shall take thereout his 
handful of the flour thereof, 
and of the oil thereof, with all 
the frankincense thereof. 

6 And the priest shall burn 
the memorial of it upon the 
altar, to be an offering made 
by fire, of a sweet savour unto 
the Lord ; and the remnant of 
the meat offering shall be 
Aaron's and his sons'; it is a 
thing most holy of the offer- 
ings of the Lord made by fire. 

7 As for the oblation of the 
first fruits, ye shall offer them 
unto the Lord ; but they shall 
not be burnt on the altar for 
a sweet savour. And every 
oblation of thy meat offering 
shalt thou season with salt; 
neither shalt thou suffer the 
salt of the covenant of thy 



God to be lacking from thy 
meat offering: with all thine 
offerings thou shalt offer salt. 

8 And if thou offer a meat 
offering of thy first fruits unto 
the Lord, thou shalt offer for 
the meat offering of thy first 
fruits green ears of com dried 
by the fire, even corn beaten 
out of full ears : and thou 
shalt put oil upon it, and lay 
frankincense thereon; it is a 
meat offering. 

9 And the priest shall burn 
the memorial of it, part of 
the beaten corn thereof, and 
part of the oil thereof, with 
all the frankincense thereof; 
it is an offering made by firo 
unto the Lord. 

10 And the Lord spake 
unto Moses, saying. If a soul 
commit a trespass, and sin 
through ignorance, in the holy 
things of the Lord;^ then he 
shall bring for his trespass 
unto the Lord a ram without 
blemish out of the flocks, with 
thy estimation by shekels of 
silver,^ after the shekel of th^e 
sanctuary, for a trespass offer- 
ing: and he shall make 
amends for the harm that he 
hath done in the holy thing, 
and shall add the fifth part 
thereto, and give it unto the 
priest: and the priest shall 



^ The offering of sacrifices rests upon the very ancient belief that the 
spirits or gods gathered round, and enjoyed .the liberated essences and 
odours of the food. 

' That is, in relation to the sanctuary or the priests. 

' Moses (or the priest) was to estimate the value of the offering. Each 
shekel was something like our florin in value. 



( 30 ) 



make an atonement for bim 
with ibe ram of the trespaas 
offerings and it shall be for- 
given him. 

11 And if a sonl sin, and 
commit anj of these things 
which are forbidden to be 
done by the commandments 
of the Lord; though he wist^ 
it noty yet is he guilty, and 
shall bear his iniquity. And 
he shall bring a ram without 
blemish out of the flock, with 
thy estimation, for a trespass 
offering, unto the priest: and 
the priest shall make an atone- 
ment for him concerning his 
ignorance wherein he erred 
and wist it not, and it shall 
be forgiven him. It is a tres- 
pass offering: he hath cer- 
tainly trespassed against the 
Lord. 

12 And the Lord spake 
unto Moses, saying. If a soul 
sin, and commit a trespass 
affainst the Lord, and lie unto 
his neighbour in that which 
was delivered him to keep, or 
in fellowship, or in a thing 
taken away by violence, or 
hath deceived his neighbour; 
or have found that which was 
lost, and lieth concerning it, and 
Bweareth falsely ; in any of all 
these that a man doeth, sin- 
ning therein, then it shall be, 
because he hath sinned, and is 
guilty, that he shall restore 
that which he took violently 
away, or the thing which he 



hath deoeitfiiUy gotten, or that 
which was delivered him to 
keep, or the lost thing which he 
fonnd, or all that about which 
he hath sworn falsely; he shall 
even restore it in the principal, 
and shall add the fifth part 
more thereto, and give it unto 
him to whom it appertaineth, 
in the day of his trespass offer- 
ing. 

13 And he shall bring his 
trespass offering unto the 
Lord, a ram without blemish 
out of the flock, with thy esti- 
mation, for a trespass offering, 
unto the priest: and the 
priest shall make an atone- 
ment for him before the Lord : 
and it shall be forgiven him 
for anything of all that he hath 
done in trespassing therein. 



2. 

1 And it came to pass that 
Moses called Aaron and his 
sons, and the elders of Israel; 
and he said unto Aaron, Take 
thee a young calf for a sin 
offering, and a ram for a burnt 
offering, without blemish, and 
offer them before the Lord. 

2 And unto the children of 
Israel thou shalt speak, say- 
ing. Take ye a kid of the goats 
for a sin offering; and a calf 
and a lamb, both of the first 
year, without blemish, for a 
burnt offering ; also a bullock 
and a ram for peace offerings, 
to sacrifice before the Loni; 



^ Old EagUth word for know. 
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and a meat offering mingled 
with oil ; for to-day tl^e Lord 
will appear unto you, 

3 And they brought that 
which Moses commanded be- 
fore the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation : and all the congre- 
gation drew near and stood 
before the Lord. And Moses 
said, This is the thing which 
the Lord commanded that ye 
should do : and the glory of the 
Lord shall appear unto you. 

4. . And Moses said unto 
Aaron, Go unto the altar, and 
offer thy sin offering, and thy 
burnt offering, and make an 
atonement for thyself, and for 
the people : and offer the offer- 
ing of the people, and make 
an atonement for them; as 
the Loi^ commanded. 

6 Aaron therefore went 
unto the altar, and slew the 
calf of the sin offering, which 
was for himself. And he 
brought the people's offering, 
and took the goat, which was 
the sin offering for the people, 
and slew it, and offered it for 
sin, as the first. And he 
brought the burnt offering, and 
offered it according to the 
manner ; and Aaron lifted up 
his hand toward the people, 
and blessed them, and came 
down from offering of the sin 
offering, and the burnt offer- 
ing, and peace offerings. 

6 And Moses and Aaron 



went into the tabernacle of the 
congregation, and came out, 
and blessed the people: and 
the glory of the Lord appeared 
unto all the people ; and there 
came a fire out from before the 
Lord, and consumed upon the 
altar the burnt offering and 
the fat: which, when all the 
people saw, they shouted, and 
fell on their faces. [Then fol- 
low extremely minute regula- 
tions concerning leprosy or skin 
disease, and the purification of 
the body and of houses.] 

3. 

1 And the Lord spake unto 
Moses, saying. Speak unto all 
the congregation of the children 
of Israel, and say unto them, 
Ye shall be holy: for I the 
Lord your God am holy. 

2 Ye shall fear^ every man 
his mother, and his father, and 
keep my sabbaths : I am the 
Lord your God. 

3 Turn ye not unto idols, 
nor make to yourselves molten 
gods: I am the Lord your 
God ; and if ye offer a sacrifice 
of peace offerings unto the 
Lord, ye shall offer it at your 
own will. 

4 And when ye reap the 
harvest of your land, thou 
shalt not wholly reap the 
comers of thy field, neither 
shalt thou gather the gleanings 
of thy harvest ; and thou shalt 



1 Or revere. 
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not glean thy vineyard, neither 
shalt thoa gather every grape 
of thy vineyard; thou shalt 
leave them for the poor and 
stranger : I am the Lord your 
God. 

5 Ye shall not steal, neither 
deal falsely, neither lie one to 
another. 

6 And ye shall not swear 
by my name falsely, neither 
shalt thou profane the name 
of thy God : I am the Lord. 

7 Thou shalt not defraud 
thy neighbour, neither rob 
him : the wages of him that is 
hired shall not abide with thee 
all nip;ht until the morning. 

8 Thou shalt not curse the 
deaf, nor put a stumbling-block 
before the blind,, but shalt fear 
thy God : I am the Lord. 

9 Ye shall do no unright- 
eousness in judgment: thou 
shalt not respect^ the person of 
the poor, nor honour the person 
of the mighty ; but in right- 
eousness shalt thou judge thy 
neighbour. 

10 Thou shalt not go up and 



down as a tale-bearer among 
thy people : neither shalt thou 
stand against^ the blood of thy 
neighbour : I am the Lord. 

11 Thou shalt not hate thy 
brother in thy heart; thou 
shalt in any wise rebuke thy 
neighbour, and not suffer sin^ 
upoA him ; thou shalt not 
avenge, nor bear any grudge 
against the children of thy 
people, but thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself : I am the 
Lord. 

12 Thou shalt rise up before 
the hoary head, and honour the 
face of the old man, and fear 
thy God : I am the Lord. 

13 And if a stranger sojourn 
with thee in your land, ye 
shall not vex him; but tbe 
stranger that dwelleth with 
you shall be unto you as one 
bom among you, and thou 
shalt love him as thyself; for 
ye were strangers in the land 
of Egypt : I am the Lord your 
God. 

14 Ye shall do no unright- 
eousness in judgment, in mete- 



^ See also Deuteronomy i. 6. The word respect means to specially 
look at or note. We now use this word only in the sense of noting a 
person for the purpose of shelving consideration or paying deference ; 
but, formerly, the word meant any regardingof another whether for 
kindly or semsh, worthy or unworthy ends, w'e should now say that 
we ought to respect the poor ; but, taking the word as used in this and 
other places in what we may call its bad sense, the command means 
that it is wrong to so look upon the poor as to make his poverty a 
reason for neglecting or oppressing him. 

' This probably means, Thou shalt not witness falsely against thy 
neighbour, in a matter of life and death ; or plot his destruction. 

>Thi8 would be clearer if we read it, and not sufer sin to be upon him. 
The meaning is that if we fail to rebuke sin we become responsible 
for its continuance, and so, in a sense, share the guilt of it. 
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yard,^ in weight, or in measure. 
Just balances, just weights, a 
just ephah, and a just hin, 
shall ye have. 

15 I am the Lord your God, 
which brought you out of the 
land of Egypt ; therefore shall 
ye observe all my statutes, and 
all my judgments, and do 
them : I am the Lord. 

16 And the Lord spake 
unto Moses, saying, Speak 
unto Aaron, and to his sons, 
and unto all the children of 
Israel, and say unto them, 
Whatsoever he be of the house 
of Israel, or of the strangers 
in Israel, that will offer his 
oblation for all his vows, and 
for all his freewill offerings, 
which they will offer unto the 
Lord for a burnt offering, ye 
shall offer at your own will a 
male without blemish, of the 
beeves, of the sheep, or of the 
goats ; but whatsoever hath a 
blemish, that shall ye not offer, 
for it shall not be acceptable 
for you. 

17 And whosoever offereth 
a sacrifice of peace offerings 
unto the Lord to accomplish 
his vow, or a freewill offering 
in beeves or sheep, it shall be 
perfect to be accepted : there 
shall be no blemish therein. 
Blind, or broken, or maimed, 
or having a wen, or scurvy, or 
scabbed, ye shall not offer 
these unto the Lord, nor make 



an offering by fire of them 
upon the altar unto the Lord. 
18 Either a bullock or a 
lamb that hath any thing 
superfluous or lacking in his 
parts, that mayest thou offer 
for a freewill offering ; but for 
a vow it shall not be accepted. 
Ye shall not offer unto the 
Lord that which is bruised, or 
crushed, or broken, or cut; 
neither shall ye make any 
offering thereof in your land. 



4. 

1 And the Lord spake unto 
Moses in mount Sinai, saying, 
Speak unto the children of 
Israel, and say unto them. 
When ye come into the land 
which I give you, then shall 
the land keep a sabbath unto 
the Lord. 

2 Six years shalt thou sow 
thy field, and six years shalt 
thou prune thy vineyard, and 
gather in the fruit thereof; 
but in the seventh year shall 
be a sabbath of rest unto the 
land, a sabbath for the Lord : 
thou shalt neither sow thy 
field nor prune thy vineyard. 

3 That which groweth of 
its own accord of thy harvest 
thou shalt not reap, neither 
gather the grapes of thy vine 
undressed : for it is a year of 
rest unto the land. 

4 And thou shalt number 
seven sabbaths of years unto 



^ Or measure of length. 
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thetf weren tames seren jeMtm ; 
and tbe space of the seven 
sabbsUis of jesis shall be onto 
thee lortj aod nine jesxs; then 
shalt thoa cause the tmmpei 
of the jubilee to sound on the 
tenth dajof theseventh month, 
in the daj of atonemcsnt shall 
je make the trumpet sonnd 
throughout ail your huuL 

5 And ye shall hallow the 
fiftieth year, and proclaim 
libertj throughout all the land 
unto all the inhabitants there- 
of: it shall be a jubilee unto 
jon; and ye shall return every 
man unto his possession, and 
ye shall return every man unto 
bis family. 

6 A j u bilee shall that fiftieth 
year Ite unto you : ye shall not 
sow, neither reap that which 
groweth of itself in it, nor 
gather the grapes in it of thy 
vine undressed : for it is the 
jubilee ; it shall be holy unto 
you : ye shall eat the increase 
thereof out of the field. 



7 In the year of this jubilee 
ye shall return evetr noan nnto 
his pcHsession; and if thoa 
sell ought unto thy neighbour, 
or buy ought of thy neigh- 
bours handy ye shall not oppress 
one another. Acoocding to the 
number of years after the 
jubilee thou shalt buy of thy 
neighbour, and according unto 
the number of years of the 
fruits he shall sell unto thee : 
according to the multitude of 
years thou shalt increase the 
price thereof, and according to 
the fewness of years thou shalt 
diminish the price of it : for 
according to the number of the 
years of the fruits doth he sell 
unto thee. 

8 Ye shall not therefore 
oppress one another ; but thou 
shalt fear thy God ; for I am 
the Lord your God. The land 
shall not be sold for ever : for 
the land is mine ; for ye are 
strangers and sojourners with 
me. 



THE BOOK OF NUMBERS. 

This Book takes its name from the records it contains concerning the 
numbering of the children of Israel. It is also a continuation of 
the story of the wanderings and experiences of the people on their 
way to the land of Canaan, and of legislative enactments respecting 
the tabernacle, worship, and public health. 



1. 

I And the Lord spake unto 
Moses in the wilderness of 



Sinai, in the tabernacle of the 
congregation, on the first day 
of the second month, in the 
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second year after they were 
come out of the land of Egypt, 
saying, Take ye the sum of all 
the congregation of the child- 
ren of Israel, after their fami- 
lies, by the house of their 
fathers, with the number of 
their names, every male by 
their polls ;^ from twenty years 
old and upward, all that are 
able to go forth to war in 
Israel : thou and Aaron shall 
number them by their armies. ^ 
And with you there shall be 
a man of every tribe : every 
one head of tlie house of his 
fathers. 

2 And Moses and Aaron 
assembled all the congregation 
together on the first day of the 
second month, and they de- 
clared their pedigrees after 
their families, by the house of 
their fathers, according to the 
number of the names, from 
twenty years old and upward, 
by their polls. As the Lord 
commanded Moses, so he num- 
bered them in the wilderness 
of Sinai. 

3 But the Levites after the 
tribe of their fathers were not 
numbered among them; for 
the Lord had spoken unto 
Moses, saying, Only thou shalt 
not number the tribe of Levi, 
neither take the sum of them 
among the children of Israel ; 
but thou shalt appoint the 
Levites over the tabeiiiacle of 



testimony, and over all the 
vessels thereof, and over all 
things that belong to. it j they 
shall bear the tabernacle, and 
all the vessels thereof; and 
they shall minister unto it, 
and shall encamp round about 
the tabernacle. 

4 And when the tabernacle 
setteth forward, the Levites 
shall take it down : and when 
the tabernacle is to be pitched, 
the Levites shall set it up: 
and the stranger that cometh 
nigh shall be put to death. 
And the children of Israel 
shall pitch their tents, every 
man by his own camp, and 
every man by his own stand- 
ard, throughout their hosts; 
but the Levites shall pitch 
round about the tabernacle of 
testimony, that there be no 
wrath upon the congregation 
of the children of Israel : and 
the Levites shall keep the 
charge of the tabernacle of 
testimony. 

5 And the children of Is- 
rael did according to all that 
the Lord commanded Moses, so 
did they. 

6 And the Lord spake unto 
Moses, saying, Speak unto 
Aaron and unto his sons, say- 
ing. On this wise ye shall 
bless the children of Israel, 
saying unto them. The Lord 
bless thee and keep thee : the 
Lord make his face shine upon 



^ Or separately, i.e., one by one, * Or hosts. 
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tbee, and be gracious anto 
thee: the Lord lift ap his 
conntenance upon thee, and 
give thee peace. And they 
shall put mj name upon the 
children of Israel; and I 
will bless them. 



2. 

1 Akd the Lord spake unto 
Moses, saying, Send thou men, 
that they may search the land 
of Canaan, which I give onto 
the children of Israel ; of every 
tribe of their fathers shall ye 
send a man, every one a ruler 
among them. 

2 And Moses by the com- 
mandment of the Lord sent 
them from the wilderness of 
Paran; all those men were 
heads of the children of Israel. 

3 And Moses sent them to 
spy out the land of Canaan, 
and said unto them. Get you 
up this wav southward, and 
go up into the mountain j and 
see the land, what it is; and 
the people that dwelleth there- 
in, whether they be strong or 
weak, few or many ; and what 
the land is that they dwell in, 
whether it be good or bad; 
and what cities they be that 
they dwell in, whether in 
tents or in strong holds ; and 
what the land is, whether it 
be fat or lean, whether there 
be wood therein, or not : and 
be ye of good courage, and 
bring of the fruit of the land. 



Now the time was the time of 
the firstripe grapes. 

4 So they went up, and 
searched the land from the 
wilderness of Zin unto Rehob, 
as men come to Hamath. And 
they ascended by the south, 
and came unto Hebron ; where 
Aiiiman, Sheshai, and Talmai, 
the children of Anak, were. 

5 And they came nnto the 
brook of Eshcol, and cut down 
from thence a branch with one 
cluster of grapes, and they 
bare it between two upon a 
staff; and they brought of the 
pomegranates, and of the figs. 
The place was called the brook 
Eshcol, because of the cluster 
of grapes which the children 
of Israel cut down from thence. 

6 And they returned from 
searching of the land after 
forty days: and they went 
and came to Moses, and to 
Aaron, and to all the congre- 
gation of the children of Is- 
rael, unto thQ wilderness of 
Paran, to Kadesh; and brought 
back word unto them, and 
unto all the congregation, and 
shewed them the fruit of the 
land. 

7 And they told him, and 
said. We came unto the land 
whither thou sentest us, and 
surely it floweth with milk 
and honey; and this is the 
fruit of it. Nevertheless, the 
people be strong that dwell in 
the land, and the cities are 
walled, and very great : and 
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moreover we saw the children 
of Auak there. The Amale- 
kites dwell in the land of the 
south : and the Hittites, and 
the Jebusites, and the Amor- 
ites, dwell in the mountains : 
and the Canaanites dwell by 
the sea, and by the coast of 
Jordan. 

8 And Caleb stilled the 
people before Moses, and said, 
Let us go up at once, and 
possess it; for we ^i*e well 
able to overcome it. But the 
men that went up with him 
said. We be not able to go up 
against the people; for they 
are stronger than we. 

9 And they brought up an 
evil report of the land which 
they had searched unto the 
children of Israel, saying, The 
land, through which we have 
gone to search it, is a lund that 
eateth up the inhabitants, 
thereof; and all the people 
that we saw in it are men of a 
great stature. And there we 
saw the giants, the sons of 
Anak, which come of the 
giants : and we were in our 
own sight as grasshoppers, and 
so we were in their sight. 
And all the congregation lifted 
up their voice, and cried : and 
the people wept that night. 

10 And all the children of 
Israel murmured against Moses 
and against Aaron: and the 
whole congregation said unto 
them. Would God that we had 
died in the land of Egypt i or 



would God that we had died 
in this wilderness ! and where- 
fore hath the Lord brought us 
unto this land, to fall by the 
sword, that our wives and our 
children should be a prey ? 
were it not better for us to 
return into Egypt 1 

11 And they said one to 
another. Let us make a captain, 
and let us return into Egypt. 
Then Moses and Aaron fell on 
their faces before all the assem> 
bly of the congregation of the 
children of' Isi'aeL 

12 And Joshua the son of 
Nun, and Caleb the son of 
Jephunneh, which were of 
them that searched the land^ 
rent their clothes : and they 
spake unto all the company of 
the children of Israel, saying,. 
The land, which we passed 
through to search it, is an 
exceeding good land; if the 
Lord delight in us, then he 
will bring us into this land, 
and give it us : a land which 
floweth with milk And honey ; 
only rebel not ye against the 
Lord, neither fear ye the people 
of the land : for they are bread 
for us : their defence is de- 
parted from them, and the 
Lord is with us: fear them not. 

13 But all the congregation 
bade stone them with stones ; 
and the glory of the Lord 
appeared in the tabernacle of 
the congregation before all the 
children of Israel. And the 
Lord said unto Moses, How 
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long will this people provoke 
me ? and how long will it be 
ere they believe me, for all the 
signs which I have shewed 
among them? I will smite 
them with the pestilence, and 
disinherit them, and will make 
of thee a greater nation and 
mightier than they. 

14 And Moses said unto the 
Lord, Then the Egyptians shall 
hear it, (for thou broughtest up 
this people in thy might from 
among them;) and they will 
tell it to the inhabitants of this 
land : for they have heard that 
thou Lord art among this peo- 
ple, that thou Lord art seen 
face to face, and that thy cloud 
standeth over them, and that 
thou goest before them, by 
day time in a pillar of a cloud, 
and in a pillar of fire by 
night. 

15 Now if thou shalt kill all 
this people as one man, then 
the nations which have heard 
the fame of thee will speak, 
saying, Because the Lord was 
not able to bring this people 
into the land which he sware 
unto them, therefore he hath 
slain them in the wilderness. 

1 6 A.nd now, I beseech thee, 
let the power of my Lord be 
great, according as thou hast 
spoken, saying, The Lord is 
long-suffering, and of great 
mercy, forgiving iniquity and 
transgression, and by no means 
clearing the guilty, visiting 
the iniquity of the fathers upon 



the children unto the third and 
fourth generation. 

17 Pardon, I beseech thee, 
the iniquity of this people 
according unto the greatness 
of thy mercy, and as thou hast 
forgiven this people, from 
Egypt even until now. And 
the Lord said, I have pardoned 
according to thy word : but as 
truly as I live, all the earth 
shall be filled with the glory 
of the Lord. 

18 Because all those men 
which have seen my glory, and 
my miracles, which I did in 
Egypt and in the wilderness, 
and have tempted me now 
these ten times, and have not 
hearkened to my voice, surely 
they shall not see the land 
which I sware unto their 
fathers, neither shall any of 
them that provoked me see it. 

19 But my servant Caleb, 
because he had another spirit 
with him, and hath followed 
me fully, him will I bring into 
the land whereinto he went; 
and his seed shall possess it. 
To-morrow turn you, and get 
you into the wilderness by the 
Ked sea. 

20 And the Lord spake unto 
Moses and unto Aaron, say- 
ing, How long shall I bear 
with this evil congregation, 
which murmur against mel 
I have heard the murmurings 
of the children of Israel, which 
they murmur against me. 

21 Say unto them. As truly 
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as I live, saith the Lord, as ye 
have spoken in mine ears, so 
will I do to yon : your carcases 
shall fall in this wilderness; 
and all that were numbered of 
you, according to your whole 
number, from twenty years 
old and upward, which have 
murmured against me, doubt- 
less ye shall not come into the 
land, concerning which I sware 
to make you dwell therein, 
save Caleb the son of Jephun- 
neh, and Joshua the son of 
Nun. 

22 But your little ones, 
which ye said should be a prey, 
them will I bring in, and they 
shall know the land which ye 
have despised ; but as for you, 
your carcases, they shall fall 
in this wilderness; and your 
children shall wander in the 
wilderness forty years. 



3. 

1 And the children of Israel, 
even the whole congregation, 
journeyed from Kadesh, and 
came iinto mount Hor; and 
the Lord spake unto Moses 
and Aaron in mount Hor, by 
the coast of the land of Edom, 
saying, Aaron shall be gathered 
unto his people : for he shall 
not enter into the land which 
I have given unto the children 
of Israel, because ye rebelled 
against my word at the water 
of Meribah. 



2 Take Aaron and Eleazar 
his son, and bring them up 
unto mount Hor : and strip 
Aaron of his garments, and 
put them upon Eleazar his 
son : and Aaron shall be 
gathered unto his people, and 
shall die there. And Moses 
did as the Lord commanded : 
and they went up into mount 
Hor in the sight of all the con- 
gregation; and Moses stripped 
Aaron of his garments, and 
put them upon Eleazar his 
son: and Aharon died there 
jin the top of the mount: 
and Moses and Eleazar came 
down from the mount; and 
when all the congregation saw 
that Aaron was dead, they 
mourned for Aaron thirty 
days, even all the house of 
Israel. 

3 And when king Arad the 
Canaanite, which dwelt in the 
south, heard tell that Israel 
came by the way of the spies ; 
then he fought against Israel, 
and took some of them prison- 
ers. 

4 And Israel vowed a vow 
unto the Lord, and said, If 
thou wilt indeed deliver this 
people into my hand, then I 
will utterly destroy their cities. 
And the Lord hearkened to 
the voice of Israel, and de- 
livered up the Canaanites; and 
they utterly destroyed them 
and their cities^ : and he called 



^ No one can fail here to see that the writer's conception of God fell, 
far short of that heavenly ideal set forth by Jesus, whea he said : — 
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the name of the place Hor- 
mah«i 

5 And thej joamejed from 
mount Hor bj the waj of the 
Bed sea, to compass the land 
of £dom : and the sonl of the 
|)eople waa mnch disooaraged 
because of the way ; and the 
|ieople spake against God, and 
against Moses, Wherefore have 
ye brought us up out of Egypt 
to die in the wilderness? for 
there is no bread, neither is 
there any water : and our soul 
loathetU this light bread. 

6 And the Lord sent fiery 
serpents among the people, and 
they bit the people: and much 
people of Israel died; there- 
fore the people came to Moses, 
tmd said, We have sinned, for 
we have spoken against the 
Lord, and against thee; pray 
unto the Lord, that he take 
away the serpents from us. 
And Moses prayed for the 
people. 

7 And the Lord said unto 
Moses, Make thee a fiery ser- 
pent, and set it upon a pole : 
and it shall come to pass, that 
every one that is bitten, when 
he looketh upon it, shall live. 
And Moses made a serpent of 
brass, and put it upon a pole, 
and it came to pass, that if a 
serpent had bitten any man, 
when he beheld the serpent of 
brass, he lived. 



8 And the Lord spake onto 
Mosea in the plains of Moab 
near Jericho, saying. Speak 
unto the children of Israel, 
and say unto them. When ye 
are passed over Jordan into 
the land of Canaan, then ye 
shall drive out all the inhabi- 
tants of the land from before 
you, and destroy all their pic- 
tures, and destroy all their 
molten images, and quite pluck 
down all their high places: 
and ye shall dispossess the 
inhabitants of the land, and 
dwell therein : for I have given 
you the land to possess it. 

9 And ye shall divide the 
land by lot for an inheritance 
among your families : and to 
the more ye shall give the 
more inheritance, and to the 
fewer ye shall give the less 
inheritance : every man's in- 
heritance shall be in the place 
where his lot falieth ; accord- 
ing to the tribes of your 
fathers ye shall inherit it. 

10 But if ye will not drive 
out the inhabitants of the land 
from before you, then it shall 
come to pass, that those which 
ye let remain of them shall be 
pricks in your eyes, and thorns 
in your sides, and shall vex you 
in the land wherein ye dwell ; 
moreover it shall come to pass, 
that I shall do unto you as I 
thought to do unto them. 



** Love yoar enemies, and do good . . . and ye shall be the children of 
the Highesti for he is kind to the unthankful and to the eviL Be ye 
therefore merciful, aa your Father alao is mercifuL" 
^ That 18) annihilation. 
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THE BOOK OF DEUTEEONOMY. 

The word Deuteronomy is made up of two words, and means repetition 
or second account of the Law ; and this book is so called because it 
describes Moses himself as relating, in another form, the sto^ of 
the wanderings of the children of Israel in the wilderness, and the 
giving of the Law, both from Sinai and afterward, for the good 
government of the people. It contains also many touching and 
beautiful appeals to the people to be faithful to God and His com- 
mandments. 



1. 

1 These be the words which 
Moses spake unto all Israel 
on this side Jordan in the 
wilderness, in the plain over 
against the Red sea, between 
Paran and Tophel and Laban 
and Hazeroth and Dizahab.^ 

2 The Lord our God spake 
unto us in Horeb, saying, Ye 
have dwelt long enough in 
this mount: turn you, and 
take your journey, and go to 
the mount of the Amorites, 
and unto all the places nigh 
thereunto, in the plain, in the 
hills, and in the vale, and in 
the south, and by the sea side, 
to the land of the Canaanites, 
and unto Lebanon, unto the 
great river, the river Eu- 
phrates. 

3 Behold I have set the 
land before you : go in and 
possess the land which the 
Lord sware unto your fathers, 



Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
to give unto them and to their 
seed after them. 

4 And I spake unto you at 
that time, saying, I am not 
able to bear you myself alone : 
the Lord your God hath mul- 
tiplied you, and, behold, ye 
are this day as the stars of 
heaven for multitude. The 
Lord God of your fathers 
make you a thousand times 
so many more as ye are, and 
bless you, as he hath promised 
you. How can I myself alone 
bear your cumbrance, and your 
burden, and your strife % Take 
you wise men, and understand- 
ing, and known among your 
tribes, and I will make them 
rulers over you. 

5 And ye answered me, and 
said. The thing which thou 
hast spoken is good for us to 
do. So I took the chief of 
your tribes, wise men, and 



^ It is almost certain that this putting of the Deuteronomy story into 
the mouth of Moses is more poetic than historical. In ancient times it 
was regarded as an innocent or even pious act — to set forth, in some 
great man's name, speeches and records which were thought to be true, 
and worthy of him. This Book was probably written by some prophet 
or priest as much as 800 years after the period usually regarded as the 
time of Moses. 

4 
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known, and made them heads 
over you, captains over thou- 
sands, and captains over hun- 
dreds, and captains over fifties, 
and captains over tens, and 
officers among jour tribes. 

6 And I charged your judges 
at that time, saying, Hear the 
causes between your brethren, 
and judge righteously between 
every man and his brother, 
and the stranger that is with 
him. Ye shall not respect ^ 
pecions in judgment; but ye 
shall hear the small as well as 
the great; ye shall not be 
afraid of the face of man ; for 
the judgment is God's; and 
the cause that is too hard for 
you, bring it unto me, and I 
will hear it. And I com- 
manded you at that time all 
the things which ye should do. 

7 And I commanded Joshua 
at that time, saying. Thine 
eyes have seen all that the 
Lord your God hath done 
unto these two kings : so shall 
the Lord do unto all the king- 
doms whither thou passest. 
Ye shall not fear them : for 
the Lord your God he shall 
£ght for you. 

8 And I besought the Lord 
at that time, saying, O Lord 
God, thou hast begun to shew 
thy servant thy greatness, and 
thy mighty hand; for what 
God is there in heaven or in 
earth that can do according to 



thy works, and according to 
thy might? I pray thee, let 
me go over, and see the good 
land that is beyond Jordan, 
that goodly mountain, and 
Lebanon. But the Lord was 
wroth with me for your sakes, 
and would not hear me : and 
the Lord said unto me, Let it 
suffice thee; speak no more 
unto me of this matter. Get 
thee up into the top of Pisgah, 
and lift up thine eyes west- 
ward, and northward, and 
southward, and eastward, and 
behold it with thine eyes : for 
thou shalt not go over this 
Jordan. But charge Joshua, 
and encourage him, and 
strengthen him : for he shall 
go over before this people, and 
he shall cause them to inherit 
the land which thou shalt see. 



2. 

1 Now therefore hearken, 

Israel, unto the statutes 
and unto the judgments, which 

1 teach you, for to do them,, 
that ye may live, and go in 
and possess the land which 
the Lord God of your fathers 
giveth you. Ye shall not add 
unto the word which I com- 
mand you, neither shall ye 
diminish ought from it, that 
ye may keep the command- 
ments of the Lord your God 
which I command you. 

2 Your eyes have seen what 



^ See Leviticus 3 : 9. 
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the Lord did because of Baal- 
peor : for all the men that fol- 
lowed Baal-peor, the Lord thy 
God hath destroyed them 
among you : but ye that did 
cleave unto the Lord your God 
are alive every one of you this 
day. 

3 Behold, I have taught you 
statutes and judgments, even 
as the Lord my God com- 
manded me, that you should 
do so in the land whither ye 
go to possess it. Keep there- 
fore and do them ; for this is 
your wisdom and your under- 
standing in the sight of the 
nations, which shall hear all 
these statutes, and say. Surely 
this great nation is a wise and 
understanding people. 

4 For what nation is there 
so great,, who hath Grod so 
nigh unto them, as the Lord 
our God is in all things that 
we call upon him for ) And 
what nation is there so great, 
that hath statutes and judg- 
ments so righteous as all this 
law, which I set before you 
this day? 

5 Only take heed to thyself, 
and keep thy soul diligently, 
lest thou forget the things 
which thine eyes have seen, 
and lest they depart from thy 
heart all the days of thy life : 
but teach them thy sons, and 
thy sons' sons; specially the 
day that thou stoodest before 
the Lord thy God in Horeb, 
when the Lord said unto me. 



Gather me the people together, 
and I will make them hear my 
words, that they may learn to 
fear me all the days that they 
shall live upon the earth, and 
that they may teach their 
children. 

6 And ye came near and 
stood under the mountain; 
and the mountain burned with 
fire unto the midst of heaven, 
with darkness, clouds, and 
thick darkness. And the 
Lord spake unto you out of 
the midst of the fire ; ye heard 
the voice of the words, but 
saw no similitude; only ye 
heard a voice. And he de- 
clared unto you his covenant, 
which he commanded you to 
perform, even ten command- 
ments; and he wrote them 
upon two tables of stone. 

7 And the Lord commanded 
me at that time to teach you 
statutes and judgments, that 
ye might do them in the land 
whither ye go over to possess it. 

8 Take ye therefore good 
heed unto yourselves; for ye 
saw no manner of similitude 
on the day that the Lord spake 
unto you in Horeb out of the 
midst of the fire : lest ye cor- 
rupt yourselves, and make you 
a graven image, the similitude 
of any figure, the likeness of 
male or female, the likeness of 
any beast that is on the earth, 
the likeness of any winged 
fowl that fiieth in the air, the 
likeness of any thing that 
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creepeth on the ground, the 
likeness of any fish that is in 
the waters beneath the earth : 

9 And lest thou lift up 
thine eyes unto heaven, and 
when thou seest the sun, and 
the moon, and the stars, even 
all the host of heaven, should- 
est be driven to worship them, 
and serve them, which the 
Lord thy God hath divided 
unto all nations under the 
whole heaven. 

10 But the Lord hath taken 
you, and brought you forth out 
of the iron furnace, even out of 
Egypt, to be unto him a peo-* 
pie of inheritance, as ye are 
this day. 

11 Furthermore the Lord 
was angry with me for your 
sakes, and sware that I should 
not go over Jordan, and that 
I should not go in unto that 
good land, which the Lord 
thy God giveth thee for an 
inheritance: but I must die 
in this land, I must not go 
over Jordan: but ye shall go 
over, and possess that good 
land. 

12 Take heed unto your- 
selves, lest ye forget the cove- 
nant of the Lord your God, 
which he made with you, and 
make you a graven image, or 
the likeness of any thing, 
which the Lord thy God hath 
forbidden thee. For the Lord 
thy God is a consuming fire, 
even a jealous God. 

13 When thou shalt beget 



children, and children's child- 
ren, and ye shall have re- 
mained long in the land, and 
shall corrupt yourselves, and 
make a graven image, or the 
likeness of any thing, and shall 
do evil in the sight of the Lord 
thy God, to provoke him to 
anger, I call heaven and earth 
to witness against you this 
day, that ye shall soon utterly 
perish from off the land where- 
unto ye go over Jordan to 
possess it: ye shall not pro- 
long your days upon it, but 
shall utterly be destroyed. 

14 And the Lord shall 
scatter you among the nations, 
and ye shall be left few in 
number among the heathen, 
whither the Lord shall lead 
you. And there ye shall 
serve gods, the work of men's 
hands, wood and stone, which 
neither see, nor hear, nor eat, 
nor smell. 

15 But if from thence thou 
shalt seek the Lord thy God, 
thou shalt find him, if thou 
seek him with all thy heart 
and with all thy soul. When 
thou art in tribulation, and all 
these things are come upon 
thee, even in the latter days, 
if thou turn to the Lord thy 
God, and shall be obedient 
unto his voice, (for the Lord 
thy God is a merciful God,) 
he will not forsake thee, 
neither destroy thee, nor for- 
get the covenant of thy fathers 
which he sware unto them. 
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16 For ask now of the days 
that are past, which were be- 
fore thee, since the day that 
God created man upon the 
earth, and ask from the one 
side of heaven unto the other, 
whether there hath been any 
such thing as this great thing 
is, or hath been heard like it) 

17 Did ever people hear the 
voice of Grod speaking out of 
the midst of the fire, as thou 
hast heard, and live ? Or hath 
God assayed to go and take 
him a nation from the midst 
of another nation, by tempta- 
tions, by signs, and by wonders, 
and by war, and by a mighty 
hand, and by a stretched out 
arm, and by great terrors, 
according to all that the Lord 
your God did for you in Egypt 
before your eyes ) 

1 8 Unto thee it was shewed, 
that thou mightest know that 
the Lord he is God ; there is 
none else beside him. Out of 
heaven he made thee to hear 
his voice, that he might in- 
struct thee: and upon earth 
he shewed thee his great fire ; 
and thou heardest his words 
out of the midst of the i^re, 

19 And because he loved 
thy fathers, therefore he chose 
their seed after them, and 
brought thee out in his sight 
with his mighty power out of 
Egypt; to drive out nations 
from before thee greater and 
mightier than thou art, to 
bring thee in, to give thee 



their land for an inheritance, 
as it is this day. 

20 Know therefore this day, 
and consider it in thy heart, 
that the Lord he is God in 
heaven above, and upon the 
earth beneath: there is none 
else. Thou skalt keep there- 
fore his statutes, and his com- 
mandments, which I command 
thee this day, that it may 
go well with thee, and with 
thy children after thee, and 
that thou mayest prolong thy 
days upon the earth, which 
the Lord thy God giveth thee 
for ever. 



3. 

1 Now these are the com- 
mandments, the statutes, and 
the judgments, which the Lord 
your God commanded to teach 
you, that ye might do them in 
the land whither ye go to pos- 
sess it: that thou mightest 
fear the Lord thy God, to keep 
all his statutes and his com- 
mandments, which I command 
thee, thou, and thy son, and 
thy sons' son, all the days of 
thy life ; and that thy days may 
be prolonged. 

2 Hear therefore, O Israel, 
and observe to do it; that it may 
be well with thee, and that ye 
may increase mightily, as the 
Lord God of thy fathers hath 
promised thee, in the land that 
iioweth with milk and honey. 

3 Hear, O Israel : the Lord 
our God is one Lord : and 
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thou sbalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all 
thy might. 

4 And these words which I 
command thee this day shall be 
in thy heart; and thoa shalt 
teach them diligently unto thy 
children, and shalt talk of 
them when thoa sittest in thy 
house, and when thou walkest 
by the way, and when thou 
liest down, and when thou 
risest up. And thou shalt 
bind them for a sign upon 
thy hand, and they shall be 
as frontlets^ between thine 
eyes. And thou shalt write 
them upon the posts of thy 
house, and on thy gates. 

5 And it shall be, when the 
Lord thy God shall have 
brought thee into the land 
which he sware unto thy fa- 
thers, to Abraham, to Isaac, 
and to Jacob, to give thee 
great and goodly cities, which 
thou buildedst not, and 
houses full of all good things, 
which thou filledst not, and 
wells digged, which thou dig- 
gedst not, vineyards and olive 
trees, which thou plantedst 
not; when thou shalt have 
eaten and be full, then be- 
ware lest thou forget the Lord, 
which brought thee forth out 



of the land of Egypt, from the 
house of bondage. 

6 Thou shalt fear the Lord 
thy Crod, and serve him, and 
shalt swear by his name. Ye 
shall not go after other gods, 
of the gods of the people which 
are round about you : (for the 
Lord thy God is a jealous God 
among you) lest the anger of 
the I^rd thy God be kindled 
against thee, and destroy thee 
from off the face of the earth. 

7 Ye shall not tempt the 
Lord your God, as ye tempted 
him in Massah. Ye shall 
diligently keep the command- 
ments of the Lord your God, 
and his testimonies, and his 
statutes, which he hath com- 
manded thee. And thou shalt 
do that which is right and 
good in the sight of the Lord : 
that it may be well with thee, 
and that thou mayest go in 
and possess the good land which 
the Lord. sware unto thy far 
thers, to cast out all thine 
enemies from before thee, as 
the Lord hath spoken. 

8 And when thy son asketh 
thee in time to come, saying, 
What mean the testimonies, 
and the statutes, and the judg- 
ments, which the Lord our 
God hath commanded you? 
then thou shalt say unto thy 



^ The JronUet was made of parchment or leather, on which certain 
characters were written. This was bound round the forehead with a 
band of some kind. The sacred words are here ordered to be treated 
as amulets or charms. 
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son, We were Pharaoh's bond- 
men in Egjpt ; and the Lord 
brought us oat of Egypt with 
a mighty hand : and the Lord 
shewed signs and wonders, 
great and sore, upon Egypt, 
upon Pharaoh, and upon all 
his household, before our eyes : 
and . he brought us out from 
thence, that he might bring us 
in, to give us the land which 
he sware unto our fathera 

9 And the Lord commanded 
us to do all these statutes, to 
fear the Lord our God, for 
our good always, that he might 
preserve us alive, as it is at this 
day. And it shall be our 
righteousness, if we observe to 
do all these commandments be- 
fore the Lord our God, as he 
hath commanded us. 



1 All the commandments 
which I command thee this 
day shall ye observe to do, 
that ye may live, and multi- 
ply, and go in and possess the 
land which the Lord sware 
onto your fathers. 

2 And thou shalt remember 
all the way which the Lord 
thy God led thee these forty 
years in the wilderness, to 
humble thee, and to prove 
thee, to know what was in thy 
heart, whether thou wouldest 
keep his commandments or no. 

3 And he humbled thee, 
aad suffered thee to hunger, 



and fed thee with manna, 
which thou knewest not, nei- 
ther did thy fathers know; 
that he might make thee know 
that man doth not live by 
bread only, but by every word 
that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of the Lord doth man 
live. Thy raiment waxed not 
old upon thee, neither did thy 
foot swell these forty years. 

4 Thou shalt also consider 
in thy heart, that, as a man 
chasteneth his son, so the 
Lord thy God chasteneth thee. 
Therefore thou shalt keep the 
commandments of the Lord 
thy Gk)d, to walk in his ways, 
and to fear him. 

6 For the Lord thy God 
bringeth thee into a good 
land, a land of brooks of water, 
of fountains and depths that 
spring out of valleys and hills ; 
a land of wheat, and barley, 
and vines, and fig trees, and 
pomegranates ; a land of oil 
olive, and honey; a land 
wherein thou shalt eat bread 
without scarceness, thou shalt 
not lack any thing in it; a 
land whose stones are iron, 
and out of whose hills thou 
mayest dig brass. 

6 When thou hast eaten 
and aft full, then thou shalt 
bless the Lord thy God for the 
good land which he hath given 
thee. Beware that thou for- 
get not the Lord thy God, 
in not keeping his command- 
ments, and his judgments, and 
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his statutes, which I command 
thee this day. 

7 Lest when thou hast 
eaten and art full, and hast 
built goodly houses, and dwelt 
therein ; and when thy herds 
and thy flocks multiply, and 
thy silver and thy gold is mul- 
tiplied, and all that thou hast 
is multiplied ; then thy heart 
be lifted up, and thou forget 
the Lord thy God, which 
brought thee forth out of the 
land of Egypt, from the house 
of bondage; who led thee 
through that great and terrible 
wilderness ; and thou say in 
thy heart, My power and the 
might of my hand hath gotten 
me this wealth. 

8 But thou shalt remember 
the Lord thy Grod ; for it is he 
that giveth thee power to get 
wealth, that he may establish 
his covenant which he sware 
unto thy fathers, as it is this 
day. 

9 And it shall be, if thou 
do at all forget the Lord thy 
God, and walk after other 
gods, and serve them, and 
worship them, I testify against 
you this day that ye shall 
surely perish. As the nations 
which the Lord destroyeth 
before your face, so shall ye 
perish ; because ye would not 
be obedient unto the voice of 
the Lord your God. 

10 Behold, I set before you 
this day a blessing and a curse : 
a blessing, if ye obey the com- 



mandments of the Lord your 
God, which I command you 
this day: and a curse, if ye 
will not obey the command- 
ments of the Lord your God, 
but turn aside out of the way 
which I command you this 
day, to go after other gods, 
which ye have not known. 

1 1 And it shall come to pass, 
when all these things are come 
upon thee, the blessing and 
the curse, which I have set 
before thee, and thou shalt 
call them to mind among 
all the nations whither the 
Lord thy God hath driven 
thee, and shalt return unto 
the Lord thy God, and shalt 
obey his voice according to all 
that I command thee this day, 
thou and thy children, with 
all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul ; that then the Lord 
thy God will turn thy cap- 
tivity, and have compassion 
upon thee, and will return and 
gather thee from all the na- 
tions whither the Lord thy 
God hath scattered thee. 

1 2 If any of thine be driven 
out unto the outmost parts of 
heaven, from thence will the 
Lord thy God gather thee, 
and from thence will he fetch 
thee : and the Lord thy Gk>d 
will bring thee into the land 
which thy fathers possessed, 
and thou shalt possess it ; and 
he will do thee good, and mul* 
tiply thee above thy fathers. 

13 And the Lord thy God 
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will circumcise thy heart, 
and the heart of thy seed, to 
lov.e the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul, that thou mayest 
live. And the Lord thy God 
will put all these cui'ses upon 
thine enemies, and on them 
that hate thee, which perse- 
cuted thee.^ And thou shalt 
return and obey the voice of 
the Lord, and do all his com- 
mandments which I command 
thee this day. 

14 And the Lord thy God 
will make thee plenteous in 
every work of thy hand, in 
the fruit of thy body, and in 
the fruit of , thy cattle, and in 
the fruit of thy land, for good : 
for the Lord will again rejoice 
over thee for good, as he re- 
joiced over thy fathers, if 
thou shalt hearken unto the 
voice of the Lord thy God, to 
keep his comuiandments and 
his statutes which are written 
in this book of the law, and if 
thou turn unto the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul. 

15 For this commandment 
which I command thee this 
day, it is not hidden from 
thee, neither is it far off. It 
is not in heaven, that thou 
shouldest say. Who shall go 



up for us to heaven, and bring 
it unto us, that we may hear 
it, and do it? Neither is it 
beyond the sea, that thou 
shouldest say. Who shall go 
over the sea for us, and bring 
it unto us, that we may hear 
it, and do it? But the word 
is very nigh unto thee, in thy 
mouth, and in thy heart, that 
thou mayest do it. 

16 See, I have set before 
thee this day life and good, 
and death and evil ; in that I 
command thee this day to love 
the Lord thy God, to walk in 
his ways, and to keep his com- 
mandments and his statutes 
and his judgments, that thou 
mayest live and multiply : 
and the Lord thy God shall 
bless thee in the land whither 
thou goest to possess it. 

17 But if thy heart turn 
away, so that thou wilt not 
hear, but shalt be drawn away, 
and worship other gods, and 
serve them, I denounce unto 
you this day, that ye shall 
surely perish, and that ye shall 
not prolong your days upon 
the land, whither thou passest 
over Jordan to go to possess it. 

18 I call heaven and earth 
to record this day against you, 
that I have set before you life 
and death, blessing and curs- 



^ This is one of the many sentences which only too plainly shew the 
defective character of the Hebrew conceptions of the justice and good- 
ness of God, who is too frequently described as pouring out vengeance 
upon the enemies of the ''chosen people." 



( 60 ) 



ing : therefore choose life, that 
both thou and thy seed may 
live: that thou mayest love 
the Lord thy God, and that 
thou mayest obey his voice, 
and that thou mayest cleave 
unto him : for he is thy life, 
and the length of thy days: 
that thou mayest dwell in the 
land which the Lord sware 
unto thy fathers, to Abraham, 
to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give 
them. 



5. 

1 And Moses went and 
spake these words unto all 
Israel. And he said unto 
them, I am a hundred and 
twenty years old this day : I 
can no more go out and come 
in : also the Lord hath said 
unto me. Thou shalt not go 
over this Jordan. The Lord 
thy God, he will go over be- 
fore thee, and he will destroy 
these nations from before thee, 
and thou shalt possess them ; 
and Joshua, he shall go over 
before thee, as the Lord hath 
said. 

2 And the Lord shall do 
unto them as he did to Sihon 
and to Og, kings of the Amor- 
ites, and unto the land of them, 
whom he destroyed. And the 
Lord shall give them up be- 
fore your face, that ye do unto 
them according unto all the 
commandments which I have 
commanded you. 



3 Be strong, and of good 
courage, fear not, nor be afraid 
of them : for the Lord thy God. 
he it is that doth go with thee ; 
he will not fail thee, nor for- 
sake thee. 

4 And Moses called unto 
Joshua, and said unto him 
in the sight of all Israel, Be 
strong and of good courage : 
for thou must go with this 
people unto the land which the 
Lord hath sworn unto their 
fathers to give them; and thou 
shalt cause them to inherit it. 
And the Lord, he it is that 
doth go before thee; he will 
be with thee, he will not fail 
thee, neither forsake thee : 
fear not, neither be dismayed. 

5 And Moses wrote this 
law, and delivered it unto the 
priests the sons of Levi, which 
bare the ark of the covenant 
of the Lord, and unto all the 
elders of Israel. And Moses 
commanded them, saying, At 
the end of every seven years, 
in the solemnity of the year of 
release, in the feast of taber- 
nacles, when all Israel is come 
to appear before the Lord thy 
God in the place which he 
shall choose, thou shalt read 
this law before all Israel in 
their hearing. 

5 Gather the people to- 
gether, men, and women, and 
children, and thy stranger that 
is within thy gates, that they 
may hear, and that they may 
learn, and fear the Lord your 
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God, and observe to do all the 
words of this law: and that 
their children, which have not 
known anything, may hear, 
and learn to fear the Lord 
your God, as long as ye live 
in the land whither ye go over 
Jordan to possess it. 

7 And the Lord spake onto 
Moses, saying: Get thee up 
into this mountain Abarim, 
unto mount Nebo, which is in 
the land of Moab, that is over 
against Jericho; and behold 
the land of Canaan, which I 
give unto the children of Israel 
for a possession: and die in 
the mount whither thou goest 
up, and be gathered unto thy 
people ; as Aaron thy brother 
died in mount Hor, and was 
gathered unto his people : be- 
cause ye trespassed against me 
among the children of Israel 
at the waters of Meribah-Ka- 
desh, in the wilderness of Zin: 
because ye sanctified me not 
in the midst of the children of 
Israel.^ 

8 Yet thou shalt see the 
lai^d before thee; but thou 
shalt not go thither unto the 
land which I give the children 
of Israel. 



6. 

1 And this is the blessing 
wherewith Moses the man of 
God blessed the children of 
Israel before his death. And 
he said. The Lord came from 
Sinai, and rose up from Seir 
unto them: he shined forth 
from mount Paran, and he 
came with ten thousands of 
saints. 

2 Let Beuben live, and not 
die; and let not his men be 
few. 

3 And this is the blessing 
of Judah : and he said. Hear, 
Lord, the voice of Judah, and 
bring him unto his people: 
let his hands be sufficient for 
him; and be thou a help to 
him from his enemie& 

4 And of Levi he said, Let 
thy Thummim and thy IJrim 
be with thy holy one,^ whom 
thou didst prove at Massah, 
and with whom thou didst 
strive at the waters of Meri- 
bah : who said unto his father 
and to his mother, I have not 
seen him; neither did he ac- 
knowledge his brethren, nor 
knew his own children :^ for 
they have observed thy word, 
and kept thy covenant. They 



^ It is recorded that, at Meribah-Kadesh, the children of Israel were 
greatly in need of water, and that Moses, on being commanded by God 
to call it from the rock, did so in a violent and self-assertive way, cry- 
ing, " Hear now, ye rebels, must we fetch you water out of this rock ?" 

^ This is spoken as to God. The Urim and Thummim were mystical 
gems, crystals, or images, by means of which communications came to 
the priests from the Unseen. 

^ The children of Israel, during the prolonged absence of Moses on 
Sinai, made a golden calf and worshiped it. On coming down from 
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shall teach Jacob thj judg- 
ments, and Israel thy law: they 
shall put incense before thee, 
and whole burnt sacrifice upon 
thine altar. Bless, Lord, his 
substance, and accept the work 
of his hands: smite through 
the loins of them that rise 
against him, and of them that 
hate him, that they rise not 
again. 

5 And of Benjamin he said, 
The beloved of the Lord shall 
dwell in safety by him; and 
the Lord shall cover him all 
the day long, and he shall 
dwell between his shoulders. 

6 And of Joseph he said. 
Blessed of the Lord be his 
land, for the precious things 
of heaven, for the dew, and 
for the deep that coucheth be- 
neath, i and for the precious 
fruits brought forth by the 
sun, and for the precious 
things put forth by the moon. 



and for the chief things of the 
ancient mountains, and for the 
precious things of the lasting 
hills, and for the precious 
things of the earth and fulness 
thereof, and for the good will 
of him that dwelt in the bush :^ 
let the blessing come upon the 
head of Joseph, and upon the 
top of the hesid of him that was 
separated from his brethren.^ 

7 His glory is like the first- 
ling of his bullock, and his 
horns are like the horns of 
unicorns: with them he shall 
push the people together to 
the ends of the earth : and 
they are the ten thousands of 
Ephraim, and they are the 
thousands of Manasseh.^ 

8 And of Zebulun he said, 
Rejoice, Zebulun, in thy going 
out; and, Issachar, in thy 
tents. They shall call the 
people unto the mountain; 
there they shall offer sacrifices 



the moant, the sons of Levi rallied to him, and did as he commanded 
when he said, ** Who is on the Lord's side? let him come unto me." 
** And all the sons of Levi gathered themselves together unto him ; and 
he said unto them, Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, Put every man 
his sword by his side, and go in and out from gate to gate throughout 
the camp, and slay every man his brother, and every man his com- 
panion, and every man his neighbour. And the children of Levi did 
according to the word of Moses : and there fell of the people that day 
about three thousand men." Then it was that the sons of Levi, in 
carrying out their dreadful work, spared not and recognised not father 
or mother or brethren or children. 



^ The springs of water. 

^ Probably a reference to the first appearance of Jehovah to Moses, in 
the bush that " burnt with fire, but was not consumed." 

s Referring to Joseph's career in Egypt. 

* This verse, though appearing to be a part of the blessing of Joseph, 
is really the blessing of Ephraim and Manasseh. 
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of righteousness : for they shall 
suck of the abundance of the 
seas, and of treasures hid in 
the sand. 

9 And of Gad he said, 
Blessed be he that enlargeth 
Gad : he dwelleth as a lion, 
and teareth the arm with the 
crown of the head.^ And he 
provided the first part for 
himself, because there, in a 
portion of the lawgiver, was 
he seated;^ and he came with 
the heads of the people, he 
executed the justice of the 
Lord, and his judgments with 
Israel. 

10 And of Dan he said, 
Dan is a lion^s whelp : he shall 
leap from Bashan. 

11 And of Naphtali he said, 
O Naphtali, satisfied with fa- 
vour, and full with the bless- 
ing of the Lord : possess thou 
the west and the south. 

12 And of Asher he said. 
Let Asher be blessed with 
children; let him be accept- 
able to his brethren, and let 
him dip his foot in oil. Thy 
shoes shall be iron and brass; 
and as thy days, so shall thy 
strength be. There is none 
like untotheGodof Jeshurun,^ 
who rideth upon the heaven 



in thy help, and in his excel- 
lency on the sky. The eternal 
Gk)d is thy refuge, and under- 
neath are the everlasting arms : 
and he shall thrust out the 
enemy from before thee; and 
shall say. Destroy them. 

13 Israel then shall dwell 
in safety alone : the fountain 
of Jacob shall be upon a land 
of corn and wine; also his 
heavens shall drop down dew. 
Happy art thou, O Israel: 
who is like unto thee, O people 
saved by the Lord, the shield 
of thy help, and who is the 
sword of thy excellency ! and 
thine enemies shall be found 
liars unto thee; and thou shalt 
tread upon their high places. 

14 And Moses went up 
from the plains of Moab unto 
the mountain of Nebo, to the 
top of Pisgah, that is over 
against Jericho. And the Lord 
shewed him all the land of 
Gilead, unto Dan, and all 
Naphtali, and the land of Eph- 
raim, and Manasseh, and all 
the land of Judah, unto the 
utmost sea, and the south, and 
the plain of the valley of 
Jericho, the city of palm trees, 
unto Zoar. 

15 And the Lord said unto 



^ The tribe of Gad was very warlike. Like a lion, it tore arm and 
head. "The arm " may mean men of war : " the head," the rulers. 

^ The tribe of Gad was one of the first to pass over, in fighting array, 
into Canaan. There, it took for itself one of the first portions of land, 
portioned out by "the lawgiver," Moses. 

^ " Jeshnrun " means the upright one. It was probably a devout name 
of hope given to the Israelites. 
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him, This is the land which I 
sware unto Abraham, unto 
Isaac, and unto Jacob, saying, 
I will give it unto thy seed : 
I have caused thee to see it 
with thine eyes, but thou shalt 
not go over thither. 

16 So Moses the servant of 
the Lord died there in the 
land of Moab, according to the 
word of the Lord. And he^ 
buried him in a valley in the 
land of Moab, over against 
Beth-peor : but no man know- 
eth of his sepulchre unto this 
day. 

17 And Moses was a hun- 
dred and twenty years old 
when he died : his eye was not 
dim, nor his natural force 
abated. And the children of 



Israel wept for Moses in the 
plains of Moab thirty days. 

18 And Joshua the son of 
Nun was full of the spirit of 
wisdom; for Moses had laid 
his hands upon him : and the 
children of Israel hearkened 
unto him, and did as the liord 
commanded Moses. 

19 And there arose not a 
prophet since in Israel like 
unto Moses, whom the Lord 
knew face to face ; in all the 
signs and the wonders, which 
the Lord sent him to do in 
the land of Egypt to Pharoah, 
and to all his servants, and to 
all his land, and in all that 
mighty hand, and in all the 
great terror which Moses shew- 
ed in the sight of all Israel. 



THE BOOK OP JOSHUA. 

This Book tells the story of Joshaa, who, as leader of the children of 
Israel on the death of Moses, led them into Canaan, or "the pro- 
mised land." 



1. 

1 Now after the death of 
Moses, the servant of the Lord, 
it came to pass that the Lord 
spake unto Joshua the son of 
Nun, Moses' minister, saying, 
Moses my servant is dead; 
now therefore arise, go over 
this Jordan, thou, and all this 
people, unto the land which I 



do give to them, even to the 
children of Israel. 

2 Every place that the sole 
of your foot shall tread upon, 
that have I given unto you, as 
I said unto Moses. From the 
wilderness and this Lebanon 
even unto the great river, the 
river Euphrates, all the land 
of the Hittites, and unto the 



^ That is, Qod, 
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great sea toward the going 
down of the sun, shall be your 
coast. 

3 There shall not any man 
be able to stand before thee 
all the days of thy life ; as I 
was with Moses, so I will be 
with thee: I will not fail 
thee, nor forsake thee: only 
be thou strong and very cour- 
ageous, that thou mayest ob- 
serve to do according to all 
the law which Moses my 
servant commanded thee; turn 
not from it to the right hand 
or to the left, that thou may- 
est prosper whithersoever thou 
goest. 

4 This book of the law shall 
not depart out of thy mouth ; 
but thou shalt meditate there- 
in day and night, that thou 
mayest observe to do accord- 
ing to all that is written 
therein; for then thou shalt 
make thy way prosperous, and 
then thou shalt have good 
success. 

5. Have not I commanded 
thee? Be strong and of a 
good courage ; be not afraid, 
neither be thou dismayed ; for 
the Lord thy God is with 
thee whithersoever thou goest. 

6 Then Joshua commanded 
the officers of the people, say- 
ing, Pass through the host, 
and command the people, say- 
ing, Prepare you victuals ; for 
within three days ye shall pass 
over this Jordan, to go in to 
possess the land which the 



Lord your Gkxi giveth you to 
possess it. 

7 And to the Beubenites, 
and to the G-adites, and to 
half the tribe of Manasseh, 
spake Joshua, saying, Bemem- 
ber the word which Moses the 
servant of the Lord com- 
manded you, saying, The Lord 
your God hath given you rest, 
and hath given you this land. 

8 Your wives, your little 
ones, and your cattle, shall 
remain in the land which 
Moses gave you on this side 
Jordan; but ye shall pass 
before your brethren armed, 
all the mighty men of valour, 
and help them, until the 
Lord have given your brethren 
rest, as he hath given you, 
and they also have possessed 
the land which the Lord your 
God giveth them : then ye 
shall return unto the land of 
your possession, and enjoy it, 
which Moses the Lord's ser- 
vant gave you on this side 
Jordan toward the sunrising. 

9 And they answered Joshua, 
saying, All that thou com- 
mandest us we will do, and 
whithersoever thou sendest us 
we will go. According as we 
hearkened unto Moses in all 
things, so will we hearken 
unto thee : only the Lord thy 
God be with thee, as he was 
with Moses. Whosoever he 
be that doth rebel against thy 
commandment, and will not 
hearken unto thy words in all 
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that thoa commandest him, he 
shall be put to death ; only be 
strong and of a good courage. 

10 And Joshua said unto 
the people, Sanctify yourselves, 
for to-morrow the Lord will 
do wonders among you. And 
Joshua spake unto the priests, 
saying. Take up the ark of the 
covenant, and pass over before 
the people ; and they took 
up the ark of the covenant, 
and went before the people. 

11 And the Lord said unto 
Joshua, This day will I begin 
to magnify thee in the sight 
of all Israel, that they may 
know that as I was with 
Moses so I will be with thee. 
And thou shalt command the 
priests that bear the ark of 
the covenant, saying. When 
ye are come to the brink of 
the water of Jordan, ye shall 
stand still in Jordan. 

12 And Joshua said unto 
the children of Israel, Come 
hither, and hear the words of 
the Lord your Gk>d. And 
Joshua said. Hereby ye shall 
know that the living God is 
among you, and that he will 
without fail drive out from 
before you the Canaanites, 
and the Hittites, and the 
Hivites, and the Perizzites, 
and the Girgashites, and the 
Amorites, and the Jebusites. 
Behold, the ark of the cove- 
nant of the Lord of all the 
earth passeth over before you 
into Jordan. 



13 Now therefore take you 
twelve men out of the tribes 
of Israel, out of every tribe a 
man. And it shall come to 
pass, as soon as the soles of 
the feet of the priests that 
bear the ark of the Lord, the 
Lord of all the earth, shall rest 
in the waters of Jordan, that 
the waters of Jordan shall 
be cut off from the waters 
that come down from above; 
and they shall stand upon a 
heap. 

14 And it came to pass, 
when the people removed from 
their tents, to pass over Jor- 
dan, and the priests bearing 
the ark of the covenant before 
the people ; and as they that 
bare the ark were come unto 
Jordan, and the feet of the 
priests that bare the ark were 
dipped in the brim of the 
water, (for Jordan overfloweth 
all his banks all the time of 
harvest,) that the waters which 
came down from above stood 
and rose up upon a heap 
very far from the city Adam, 
that is beside Zaretan: and 
those that came down toward 
the sea of the plain, even the 
salt sea, failed, and were cut 
off: and the people passed 
over right against Jericho. 

15 And the priests that 
bare the ark of the covenant 
of the Lord stood firm on dry 
ground in the midst of Jordan, 
and all the Israelites passed 
over on dry ground, until all 
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the people were passed clean 
over Jordan.^ 

16 And the children of Is- 
rael encamped in Gilgal, and 
kept the passover on the four- 
teenth day of the month, at 
even, in the plains of Jericho. 
And they did eat of the old 
com of the land on the mor- 
row after the passover, un- 
leavened cakes, and parched 
com in the selfsame day. 

17 And the manna ceased 
on the morrow after they had 
eaten of the old corn of the 
land ; neither had the children 
of Israel manna any more ; 
but they did eat of the fruit 
of the land of Canaan that 
year. 



2. 

1 [The remainder of the 
book contains little beyond 
records of fierce battles with 
the inhabitants already in pos- 
session of Canaan, and an 
account of the division of the 
land among the twelve tribes 



of the children of Israel. The 
following is a record of one of 
these dreadful battles.] 

2 And the Lord said unto 
Joshua, Fear not, neither be 
thou dismayed: take all the 
people of war with thee, and 
arise, go up to Ai : see, I have 
given into thy hand the king 
of Ai, and his people, and his 
city, and his land : and thou 
shalt do to Ai and her king as 
thou didst unto Jericho and 
her king:^ only the spoil 
thereof, and the cattle thereof, 
shall ye take for a prey unto 
yourselves : lay thee an am- 
bush for the city behind it. 

3 So Joshua arose, and all 
the people of war, to go up 
against Ai : and Joshua chose 
out thirty thousand mighty 
men of valour, and sent them 
away by night. 

4 And he commanded them, 
saying. Behold, ye shall lie in 
wait against the city, even be- 
hind the city : go not very far 
from the city, but be ye all 



^ This ** miracle*' is plainly an imitation of that performed by or 
under Moses, when, it is said, the hosts of Pharaoh were drowned. 
The time has fully come for, at all events, leaving these *' miracles" 
an open question. We all ought to feel perfectly free with regard to 
them. 



^ What Joshua did to Jericho was this : — at the Lord's command he 
captured it, by a miracle, and * 'utterly destroyed all that was in the 
city, both man and woman, young and old, and ox, and sheep, and ass, 
with the edge of the sword." Every devout believer in God must 
judge for himself how far the ancient Hebrews failed to distinguish 
between the voice of God and the voice of warlike men. Not unbelief, 
but true faith in God, suggests the doubt whether He really issued 
these awful commands, and supernaturally taught the Hebrews how to 
plunder and destroy the people they dispossessed. 

5 
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ready: and I, and all the peo- 
ple that are with me will 
approach unto the oity: and it 
shall come to pass, when they 
come out against us, as at the 
first, that we will flee before 
them (for they will come out 
after us), till we have drawn 
them from the city; for they 
will say, They flee before us, 
as at the first: therefore we 
will flee before them. 

5 Then ye shall rise up 
from the ambush, and seize 
upon the city: for the Lord 
your God will deliver it into 
your hand. And it shall be, 
when ye have taken the city, 
that ye shall set the city on 
fire: according to the com- 
mandment of the Lord shall 
ye do. See, I have command- 
ed you. 

6 Joshua therefore, sent 
them forth : and they went to 
lie in ambush, atid abode be- 
tween Beth-el and Ai, on the 
west side of Ai: but Joshua 
lodged that night among the 
people. And Joshua rose up 
early in the morning, and 
numbered the people, and went 
up, he and the elders of Israel, 
before the people to Ai. 

7 And all the people, even 
the people of war that were 
with him, went up, and drew 
nigh, and came before the city, 
ai^d pitched on the north side 
of Ai : now there was a valley 
between them and Ai. 

8 And he took about five 



thousand men, and set them 
to lie in ambush between 
Beth-el and Ai, on the west 
side of the city. And when 
they had set the people, even 
all the host that was on the 
north of the city, and their 
liers in wait on the west of 
the city, Joshua went that 
night into the midst of the 
valley. 

9 And it came to pass, when 
the king of Ai saw it, that 
they hasted and rose up early, 
and the men of the city went 
out against Israel to battle, he 
and all his people, at a time 
appointed, before the plain; 
but he wist not that there were 
liers in ambush against him 
behind the city. 

10 And Joshua and all Is- 
rael made as if they were 
beaten before them, and fled 
by the way of the wilderness. 
And all the people that were 
in Ai were called together to 
pursue after them : and they 
pursued after Joshua, and were 
drawn away from the city. 
And there was not a man left 
in Ai or Beth-el, that went 
not out after Israel : and they 
left the city open, and pursued 
after Israel. 

11 And the Lord said unto 
Joshua, Stretch out the spear 
that is in thy hand toward Ai; 
for I will give it into thy 
hand. And Joshua stretched 
out the spear that he had in 
his hand toward the city. And 
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the ambush arose quickly out 
of their place, and they ran as 
soon as he had stretched out 
his hand: and they entered 
into the city, and took it, and 
hasted and set the city on fire. 

12 And when the men of 
Ai looked behind them, they 
saw, and, behold, the smoke 
of the city ascended up to 
heaven, and they had no power 
to flee this way or that way : 
and the people that fled to the 
wilderness turned back upon 
the pursuers. 

13 And when Joshua and 
all Israel saw that the ambush 
had taken the city, and that 
the smoke of the city ascend- 
ed, then they turned again, 
and slew the men of Ai And 
the other issued out of the 
city against them ; so they 
were in the midst of Israel, 
some on this side, and some 
on that side : and they smote 
them, so that they let none of 
them remain or escape. And 
the king of Ai they took alive, 
and brought him to Joshua. 

14 And it came to pass, 
when Israel had made an end 
of slaying all the inhabitants 
of Ai in the field, in the wil- 
derness wherein they chased 
them, and when they were all 
fallen on the edge of the sword, 
until they were consumed, 
that all the Israelites returned 
unto Ai, and smote it with 
the edge of the sword. And 
so it was, that all that fell 



that day, both of men and 
women, were twelve thousand, 
even all the men of Ai, for 
Joshua drew not his hand back, 
wherewith he stretched out 
the spear, until he had utterly 
destroyed all the inhabitants 
of Ai. Only the cattle and the 
spoil of that city Israel took for 
a prey unto themselves, accord- 
ing unto the word of the Lord 
which he commanded Joshua. 

15 And Joshua burnt Ai, 
and made it a heap for ever, 
even a desolation unto this 
day. And the king of Ai he 
hanged on a tree till eventide : 
and, as soon as the sun was 
down, Joshua commanded that 
they should take his carcase 
down from the tree, and cast 
it at the entering of the gate 
of the city, and raise thereon 
a great heap of stones, that 
remaineth unto this day. 

16 Then Joshua built an 
altar unto the Lord God of 
Israel in mount Ebal, as Moses 
the servant of the Lord com- 
manded the children of Israel, 
as it is written in the book of 
the law of Moses, an altar of 
whole stones, over which no 
man hath lift up any iron : 
and they offered thereon burnt 
offerings unto the Lord, and 
sacrificed peace offerings. 



3. 

1 And it came to pass, a 
long time after that the Lord 
had given rest unto Israel 
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from all their enemies round 
about, that Joshua waxed old 
and stricken in age. 

2 And Joshua called for all 
Israel, and for their elders, 
and for their heads, and for 
their judges, and for their 
officers, and said unto them, I 
am old and stricken in age; 
and ye have seen all that the 
Lord your God hath done unto 
all these nations because of 
you; for the Lord your God 
is he that hath fought for you. 

3 Behold, I have divided 
unto you by lot these nations 
that remain, to be an inherit- 
ance for your tribes, from 
Jordan, with all the nations 
that I have cut oflf, even unto 
the great sea westward. And 
the Lord your God, he shall 
expel them from before you, 
and drive them from out of 
your sight ; and ye shall pos- 
sess their land, as the Lord 
your God hath promised unto 
you. 

4 Be ye therefore very 
courageous to keep and to do 
all that is written in the book 
of the law of Moses, that ye 
turn not aside therefrom to 
the right hand or to the left ; 
that ye come not among these 
nations, these that remain 
among you; neither make 
mention of the name of their 
gods, nor cause to swear by 
them, neither serve them, nor 
bow yourselves unto them : 
but cleave unto the Lord your 



God, as ye have done unto 
this day. 

5 For the Lord hath driven 
out from before you great 
nations and strong : but, as for 
you, no man hath been able to 
stand before you unto this day. 
One man of you shall chase a 
thousand : for the Lord your 
God, he it is that fighteth fbr 
you, as he hath promised you. 

6 Take good heed therefore 
unto yourselves that ye love 
the Lord your God; else, if 
ye do in any wise go back, and 
cleave unto the remnant of 
these nations, even these that 
remain among you, and shall 
make marriages with them, 
know for a certainty that 
the Lord your God will no 
more drive out any of these 
nations /rom before you; but 
they shall be snares and traps 
unto you, and scourges in your 
sides, and thorns in your eyes, 
until ye perish from off this 
good land which the Lord your 
God hath given you. 

7 And, behold, this day I 
am going the way of all the 
earth : and ye know in all your 
hearts and in all your souls, 
that not one thing hath failed 
of all the good things which 
the Lord your God spake con- 
cerning you; all are come to 
pass unto you, and not one 
thing hath failed thereof. 

8 Therefore it shall come to 
pass, that as good things are 
come upon you, which the 
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Lord your God promised you; 
so shall the Lord bring upon 
you all evil things, until he 
have destroyed you from off 
this good land which the Lord 
your G^d hath given you. 

9 When ye have trans- 
gressed the covenant of the 
Lord your God, which he com- 
manded you, and have gone 
and served other gods, and 
bowed yourselves to them, 
then shall the anger of the 
Lord be kindled against you, 
and ye shall perish quickly 
from off the good land which 
he hath given unto you. 



1 And Joshua gathered all 
the tribes of Israel in Shechem, 
and called for the elders of 
Israel, and for their heads, 
and for their judges, and for 
their oificers; and they pre- 
sented themselves before God. 

2 And Joshua said unto all 
the people. Thus saith the 
Lord God of Israel, Your 
fathers dwelt on the other side 
of the flood in old time, even 
Terah, the father of Abraham, 
and the father of Nachor ; and 
they served other gods. And 
1 took your father Abraham 
from the other side of the 
flood, and led him throughout 
all the land of Canaan, and 
multiplied his seed, and gave 
him Isaac. 

3 And I gave unto Isaac 
Jacob and Esau : and I gave 



unto Esau mount Seir, to pos- 
sess it; but Jacob and his 
children went down into Egypt. 
I sent Moses also and Aaron, 
and I plagued Egypt, accord- 
ing to that which I did among 
them : and afterward I brought 
you out 

4 And I brought your far 
thers out of Egypt: and ye 
came unto the sea: and the 
Egyptians pursued after your 
fathers with chariots and 
horsemen unto the Ked sea. 
And when they cried unto the 
Lord, he put darkness between 
you and the Egyptians, and 
brought the sea upon them, 
and covered them : and your 
eyes have seen what I have 
done in Egypt ; and ye dwelt 
in the wilderness a long season. 

5 And I brought you into 
the land of the Amorites, 
which dwelt on the other side 
Jordan ; and they fought with 
you : and I gave them into 
your hand, that ye might pos- 
sess their land; and I de- 
stroyed them from before you. 

6 And ye went over Jordan, 
and came unto Jericho; and 
the men of Jericho fought 
against you, the Amorites, 
and the Perizzites, and the 
Canaanites, and the Hittites, 
and the Girgashites, the Hi- 
vites, and the Jebusites ; and 
I delivered them into your 
hand. 

7 And I have given you a 
land for which ye did not 
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labour, and cities which ye 
built not, and ye dwell in 
them; of the vineyards and 
olivoyards which ye planted not 
do ye eat. 

8 Now therefore fear the 
Lord, and serve him in sin- 
cerity and in truth : and put 
away the gods which your fa- 
thers served on the other side 
of the flood, and in Egypt; 
and serve ye the Lord. 

9 And if it seem evil unto 
you to serve the Lord, choose 
you this day whom ye will 
serve ; whether the gods which 
your fathers -served that were 
on the other side of the flood, 
or the gods of the Amorites, 
in whose land ye dwell : but 
as for me and my house, we 
will serve the Lord. 

10 And the people answered 
and said, God forbid that we 
should forsake the Lord, to 
serve other gods : for the Lord 
our God, he it is that brought 
us up and our fathers out of 
the land of Egypt, from the 
house of bondage, and which 
did those great signs in our 
sight, and preserved us in all 
the Way wherein we went, and 
among all the people through 
whom we passed : and the 
Lord drave out from before us 
all the people, even the Amor- 
ites which dwelt in the land : 



therefore vrill we also serve 
the Lord ; for he is our God. 

11 And Joshua said unto 
the people. Ye cannot serve 
the Lonl;^ for he is a holy 
God ; he is a jealous God ; he 
will not forgive your trans- 
gressions nor your sins. If 
ye forsake the Lord, and serve 
strange gods, then he will 
turn and do you hurt, and con- 
sume you, after that he hath 
done you good. 

12 And the people said un- 
to Joshua, Nay ; but we will 
serve the Lord. And Joshua 
said unto the people. Ye are 
witnesses against yourselves 
that ye have chosen you the 
Lord, to serve him. And 
they said. We are witnesses. 
Now therefore put away, said 
he, the strange gods which are 
among you, and incline your 
heart unto the Lord God of 
Israel. 

13 And the people said un- 
to Joshua, The Lord our God 
will we serve, and his voice 
will we obey. So Joshua 
made a covenant with the 
people that day, and set them 
a statute and an ordinance in 
Shechem. 

14 And Joshua wrote these 
words in the book of the law 
of God, and took a great stone, 
and set it up there under an 



^ Joshua seems to suggest here that the children of Israel were still 
so far unfaithful to Jehovah, and so much inclined to idolatry, tiiat 
loyalty to Him appeared to be impossible. 
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oak, that was by the ssuictuary 
of the Lord. And Joshua 
said unto all the people, Be- 
hold, this stone shall be a wit- 
ness unto us ; for it hath heard 
all the words of the Lord 
which he spake unto us; it 
shall be therefore a witness 
unto you, lest ye deny your 
God. So Joshua let the peo- 
ple depart, every man unto his 
inheritance. 

15 And it came to pass after 
these things, that Joshua the 
son of Nun, the servant of the 



Lord, died, being a hundred 
and ten years old. And they 
buried him in the borders of 
his inheritance in Timnath- 
serah, which is in mount Eph- 
raim, on the north side of the 
hill of Gaash. 

16 And Israel served the 
Lord all the days of Joshua, 
and all the days of the elders 
that overlived Joshua, and 
which had known all the works 
of the Lord^ that he had done 
for Israel. 



1 And the people served 
the Lord all the days of 
Joshua, and all the days of 
the elders that outlived Joshua, 
who had seen all the great 
works of the Lord, that he did 
for Israel. And Joshua the son 
of Nun, the servant of the 
Lord, died, being a hundred 
and ten years old, and also all 
that generation were gathered 
unto their fathers : and there 
arose another generation after 
them, which knew not the Lord, 
nor yet the works which he had 
done for Israel. 

2 And the children of Is- 
rael did evil in the sight of 



THE BOOK OF JUDGES. 

This Book is called The Booh of Judges because it gives an account of 
the government of the children of Israel, as a kind of tribal republic, 
under the rule of a supreme judge. 

the Lord, and served Baalim : 
and they forsook the Lord 
God of their fathers, which 
brought them out of the land 
of Egypt, and followed other 
gods, of the gods of the people 
that were round about them, 
and bowed themselves unto 
them, and provoked the Lord 
to anger. And they forsook 
the Lord, and served Baal and 
Ashtaroth. 

3 And the anger of the 
Lord was hot against Israel, 
and he delivered them into the 
hands of spoilers that spoiled 
them, and he sold them into 
the handls of their enemies 
I round about, so that they 
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could not any longer stand be- 
fore their enemies. 

4 Whithersoever they went 
out, the hand of the Lord was 
against them for evil, as the 
Lord had said, and as the 
Lord had sworn unto them : 
and they were greatly dis- 
tressed. 

5 Nevertheless the Lord 
raised up judges, which de- 
livered them out of the hand 
of those that spoiled them. 
And when the Lord raised 
them up judges, then the Lord 
was with the judge, and de- 
livered them out of the hand 
of their enemies all the days of 
the judge : for it repented the 
Lord because of their groan- 
ings by reason of them that op- 
pressed them and vexed them. 

6 And it came to pass, 
when the judge was dead, that 
they returned, and corrupted 
themselves more than their fa- 
thers, in following other gods to 
serve them, and to bow down 
unto them : they ceased not 
from their own doings, nor 
from their stubborn way. 

7 And the anger of the Lord 
was hot against Israel ; and 
he said, Because that this peo- 
ple hath transgressed my cove- 
nant which I commanded their 
fathers, and have not heark- 
ened unto my voice, I also 
will not henceforth drive out 
any from before them of the 
nations which Joshua left 
when he died : that through 



them I may prove] Israel, 
whether they will keep the 
way of the Lord to walk there- 
in, as their fathers did keep 
it, or not. 



2. 

1 And the children of Is- 
rael did evil in the sight of 
the Lord : and the Lord de- 
livered them into the hand of 
Midian seven years. And the 
hand of Midian prevailed 
against Israel : and because of 
the Midianites the children of 
Israel made them the dens 
which are in the mountains, 
and caves, and strong holds. 

2 And so it was, when Is- 
rael had sown, that the Midian- 
ites came up, and the Ama- 
lekites, and the children of the 
east, even they came up against 
them; and they encamped 
against them, and destroyed 
the increase of the earth, till 
thou come unto Gaza, and left 
no sustenance for Israel, 
neither sheep, nor ox, nor ass. 
For they came up with their 
cattle and their tents, and they 
came as grasshoppers for mul- 
titude ; for both they and their 
camels were without number: 
and they entered into the land 
to destroy it. And Israel was 
greatly impoverished because 
of the Midianites; and the 
children of Israel cried unto 
the Lord. 

3 And it came to pass, when 
the children of Israel cried 
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unto the Lord because of the 
Midianites, that the Lord sent 
a prophet unto the children of 
Israel, which said unto them, 
Thus saith the Lord God of 
Israel, I brought you up from 
Egypt, and brought you forth 
out of the house of bondage ; 
and I delivered you out of the 
hand of the Egyptians, and 
out of the hand of all that op- 
pressed you, and drave them 
out from before you, and gave 
you their land; and I said 
unto you, I am the Lord your 
God ; fear not the gods of the 
Amorites, in whose land ye 
dwell : but ye have not obeyed 
my voice. 

4 And there came an angel 
of the Lord, and sat under an 
oak which was in Ophrah, 
that pertained unto Joash the 
Abi-ezrite : and his son Gideon 
threshed wheat by the wine- 
press, to hide it from the 
Midianites. 

5 And the angel of the 
Lord appeared unto him, and 
said unto him, The Lord is 
with thee, thou mighty man 
of valour. And Gideon said 
unto him. Oh my Lord,^ if the 
Lord be with us, why then is 
all this befallen us? and where 
be all his miracles which our 



fathers told us of, saying, Did 
not the Lord bring us up from 
Egypt? but now the Lord 
hath forsaken us, and delivered 
us into the hands of the 
Midianites. 

6 And the Lord looked 
upon him, and said, Go in 
this thy might, and thou shalt 
save Israel from the hand of 
the Midianites: have not I 
sent thee 1 And he said unto 
him. Oh my Lord, wherewith 
shall I save Israel? behold, 
my family is poor in Manasseh, 
and I am the least in my 
father's house. 

7 And the Lord said unto 
him, Surely I will be with 
thee, and thou shalt smite the 
Midianites as one man. And 
he said unto him. If now I 
have found grace in thy sight, 
then shew me a sign that thou 
talkest with me. Depart not 
hence, I pray thee, until I 
come unto thee, and bring 
forth my present, and set it be- 
fore thee. And he said, I will 
tarry until thou come again. 

8 And Gideon went in, and 
made ready a kid, and un- 
leavened cakes of an ephah of 
flour: the flesh he put in a 
basket, and he put the broth 
in a pot, and brought it out 



^ It is unfortunate that we have here only the one word ** Lord " 
used both for Jehovah and the person Gideon here addressed. The 
Hebrew has two words. It is evident that, at first, Gideon did not 
think he was talking with even an "angeL" The *' angel'' says, 
Jehovah is with thee ; and he replies, honoured one, if Jehovah, etc. 
In what follows, however, the angel (curiously enough) is himself called 
Jehovah, but not by Gideon. 



( 66 ) 



unto hiin under the oak, and 
presented it. And the angel 
of God said unto him, Take 
the flesh and the unleavened 
cakes, and lay them upon this 
rock, and pour out the broth. 
And he did so. 

9 Then the angel of the 
Lord put forth the end of the 
staff that was in his hand, and 
touched the flesh and the un- 
leavened cakes ; and there rose 
up Are out of the rock, and 
consumed the flesh and the 
unleavened cakes. Then the 
angel of the Lord departed out 
of his sight. 

10 And when Gideon per- 
ceived that he was an angel of 
the Lord, Gideon said, Alas, 
O Lord God ! for because I 
have seen an angel of the Lord 
face to face. And the Lord 
said unto him, Peace be unto 
thee ; fear not : thou shalt not 
die. Then Gideon built an 
altar there unto the Lord, and 
called it Jehovah-shalom:^ unto 
this day it is yet in Ophrah of 
the Abi-ezrites. 

1 1 And it came to pass the 
same night, that the Lord said 
unto him, Take thy father's 
young bullock, even the second 
bullock of seven years old, and 
throw down the altar of Baal 
that thy father hath, and cut 
down the grove that is by it : 
and build an altar unto the 
Lord thy God upon the top of 



this rock, in the ordered place, 
and take the second bullock, 
and ofler a burnt sacrifice with 
the wood of the grove which 
thou shalt cut down. 

12 Then Gideon took ten 
men of his servants, and did 
as the Lord had said unto 
him : and so it was, because 
he feared his father's house- 
hold, and the men of the city, 
that he could not do it by day, 
that he did it by night. 

13 And when the men of 
the city arose early in the morn- 
ing, behold, the altar of Baal 
was cast down, and the grove 
was cut down that was by it, 
and the second bullock was 
oflered upon the altar that was 
built. And they said one to 
another, Who hath done this 
thing? And when they en- 
quired and asked, they said, 
Gideon the son of Joash hath 
done this thing. 

14 Then the men of the 
city said unto Joash, Bring 
out thy son, that he may die : 
because he hath cast down the 
altar of Baal, and because he 
hath cut down the grove that 
was by it. 

15 And Joash said unto all 
that stood against him, Will 
ye plead for Baal? will ye save 
him? he that will plead for 
him, let him be put to death 
whilst it is yet morning: if he 
be a god, let him plead for 



^ That ia, Jeliovah send peace. 
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himself, because one hath cast 
down his altar. Therefore on 
that day he called him Jerab- 
baal,^ saying, Let Baal plei^i 
against him, because he hath 
thrown down his altar. 

16 Then all the Midianites 
and the Amalekites and the 
children of the east were 
gathered together, and went 
over, and pitched in the valley 
of Jezreel. But the spirit of the 
Lord came upon Gideon, and 
he blew a trumpet ; and Abi- 
ezer was gathered after him. 

17 And he sent messengers 
throughout all Manasseh; who 
also was gathered after him : 
and he sent messengers unto 
Asher, and unto Zebulun, and 
unto Naphtali ; and they came 
up to meet them. 

18 And Gideon said unto 
God, If thou wilt save Israel 
by my hand, as thou hast 
said, Behold, I will put a fleece 
of wool in the floor; and if 
the dew be on the fleece only, 
and it be dry upon all the 
earth beside, then shall I know 
that thou wilt save Israel by 
my hand, as thou hast said. 

19 And it was so: for he 
rose up early on the morrow, 
and thrust the fleece together, 
and wringed the dew out of 
the fleece, a bowl full of water. 
And Gideon said unto God, 
Let not thine anger be hot 



against me, and I will speak 
but this once : let me prove, I 
pray thee, but this once with 
the fleece; let it now be dry 
only upon the fleece, and upon 
all the ground let there be 
dew. And Ckxl did so that 
night : for it was dry upon the 
fleece only, and there was dew 
on all the ground. 

20 Then Jerubbaal, who is 
Gideon, and all the people that 
were with him, rose up early, 
and pitched beside the well of 
Harod : so that the host of the 
Midianites were on the north 
side of them, by the hill of 
Moreh, in the valley. 

21 And the Lord said unto 
Gideon, The people that are 
with thee are too many for 
me to give the Midianites into 
their hands, lest Israel vaunt 
themselves against me, saying. 
Mine own hand hath saved 
me. Now therefore go to, 
proclaim in the ears of the 
people, saying. Whosoever is 
fearful and afraid, let him re- 
turn and depart early from 
mount Gilead. And there re- 
turned of the people twenty 
and two thousand ; and there 
remained ten thousand. 

22 And the Lord said unto 
Gideon, The people are yet too 
many; bring them down unto 
the water, and I will try them 
for thee there : and it shall be. 



^ That is, Let BcLal plead. But, as the name " Gideon " means 
Breaker, it is possible that the name "Jerubbaal" was his first name, 
in earnest, as a real pleader for Baal. 
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that of whom I say unto thee, 
This shall go with thee, the 
same shall go with thee ; and 
of whomsoever I say unto thee, 
This shall not go with thee, 
the same shall not go. 

23 So he brought down the 
people unto the water: and 
the Lord said unto Gideon, 
Every one that lappeth of the 
water with his tongue, as a 
dog lappeth, him shalt thou 
set by himself; likewise every 
one that boweth down upon 
his knees to drink. And the 
number of them that lapped, 
putting their hand to their 
mouth, were three hundred 
men : but all the rest of the 
people bowed down upon their 
knees to drink water. 

24 And the Lord said unto 
Gideon, By the three hundred 
men that lapped will I save 
you, and deliver the Midian- 
ites into thy hand: and let 
all the other people go every 
man unto his place. So the 
people took victuals in their 
hand, and their trumpets: and 
he sent all the rest of Israel 
every man unto his tent, and 
retained those three hundred 
men : and the host of Midian 
was beneath him in the valley. 

25 And it came to pass the 
same night, that the Lord said 
unto him. Arise, get thee down 
unto the host; for I have 
delivered it into thy hand. 
But if thou fear to go down, go 
thou with Phurah thy servant 



down to the host : and thou 
shalt hear what they say; and 
afterward shall thy hands be 
strengthened to go down unto 
the host. 

26 Then went he down with 
Phurah his servant unto the 
outside of the armed men that 
were in the host. And the 
Midianites and the Amalekites 
and all the children of the east 
lay along in the valley like 
grasshoppers for multitude ; 
and their camels were without 
number, as the sand by the 
sea side for multitude. 

27 And when Gideon was 
come, behold, there was a man 
that told a dream unto hiH 
fellow, and said. Behold, I 
dreamed a dream, and, lo, a 
cake of barley bread tumbled 
into the host of Midian, and 
came unto a tent, and smote 
it that it fell, and overturned 
it, that the tent lay along. 
And his fellow answered and 
said. This is nothing else save 
the sword of Gideon the son of 
Joash, a man of Israel : for into 
his hand hath God delivered 
Midian, and all the host. 

28 And it was so, when 
Gideon heard the telling of 
the dream, and the interpre- 
tation thereof, that he wor- 
shipped, and returned into the 
host of Israel, and said. Arise; 
for the Lord hath delivered 
into your hand the host of 
Midian. 

29 And he divided the three 
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hundred men into three com- 
panies, and he put a trumpet 
in every man's hand, with 
empty pitchers, and lamps 
within the pitchers. And he 
said unto them, Look on me, 
and do likewise: and, behold, 
when I come to the outside of 
the camp, it shall be that, as 
I do, so shall ye do. When I 
blow with a trumpet, I and 
all that are with me, then 
blow ye the trumpets also on 
every side of all the camp, and 
say, The sword of the Lord, 
and of Gideon. 

30 So Gideon, and the hun- 
dred men that were with him, 
came unto the outside of the 
camp in the beginning of the 
middle watch; and they had 
but newly set the watch : and 
they blew the trumpets, and 
brake the pitchers that were 
in their hands. 

31 And the three companies 
blew the trumpets, and brake 
the pitchers, and held the 
lamps in their left hands, and 
the trumpets in their right 
hands to blow withal: and 
they cried, The sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon. 

32 And they stood every 
man in his place round about 
the camp : and all the host ran, 
and cried, and fled. And the 
three hundred blew the trum- 
pets, and the Lord set every 
man's sword against his fellow, 
even throughout all the host : 
and the host fled to Beth- 



shittah in Zererath, and to the 
border of Abel-meholah, unto 
Tabbath. And the men of 
Israel gathered themselves to- 
gether out of Naphtali, and 
out of Asher, and out of all 
Manasseh, and pursued after 
the Midianites. 

33 Thus was Midian sub- 
dued before the children of 
Israel, so that they lifted up 
their heads no more. And 
the country was in quietness 
forty years in the days of 
Gideon. 

34 And Gideon the son of 
Joash died in a good old age, 
and was buried in the sepul- 
chre of Joash his father, in 
Ophrah of the Abi-ezrites. 

35 And it came to pass, as 
soon as Gideon was dead, that 
the children of Israel turned 
again, and went after Baalim, 
and made Baal-berith their 
god. And the children of 
Israel remembered not the 
Lord their God, who had de- 
livered them out of the hands 
of all their enemies on every 
Bide: neither showed, they 
kindness to the house of Jerub- 
baal, namely, Gideon, accord- 
ing to all the goodness which 
he had shewn unto Israel. 



3. 

1 [After Gideon, there ruled 
Abimelech, Tola, and Jair.] 
And the children of Israel did 
evil again in the sight of the 
Lord, and served Baalim^ and 
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Ashtaroth, and the gods of 
Syria, and the gods of Zidon, 
and the gods of Moab, and the 
gods of the children of Ammon, 
and the gods of the Philis- 
tines, and forsook the Lord, 
and served not him. 

2 And the anger of the 
Lord was hot against Israel, 
and he sold them into the 
hands of the Philistines, and 
into the hands of the children 
of Ammon. And that year 
they vexed and oppressed the 
children of Israel : — eighteen 
years, all the children of Israel 
that were on the other side 
Jordan in the land of the 
Amorites, which is in Gilead. 

3 Moreover the children of 
Ammon passed over Jordan 
to fight also against Judah, and 
against Benjamin, and against 
the house of Ephraim ; so that 
Israel was sore distressed. 
And the children of Israel 
cried unto the Lord, saying. 
We have sinned against thee, 
both because we have forsaken 
our God, and also served 
Baalim. 

4 And the Lord said unto 
the children of Israel, Did not 
I deliver you from the Egyp- 
tians, and from the Amorites, 
from the children of Ammon, 
and from the Philistines ? The 
Zidonians also, and the Ama- 
lekites, and the Maonites, did 
oppress you ; and ye cried to 
me, and I delivered you out 
of their hand; yet ye have 



forsaken me, and served other 
gods : wherefore I will deliver 
you no more. Go and ciy 
unto the gods which ye have 
chosen ; let them deliver you 
in the time of your tribulation. 

5 And the children of Is- 
rael said unto the Lord, We 
have sinned : do thou unto us 
whatsoever seemeth good unto 
thee ; deliver us only, we pray 
thee, this day. And they put 
away the strange gods from 
among them, and served the 
Lord : and his soul was grieved 
for the misery of Israel. 

6 And it came to pass in 
process of time, that the 
children of Ammon made war 
against Israel. And it was 
so, that when the children of 
Ammon made war against Is- 
rael, the elders of Gilead went 
to fetch Jephthah out of the 
land of Tob : and they said 
unto Jephthah, Come, and be 
our captain, that we may fight 
with the children of Ammon. 

7 Then Jephthah went with 
the elders of Gilead, and the 
people made him head and 
captain over them : and Jeph- 
thah uttered all his words be- 
fore the Lord in Mizpeh. 

8 Then the spirit of the 
Lord came upon Jephthah, 
and Jephthah vowed a vow 
unto the Lord, and said. If 
thou shalt without fail deliver 
the children of Ammon into 
my hands, then it shall be, 
that whatsoever cometh forth 



( 71 ) 



of the doors of my bouse to 
meet me, when I return in 
peace from the children of 
Ammon, shall surely be the 
Lord's, and I will oflfer it up 
for a burnt oflfering.^ 

9 So Jephthah passed over 
unto the children of Aramon 
to fight against them ; and the 
Lord delivered them into his 
hands. And he smote them 
from Aroer, even till thou 
come to Minnith, even twenty 
cities, and unto the plain of 
the vineyards, with a very great 
slaughter. Thus the children 
of Ammon were subdued be- 
fore the children of Israel. 

10 And Jephthah came to 
Mizpeh unto his house, and, 
behold, his daughter came out 
to meet him with timbrels 
and with dances : and she was 
his only child ; beside her he 
had neither son nor daughter. 

11 And it came to pass, 
when he saw her, that he rent 
his clothes, and said, Alas, 
my daughter ! thou hast 
brought me very low, and thou 
art one of them that trouble 
me : for I have opened my 
mouth unto the Lord, and I 
cannot go back. And she said 
unto him. My father, if thou 
hast opened thy mouth unto 



the Lord, do to me according 
to that which hath proceeded 
out of thy mouth; forasmuch 
as the Lord hath taken venge- 
ance for thee of thine enemies, 
even of the children of Ammon. 

12 And she said unto her 
father. Let this thing be done 
for me : let me alone two 
months, that I may go up and 
down upon the mountains, and 
bewail my virginity, I and my 
fellows. And he said. Go. 
And he sent her away for two 
months: and she went with 
her companions, and bewailed 
her virginity upon the moun- 
tains. 

13 And it came to pass at 
the end of two months, that 
she returned unto her father, 
who did with her according to 
his vow which he had vowed. 

14 And it was a custom in 
Israel, that the daughters of 
Israel went yearly to lament 
the daughter of Jephthah the 
Gileadite four days in a year. 

15 And the men of Ephraim 
gathered themselves together, 
and went northward, and said 
unto Jephthah, Wherefore 
passedst thou over to fight 
against the children of Am- 
mon, and didst not call us to 
go with theel we will burn 



^ Like a flash of lightning, this, for an instant, reveals the surround- 
ing scenery. ''The spirit of the Lord came upon him," we are told, 
and yet he could deliberately make this fearful vow, and carry it out, 
too, even to the murder of his only child. Is it possible to avoid the 
conclusion that the Israelites must have had seriously degraded concep- 
tions of God ? This will account for their continual relapsing into idolatry. 
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thj house upon thee with 
fire. 

16 AndJephthah said unto 
them, I and my people were 
at great strife with the chil- 
dren of Ammon; and when I 
called you, ye delivered me 
not out of their hands. And 
when I saw that ye delivered 
me not, I put my life in my 
hands, and passed over against 
the children of Ammon, and 
the Lord delivered them into 
my hand: wherefore then are 
ye come up unto me this day, 
to fight against me? 

17 Then Jephthah gathered 
together all the men of Gilead, 
and fought with Ephraim: and 
the men of Gilead smote Eph- 
raim, because they said. Ye 
Gileadites are fugitives of 
Ephraim among the Ephraim- 
ites, and among the Manassites. 

18 And the Gileadites took 
the passages of Jordan before 
the Ephraimites : and it was 
so, that when those Ephraim- 
ites which were escaped said. 
Let me go over : that the men 
of Gilead said unto him. Art 
thou an Ephraimite? If he 
said,' Nay; then said they unto 
him. Say now Shibboleth : and 
he said Sibboleth : for he could 
not frame to pronounce it right. 
Then they took him, and slew 
him at the passages of Jordan : 
and there fell at that time of 
the Ephraimites forty and two 
thousand. 

19 And Jephthah judged Is- 



rael six years. Then died 
Jephthah the Gileadite, and 
was buried in one of the cities 
of Gilead. And after him 
Ibzan of Beth-lehem judged 
Israel. Then died Ibzan, and 
was buried at Beth-lehem. 

20 And after him Elon, a 
Zebulonite, judged Israel; and 
he judged Israel ten years. 
And Elon the Zebulonite died, 
and was buried in Aijalon in 
the country of Zebulun. 

21 And after him Abdon the 
son of Hillel, a Pirathonite, 
judged Israel : and Abdon 
the son of Hillel the Pira- 
thonite died, and was buried 
in Pirathon in the land of 
Ephraim, in the mount of the 
Amalekites. 



1 And the children of Is- 
rael did evil again in the sight 
of the Lord; and the Lord 
delivered them into the hand 
of the Philistines forty years. 

2 And there was a certain 
man of Zorah, of the family 
of the Danites, whose name 
was Manoah; and his wife 
was barren, and bare not. 
And the angel of the Lord 
appeared unto the woman, and 
said unto her. Behold now, 
thou art barren, and bearest 
not : but thou shalt conceive, 
and bear a son. Now there- 
fore beware, I pray thee, and 
drink not wine nor strong 
drink, and eat not any unclean 
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thing : for, lo, thou shalt con- 
ceive, and bear a son ; and no 
razor shall come on his head : 
for the child shall be a Na- 
zarite unto God from the 
womb : and he shall begin to 
deliver Israel out of the hand 
of the Philistines. 

3 And the woman bare a 
son, and called his name Sam- 
son : and the child grew, and 
the Lord blessed him. And 
the Spirit of the Lord began 
to move him at times in the 
camp of Ban between Zorah 
and Eshtaol. 

4 [Several stories are told of 
Samson's wonderful strength,of 
his slaughter of the Philistines, 
and of the attempts of the 
Philistines to capture him. 
At length, by the artifice of a 
woman, whom they bribed, 
they made him a prisoner. 
His strength, it is said, lay in 
his uncut hair, and when this 
was cut off in his sleep, " his 
strength went from him."] And 
he awoke out of his sleep, and 
said, I will go out as at other 
times before, and shake my- 
self: and he wist not that 
the Lord was departed from 
him. 

5 But the Philistines took 
him, and put out his eyes, and 
brought him down to Gaza, 
and bound him with fetters of 
brass ; and he did grind in the 
prison house. Howbeit the 
hair of his head began to grow 
again after he was shaven. 

6 



6 Then the. lords of the. 
Philistines gathered them to- 
gether for to offer a great 
sacrifice unto Dagon their god, 
and to rejoice ; for they said. 
Our god hath delivered Sam- 
son our enemy into our hand. 

7 And when the people 
saw him, they praised their 
god ; for they said, Our god 
hath delivered into our hands 
our enemy, and the destroyer 
of our country, which slew 
many of us. 

8 And it came to pass, 
when their hearts were merry, 
that they said, Call for Sam- 
son, that he may make us 
sport. And they called for 
Samson out of the prison 
house ; and he made them 
sport: and they set him be- 
tween the pillars. 

9 And Samson said unto 
the lad that held him by the 
hand, Suffer me that I may 
feel the pillars whereupon the 
house standeth, that I may 
lean upon them. Kow the 
house was full of men and 
women; and all the lords of 
the Philistines were there ^ 
and there were upon the roof 
about three thousand men 
and women, that beheld while 
Samson made sport. 

10 And Samson called un- 
to the Lord, and said, O Lord 
God, remember me, I pray 
thee, and strengthen me, I 
pray thee, only this once, O 
God, that I may be at once 



( 74 ) 



avenged of the Philistines for 
my two eyes. And Samson 
took hold of the two middle 
pillars upon which' the house 
stood, and on which it was 
borne up, of the one with his 
right hand, and of the other 
with his left. 

11 And Samson said, Let 
me die with the Philistines. 
And he bowed himself with 
all his might ; and the house 
fell upon the lords, and upon 
all the people that were there- 
in. So the dead which he 
slew at his death were more 



than they which he slew in 
his life. 

12 Then his brethren and 
all the house of his father 
came down, and took* him, 
and brought him up, and 
buried him between Zorah 
and Eshtaol in the burying- 
place of Manoah his father. 
And he judged Israel twenty 
years. 

13 [After those days, there 
was no ruler in Israel ; " but 
every man did that which was 
right in his own eyes.''] 



THE BOOK OF RUTH. 



1 Now it came to pass in the 
days when the judges ruled, 
that there was a famine in the 
land : and a certain man of 
Beth>lehem-judah went to so- 
journ in the country of Moab, 
he, and his wife, and his two 
sons: and the name of the 
man was Elimelech, and the 
name of his wife Naomi, and 
the name of his two sons 
Mahlon and Chilion. And 
they came into the country 
of Moab, and continued there. 

2 And Elimelech Kaomi's 
husband died; and she was 
left, and her two sons. And 
they took them wives of the 
women of Moab ; the name of 
the one was Orpah, and the 
name of the other Kuth : and 



they dwelled there about ten 
years. And Mahlon and 
Chilion died also both of them ; 
and the woman was left of her 
two sons and her husband. 

3 Then she arose with her 
daughters in law, that she 
might return from the country 
of Moab : for she had heard in 
the country of Moab how that 
the Lord had visited his peo- 
ple in giving them bread. 
Wherefore she went forth out 
of the place where she was, 
and her two daughters in law 
with her ; and they went on 
the way to return unto the 
land of Judah. 

4 And Naomi said unto her 
two daughters in law. Go, 
return each to her mother's 
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house j the Lord deal kindly 
with you, as ye have dealt 
with the dead, and with me. 
The Lord grant you that ye 
may find rest, each of you in 
the house of her husband. 
Then she kissed them : and 
they lifted up their voice, and 
wept. 

5 And they said unto her. 
Surely we will return with 
thee unto thy people. And 
Naomi said. Turn again, my 
daughters; why will ye go 
with me ? And they lifted up 
their voice, and wept again; 
and Orpah kissed her mother 
in law ; but Kuth clave unto 
her. And she said. Behold, 
thy sister in law is gone back 
unto her people, and unto her 
gods : return thou after thy 
sister in law. 

6 And Kuth said, Entreat 
me not to leave thee, or to 
return from following after 
thee : for whither thou goest, 
I will go; and where thou 
lodgest, I will lodge; thy 
people shall be my people, and 
thy God my God : where thou 
diest, will I die, and there 
will I be buried ; the Lord do 
so to me, and more also, if 
ought but death part thee and 
me. 

7 When she saw that she 
was stedfastly minded to go 
with her, then she left speak- 
ing unto her. 



8 So they two went until 
they came to Beth-lehem. 
And it came to pass, when 
they were come to Beth-lehem, 
that all the city was moved 
about them, and they said, Is 
this Kaomi? 

9 And she said unto them, 
Call me not Naomi, call me 
Mara:i for the Almighty hath 
dealt very bitterly with me. 
I went out full, and the Lord 
hath brought me home again 
empty : why then call ye me 
Naomi, seeing the Lord hath 
testified against me, and the 
Almighty hath afflicted me? 

10 So Naomi returned, and 
Kuth the Moabitess, her 
daughter in law, with her, 
which returned out of the 
country of Moab : and they 
came to Beth-lehem in the 
beginning of barley harvest. 

11 And Naomi had a kins- 
man of her husband's, a 
mighty man of wealth, of the 
family of Elimelech ; and his 
name was Boaz. And Huth 
the Moabitess said unto Na- 
omi, Let me now go to the 
field, and glean ears of com 
after him in whose sight I 
shall find grace. And she 
said unto her, Go, my daugh- 
ter. 

12 And she went, and came, 
and gleaned in the field after 
the reapers ; and her hap was 
to light on a part of the field 



1 That is, Bitter. 
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belongiag unto Boaz, who was 
of the kindred of Elimelech. 
And, behold, Boaz came from 
Beth-lehem, and said unto the 
reapers, The Lord be with 
you. And they answered 
him. The Lord bless thee. 

13 Then said Boaz unto his 
servant that was set over the 
reapers. Whose damsel is this 1 
And the servant that was set 
over the reapers answered and 
said, "It is the Moabitish 
damsel that came back with 
Naomi out of the country of 
Moab : and she said, I pray 
you, let me glean and gather 
after the reapers among the 
sheaves: so she came, and 
hath continued even from the 
mom until now, that she tar- 
ried a little in the house. 

14 Then said Boaz unto 
Buth, Hearest thou not, my 
daughter? Go not to glean 
in another field, neither go 
from hence, but abide here 
fast by my maidens : let thine 
eyes be on the field that they 
do reap, and go thou after 
them : have I not charged the 
young men that they shall 
not touch thee? and when 
thou art athirst, go unto the 
vessels, and drink of that 
which the young men have 
drawn. 

15 Then she fell on her 
face, and bowed herself to the 
ground, and said unto him, 
Why have I found grace in 
thine eyes, that thou shouldest 



take knowledge of me, seeing 
I am a stranger 1 

16 And Boaz answered and 
said unto her. It hath fully 
been shewed me, all that thou 
hast done unto thy mother in 
law since the death of thy 
husband ; and how thou hast 
left thy father and thy mother, 
and the land of thy nativity, 
and art come unto a people 
which thou knewest not here- 
tofore. The Lord recompense 
thy work, and a full reward be 
given thee of the Lord God of 
Israel, under whose wings thou 
art come to trust. 

17 Then she said, Let me 
find favour in thy sight, my 
lord ; for that thou hast com- 
forted me, and for that thou 
hast spoken friendly unto 
thine handmaid, though I be 
not like unto one of thy hand- 
maidens. 

18 And Boaz said unto her. 
At mealtime come thou hither, 
and eat of the bread, and dip 
thy morsel in the vinegar. 
And she sat beside the reapers: 
and he reached her parched 
com, and she did eat, and 
was sufficed, and left. 

19 And when she was risen 
up to glean, Boaz commanded 
his young men, saying, Let 
her glean even among the 
sheaves, and reproach her not : 
and let fall also some of the 
handfuls of purpose for her, 
and leave them, that she may 
glean them^ and rebuke her 
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not. So she gleaned in the 
field until even, and beat out 
that she had gleaned ; and it 
was about an ephah of barley. 

20 And she took it up, 
and went into the city : and 
her mother in law saw what 
she had gleaned: and she 
brought forth, and gave to her 
that she had reserved after she 
was sufficed. 

21 And her mother^ in law 
said unto her, Where hast 
thou gleaned to dajl and 
where wroughtest thou 1 bless- 
ed be he that did take know- 
ledge of thee. And she shewed 
her mother in law with whom 
she had wrought, and said, 
The man's name with whom 
I wrought to day is Boaz. 

22 And Naomi said unto 
her daughter in law. Blessed 
be he of the Lord, who hath 
not left off his kindness to the 
living and to the dead. And 



Kaomi said unto her. The man 
is near of kin unto us, one of 
our next kinsmen. And Ruth 
the Moabitess said. He said 
unto me also. Thou shalt keep 
fast by my young men, until 
they have ended all my harvest. 
23 And Naomi said unto 
Kuth her daughter in law. It 
is good, my daughter, that 
thou go out with his maidens, 
that they meet thee not in any 
other field. So she kept fast 
by the maidens of Boaz to 
glean unto the end of barley 
harvest and of wheat harvest ; 
and dwelt with her mother in 
law. [In the end Kuth became 
the wife of Boaz; and when 
a little son was born to her 
"Naomi took the child, and 
laid it in her bosom, and be- 
came nurse unto it." And 
they called his name Obed : 
and his son was Jesse, the 
father of David, the king.] 



THE FIRST BOOK OF SAMUEL. 

The two Books of Samuel tell the story of the life of the prophet of that 
name, and of his rule over the children of Israel. He was the son of 
Elkanah and Hannah, who gave him to Eli the priest to be trained as 
a helper for the services of the Temple. Samuel probably lived 1000 
years before Christ. These Books also contain the greater part of the 
records that relate to Saul and David. 



1. 

I And the child Samuel 
ministered unto the Lord before 
Eli And the word of the 



Lord was precious in those 

days j there was no open vision. 

2 And it came to pass at 

that time, when Eli was laid 
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down in his place, and his eyes 
began to wax dim, that he 
coald not see; and ere the 
lamp of God went out in the 
temple of the Lord, where the 
ark of €U>d was, and Samuel 
was laid down to sleep, that 
the Lord called Samael; and 
he answered, Here am L 

3 And he ran unto Eli, and 
said, Here am I ; for thou 
calledst me. And he said, I 
called not; lie down again. 
And he went and lay down. 

4 And the Lord called yet 
again, SamueL And Samuel 
arose and went to Eli, and said. 
Here am I ; for thou didst call 
me. And he answered, I called 
not, my son ; lie down again. 

5 Kow Samuel did not yet 
know the Lord, neither was 
the word of the Lord yet re- 
vealed unto him. 

6 And the Lord called 
Samuel again the third time. 
And he arose and went to Eli, 
and said, Here am I; for thou 
didst call me. And Eli per- 
ceived that the Lord had called 
the child. Therefore Eli said 
unto Samuel, Go, lie down; 
and it shall be, if he call thee, 
that thou shalt say, Speak, 
Lord ; for thy servant heareth. 
So Samuel went and lay down 
in his place. 

7 Ajid the Lord came, and 
stood, and called as at other 
times, Samuel, Samuel. Then 
Samuel answered, Speak; for 
thy servant heareth. 



8 And the Lord said to 
Samael, Behold, I will do a 
thing in Israel, at which both 
the ears of every one that hear- 
eth it shall tingle. Jn that day 
I will perform against Eli all 
things which I have spoken 
concerning his house : when I 
begin I will also make an end. 
For I have told him that I will 
judge his house for ever for 
the iniquity which he knoweth; 
because hiiB sons made them- 
selves vile, and he restrained 
them not; and therefore I 
have sworn unto the house of 
Eli, that the iniquity of Eli's 
house shall not be purged with 
sacrifice nor offering for ever. 
And Samuel lay until the 
morning, and opened the doors 
of the house of the Lord. And 
Samuel feared to shew Eli the 
vision. 

9 Then Eli called Samuel, 
and said, Samuel, my son. 
And he answered. Here am L 
And he said, What is the thing 
that the Lord hath said unto 
thee ? I pray thee hide it not 
from me : God do so to thee, 
and more also, if thou hide any 
thing from me of all the things 
that he said unto thee. 

10 And Samuel told him 
every whit, and hid nothing 
from him. And he said, It is 
the Lord : let him do what 
seemeth him good. 

11 And Samuel grew, and 
the Lord was with him, and 
did let none of his words fall 
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to the ground. And all Israel 
from Dan even to Beer-sheba 
knew that Samuel was esta- 
blished to be a prophet of the 
Lord. 

2. 

1 Samuel spake unto all 
the house of Israel, saying, If 
ye do return unto the Lord 
with all your hearts, then put 
away the strange gods and 
Ashtaroth from among you, 
and prepare your hearts unto 
the Lord, and serve him only: 
and he will deliver you out of 
the hand of the Philistines. 
Then the children of Israel 
did put away Baalim and 
Ashtaroth, and served the 
Lord only. 

2 And Samuel said, Gather 
all Israel to Mizpeh, and I 
will pray for you unto the 
Lord. And they gathered to- 
gether to Mizpeh, and drew 
water, and poured it out before 
the Lord, and fasted on that 
day, and said there, We have 
sinned against the Lord. And 
Samuel judged the children of 
Israel in Mizpeh. 

3 And when the Philistines 
heard that the children of 
Israel were gathered together 
to Mizpeh, the lords of the 
Philistines went up against 
Israel. And when the children 
of Israel heard it, they were 
afraid of the Philistines. And 
the children of Israel said to 
Samuel, Cease not to cry unto 



the Lord our God for us, that 
he will save us out of the hand 
of the Philistines. 

4 And Samuel took a suck- 
ing lamb, and offered it for a 
burnt offering wholly unto the 
Lord : and Samuel cried unto 
the Lord for Israel; and the 
Lord heard him. And as 
Samuel was offering up the 
burnt offering, the Philistines 
drew near to battle against 
Israel : but the Lord thundered 
with a great thunder on that 
day upon the Philistines, and 
discomfited them: and they 
were smitten before Israel 

5 And the men of Israel 
went out of Mizpeh, and pur- 
sued the Philistines, and smote 
them, until they came under 
Bethcar. Then Samuel took 
a stone, and set it between 
Mizpeh and Shen, and called 
the name of it Eben-ezer, say- 
ing. Hitherto hath the Lord 
helped us. 

6 So the Philistines were 
subdued, and they came no 
more into the coast of Israel : 
and the hand of the Lord was 
against the Philistines all the 
days of Samuel. 

7 And the cities which the 
Philistines had taken from 
Israel were restored to Israel, 
from Ekron even unto Gath ; 
and the coasts thereof did 
Israel deliver out of the hands 
of the Philistines. And there 
was peace between Israel and 
the Amorites. 
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8 And Samuel judged 
Israel all the days of his life. 
And he went from year to 
year in circuit to Beth-el, and 
Gilgal, and Mizpeh, and judged 
Israel in all those places. And 
his return was to Kamah ; for 
there was his house ; and there 
he judged Israel ; and there he 
built an altar unto the Lord. 



3. 

1 And it came to pass, when 
Samuel was old, that he made 
his sons judges over Israel. 
Now the name of his firstborn 
was Joel j and the name of his 
second, Abiah : they were 
judges in Beer-sheba. And 
his sons walked not in his 
ways, but turned aside after 
lucre, and took bribes, and 
perverted judgment. 

2 Then all the elders of 
Israel gathered themselves to- 
gether, and came to Samuel 
unto Hamah, and said unto 
him, Behold, thou art old, and 
thy sons walk not in thy ways : 
now make us a king to judge 
us like all the nations. 

3 But the thing displeased 
Samuel, when they said. Give 
us a king to judge us. And 
Samuel prayed unto the Lord; 
and the Lord said unto 
Samuel, Hearken unto the 
voice of the people in all that 
they say unto thee: for they 
have not rejected thee, but 
they have rejected me, that I 
should not reign over them. 



4 According to all the works 
which they have done since 
the day that I brought them 
up out of Egypt even unto 
this day, wherewith they have 
forsaken me, and served other 
gods, so do they also unto thee. 
Now therefore hearken unto 
their voice : howbeit yet pro- 
test solemnly unto them, and 
shew them the manner of the 
king that shall reign over them. 

5 And Samuel told all the 
words of the Lord unto the 
people that asked of him a 
king. And he said. This will 
be the manner of the king that 
shall reign over you : He will 
take your sons, and appoint 
them for himself, for his cha- 
riots, and to be his horsemen ; 
and some shall run before his 
chariots. And he will appoint 
him captains over thousands, 
and captains over fifties ; and 
will set them to ear his ground, 
and to reap his harvest, and to 
make his instruments of war, 
and instruments of his chariots. 

6 And he will take your 
daughters to beconfectionaries, 
and to be cooks, and to be 
bakers. And he will take 
your fields, and your vine- 
yards, and your oliveyards, 
even the best of them, and 
give them to his servants. 
And he will take the tenth of 
your seed, and of your vine- 
yards, and give to his officers, 
and to his servants. 

7 And ho will take your 



( 81 ) 



menservants, and your maid- 
servants, and your goodliest 
young men, and your asses, 
and put them to his work. 
He will take the tenth of your 
sheep : and ye shall be his ser- 
vants. And ye shall cry out 
in - that day because of your 
king which ye shall have 
chosen you; and the Lord will 
not hear you in that day. 

8 Nevertheless the people 
refused to obey the voice of 
Samuel ; and they said. Nay; 
but we will have a king over 
us ; that we also may be like 
all the nations ; and that our 
king may judge us, and go 
out before us, and fight our 
battles. 

9 And Samuel heard all 
the words of the people, and 
he rehearsed them in the ears 
of the Lord. And the Lord 
said to Samuel, Hearken unto 
their voice, and make them a 
king. And Samuel said unto 
the men of Israel, Go ye every 
man unto his city. 



4. 
1 Now there was a man of 
Benjamin, whose name was 
Kish, the son of Abiel, the 
son of Zeror, the son of Be- 
chorath. the son of Aphiah, a 
Benjamite, a mighty man of 
power. And he had a son, 
whose name was Saul, a choice 
young man, and a goodly : and 
there was not among the« chil- 
dren of Israel a goodlier person 



than he: from his shoulders 
and upward he was higher 
than any of the people. 

2 And the asses of Kish, 
Saul's father, were lost. And 
Kish said to Saul his son, 
Take now one of the servants 
with thee, and arise, go seek 
the asses. 

3 And he passed through 
mount Ephraim, and passed 
through the land of Shalisha, 
but they found them not : then 
they passed through the land 
of Shalim, and there they were 
not : and he passed through 
the land of the Benjamites, 
but they found them not. 

4 And when they were 
come to the land of Zuph, Saul 
said to his servant that was 
with him, Come, and let us 
return; lest my father leave 
caring for the asses, and take 
thought for us. And he said 
unto him. Behold now, there 
is in this city a man of God, 
and he is an honourable man ; 
all that he saith cometh surely 
to pass: now let us go thither; 
peradventure he can shew us 
our way that we should go. 

5 Then said Saul to his ser- 
vant. But, behold, if we go, 
what shall we bring the man ? 
for the bread is spent in our 
vessels, and there is not a pre^ 
sent to bring to the man of 
God: what have we? And 
the servant answered Saul 
again, and said. Behold, I have 
here at hand the fourth part 
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of a shekel of silver: that will 
£ give to the man of Qod, to 
cell us out way. 

6 Beforetime in Israel, when 
a man went to enquire of God, 
thus he spake, Come, and let 
as go to the seer : for he that 
is now called a Prophet was 
beforetime called a Seer.^ 

7 Then said Saul to his ser- 
vant, Well said ; come, let us 
go. So they went unto the 
city where the man of God 
was : and when they were 
come into the city, behold, 
Samuel came out against them, 
for to go up to the high place. 

8 Now the Lord had told 
Samuel in his ear a day before 
Saul came, saying. To morrow 
about this time I will send 
thee a man out of the land of 
Benjamin, and thou shalt 
anoint him to be captain over 
my people Israel, that he may 
save my people out of the 
hand of the Philistines : for I 
have looked upon my people, 
because their cry is come unto 
me. 

9 And when Samuel saw 
Saul, the Lord said unto him. 
Behold the man whom I spake 
to thee of! this same shall 
reign over my people. 

10 Then Saul drew near to 
Samuel in the gate, and said, 



Tell me, I pray thee, where 
the seer's house is. And 
Samuel answered Saul, and 
said, I am the seer : go up be- 
fore me unto the high place; 
for ye shall eat with me to day, 
and to morrow I will let thee 
go, and will tell thee all. that 
is in thy heart. And as for 
thine asses that were lost three 
days ago, set not thy mind on 
them; for they are found. 
And on whom is all the desire 
of Israel? Is it not on thee, 
and on all thy father's house? 

1 1 And Saul answered and 
said. Am not I a Benjamite, 
of the smallest of the tribes of 
Israel? and my family the least 
of all the families of the tribe 
of Benjamin? wherefore then 
speakest thou so to me? 

12 And Samuel took Saul 
and his servant, and brought 
them into the parlour, and 
made them sit in the chiefest 
place among them that were 
bidden, which were about 
thirty persons. 

13 And when they were 
come down from the high place 
into the city, Samuel com- 
muned with Saul upon the top 
of the house. And they arose 
early: and it came to pass 
about the spring of the day, 
that Samuel called Saul to the 



^ This is an instructive statement. The truth is that in all cases, 
whether called "man of God," **seer," **prophet," or "priest." the 
person indicated is supposed to speak and act as a medium of communi- 
cation between the unseen world and the seen. That is the central 
fact of all these records. 
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top of the house, s^yii^gy Hp, 
that I may send thee away. 
And Saul arose, and they went 
out both of them, he and 
Samuel, abroad. 

14 And as they were going 
down to the end of the city, 
Samuel said to Saul, Bid the 
servant pass on before us, (and 
he passed on,) but stand thou 
still a while, that I may shew 
thee the word of God. 
' 15 Then Samuel took a 
vial of oil, and poured it upon 
his head, and kissed him, and 
said, Is it not because the 
Lord hath anointed thee to be 
captain over his inheritance 1 

16 When thou art departed 
from me to day, then thou 
shalt find two men by KachePs 
sepulchre in the border of 
Benjamin at Zelzah; and they 
will say unto thee, The asses 
which thou wentest to seek 
are found : and, lo, thy father 
hath left the care of the asses, 
and sorroweth for you, saying, 
"What shall I do for my son? 

17 Then shalt thou go on 
forward from thence, and thou 
shalt come to the plain of 
Tabor, and there shall meet 
thee three men going up to 
God to Beth-el, oue carrying 
three kids, and another carry- 
ing three loaves of bread, and 
another carrying a bottle of 
wine : and they will salute 
thee, and give thee two loaves 
of bread ; which thou shalt re- 
ceive of their hands. 



18 After that thou shalt 
come to the hill of God, where 
is the garrison of the Philis- 
tines : and it shall come to pass, 
when thou art come thither to 
the city, that thou shalt meet 
a company of prophets coming 
down from the high place with 
a psaltery, and a tabret, and 
a pipe, and a harp, before 
them; and they shall prophesy: 
and the Spirit of the Lord will 
come upon thee, and thou shalt 
prophesy with them, and shalt 
be turned into another man. 

19 And let it be, when these 
signs are come unto thee, that 
thou do as occasion serve thee; 
for God is with thee. And 
thou shalt go down before me 
to Gilgal ; and, behold, I will 
come down unto thee, to offer 
burnt offerings, and to sacri- 
fice sacrifices of peace offerings : 
seven days shalt thou tarry, 
till I come to thee, and shew 
thee what thou shalt do. 

20 And it was so, that when 
he had turned his back to go 
from Samuel, God gave him 
another heart : and all those 
signs came to pass that day. 
And when they came thither 
to the hill, behold, a company 
of prophets met him ; and the 
Spirit of God came upon him, 
and he prophesied among 
them. 

21 And it came to pass, 
when all that knew him before- 
time saw that, behold, he pro- 
phesied among the prophets, 
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then the people said one to 
another, What is this that is 
come unto the son of Kish? 
Is Saul also among the pro- 
phets? Therefore it became 
a proverb, Is Saul also among 
the prophets 1 And when he 
had made an end of prophesy- 
ing, he came to the high 
place. 

22 And Saul's uncle said 
unto him and to his servant, 
Whither went ye? And he 
said, To seek the asses : and 
when we saw that they were 
no where, we came to Samuel. 
And Saul's uncle said, Tell 
me, I pray thee, what Samuel 
said unto you. And Saul 
said unto his uncle. He told 
us plainly that the asses were 
found. But of the matter of 
the kingdom, whereof Samuel 
spake, he told him not. 

23 And Samuel called the 
people together unto the Lord 
to Mizpeb, and said unto the 
children of Israel, Thus saith 
the Lord God of Israel, I 
brought up Israel out of 
Egypt, and delivered you out 
of the hand of the Egyptians, 
and out of the hand of all 
kingdoms, and of them that 
oppressed you; and ye have 
this day rejected your God 
who himself saved you out of 
all your adversities and your 
tribulations ; and ye have said 
unto him. Nay, but set a king 
over us. Now therefore pre- 
sent yourselves before the Lord 



by your tribes, and by your 
thousanda 

24 And when Samuel had 
caused all the tribes of Israel 
to come near, the tribe of 
Benjamin was taken. When 
he had caused the tribe of 
Benjamin to come near by 
their families, the family of 
Matri was taken, and Saul 
the son of Kish was taken; 
and when they sought him, 
he could not be found. There- 
fore they enquired of the Lord 
further, if the man should yet 
come thither. Ajid the Lord 
answered. Behold, he hath hid 
himself among the stuff. And 
they ran and fetched hini 
thence: and when he stood 
among the people, he was 
higher than any of the people 
from his shoulders and upward. 

25 And Samuel said to all 
the people. See ye him whom 
the Lord hath chosen, that 
there is none like him among 
all the people. And all the 
people shouted, and said, God 
save the king. Then Samuel 
told the people the manner of 
the kingdom, and wrote it in a 
book, and laid it up before 
the Lord. And Samuel sent 
all the people away, every 
man to his house. 



6. 

1 Saul reigned one year; 
and when he had reigned two 
years over Israel, Saul chose 
him three thousand men of 



( 86 ) 



Israel ; whereof two thoasand 
were with Saul in Michmash 
and in mount Beth-el, and a 
thousand were with Jonathan 
in Gibeah of Benjamin; and 
the rest of the people he sent 
every man to his tent. 

2 And Jonathan smote the 
garrison of the Philistines 
that was in Gleba, and the 
Philistines heard of it. And 
Saul blew the trumpet through- 
out all the land, saying, Let 
the Hebrews hear. 

3 And all Israel heard say 
that Saul had smitten a garri- 
son of the Philistines, and that 
Israel also was had in abomina- 
tion with the Philistines. And 
the people were called together 
after Saul to Gilgal. 

4 And the Philistines ga- 
thered themselves together to 
fight with Israel, thirty thou- 
sand chariots, and six thousand 
horsemen, and people as the 
sand which is on the sea shore 
in multitude: and they came 
up, and pitched in Michmash, 
eastward from Beth-aven. 

5 When the men of Israel 
saw that they were in a strait, 
(for the people were distressed, ) 
then the people did hide them- 
selves in caves, and in thickets, 
and in rocks, and in high 
places, and in pits. And some 
of the Hebrews went over 
Jordan to the land of Gad and 
Gilead. As for Saul, he was 
yet in Gilgal, and all the peo- 
ple followed him trembling. 



6 And he tarried seven 
days, according to the set time 
that Samuel had appointed ; 
but Samuel came not to Gil- 
gal ; and the people were 
scattered from him. And Saul 
said, Bring hither a burnt 
offering to me, and peace offer- 
ings. And he offered the 
burnt offering. 

7 And it came to pass, that 
as soon as he had made an 
end of offering the burnt offer- 
ing, behold, Samuel came ;. 
and Saul went out to meet 
him, that he might salute him. 

8 And Samuel said. What 
hast thou done? And Saul 
said. Because I saw that the 
people were scattered from 
me, and that thou camest not 
within the days appointed, 
and that the Philistines ga- 
thered, themselves together at 
Michmash; therefore said I, 
The Philistines will come 
down now upon me to Gilgal, 
and I have not made supplica- 
tion unto the Lord: I forced 
myself therefore, and offered 
a burnt offering. 

9 And Samuel said to Saul, 
Thou hast done foolishly: 
thou hast not kept the com- 
mandment of the Lord thy 
God, which he commanded 
thee : for now would the Lord 
have established thy kingdom 
upon Israel for ever. But 
now thy kingdom shall not 
continue : the Lord hath 
sought him a man after his 
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own heart, and the Lord hath 
commanded him to be captain 
over his people, because thou 
hast not kept that which the 
Lord commanded thee. 

10 And Samuel arose, and 
gat him up from Gilgal unto 
Gibeah of Benjamin. And 
Saul, and Jonathan his son, 
and the people that were 
present with them, abode in 
Gibeah of Benjamin ; bat the 
Philistines encamped in Mich- 
mash. 

11 Then Samuel went to 
Ramah ; and Saul went up to 
his house to Gibeah of Saul. 
And Samuel came no more to 
see Saul until the day of his 
death : nevertheless Samuel 
mourned for Saul:' and the 
Lord repented that he had 
made Saul king over Israel. 



6. 

1 And the Lord said unto 
Samuel, How long wilt thou 
mourn for Saul, seeing I have 
rejected him from reigning 
over Israel 1 fill thy horn with 
oil, and go, I will send thee 
to Jesse the Beth-lehemite; 
for I have provided me a king 
among his sons. 

2 And Samuel said. How 
can I go ? if Saul hear it, he 
will kill me. And the Lord 
said. Take a heifer with thee, 
and say, I am come to sacrifice 
to the Lord. And call Jesse 
to the sacrifice, and I will 
shew thee what thou shalt do : 



and thou shalt anoint unto 
me him whom I name unto 
thee. 

3 And Samuel did that 
which the Lord spake, and 
came to Beth-lehem. And the 
elders of the town trembled at 
his coming, and said, Comest 
thou peaceably ? And he said, 
Peaceably : I am come to sacri- 
fice unto the Lord; sanctify 
yourselves, and come with me 
to the sacrifice. And he 
sanctified Jesse and his sons, 
and called them to the sacri- 
fice. 

4 And it came to pass, when 
they were come, that he looked 
on Eliab, and said, Surely the 
Lord's anointed is before him. 
But the Lord said unto Samuel, 
Look not on his countenance, 
or on the height of his stature ; 
because I have refused him: 
for the Lord seeth not as man 
seeth ; for man looketh on the 
outward appearance, but the 
Lord looketh on the heart. 

5 Then Jesse called Abina- 
dab, and made him pass before 
Samuel. And he said. Nei- 
ther hath the Lord chosen 
this. Then Jesse made Sham- 
mah to pass by. And he said. 
Neither hath the Lord chosen 
this. Again, Jesse made seven 
of his sons to pass before 
Samuel. And Samuel said 
unto Jesse, The Lord hath not 
chosen these. 

6 And Samuel said unto 
Jesse, Are here all thy child- 



( 87 ) 



ren ? And he said, There re- 
maineth yet the youngest, and, 
behold, he keepeth the sheep. 
And Samuel said unto Jesse, 
Send and fetch him : for we 
will not sit down till he come 
hither. 

7 And he sent, and brought 
him in. Now, he was ruddy, 
and withal of a beautiful 
countenance, and goodly to 
look to. And the Lord said, 
Arise, anoint him : for this is 
he. 

8 Then Samuel took the 
horn of oil, and anointed him 
in the midst of his brethren : 
and the Spirit of the Lord 
came upon David from that 
day forward. So Samuel rose 
up, and went to Kamah. 

9 But the Spirit of the 
Lord departed from Saul, and 
an evil spirit from the Lord 
troubled him. And Saul's 
servants said unto him, Be- 
hold now, an evil spirit from 
God troubleth thee. Let our 
lord now command thy ser- 
vants, which are before thee, 
to seek out a man, who is a 
cunning player on a harp; 
and it shall come to pass, when 
the evil spirit from God is up- 
on thee, that he shall play 
with his hand, and thou shalt 
be well. 

10 And Saul said unto his 
servants. Provide me now u 
man that can play well, and 
bring him to me. Then an- 
swered one of the servants. 



and said. Behold, I have seen 
a son of Jesse the Beth- 
lehemite, that is cunning in 
playing, and a mighty valiant 
man, and a man of war, and 
prudent in matters, and a 
comely person, and the Lord 
is with him. 

11 Wherefore Saul sent 
messengers unto Jesse, and 
said, Send me David thy son, 
which is with the sheep. And 
Jesse took an ass laden with 
bread, and a bottle of wine, 
and a kid, and sent them by 
David his son unto SauL 

12 And David came to 
Saul, and stood before him : 
and he loved him greatly ; and 
he became his armour-bearer. 
And Saul sent to Jesse, say- 
ing. Let David, I pray thee, 
stand before me : for he hath 
found favour in my sight. 

13 And it came to pass, 
when the evil spirit from God 
was upon Saul, that David 
took a harp, and played with 
his hand : so Saul was re- 
freshed, and was well, and the 
evil spirit departed from him. 



7. 

1 Now the Philistines ga- 
thered together their armies 
to battle, and were gathered 
together at Shochoh, which 
belongeth to Judah, and pitch- 
ed between Shochoh and Aze- 
kah, in Ephes-dammin. 

2 And Saul and the men of 
Israel were gathered together. 
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and pitched by the valley of 
Elah, and set the battle in 
array against the Philistines. 
And the Philistines stood on 
a mountain on one side, and 
Israel stood on a mountain on 
the other side : and there was 
a valley between them. 

3 And there went out a 
champion out of the camp of 
the Philistines, named Goliath, 
of Grath, whose height was six 
cubits and a span. And he 
had a helmet of brass upon 
his head, and he was armed 
with a coat of mail ; and the 
weight of the coat was five 
thousand shekels of brass. ' 

4 And he had greaves of 
brass upon his legs, and a 
target of brass between his 
shoulders. And the staff of 
his spear was like a weaver's 
beam ; and his spear's head 
weighed six hundred shekels 
of iron : and one bearing a 
shield went before him. 

5 And he stood and cried 
unto the armies of Israel, and 
said unto them. Why are you 
come out to set your battle in 
array 1 am not I a Philistine, 
and ye servants to Saul? 
choose you a man for you, 
and let him come down to me. 
If he be able to fight with me, 
and to kill me, then will we 
be your servants : but if I 
prevail against him, and kill 
him, then shall ye be our ser- 



vants, and serve us. And the 
Philistine said, I defy the 
armies of Israel this day ; give 
me a man, that we may fight 
together. 

6 When Saul and all Israel 
heard those words of the Phil- 
istine, they were dismayed, 
and greatly afraid. And the 
Philistine drew near morning 
and evening, and presented 
himself forty days. 

7 And Jesse said unto 
David his soU) Take now for 
thy brethren an ephah of this 
parched com, and these ten 
loaves, and run to the camp to 
thy brethren ; and carry these 
ten cheeses unto the captain 
of their thousand, and look 
how thy brethren fare, and 
take their pledge.^ 

8 Now Saul, and they, and 
all the men of Israel, were in 
the valley of Elah, fighting 
with the Philistines. 

9 And David rose up early 
in the morning, and left the 
sheep with a keeper, and took, 
and went, as Jesse had com- 
manded him ; and he came to 
the trench, as the host was 
going forth to the fight, and 
shouted for the battle. For 
Israel and the Philistines had 
put the battle in array, army 
against army. 

10 And David left his car- 
riage^ in the hand of the keeper 
of the carriage, and ran into 



^ The meaning probably is, Take some token of their welfare, 
' That is, his oaggagef — ^that which was carried. 
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the army, and came and sa- 
luted his brethren. And as 
he talked with them, behold, 
there came up the champion, 
the PhUistine of Gath, Goliath 
bj name, out of the armies of 
the Philistines, and spake ac- 
cording to the same words ; 
and David heard them. And 
all the men of Israel, when 
they saw the man, fled from 
him, and were sore afraid. 

11 And the men of Israel 
said, Have ye seen this man 
that is come upl surely to 
defy Israel is he come up : 
and it shall be, that the man 
who killeth him, the king will 
enrich him with great riches, 
and will give him his daughter, 
and make his father's house 
free in Israel. 

12 And David spake to the 
men that stood by him, say- 
ing. What shall be done to 
the man that killeth this 
Philistine, and taketh away 
the reproach from Israel *? for 
who is this uncircumcised 
Philistine, that he should defy 
the armies of the living God 1 
And the people answered him 
after this fashion, saying. So 
shall it be done to the man 
that killeth him. 

13 And Eliab his eldest 
brother heard when he spake 
unto the men; and Eliab's 
anger was kindled against 
David, and he said. Why 
earnest thou down hither 1 and 
with whom hast thou left those 



few sheep in the wilderness) 
I know thy pride, and the 
naughtiness of thy heart ; for 
thou art come down that thou 
mightest see the battle. And 
David said. What have I now 
done 1 Is there not a cause ? 

14 And he turned from him 
toward another, and spake 
after the same manner : and 
the people answered him again 
after the former manner. And 
when the words were heard 
which David spake, they re- 
hearsed them before Saul; 
and he sent for him. 

15 And David said to 
Saul, Let no man's heart fail 
because of him; thy servant 
will go and fight with this 
Philistine. And Saul said to 
David, Thou art not able to 
go against this Philistine to 
fight with him : for thou art 
but a youth, and he a man of 
war from his youth. 

16 And David said unto 
Saul, Thy servant kept his 
father's sheep, and there came 
a lion, and a bear, and took a 
lamb out of the flock : and I 
went out after him, and smote 
him, and delivered it out of 
his mouth : and when he arose 
against me, I caught him by 
his beard, and smote him, and 
slew him. Thy servant slew 
both the lion and the bear: 
and this uncircumcised Philis- 
tine shall be as one of them, 
seeing he hath defied the ar- 
mies of the living God. 
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17 David said moreover. 
The Lord that delivered me out 
of the paw of the lion, and out 
of the paw of the bear, he will 
deliver me out of the hand of 
this Philistine. And Saul 
said unto David, Go, and the 
Lord be with thee. 

18 And Saul armed David 
with his armour, and he put 
a helmet of brass upon his 
head ; also he armed him with 
a coat of mail. And David 
girded his sword upon his ar- 
mour, and he assayed to go : 
for he had not proved it. And 
David said unto Saul, I can- 
not go with these ; for I have 
not proved them. And David 
put them off him. 

19 And he took his staff in 
his hand, and chose him five 
smooth stones out of the brook, 
and put them in a shepherd's 
bag which he had, even in a 
scrip ; and his sling was in his 
hand : and he drew near to 
the Philistine. And the Phil- 
istine came on and drew near 
unto David : and the roan that 
bare the shield went before 
him. 

20 And when the Philis- 
tine looked about, and saw 
David, he disdained him : for 
he was but a youth, and ruddy, 
and of a fair countenance. 
And the Philistine said unto 
David, Am I a dog, that thou 
comest to me with staves? 
And the Philistine cursed 
David by his gods. And the 



Philistine said to David, Come 
to me, and I will give thy 
flesh unto the fowls of the air, 
and to the beasts of the field. 

21 Then said David to the 
Philistine, Thou comest to me 
with a sword, and with a spear, 
and with a shield : but I come 
to thee in the name of the 
Lord of hosts, the God of the 
armies of Israel, whom thou 
hast defied. This day will the 
Lord deliver thee into my 
hand ; and I will smite thee, 
and take thy head from thee; 
and I will give the carcases of 
the host of the Philistines this 
dav unto the fowls of the air, 
and to the wild beasts of the 
earth ; that all the earth may 
know that there is a God in 
Israel. And all this assembly 
shall know that the Lord 
saveth not with sword and 
spear; for the battle is the 
Lord's, and he will give you 
into our hands. 

22 ^nd it came to pass, 
when the Philistine arose, and 
drew nigh to meet David, that 
David hasted, and ran toward 
the army to meet the Philis- 
tine. And David put his hand 
in his bag, and took thence a 
stone, and slang it, and smote 
the Philistine in his forehead, 
that the stone sunk into his 
forehead ; and he fell upon his 
face to the earth. 

23 So David prevailed over 
the Philistine with a sling and 
with a stone, and smote the 
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Philistine, and slew him ; but 
there was no sword in the 
hand of David. Therefore 
David ran, and stood upon the 
Philistine, and took his sword, 
and drew it out of the sheath 
thereof, and slew him, and cut 
off his head therewith. And 
when the Philistines saw their 
champion was dead, they fled. 

24 And the men of Israel 
and of Judah arose, and 
shouted, and pursued the Phil- 
istines, until thou come to the 
valley, and to the gates of 
Ekron. And the wounded of 
the Philistines fell down by 
the way to Shaaraim, even 
unto Gath, and unto Ekron. 

25 And the children of Is- 
rael returned from chasing 
after the Philistines, and they 
spoiled their tents. And 
David took the head of the 
Philistine, and brought it to 
Jerusalem ; but he put his 
armour in his tent. 

26 And when Saul saw 
David go forth against the 
Philistine, he said unto Abner, 
the captain of the host, Abner, 
whose son is this youth 1 And 
Abner said, As thy soul liveth, 
O king, I cannot tell. And 
the king said, Enquire thou 
whose son the stripling is.^ 



27 And as David returned 
from the slaughter of the Phil- 
istines, Abner took him, and 
brought him before Saul with 
the head of the Philistine in 
his hand. And Saul said to 
him, Whose son art thou, thou 
yoving man 9^ And David 
answered, I am the son of 
thy servant Jesse the Beth- 
lehemite. 

28 And it came to pass, 
when he had made an end of 
speaking unto Saul, that the 
soul of Jonathan was knit with 
the soul of David, and Jonathan 
loved him as his own soul. 
And Saul took him that day, 
and would let him go no more 
home to his father's house. 

29 Then Jonathan and David 
made a covenant, because he 
loved him as his own soul. 
And Jonathan stripped himself 
of the robe that was upon him, 
and gave it to David, and his 
garments, even to his sword, 
and to his bow, and to his 
girdle. 

8. 
1 And David went out 
whithersoever Saul sent him, 
and behaved himself wisely; 
and Saul set him over the men 
of war, and he was accepted in 



. ^ This manifestly contradicts the earlier part of the narrative (see 
6 : 11-13, and 7 : 14-18), from which it is evident that Saul knew David 
perfectly well. It is one of many instances of inconsistency which 
shew that these Books are compilations from various sources, and that 
the compiler did not always take pains to make the different records 
agree. 
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the sight of all the people, and 
also in the sight of Saul's ser- 
vants. 

2 And it came to pass as 
they came, when David was 
returned from the slaughter of 
the Philistine, that the women 
came out of all cities of Israel, 
singing and dancing, to meet 
king Saul, with tabrets, with 
J07, and with instruments of 
music. And the women an- 
swered one another as they 
played, and said, Saul hath 
slain his thousands, and David 
his ten thousands. 

3 And Saul was very wroth, 
and the saying displeased him; 
and he said. They have ascribed 
unto David ten thousands, and 
to me they have ascribed but 
thousands : and what can he 
have more but the kingdom ? 
And Saul eyed David from 
that day and forward. 

4 And it came to pass on 
the morrow, that the evil spirit 
from God came upon Saul, and 
he prophesied in the midst of 
the house : and David played 
with his hand, as at other 
times ; and there was a javelin 
in SauFs hand. And Saul cast 
the javelin : for he said, I will 
smite David even to the wall 
with it. And David avoided 
out of his presence twice. 

5 And Saul was afraid of 
David, because the Lord was 
with him, and was departed 
from Saul. Therefore Saul 
removed him from him, and 



made him his captain over a 
thousand; and he went out 
and came in before the people. 
6 And David behaved him- 
self wisely in all his ways ; 
and the Lord was with him. 
Wherefore when Saul saw that 
he behaved himself very wisely, 
he was afraid of him. But all 
Israel and Judah loved David, 
because he went out and came 
in before them. 

7 And Saul spake to Jonathan 
his son, and to all his servants, 
that they should kill David. 
But Jonathan, SauFs son, de- 
lighted much in David: and 
Jonathan told David, saying, 
Saul my father seeketh to kill 
thee : now therefore, I pray 
thee, take heed to thyself until 
the morning, and abide in a 
secret place, and hide thyself: 
and I will go out and stand 
beside my father in the field 
where thou art, and I will 
commune with my father of 
thee; and what I see, that I 
will tell thee. 

8 And Jonathan spake good 
of David unto Saul his father, 
and said unto him. Let not the 
king sin against his servant, 
against David; because he 
hath not sinned against thee, 
and because his works have 
been to thee-ward very good : 
for he did put his life in his 
hand, and slew the Philistine, 
and the Lord wrought a great 
salvation for all Israel : thou 
sawest it, and didst rejoice; 
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wherefore then wilt thou sin 
against innocent blood, to slay 
David without a cause 1 

9 And Saul hearkened unto 
the voice of Jonathan : and 
Saul sware, As the Lord liveth, 
he shall not be slain. 

10 And Jonathan called 
David, and Jonathan showed 
him all those things. And 
Jonathan brought David to 
Saul, and he was in his presence, 
as in times past 

1 1 And there was war again ; 
and David went out, and fought 
with the Philistines, and slew 
them with a great slaughter; 
and they fled from him. 

12 And the evil spirit from 
the Lord was upon SauJ, as he 
sat in his house with his javelin 
in his hand; and David played 
with his hand. And Saul 
sought to smite David even to 
the wall with the javelin ; but 
he slipped away out of Saul's 
presence, and he smote the 
javelin into the wall; and 
David fled, and escaped that 
night. 

13 And David fled from 
Naioth in Ram ah, and came 
and said before Jonathan, What 
have I done? what is mine 
iniquity 1 and what is my sin 
before thy father, that he seek- 
eth my life ] And he said unto 
him, God forbid; thou shalt 
not die ; behold, my father will 
do nothing either great or 
small, but that he will shew it 
me : and why should my father 



hide this thing from me t it is 
not so. 

14 And David sware more- 
over, and said, Thy father cer- 
tainly knoweth that I have 
found grace in thine eyes ; and 
he saith, Let not Jonathan 
know this, lest he be grieved ; 
but truly as the Lord liveth, 
and as thy soul liveth, there is 
but a step between me and 
death. Then said Jonathan 
unto David, Whatsoever thy 
soul desireth, I will even do it 
for thee. 

15 And David said unto 
Jonathan, Behold to-morrow is 
the new moon, and I should 
not fail to sit with the king at 
meat ; but let me go, that I 
may hide myself in the field 
unto the third day at even. If 
thy father at all miss me, then 
say, David earnestly asked 
leave of me that he might run 
to Beth-lehem his city: for 
there is a yearly sacrifice there 
for all the family. If he say 
thus. It is well; thy servant 
shall have peace : but if he be 
very wroth, then be sure that 
evil is determined by him. 

16 Therefore thou shalt deal 
kindly with thy servant; for 
thou hast brought thy servant 
into a covenant of the Lord 
with thee : notwithstanding, if 
there be in me iniquity, slay 
me thyself; for why shouldest 
thou bring me to thy father? 

17 And Jonathan said. Far 
be it from thee : for if I knew 
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certainly that evil were deter- 
mined hy mj father to come 
upon thee, then would not I 
tell it thee *? Then said David 
to Jonathan, Who shall tell 
me) or what if thy father 
answer thee roughly ? 

18 And Jonathan said unto 
Dayid, Come and let us go out 
into the £eld. And they went 
out both of them into the field. 
And Jonathan said unto David, 
O Lord God of Israel, when I 
have sounded my father about 
to-morrow any time, or the 
third day, and, behold, if there 
be good toward David, and I 
then send not unto thee, and 
shew it thee, the Lord do so 
and much more to Jonathan : 
but if it please my father to do 
thee evil, then I will shew it 
thee, and send thee away, that 
thou mayest go in peace : and 
the Lord be with thee, as he 
hath been with my father. 

19 And thou shalt not only 
while yet I live shew me the 
kindness of the Lord, that I die 
not: but also thou shalt not 
cut off thy kindness from my 
house for ever: no, not when 
the Lord hath cut off the 
enemies of David every one 
from the face of the earth. 

20 So Jonathan made a 
covenant with the house of 
David, saying, Let the Lord 
even require it at the hand of 
David's enemies. And Jonathan 
caused David to swear again, 
because he loved him: for he 



loved him as he loved his own 
soul. 

21 Then Jonathan said to 
David, To morrow is the new 
moon : and thou shalt be 
missed, because thy seat will 
be empty. And when thou 
hast stayed three days, then 
thou shalt go down quickly, 
and come to the place where 
thou didst hide thyself when 
the business was in hand, and 
shalt remain by the stone EzeL 

22 And I will shoot three 
arrows on the side thereof, as 
though I shot at a mark. And, 
behold, I will send a lad, say- 
^g> ^o, find out the arrows. 
If I expressly say unto the lad, 
Behold, the arrows are on this 
side of thee, take them; then 
come thou: for there is peace 
to thee, and no hurt, as the 
Lord liveth. But if I say thus 
unto the young man. Behold, 
the arrows are beyond thee; 
go thy way : for the Lord hath 
sent thee away. And as touch- 
ing the matter which thou and 
I have spoken of, behold, the 
Lord be between thee and me 
for ever. 

23 So David hid himself in 
the field : and when the new 
moon was come, the king sat 
him down to eat meat. 

24 And the king sat upon 
his seat, as at other times, even 
upon a seat by the wall: and 
Jonathan arose, and Abner sat 
by Saul's side, and David's 
place was empty. Neverthe- 
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less Saul spake not any thing 
that daj. 

25 And it came to pass on 
the morrow, which was the 
second day of the month, that 
David's place was empty : and 
Saul said unto Jonathan his 
son, Wherefore cometh not the 
son of Jesse to meat, neither 
yesterday, nor to day 1 ' 

26 And Jonathan answered 
Saul, David earnestly asked 
leave of me to go to Beth- 
lehem : and he said Let me go, 
I pray thee; for our family 
hath a sacrifice in the city; 
and my brother, he hath com- 
manded me to be there : and 
now, if I have found favour in 
thine eyes, let me get away, I 
pray thee, and see my brethren. 
Therefore he cometh not unto 
the king's table. 

27 Then Saul^3 anger was 
kindled against Jonathan, and 
he said unto him. Thou son of 
the perverse rebellious woman, 
do not I know that thou hast 
chosen the son of Jesse to thiae 
own confusion*? For as long 
as the son of Jesse liveth upon 
the ground, thou shalt not be 
established, nor thy kingdom. 
Wherefore now send and fetch 
him unto me, for he shall surely 
die. 

28 And Jonathan answered 
Saul his father, and said unto 
him. Wherefore shall he be 
slain? what hath he done? 
And Saul cast a javelin at him 
to smite him : whereby Jona- 



than knew that it was deter- 
mined of his father to slay 
David. 

29 So Jonathan arose from 
the table in fierce anger, and 
did eat no meat the second day 
of the month : for he was 
grieved for David, because his 
father had done him shame. 

30 And it came to pass in 
the morning, that Jonathan 
went out into the field at the 
time appointed with David, 
and a little lad with him. 
And he said unto his lad, Kun, 
find out now the arrows which 
I shoot. And as the lad ran, 
he shot an arrow beyond him. 
And when the lad was come 
to the place of the arrow which 
Jonathan had shot, Jonathan 
cried after the lad, and said. 
Is not the arrow beyond 
thee? 

31 And Jonathan cried 
after the lad. Make speed, 
haste, stay not. And tfona- 
than's lad gathered up the 
arrows, and came to his master. 
But the lad knew not any 
thing : only Jonathan and 
David knew the matter. And 
Jonathan gave his artillery 
unto his lad, and said unto 
him. Go, carry them to the 
city. 

32 And as soon as the lad 
was gone, David arose out of 
a place toward the south, and 
fell on his face to the ground, 
and bowed himself three times: 
and they kissed one another, 
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and wept one with another, 
until David exceeded^ 

33 And Jonathan said to 
David, Gk) in peace, forasmuch 
as we have sworn both of us 
in the name of the Lord, say- 
ing, The Lord be between me 
and thee^ and between my seed 
and thy seed for ever. And 
he arose and departed : and 
Jonathan went into the city. 

34 [After this, Saul pursues 
David from place to place: but, 
at last, David takes refuge 
among the Philistines at Gath, 
and Saul follows him no more.] 

9. 

1 And Samuel died; and all 
the Israelites were gathered 
together, and lamented him, 
and buried him in his house at 
Ham ah. 

2 And Saul put away those 
that had familiar spirits, and 
the wizards, out of the land. 

3 And the Philistines ga- 
thered themselves together, 
and came and pitched in Shu- 
nem : and Saul gathered all 
Israel together, and they 
pitched in Gilboa. 

4 And when Saul saw the 
host of the Philistines, he was 
afraid, and his heart greatly 
trembled. And when Saul 
enquired of the Lord, the 
Lord answered him not, nei- 
ther by dreams, nor by TJrim, 
nor by prophets. 



5 Then said Saul unto his 
servants. Seek me a woman 
that hath a familiar spirit, 
that I may go to her, and en- 
quire of her. And his servants 
said to him. Behold, there is a 
woman that hath a familiar 
spirit at En-dor. 

6 And Saul disguised him- 
self, and put on other raiment, 
and he went, and two men 
with him, and they came to 
the woman by night : and he 
said, I pray thee, divine unto 
me by the familiar spirit, and 
bring me him up, whom I 
shall name unto thee. 

7 And the woman said unto 
him, Behold, thou knowest 
what Saul hath done, how he 
hath cut off those that have 
familiar spirits, and the wiz- 
ards, out of the land : where- 
fore then layest thou a snare 
for my life, to cause me to die? 

8 And Saul sware to her by 
the Lord, saying, As the Lord 
liveth, there shall no punish- 
ment happen to thee for this 
thing. 

9 Then said the woman. 
Whom shall I bring up unto 
thee? And he said. Bring me 
up Samuel. And when the 
woman saw Samuel, she cried 
with a loud voice: and the 
woman spake to Saul, saying. 
Why hast thou deceived me 1 
for thou art Saul. 

10 And the kin^ said unto 



^ Or, wa8 greatly distressed. 
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her, Be not afraid: for what 
sawest thou 9 And the woman 
said unto Saul, I saw gods 
ascending out of the earth. 
And he said unto her, What 
form is he of 1 And she said, 
An old man cometh up ; and 
he is covered with a mantle. 
And Saul perceived that it 
was Samuel, and he stooped 
with his face to the ground, 
and bowed himself. 

11 And Samuel said to Saul, 
Why hast thou disquieted me, 
to bring me up? And Saul 
answered, I am sore distressed; 
for the Philistines make war 
against me, and God is de- 
parted from me, and answereth 
me no more, neither by pro- 
phets, nor by dreams : therefore 
I have called thee, that thou 
mayest make known unto me 
what I shall do. 

12 Then said Samuel, 
Wherefore then dost thou 
ask of me, seeing the Lord is 
departed from thee, and is be- 
come thine enemy ? And the 
liord hath done to him,^ as he 
spake by me: for the Lord 



hath rent the kingdom out of 
thy hand, and given it to 
thy neighbour, even to David: 
Because thou obeyedst not the 
voice of the Lord, nor exe- 
cutedst his fierce wrath upon 
Amalekj^ therefore hath the 
Lord done this thing unto 
thee this day. 

13 Moreover the Lord will 
also deliver Israel with thee 
into the hand of the Philistines: 
and to morrow shalt thou and 
thy sons be with me. 

14 Then Saul fell straight- 
way all along on the earth, 
and was sore afraid, because 
of the words of Samuel : and 
there was no strength in him ; 
for he had eaten no bread all 
the day, nor all the night. 
And the woman came unto 
Saul, and saw that he was sore 
troubled, and said unto him. 
Behold thy handmaid hath 
obeyed thy voice, and I have 
put my life in my hand, and 
have hearkened unto thy 
words which thou spakest unto 
me; now therefore, I pray 
thee, hearken thou also unto 



^ Or, donefor himself, 

^ Saul's o£^nce, in regard to Amalek, was that he did not carry out to 
the full the command he received. The command ran thus: *'Thn8 
saith the Lord of hosts ... Go and smite Amalek, and utterly destroy 
all that they have, and spare them not ; but slay both man and woman, 
infant and suckling, ox and sheep, camel and ass." But Saul and the 
people '* spared Agag (the kinff), and the best of the sheep, and of the 
oxen, and of the failings, and the Iambs." This, we are told, dis- 
pleased "the Lord*' ; and Samuel, who went to Saul to denounce him 
for his disobedience, took Agag and *' hewed him in pieces before the 
Lord." Records like these shew us how much a Jesus was needed to 
teach men better things. 
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the voice of thy handmaid, 
and let me set a morsel of 
bread before thee; and eat, 
that thou mayest have strength 
when thou goest on thy way. 

15 But he refused, and said, 
I will not eat. But his ser- 
vants, together with the 
woman, compelled him; and 
he hearkened unto their voice. 
So he* arose from the earth, 
and sat upon the bed. 

16 And the woman had a 
fat calf in the house, and she 
hasted, and killed it, and took 
flour, and kneaded it, and did 
bake unleavened bread thereof: 
and she brought it before Saul, 
and before his servants; and 
they did eat. Then they rose 
up, and went away that night. 



10. 

1 Now the Philistines fought 
against Israel : and the men of 
Israel fled from before the 
Philistines, and fell down slain 
in mount Gilboa. And the 
Philistines followed hard upon 
Saul and upon his sons ; and 
the Philistines slew Jonathan, 
and Abinadab, and Mel-chi- 
shua, Saul's sons. 

2 And the battle went sore 
against Saul, and the archers 
hit him; and he was sore 
wounded of the archers. 

3 Then said Saul unto his 
armourbearer, Draw thy sword, 
and thrust me through there- 
with ; lest these uncircumcised 
come and thrust me through. 



and abuse me. But his ar- 
mourbearer would not ; for he 
was sore afraid. Therefore 
Saul took a sword, and fell 
upon it 

4 And when his armour- 
bearer saw that Saul was dead, 
he fell likewise upon his 
sword, and died with him. 

5 So Saul died, and his 
three sons, and his armour- 
bearer, and all his men, that 
same day together. 

6 And when the men of 
Israel that were on the other 
side of the valley, and they 
that were on the other side 
Jordan, saw that the men of 
Israel fled, and that Saul and 
his sons were dead, they for- 
sook the cities, and filed; and 
the Philistines came and 
dwelt in them. 

7 And it came to pass on 
the morrow, when the Philis- 
tines came to strip the slain, 
that they found Saul and his 
three sons fallen in mount 
Gilboa. And they cut off his 
head, and stripped off his ar- 
mour, and sent into the land 
of the Philistines round about, 
to publish it in the house of 
their idols, and among the 
people. 

8 And they put his armour 
in the house of Ashtaroth : 
and they fastened his body to 
the wall of Beth-shan. 

9 And when the inhabitants 
of Jabesh-gilead heard of that 
which the Philistines had done 



( 99 ) 



to Saul ; all the valiant men 
arose, and went all night, and 
took the body of Saul and the 
bodies of his sons from the 
wall of Beth-shan, and came 



to Jabesh, and burnt them 
there. And they took their 
bones, and buried them under 
a tree at Jabesh, and fasted 
seven days. 



THE SECOND BOOK OF SAMUEL. 



1. 

1 Now it came to pass after 
the death of Saul, that, behold, 
a man came out of the camp 
from Saul with his clothes 
rent, and earth upon his head ; 
and so it was, when he came 
to David, that he fell to the 
earth, and did obeisance. 

2 And David said unto him. 
From whence comest thou? 
And he said unto him. Out of 
the camp of Israel ami escaped. 
And David said unto him, 
How went the matter? I 
pray thee, tell me. And he 
answered, The people are 
fled from the battle, and many 
of the people also are fallen 
and dead ; and Saul and Jona- 
than his son are dead also. 

3 And David lamented with 
this lamentation over Saul and 
over Jonathan his son : The 
beauty of Israel is slain upon 
thy high places ; how are the 
mighty fallen ! Tell it not in 
Gath, publish it not in the 
streets of Askelon; lest the 
daughtera of the Philistines 
rejoice, lest the daughters of 
the uncircumcised triumph. 



4 Ye mountains of Gilboa, 
let there be no dew, neither 
let there be rain upon you, 
nor flelds of offerings; for 
there the shield of the mighty 
is vilely cast away, the shield 
of Saul, as though he had not 
been anointed with oil. From 
the blood of the slain, from the 
fat of the mighty, the bow of 
Jonathan turned not back, and 
the sword of Saul returned 
not empty. 

5 Saul and Jonathan were 
lovely and pleasant in their 
lives, and in their death they 
were not divided; they were 
swifter than eagles, they were 
stronger than lions. Ye 
daughters of Israel, weep over 
Saul, who clothed you in scar- 
let, with other delights, who 
put on ornaments of gold upon 
your apparel. 

6 How are the mighty fallen 
in the midst of the battle ! O 
Jonathan, thou wast slain in 
thy high places. I am dis- 
tressed for thee, my brother 
Jonathan: very pleasant hast 
thou been unto me : thy love 
to me was wonderful, passing 
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the love of women. How are 
the mighty fallen, and the 
weapons of war perished ! 

7 And it came to pass after 
this, that David enquired of 
the Lord, saying, Shall I go 
up into any of the cities of 
Judah? And the Lord said 
unto to him, Go up. And 
David said. Whither shall I 
go up? And he said, Unto 
Hebron. 

8 So David went up thi- 
ther, and his two wives also, 
Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and 
Abigail Nabal's wife the Car- 
melite. And his men that 
were with him did David bring 
up, every man with his house- 
hold: and they dwelt in the 
cities of Hebron. And the 
men of Judah came, and there 
they anointed David king over 
the house of Judah. 

9 Now there was long war 
between the house of Saul and 
the house of David : but David 
waxed stronger and stronger, 
and the house of Saul waxed 
weaker and weaker. 

10 Then came all the tribes 
of Israel to David unto He- 
bron, and spake, saying, Be- 
hold, we are thy bone and thy 
flesh. Also in time past, 
when Saul was king over us, 
thou wast he that leddest out 
and broughtest in Israel : and 
the Lord said to thee, Thou 
shalt feed my people Israel, 
and thou shalt be a captain 
over Israel. 



11 So all the elders of Israel 
came to the king to Hebron ; 
and king David made a league 
with them in Hebron before 
the Lord: and they anointed 
David king over Israel. 

12 David was thirty years 
old when he began to reign, 
and he reigned forty yeara 
In Hebron he reigned over 
Judah seven years and six 
months : and in Jerusalem he 
reigned thirty and three years 
over all Israel and Judah. 



2. 

1 And Hiram king of Tyre 
sent messengers to David, and 
cedar trees, and carpenters, 
and masons: and they built 
David a house. And David 
perceived that the Lord had 
established him king over 
Israel, and that he had exalted 
his kingdom for his people 
Israel's sake. 

2 And it came to pass, when 
the king sat in his house, and 
the Lord had given him rest 
round about from all his 
enemies; that the king said 
unto Nathan the prophet. See 
now, I dwell in a house of 
cedar, but the ark of God 
dwelleth within curtains. 

3 And Nathan said to the 
king. Go, do all that is in 
thy heart; for the Lord is 
with thee. 

4 And it came to pass that 
night, that the word of the 
Lord came unto Nathan, say- 
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ing, Go and tell my servant 
David, Thus saith the Lord, 
Shalt thou build me a house 
for me to dwell in ] Whereas 
I have not dwelt in anj house 
since the time that I brought 
up the children of Israel out 
of Egypt, even to this day, 
but have walked in a tent and 
in a tabernacle. 

5 In all the places wherein 
I have walked with all the 
children of Israel, spake I a 
word with any of the tribes of 
Israel, whom I commanded to 
feed my people Israel, saying. 
Why build ye not me a house 
of cedar 1 

6 Now therefore, so shalt 
thou say unto my servant 
David, Thus saith the Lord of 
hosts, I took thee from the 
sheepcote, from foUowinjg the 
sheep, to be ruler over my 
people, over Israel. And I 
was with thee whithersoever 
thou wentest, and have cut off 
all thine enemies out of thy 
sight, and have made thee a 
great name, like unto the 
name of the great men that 
are in the earth. 

7 Moreover I will appoint a 
place for my people Israel, and 
will plant them, that they may 
dwell in a place of their own, 
and move no more; neither 
shall the children of wicked- 
ness afflict them any more, as 
beforetime. 

8 And when thy days be 
fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep 



with thy fathers, I will set up 
thy seed after thee, and I will 
establish his kingdom. He 
shall build a house for my 
name, and I will establish the 
throne of his kingdom for ever. 
I will be his father, and he 
shall be my son. If he commit 
iniquity, I will chasten him 
witii the rod of men. <vnd with 
the stripes of the children of 
men : but my mercy shall not 
depart away from him, as I 
took it from Saul, whom I put 
away before thee. 

9 And thy house and thy 
kingdom shsdl be established 
for ever before thee : thy throne 
shall be established for ever. 
According to all these words, 
and according to all this vision, 
so did Nathan speak unto 
David. 



3. 

1 [But a great trouble came 
to David after this. His son 
Absalom, in revenge for an 
injury done to his sister, killed 
his brother Amnon, and then 
went away for three years to a 
distant place: but David longed 
to be reconciled to Absalom : 
and Joab, "who perceived that 
the king's heart was toward 
Absalom," procured the return 
of Absalom to Jerusalem : but 
he was there for two years be- 
fore he was allowed to see the 
king. After that, he was fully 
reconciled to David. But 
Absalom was ambitious and 
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restless, and conspired against 
his father, and plotted to get 
the kingdom for himself.] And 
it came to pass after this, that 
Absalom prepared him chariots 
and horses, and fifty men to 
riin before him. 

2 And Absalom rose up 
early, and stood beside the 
way of the gate : and it was 
so, that when any man that 
had a controversy came to the 
king for judgment, then Ab- 
salom called unto him, and 
said, Of what city art thou? 
and he said, Thy servant ia 
of one of the tribes of Israel. 
And Absalom said unto him, 
See, thy matters are good and 
right ; but there is no man de- 
puted of the king to hear thee. 

3 Absalom said moreover. 
Oh that I were made judge in 
the land, that every man w)iich 
hath any suit or cause might 
come unto me, and I would do 
him justice ! 

4 And it was so, that when 
any man came nigh to him to 
do him ol?eisance, he put forth 
his hand, and took him, and 
kissed him. And on this 
manner did Absalom to all 
Israel that came to the king 
for judgment : so Absalom 
stole the hearts of the men of 

IsraeL 

5 And it came to pass after 
forty years, that Absalom said 
unto the king, I pray thee, let 
me go and pay my vow, which 
I have vowed unto the Lord, 



in Hebron. For thy servant 
vowed a vow while I abode at 
Geshur in Syria, saying, If 
the Lord shall bring me again 
indeed to Jerusalem, then I 
will serve the Lord : and the 
king said unto him, Gro in 
peace. So he arose, and went 
to Hebron. 

6 But Absalom sent spies 
throughout all the tribes of 
Israel, saying, As soon as ye 
hear the sound of the trumpet, 
then ye shall say, Absalom 
reigneth in Hebron. 

7 And with Absalom went 
two hundred men out of Jeru- 
salem, that were called; and 
they went in their simplicity, 
and they knew not any thing. 

8 And Absalom sent for 
Ahithophel the Gilonite, 
David's counsellor, from his 
city, even from Giloh, while 
he offered sacrifices. And the 
conspiracy was strong ; for the 
people increased continually 
with Absalom. 

9 And there came a mes- 
senger to David, saying, The 
hearts of the men of Israel are 
after Absalom. And David 
said unto all his servants that 
were with him at Jerusalem, 
Arise, and let us flee; for we 
shall not else escape from 
Absalom : make speed to de- 
part, lest he overtake us sud- 
denly, and bring evil upon us, 
and smite the city with the 
edge of the sword. 

10 And the king's servants 
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said unto the king, Behold, 
thy servants are ready to do 
whatsoever my lord the king 
shall appoint. And the king 
went forth, and all his house- 
hold after him, and tarried in 
a place that was far off; and 
Absalom came into Jerusalem. 
11 [David then fled still 
farther away, beyond Jordan ; 
and Absalom and the men of 
Israel pursued him.] 



1 And David numbered the 
people that were with him, 
and set captains of thousands 
and captains of hundreds over 
them : and David sent forth 
a third part of the people under 
the hand of Joab, and d, third 
part under the hand of Abishai 
the son of Zeruiah, Joab's 
brother, and a third part under 
the hand of Ittai the Gittite ; 
and the king said unto the 
people, I will surely go forth 
with you myself also. 

2 But the people answered. 
Thou shalt not go forth : for if 
we flee away, they will not 
care for us ; neither if half of 
us die, will they care for us : 
but now thou art worth ten 
thousand of us : therefore now 
it is better that .thou succour 
us out of the city. 

3 And the king said unto 
them. What seemeth you best 
I will do. And the king stood 
by the gate side, and all the 



people came out by hundreds 
and by thousands. 

4 And the king command- 
ed Joab and Abishai and Ittai, 
saying, Deal gently for my sake 
with the young man, even with 
Absalom. And all the people 
heard when the king gave all 
the captains charge concerning 
Absalom. 

5 So the people went out 
into the field against Israel : 
and the battle was in the wood 
of Ephraim ; where the people 
of Israel were slain before the 
servants of David, and there 
was there a great slaughter 
that day of twenty thousand 
men. 

6 And Absalom met the 
servants of David : and Ab- 
salom rode upon a mule, and 
the mule went under the thick 
boughs of a great oak, and his 
head caught hold of the oak, 
and he was taken up between 
the heavens and the earth; 
and the mule that was under 
him went away. 

7 And a certain man saw 
it, and told Joab, and said. 
Behold, I saw Absalom hanged 
in an oak : and Joab said 
unto the man that told him, 
And, behold, thou sawest him, 
and why didst thou not smite 
him there to the ground 1 and 
I would have given thee ten 
shekels of silver and a girdle. 

8 And the man said unto 
Joab, Though I should receive 
a thousand shekels of silver in 
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my hand, yet woald I not 
put forth my hand against 
the king's son: for in our 
hearing the king charged thee 
and Abishai and Ittai, saying, 
Beware that none touch the 
young man Absalom. Other- 
wise I should have wrought 
falsehood against mine own 
life : for there is no matter hid 
from the king, and thou thy- 
self wouldest have set thyself 
against me. 

9 Then said Joab, I may 
not tarry thus with thee. And 
he took three darts in hb hand, 
and thrust them through the 
heart of Absalom, while he 
was yet alive in the midst of 
the oak ; and ten young men 
that bare Joab's armour com- 
passed about and smote Absa- 
lom, and slew him. 

10 And Joab blew the 
trumpet, and the people re- 
turned from pursuing after 
Israel : for Joab held back the 
people. And they took Absa- 
lom, and cast him into a great 
pit in the wood, and laid a 
very great heap of stones upon 
him : and all Israel fled every 
one to his tent. 

11 Then said Ahimaaz the 
son of Zadok, Let me now run, 
and bear the king tidings, how 
that the Lord hath avenged 
him of his enemies : and Joab 
said unto him. Thou shalt not 
bear tidings this day, but thou 
shalt bear tidings another day : 
but this day thou shalt bear 



no tidings, because the king*i» 
son is dead. 

12 Then said Joab to Cushi, 
Go tell the king what thou 
hast seen ; and Cushi bowed 
himself unto Joab, and ran. 
Then said Ahimaaz the son of 
Zadok yet again to Joab, But 
howsoever, let me, I pray thee, 
also run after Cushi ; and 
Joab said, Wherefore wilt thou 
run, my son, seeing that thou 
hast no tidings ready 1 But 
howsoever, said he, let me run ; 
and he said unto him, Kiin. 
Then Ahimaaz ran by the 
way of the plain, and overran 
Cushi. 

13 And David sat between 
the two gates : and the watch- 
man went up to the roof over 
the gate unto the wall, and 
lifted up his eyes, and looked, 
and behold a man running 
alone. 

1 4 And the watchman cried, 
and told the king; and the 
king said. If he be alone, there 
is tidings in his mouth : and 
he came apace, and drew near. 

15 And the watchman saw 
another man running : and the 
watchman called unto the por- 
ter, and said. Behold another 
man running alone. And the 
king said. He also bringeth 
tidings. 

1 6 And the watchman said, 
Me thinketh the running of 
the foremost is like the run- 
ning of Ahimaaz the son of 
Zadok ; and the king said. 
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He is a good man, and cometh 
with good tidings. 

17 And Ahimaaz called, 
and said unto the king, All .is 
well. And he fell down to 
the earth upon his face before 
the king, and said. Blessed be 
the Lord thy God, which hath 
delivered up the men that 
lifted up their hand against 
my lord the king. 

18 And the king said. Is the 
young man Absalom safe 1 
And Ahimaaz answered, When 
Joab sent the king's servant, 
and me thy servant, I saw a 
great tumult, but I knew not 
what it was. And the king 
said unto him, Turn aside, and 
stand here ; and lie turned 
aside, and stood still. 

19 And, behold, Cushicame; 
and Cushi said. Tidings, my 
lord the king : for the Lord 
bath avenged thee this day of 
all them that rose up against 
thee. And the king said unto 
Cushi, Is the young man Ab- 
salom safe? And Cushi an- 
swered. The enemies of my 
lord the king, and all that rise 
against thee to do thee hurt, 
be as that young man is. 

20 And the king was much 
moved, and went up to the 
chamber over the gate, and 
wept: and as he went, thus he 
said, O my son Absalom, my 
son, my son Absalom ! would 
God I had died for thee, O 
Absalom, my son, my son ! 

21 And it was told Joab, 

8 



Behold the king weepeth and 
mourneth for Absalom. And 
the victory that day was 
turned into mourning unto all 
the people : for the people 
heard say that day how the 
king was grieved for his son. 
And the people gat them by 
stealth that day into the city, 
as people being ashamed steal 
away when they flee in battle. 

22 But the king covered his 
face, and the king cried with a 
loud voice, O my son Absalom, 
O Absalom, my son, my son ! 

23 And Joab came into the 
house to the king, and said, 
Thou hast shamed this day 
the faces of all thy servants, 
which this day have saved thy 
life, and the lives of thy sons 
and of thy daughters, and the 
lives of thy wives, and the 
lives of thv concubines : in 
that thou lovest thine enemies, 
and hatest thy friends. For 
thou hast declared this day, 
that thou regardest neither 
princes nor servants : for this 
day I perceive, that if Absalom 
had lived, and all we had died 
this day, then it had pleased 
thee well. 

24 Now therefore arise, go 
forth, and speak comfortably 
unto thy servants : for I swear 
by the Lord, if thou go not 
forth, there will not tarry one 
with thee this night : and that 
will be worse unto thee than 
all the evil that befell thee 
from thy youth until now. 
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25 Then the king arose, 
and sat in the gate. And they 
told unto all the people, say- 
ing, Behold, the king doth sit 
in the gate. And all the people 
came before the king: for Israel 
had fled every man to his tent. 

26 And all the people were 
at strife throughout all the 
tribes of Israel, saying, The 
king saved us out of the hand 
of our enemies, and he deliv- 
ered us out of the hand of the 
Philistines; and now he is 
fled out of the land for Absa- 
lom : and Absalom, whom we 
anointed over. us, is dead in 
battle. Now therefore why 
speak ye not a word of bring- 
ing the king back ? 

27 And king David sent 
to Zadok and to Abiathar the 
priests, saying, Speak unto the 
elders of Judab, saying. Why 
are ye the last to bring the 
king back to his house? seeing 
the speech of all Israel is come 
to the king, even to his house. 
Ye are my brethren, ye are 
my bones and my flesh : where- 
fore then are ye the last to 
bring back the king ? 

28 And say ye to Amasa, 
Art thou not of my bone, and 
of my flesh ) God do so to me, 
and more also, if thou be not 
captain of the host before me 



continually in the room of 
Joab. And he bowed the 
heart of all the men of Judah, 
even as the heart of one man ; 
so that they sent this word 
unto the king, Ketum thou, 
and all thy servants. 

29 So the king returned, 
and came to Jordan : and 
Judah came to Gilgal, to go 
to meet the king, to conduct 
the king over Jordan. 

30 And Shimei the son of 
Gera, a Benjamite, which was 
of Bahurim, hasted and came 
down with the men of Judah 
to meet king David. 

31 And, behold, all the 
men of Israel came to the king, 
and said unto the king, Why 
have our brethren the men of 
Judah stolen thee away, and 
have brought the king, and 
his household, and all David's 
men with him, over Jordan ? 

32 And all the men of 
Judah answered the men of 
Israel, Because the king is 
near of kin to us : wherefore 
then be ye angry for this 
matter) have we eaten at all 
of the king's cost ) or hath he 
given us any gift ] 

33 And the men of Israel 
answered the men of Judah, 
and said, We have ten parts 
in the king,^ and we have also 



^ " Israel " numbered ten tribes to Judah's two, reckoning the tribe 
of Simeon as belonging to it. The jealousy between the two factions 
culminated in the reisn of Rehoboam, about 60 years after this, when 
the ten tribes revolted, and set up a king of their own. For 250 years 
the rival kingdoms harassed one another, and, in the end, the kingdom 
of Israel was destroyed for ever by the Assyrians. 
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more right in David than ye : 
why then did ye despise us, 
that our advice should not be 
first had in bringing back our 
king 1 And the words of the 
men of Judah were fiercer than 
the words of the men of Israel. 
34 And there happened to 
be there a man of Belial, whose 
name was Sheba, the son of 
Bichri, a Benjamite : and he 



blew a trumpet, and said, We 
have no part in David, neither 
have we inheritance in the son 
of Jesse: every man to his 
tents, O Israel. So every 
man of Israel went up from 
after David, and followed 
Sheba the son of Bichri : but 
the men of Judah clave unto 
their king, from Jordan even 
to Jerusalem. 



THE FIRST BOOK OF THE KINGS. 

After the Judges and Samuel, kings reigned over Israel and Judah. 
The two Books of the Kings tell how it fared with the people for a 
period of about 450 years, from the time of David to the time of 
Zedekiah and Jehoiachin. 



1. 

1 Now king David was old 
and stricken in years. 

2 Then Adonijah, the son 
of Haggith, exalted himself, 
saying, I will be king : and he 
prepared him chariots and 
horsemen, and fifty men to run 
before him. 

3 And Bath-sheba went in 
unto the king into the cham- 
ber : and the king was very 
old; and Bath-sheba bowed^ 
and did obeisance unto the 
king. And the king said. 
What wouldest thou 1 

4 And she said unto him, 
My lord, thou swarest by the 
Lord thy God unto thy hand- 
maid, saying. Assuredly Solo- 
mon thy son shall reign after 
me, and he shall sit u[)on my 
throne. And now, behold. 



Adonijah reigneth ; and now, 
my lord the king, thou knowest 
it not : and he hath slain oxen 
and fat cattle and sheep in 
abundance, and hath called all 
the sons of the king, and Abi- 
athar the priest, and Joab the 
captain of the host : but Solo- 
mon thy servant hath he not 
called. 

5 And thou, my lord, O 
king, the eyes of all Israel are 
upon thee, that thou shouldest 
tell them who shall sit on the 
throne of my lord the king 
after him. 'Otherwise it shall 
come to pass, when my lord 
the king shall sleep with his 
fathers, that I and my son 
Solomon shall be counted of- 
fenders. 

6 And the king said, As 
the Lord liveth, that hath 



( 108 ) 



redeemed my soul out of all 
distress, even as I sware unto 
thee by the Lord G-od of Israel, 
saying, Assuredly Solomon thy 
son shall reign after me, and 
he shall sit upon my throne in 
my stead, even so will I cer- 
tainly do this day. 

7 Then Bath-sheba bowed 
with her face to the earth, and 
did reverence to the king, and 
said. Let my lord king David 
live for ever. And king David 
said. Call me Zadok the priest, 
and Nathan the prophet, and 
Benaiah the son of Jehoiada. 
And they came before the king. 

8 The king also said unto 
them. Take with you the ser- 
vants of your lord, and cause 
Solomon my son to ride upon 
mine own mule, and bring him 
down to Gihon : and let Zadok 
the priest and Nathan the 
prophet anoint him there king 
over Israel : and blow ye with 
the trumpet, and say, God save 
king Solomon. Then ye shall 
come up after him, that he 
may come and sit upon my 
throne; for he shall be king 
in my stead : and I have ap- 
pointed him to be ruler over 
Israel and over Judah. 

9 And Benaiah the son of 
Jehoiada answered the king, 
and said. Amen: the Lord 
God of my lord the king say 
so too. As the Lord hath 
been with my lord the king, 
even so be he with Solomon, 
and make his throne greater 



than the throne of my lord 
king David. 

10 So Zadok the priest, and 
Nathan the prophet, and Ben- 
aiah the son of Jehoiada, and 
the Cherethites, and the Pele- 
thites, went down and caused 
Solomon to ride upon king 
David's mule, and brought him 
to Gihon. And Zadok the priest 
took a horn of oil out of the 
tabernacle, and anointed Solo- 
mon. And they blew the trum- 
pet; and all the people said, 
God save king Solomon. 

1 1 And Adonijah feared be- 
cause of Solomon, and arose, 
and went, and caught hold on 
the horns of the altar. And it 
was told Solomon, saying. Be- 
hold, Adonijah feareth king 
Solomon: for,lo,he hath caught 
hold on the horns of the altar, 
saying. Let king Solomon swear 
unto me to-day that he will not 
slayhis servant with the sword. 

12 And Solomon said. If he 
will shew himself a worthy 
man, there will not a hair of 
him fall to the earth ; but if 
wickedness shall be found in 
him, he shall die. 

13 So king Solomon sent, 
and they brought him down 
from the altar. And he came 
and bowed himself to king 
Solomon ; and Solomon said 
unto him. Go to thy house. 



2. 

1 Now the days of David 
drew nigh that he should die : 
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and hecharged Solomon his son, 
saying, I go the way of all the 
earth : be thou strong there- 
fore, and shew thyself a man ; 
and keep the charge of the 
Lord thy God, to walk in his 
ways, to keep his statutes, and 
his commandments, and his 
judgments, and his testimonies, 
as it is written in the law of 
Moses, that thou mayest pros- 
per in all that thou doest, and 
whithersoever thou turnest 
thyself: that the Lord may 
continue his word which he 
spake concerning me, saying, 
If thy children take heed to 
their way, to walk before me 
in truth, with all their heart 
and with all their soul, there 
shall not fail thee (said he) a 
a man on the throne of Israel. 

2 So David slept with his 
fathers, and was buried in the 
city of David. And the days 
that David reigned over Israel 
were forty years ; seven years 
reigned he in Hebron, and 
thirty and three years reigned 
he in Jerusalem. 

3 Then sat Solomon upon 
the throne of David his father; 
and his kingdom was estab- 
lished greatly. And Solomon 
made affinity with Pharaoh 
king of Egypt, and took Pha- 
raoh's daughter, and brought 
her into the city of David, un- 
til he had made an end of 
building his own house, and 
the house of the Lord, and the 
wall of Jerusalem round about: 



only the people sacrificed in 
high places, because there was 
no house built unto the name 
of the Lord, until those days. 

4 And Solomon loved the 
Lord, walking in the statutes 
of David his father ; only he 
sacrificed and burnt incense in 
high places. 

5 And the king went to 
Cribeon to sacrifice there : for 
that was the great high place : 
a thousand burnt ofierings did 
Solomon ofier upon that altar. 

6 In Gibeon the Lord ap- 
peared to Solomon in a dream 
by night : and God said. Ask 
what I shall give thea And 
Solomon said. Thou hast 
shewed unto thy servant David 
my father great mercy, accord- 
ing as he walked before thee ; 
and thou hast kept for him 
this great kindness, that thou 
hast given him a son to sit on 
his throne, as it is this day. 

7 And now, O Lord my God, 
thou hast made thy servant 
king instead of David my 
father : and I am but a little 
child : I know not how to go 
out or come in. And thy ser- 
vant is in the midst of thy 
people which thou hast chosen, 
a great people that cannot be 
numbered nor counted for mul- 
titude. Give therefore thy ser- 
vant an understanding heart 
to judge thy people, that I may 
discern between good and bad : 
for who is able to judge this 
thy so great a people ) 
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8 And the speech pleased 
the Lord, that Solomon had 
asked this thing. And God 
said unto him, Because thou 
bast asked this thing, and hast 
not asked for thyself long life; 
neither hast asked riches for 
thyself, nor hast asked the life 
of thine enemies, but hast 
asked for thyself understand- 
ing to discern judgment, be- 
hold, I have done according to 
thy words : lo, I have given 
thee a wise and an understand- 
ing heart ; so that there was 
none like thee before thee, 
neither after thee shall any 
arise like unto thee. 

9 And I have also given 
thee that which thou hast not 
asked, both riches and honour: 
so that there shall not be any 
among the kings like unto thee 
all thy days. And if thou wilt 
walk in my ways, to keep my 
Htatutes and my command- 
ments, as thy father David did 
walk, then I will lengthen thy 
days. 

10 And Solomon awoke ; 
and, behold, it was a dream. 
And he came to Jerusalem, 
and stood before the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord, and of- 
fered up burnt offerings, and of- 
fered peace offerings, and made 
a feast to all his servants. 

11 And God gave Solomon 
wisdom and understanding ex- 
ceeding much, and largeness of 
heart, even as the sand that is 
on the sea shore. And Solo- 



mon's wisdom excelled the 
wisdom of all the chUdren of 
the east country, and all the 
wisdom of Egypt ; for he was 
wiser than all men ; and his 
fame was in all nations round 
about. 

12 And he spake three 
thousand proverbs : and his 
songs were a thousand and fiva 
And he spake of trees, from 
the cedar tree that is in Leb- 
anon even unto the hyssop 
that springeth out of the wall: 
he spake also of beasts, and of 
fowl, and of creeping things, 
and of fishes. And there came 
of all people to hear the wis- 
dom of Solomon, from all kings 
of the earth, which had heard 
of his wisdom. 



3. 

1 And Hiram king of Tyre 
sent his servants unto Solo- 
mon; for he had heard that 
they had anointed him king 
in the room of his father : for 
Hira];n was ever a lover of 
David. 

2 And Solomon sent to Hir- 
am, saying. Thou knowest how 
that David my father could not 
build a house unto the name of 
the Lord his G^d for the wars 
which were about him on every 
side, until the Lord put them 
under the soles of his feet. 

3 But now the Lord my God 
hath given me rest on every 
side, so that there is neither 
adversary nor evil occurrent. 
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And, behold, I purpose to 
build a house unto the name 
of the Lord my God, as the 
Lord spake unto David my 
father, saying, Thy son, whom 
I will set upon thy throne in 
thy room, he shall build a 
house unto my name. 

4r Now therefore command 
thou that they hew me cedar 
trees out of Lebanon ; and my 
servants shall be with thy ser- 
vants : and unto thee 'will I 
give hire for thy servants ac- 
cording to all that thou shalt 
appoint : for thou knowest that 
there is not among us any that 
can skill to hew timber like 
unto the Sidonians. 

5 And it came to pass, when 
Hiram heard the words of So- 
lomon, that he rejoiced greatly, 
and said. Blessed be the Lord 
this day, which hath given 
unto David a wise son over 
this great people. 
^ 6 And Hiram sent to Solo- 
mon, saying, I have considered 
the things which thou sentest 
to me for: and I will do all 
thy desire concerning timber 
of cedar, and concerning tim- 
ber of fir. My servants shall 
bring them down from Leb- 
nnon unto the sea : and I 
will convey them by sea in 
floats unto the place that thou 
shalt appoint me, and will 
cause them to be discharged 
there, and thou shalt receive 
them: and thou shalt accom- 
plish my desire in giving food 



for my household. So Hiram 
gave Solomon cedar trees and 
fir trees according to all his 
desires. And ^Solomon gave 
Hiram twenty thousand mea- 
sures of wheat for food to his 
household, and twenty mea- 
sures of pure oil; thus gave So- 
lomon to Hiram year by year. 

7 And the Lord gave Solo- 
mon wisdom as he promised 
him : and there was peace be- 
tween Hiram and Solomon; 
and they two made a league 
together. 

8 And king Solomon raised 
a levy out of all Israel ; and 
the levy was thirty thousand 
men. And he sent them to 
Lebanon, ten thousand a month 
by courses : a month they were 
in Lebanon, and two months at 
home; and Adoniram was over 
the levy. 

9 And Solomon had three- 
score and ten thousand that 
bare burdens, and fourscore 
thousand hewers in the moun- 
tains; beside the chief of 
Solomon's officers which were 
over the work, three thousand 
and three hundred, which 
ruled over the people that 
wrought in the work. 

10 And the king command- 
ed, and they brought great 
stones, costly stones, and hewed 
stones, to lay the foundation 
of the house. And Solomon's 
builders and Hiram's builders 
did hew them, and the stone- 
squarers: so they prepared 
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timber and stones to build the 
house. 

1 1 In the fourth year was 
the foundation of the house of 
the Lord laid, in the month 
Zif : and in the eleventh year, 
in the month Bui, which is 
the eighth month, was the 
house finished throughout all 
the parts thereof, and accord- 
ing to all the fashion of it. 
So was he seven years in 
building it. 

12 Then Solomon assembled 
the elders of Israel, and all the 
heads of the tribes, the chief 
of the fathers of the children 
of Israel, unto king Solomon 
in Jerusalem, that they might 
bring up the ark of the cove- 
nant of the Lord out of the 
city of David, which is Zion. 

1 3 And all the men of Israel 
assembled themselves unto 
king Solomon at the feast in 
the month Ethanim, which is 
the seventh month. And all 
the elders of Israel came, and 
the priests took up the ark. 
And they brought up the ark 
of the Lord, and the tabernacle 
of the congregation, and all the 
holy vessels that were in the 
tabernacle, even those did the 
priests and theLevitesbringup. 

14. And king Solomon, and 
all the congregation of Israel, 
that were assembled unto him, 



were with him before the ark, 
sacrificing sheep and oxen, 
that could not be told nor num- 
bered for multitude. 

15 And the priests brought 
in the ark of the covenant of 
the Lord unto his place, into 
the oracle of the house,^ to the 
most holy place, even under 
the wings of the cherubim. 
For the cherubim spread forth 
their two wings over the place 
of the ark, and the cherubim 
covered the ark and the staves 
thereof above. 

16 And they drew out the 
staves, that the ends of the 
staves were seen out in the 
holy place before the oracle, 
and they were not seen with- 
out : and there they are unto 
this day. 

17 There was nothing in 
the ark save the two tables of 
stone, which Moses put there 
at Horeb, when the Lord made 
a covenant with the children 
of Israel, when they came out 
of the land of Egypt. 

18 And it came to pass, 
when the priests were come 
out of the holy place, that the 
cloud filled the house of the 
Lord, so that the priests could 
not stand to minister because 
of the cloud : for the glory of 
the Lord had filled the house 
of the Lord. 



^ '*The oracle of the house" was the place that was regarded as 
specially sacred. In it was placed the ark, and it Tvas believed that 
from it would proceed the law or will of God, through the priests. 
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19 And it came to pass, 
when Solomon had finished 
the building of the house of 
the Lord, and the king's house, 
and all Solomon's desire which 
he was pleased to do, that the 
Lord appeared to Solomon the 
second time, as he had ap- 
peared unto him at G-ideon. 

20 And the Lord said unto 
him, I have heard thy prayer 
and thy supplication, that thou 
hast made before me : I have 
hallowed this house, which 
thou hast built, to put my 
name there for ever; and mine 
eyes and my heart shall be 
there perpetually. 

21 And if thou wilt walk 
before me, as David thy father 
walked, in integrity of heart, 
and in uprightness, to do 
according to all that I have 
commanded thee, and wilt keep 
my statutes and my judg- 
ments, then I will establish 
the throne of thy kingdom 
upon Israel for ever, as I pro- 
mised " to David thy father, 
saying, There shall not fail 
thee a man upon the throne of 
Israel. 

22 But if ye shall at all 
turn from following me, ye or 
your children, and will not 
keep my commandments and 
my statutes which I have set 
before you, but go and serve 
other gods, and worship them, 
then will I cut off Israel out 



of the land which I have given 
them; and this house, which I 
have hallowed for my name, 
will I cast out of my sight; 
and Israel shall be a proverb 
and a byword among all peopla 
23 And at this house, which 
is high,^ every one that pass- 
eth by it shall be astonished, 
and shall hiss ; and they shall 
say, Why hath the Lord done 
thus unto this land, and to 
this house) And they shall 
answer. Because they forsook 
the Lord their God, who 
brought forth their fathers out 
of the land of Egypt, and have 
taken hold upon other gods, 
and have worshipped them, 
and served them : therefore 
hath the Lord brought upon 
them all this evil. 



4. 

1 It came to pass, when 
Solomon was old, that his 
wives turned away his heart 
after other gods : and his heart 
was not perfect with the Lord 
his God, as was the heart of 
David his father. For Solo- 
mon went after Ashtoruth the 
goddess of the Zidonians, and 
after Milcom, the abomination 
of the Ammonites. And Solo^ 
mon did evil in the sight of 
the Lord, and went not fully 
after the Lord, as did David 
his father. 

2 Then did Solomon build 



^ Or exalted, famous. 
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a high place for Chemosh, 
the abomination of Moab, in 
the hill that is before Jerusa- 
lem, and for Molech, the 
abomination of the children of 
Ammon. And likewise did 
he for all his strange wives, 
which burnt incense and sacri- 
ficed unto their gods. 

3 And the Lord was angry 
with Solomon, because his 
heart was turned from the 
Lord God of Israel, which had 
appeared unto him twice, and 
had commanded him concern- 
ing this thing, that he should 
not go after other gods : but 
he kept not that which the 
Lord commanded. 

4 Wherefore the Lord said 
unto Solomon, Forasmuch as 
this is done of thee, and thou 
hast not kept my covenant and 
my statutes, which I have com- 
manded thee,- I will surely 
rend the kingdom from thee, 
and will give it to thy servant. 

5 Notwithstanding in thy 
days I will not do it for David 
thy father's sake : but I will 
rend it out of the hand of thy 
son. Howbeit I will not rend 
away all the kingdom ; but 
will give one tribe to thy son 
for David my servant's sake, 
and for Jerusalem's sake which 
I have chosen. 

6 And the Lord stirred up 
an adversary unto Solomon, 
Hadad the Edomite. 

7 And God stirred him up 
another adversary, Rezon the 



son of Eliadah, which fled 
from his lord Hadadezer king 
of Zobah : and he gathered 
men unto him, and became 
captain over a band, when 
David slew them of Zobah : 
and they went to Damascus, 
and dwelt therein, and reigned 
in Damascus. And he was 
an adversary to Israel all the 
days of Solomon, beside the 
mischief that Hadad did : and 
he abhorred Israel, and reigned 
over Syria^ 

8 And Jeroboam the son of 
Nebat, an Ephrathite of Ze- 
reda, Solomon's servant, whose 
mother's name was Zeruah, a 
widow woman, even he lifted 
up his hand against the king. 

9 And the man Jeroboam 
was a mighty man of valour : 
and Solomon seeing the young 
man that he was industrious^ 
he made him ruler over all the 
charge of the house of Joseph. 

10 And it came to pass at 
that time when Jeroboam went 
out of Jerusalem, that the 
prophet Ahijah the Shilonite 
found him in the way; and he 
had clad himself with a new 
garment ; and they two were 
alone in the field : and Ahijah 
caught the new garment that 
was on him, and rent it in 
twelve pieces : 

1 1 And he said to Jeroboam, 
Take thee ten pieces: for thua 
saith the Lord, the God of 
Israel, Behold, I will rend the 
kingdom out of the hand of 
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Solomon, and will give ten 
tribes to thee: (but he shall 
liave one tribe for my servant 
David's sake, and for Jerusa- 
lem's sake, the city which I 
have chosen out of all the 
tribes of Israel:) because that 
they have forsaken me, and 
have worshipped Ashtoreth the 
goddess of the Zidonians, Che- 
mosh the god of the Moabites, 
and Milcom the god of the 
children of Ammon, and have 
not walked in my ways, to do 
that which is right in mine 
eyes, and to keep my statutes 
and my judgments, as did 
David his father. 

12 Howbeit I will not take 
the whole kingdom out of his 
hand: but I will make him 
prince all the days of his life 
for David my servant's sake, 
whom I chose, because he kept 
my commandments and my 
Ktatutes : but I will take the 
kingdom out of his son's hand, 
and will give it unto thee, 
even ten tribes. 

13 And unto his son will I 
give one tribe, that David my 
servant may have a light alway 
before me in Jerusalem, the 
city which I have chosen me 
to put my name there. And 
I will take thee, and thou 
shalt reign according to all 
that thy soul desireth, and 
shalt be king over Israel. 

14 And it shall be, if thou 
wilt hearken unto all that I 
command thee, and wilt walk 



in my ways, and do that is 
right in my sight, to keep my 
statutes and my command- 
ments, as David my servant 
did ; jihat I will be with thee, 
and build thee a sure house, 
as I built for David, and will 
give Israel unto thee. And I 
will for this afflict the seed of 
David, but not for ever. 

15 Solomon sought there- 
fore to kill Jeroboam. And 
Jeroboam arose, and fled into 
Egypt, unto Shishak king of 
Egypt, and was in Egypt until 
the death of Solomon. 

16 And the rest of the acts 
of Solomon, and all that he 
did, and his wisdom, are they 
not written in the book of the 
acts of Solomon ) 

17 And the time that Solo- 
mon reigned in Jerusalem over 
all Israel was forty years. 
And Solomon slept with his 
fathers, and was buried in the 
city of David his father : and 
Behoboam his son reigned in 
his stead. 



5. 

1 And Rehoboam went to 
Shechem : for all Israel were 
come to Shechem to make him 
king. 

2 And it came to pass, when 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 
who was yet in Egypt, heard 
of it, (for he was fled from the 
presence of king Solomon, ''and 
Jeroboam dwelt in Egypt;) 
that they sent and called him. 
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And Jeroboam and all the 
congregation of Israel came, 
and spake unto Kehoboam, 
saying, Thy father made our 
yoke grievous : now therefore 
make thou the grievous service 
of thy father, and his heavy 
yoke which he put upon us, 
lighter, and we will serve thee. 

3 And he said unto them, 
Depart yet for three days, then 
come again to me. And the 
people departed. 

4 And king Kehoboam con- 
sulted with the old men, that 
stood before Solomon his father 
while he yet lived, and said, 
How do ye advise that I may 
answer this people ? And they 
spake unto him, saying. If thou 
wilt be a servant unto this 
people this day, and wilt serve 
them, and answer them, and 
speak good words to them, 
then they will be thy servants 
for ever. 

5 But he forsook the counsel 
of the old men, which they 
had given him, and consulted 
with the young men that were 
grown up with him, and which 
stood before him : and he said 
unto them. What counsel give 
ye that we may answer this 
people, who have spoken to 
me, saying. Make the yoke 
which thy father did put upon 
us lighter ) 



6 And the young men that 
were grown up with him spake 
unto him, saying, Thus shalt 
thou speak unto this people 
that spake unto thee, saying, 
Thy father made our yoke 
heavy, but make thou it lighter 
unto us ; thus shalt thou say 
unto them. My little finger 
shall be thicker than my father's 
loins. And now whereas my 
father did lade you with a 
heavy yoke, I will add to your 
yoke : my father hath chastised 
you with whips, but I will 
chastise you with scorpions. 

7 So Jeroboam and all the 
people came to Kehoboam the 
third day, as the king had ap- 
pointed, saying, Come to me 
again the third day. And the 
king answered the people 
roughly, and forsook the old 
men's counsel that they gave 
him : and spake to them after 
the counsel of the young men, 
saying, My father made your 
yoke heavy, and I will add to 
your yoke : my father also chas- 
tised you with whips, but I will 
chastise you with scorpions. 

8 Wherefore the king heark- 
ened not unto the people ; for 
the cause was from the Lord,^ 
that he might perform his say- 
ing, which the Lord spake by 
Ahijah the Shilonite unto 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat. 



^ An instance very similar to that of the recorded hardening of 
Pharaoh*s heart by God. It may have been possible for a Hebrew his- 
torian to believe that God deliberately led on a man to his hurt or ruin, 
but it is not possible for us. 
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9 So when all Israel saw 
that the king hearkened not 
unto them, the people answered 
the king, saying, What portion 
have we in David] neither 
have we inheritance in the son 
of Jesse: to your tents, O 
Israel : now see to thine own 
house, David. So Israel de- 
parted unto their tents. But 
as for the children of Israel 
which dwelt in the cities of 
Judah, Hehoboam I'eigned over 
them. 

10 Then king Rehoboam 
sent Adoram, who was over 
the tribute; and all Israel 
stoned him with stones, that 
he died. Therefore king Reho- 
boam made speed to get him 
up to his chariot, to flee to 
Jerusalem. So Israel rebelled 
against the house of David 
unto this day. 

11 And it came to pass, 
when all Israel heard that 
Jeroboam was come again, 
that they sent and called him 
unto the congregation, and 
made him king over all Israel : 
there was none that followed 
the house of David, but the 
tribe of Judah only. And the 
days which Jeroboam reigned 
were two and twenty years : 
and he slept with his fathers, 
and Nadab his son reigned in 
his stead. 

12 And Rehoboam the son 
of Solomon reigned in Judah. 
Rehoboam was forty and one 
years old when he began to 



reign, and he reigned seven- 
teen years in Jerusalem, the 
city which the Lord did choose 
out of all the tribes of Israel, 
to put his name there. 

13 And Judah did evil in 
the sight of the Lord, and they 
provoked him to jealousy with 
their sins which they had com- 
mitted, above all that their 
fathers had done. 

14 And it came to pass in 
the fifth year of king Reho- 
boam, that Shishak king of 
Egypt came up against Jeru- 
salem : and he took away the 
treasures of the house of the 
Lord, and the treasures of the 
king's house; he even took 
away all : and he took away 
all the shields of gold which 
Solomon had made. 

15 And there was war be- 
tween Rehoboam and Jero- 
boam all their days. And 
Rehoboam slept with his 
fathers, and was buried with 
his fathers in the city of David. 
And Abijam his son reigned 
in his stead. 

16 In the thirty and eighth 
year of Asa king of Judah 
began Ahab the son of Omri 
to reign over Israel : and Ahab 
the son of Omri reigned over 
Israel in Samaria twenty and 
two years. And Ahab the 
son of Omri did evil in the 
sight of the Lord above all 
that were before him. 

17 And it came to pass, as 
if it had been a light thing for 
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him to walk in the sins of 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 
that he took to wife Jezebel 
the daughter of Ethbaal king 
of the Zidonians, and went and 
served Baal, and worshipped 
him. And he reared up an 
altar for Baal in the house of 
Baal, which he had built in 
Samaria. And Ahab made a 
grove : and Ahab did more 
to provoke the Lord God of 
Israel to anger than all the 
kings of Israel that were be- 
fore him. 

18 And Elijah the Tishbite, 
who was of the inhabitants of 
Gilead, said unto Ahab, As 
the Lord God of Israel liveth, 
before whom I stand, there 
shall not be dew nor rain these 
years, but according to my 
word. 

19 And the word of the 
Lor(d came unto him, saying, 
Get thee hence, and turn thee 
eastward, and hide thyself by 
the brook Cherith, that is be- 
fore Jordan. And it shall be, 
that thou shalt drink of the 
brook ; and I have commanded 
the ravens to feed thee there. 

20 So he went and did ac- 
cording unto the word of the 
Lord : for he went and dwelt 
by the brook Cherith, that is 
before Jordan. And the ravens 
brought him bread and flesh 
in the morning, and bread and 
flesh in the evening; and he 
drank of the brook. And it 
came to pass after a while, that 



the brook dried up, because 
there had been no rain in the 
land. 

21 And the- word of the 
Lord came unto him, saying, 
Arise, get thee to Zarephatli, 
which belongeth to Zidou, and 
dwell there : behold, I have 
commanded a widow woman 
there to sustain thee. 

22 So he arose and went to 
Zarephath. And when h« 
came to the gate of the city, 
behold, the widow woman was 
there gathering of sticks : and 
he called to her, and said, 
Fetch me, I pray thee, a little 
water in a vessel, that I may 
drink. 

23 And as she was going to 
fetch it, he called to her, and 
said. Bring me, I pray thee, a 
morsel of bread in thy hand. 
And she said. As the Lord thy 
God liveth, I have not a cake, 
but a handful of meal in a 
barrel, and a little oil in a 
cruse : and, behold, I am 
gathering two sticks, that I 
may go in and dress it for me 
and my son, that we may eat 
it, and die. 

24 And Elijah said unto 
her. Fear not : go and do as 
thou hast said : but make me 
thereof a little cake first, and 
bring it unto me, and after 
make for thee and for thy son. 
For thus saith the Lord God 
of Israel, The barrel of meal 
shall not waste, neither shall 
the cruse of oil fail, until the 
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day that the Lord sendeth rain 
upon the earth. 

25 And she went and did 
according to the saying of 
Elijah : and she, and he, and 
her house, did eat many days. 
And the barrel of meal wasted 
not, neither did the cruse of 
oil fail, according to the word 
of the Lord, which he spake 
by Elijah. 



6. 

1 And it came to pass after 
many days, that the word of 
the Lord came to Elijah in 
the third year, saying, Go, 
shew thyself unto Ahab ; and 
I will send rain upon the earth. 
And Elijah went to shew him- 
self unto Ahab. And there 
was a sore famine in Samaria. 

2 And Ahab called Oba- 
diah, which was the governor 
of his house. (Now Obadiah 
feared the Lord greatly : for 
it was so when Jezebel cut off 
the prophets of the Lord, that 
Obadiah took a hundred pro- 
phets, and hid them by fifty 
in a cave, and fed them with 
bread and water.) 

3 And Ahab said unto 
Obadiah, Go into the land, 
unto to all fountains of water, 
and unto all brooks : perad- 
venture we may find grass to 
save the horses and mules 
alive, that we lose not all the 
beasts. So they divided the 
land between them to pass 
throughout it : Ahab went one 



way by himself, and Obadiah 
wenb another way by him- 
self. 

4 And as Obadiah was in 
the way, behold, Elijah met 
him : and he knew him, and 
fell on his face, and said. Art 
thou that my lord Elijah? 
And he answered him, I am : 
go, tell thy lord. Behold, 
Elijah is here. 

5 And he said, What have 
I sinned, that thou wouldest 
deliver thy servant into the 
hand of Ahab, to slay me] 
As the Lord thy God liveth, 
there is no nation nor king- 
dom, whither my lord hath 
not sent to seek thee: and 
when they said, He is not 
there : he took an oath of the 
kingdom and nation, that they 
found thee not. And now 
thou sayest. Go, tell thy lord. 
Behold, Elijah is here. 

6 And it shall come to pass, 
as soon as I am gone from 
thee, that the Spirit of the 
Lord shall carry thee whither 
I know not; and so when I 
come and tell Ahab, and he 
cannot find thee, he shall slay 
me : but I thy servant fear 
the Lord from my youth. 

7 Was it not told my lord 
what 1 did when Jezebel slew 
the prophets of the Lord, how 
I hid a hundred men of the 
Lord's prophets by fifty in a 
cave, and fed them with bread 
and water? And now thou 
sayest, Go, tell thy lord, Be- 
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hold, Elijah is here: and he 
shall slay me. 

8 And Elijah said. As the 
Lord of hosts liveth, before 
whom I stand, I will surely 
shew myself onto him to day. 
So Obadiah went to meet 
Ahab, and told him: and 
Ahab went to meet Elijah. 

9 And it came to pass, 
when Ahab saw Elijah, that 
Ahab said unto him, Art thou 
he that troubleth Israel? And 
be answered, I have not trou- 
bled Israel ; but thou, and thy 
father's house, in that ye have 
forsaken the commandments 
of the Lord, and thou hast 
followed Baalim. 

10 Now therefore send, and 
{gather to me all Israel unto 
mount Carmel, and the pro- 
phets of Baal four hundred 
and fifty, and the prophets of 
the groves four hundred, which 
t^at at Jezebel's table. So 
Ahab sent unto all the chil- 
dren of Israel, and gathered 
the prophets together unto 
mount Carmel. 

11 And Elijah came unto 
all the people, and said, How 
long halt ye between two 
opinions ? if the Lord be God, 
follow him : but if Baal, then 
follow him. And the people 
answered him not a word. 

12 Then said Elijah unto 
the people, I, even I only, re- 
main a prophet of the Lord ; 
but Baal's prophets are four 
hundred and fifty men. Let 



them therefore give us two 
bullocks ; and let them choose 
one bullock for themselves, 
and cut it in pieces, and lay it 
on wood, and put no fire under: 
and I will dress the other 
bullock, and lay it on wood, 
and put no fire under : and 
call ye on the name of your 
gods, and I will call on the 
name of the Lord: and the 
God that answereth by fire, 
let him be €rod. And all the 
people answered and said. It 
is well spoken. 

13 And Elijah said unto 
the prophets of Baal, Choose 
you one bullock for yourselves, 
and dress it first ; for ye are 
many ; and call on the name 
of your gods, but put no fire 
under. 

14 And they took the bul- 
lock which was given them, 
and they dressed it, and called 
on the name of Baal from 
morning even until noon, say- 
ing, O Baal, hear us. But 
there was no voice, nor any 
that answered. And they 
leaped upon the altar which 
was made. 

15 And it came to pass at 
noon, that Elijah mocked 
them, and said. Cry aloud : 
for he is a god ; either he is 
talking, or he is pursuing, or 
he is in a journey, or perad- 
venture he sleepeth, and must 
be awaked. And they cried 
aloud, and cut themselves after 
their manner with knives and 
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lancets, till the blood gashed 
out upon them. 

16 And it came to pass, 
when midday was past, and 
thej prophesied until the time 
of the offering of the evening 
sacrifice, that there was neither 
vpice, nor any to answer, nor 
any that regarded. And Eli- 
jah said unto all the people, 
Oome near unto me. And all 
the people came near unto 
him. And he repaired the 
altar of the Lord that was 
broken down. 

17 And Elijah took twelve 
stones, according to the num- 
ber of the tribes of the sons of 
Jacob, unto whom the word 
of the Lord came, saying, 
Israel shall be thy name : and 
with the stones he built an 
altar in the name of the Lord : 
and he made a trench about 
the altar, as great as would 
contain two measures of seed. 

18 And he put the wood in 
order, and cut the bullock in 
pieces, and laid him on the 
wood, and said, Eill four bar- 
rels with water, and pour it 
on the burnt sacrifice, and on 
the wood. And he said. Do 
it the second time ; and they 
did it the second time. And 
he said, Do it the third time ; 
and they did it the third time ; 
and the water ran about the 
altar ; and he filled the trench 
also with water. 

19 And it came to pass at 
the time of the offering of the 

9 



evening sacrifice, that Elijah 
the prophet came near, and 
said. Lord God of Abraham, 
Isaac, and of Israel, let it be 
known this day that thou art 
God in Israel, and that I am 
thy servant, and that I have 
done all these things at thy 
word. Hear me, Lord, hear 
me, that this people may know 
that thou art the Lord God, 
and that thou hast turned their 
heart back again. 

20 Then the fire of the 
Lord fell, and consumed the 
burnt sacrifice, and the wood, 
and the stones, and the dust, 
and licked up the water that 
was in the trench. And when 
all the people saw it, they fell 
on their faces : and they said. 
The Lord, he is the God ; the 
Lord, he is the God. 

21 And Elijah said unto 
them, Take the prophets of 
Baal; let not one of them 
escape. And they took them : 
and Elijah brought them down 
to the brook Kishon, and slew 
them there. 

22 And Elijah said unto 
Ahab, Get thee up, eat and 
drink ; for there is a sound of 
abundance of rain. So Ahab 
went up to eat and to drink. 
And Elijah went up to the 
top of Carmel; and he cast 
himself down upon the earth, 
and put his face between his 
knees, and said to his servant, 
Go up now, look toward the 
sea. And he went up, and 
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looked, and said. There is 
nothing. And he said, Go 
again seven times. 

23 And it came to pass at 
the seventh time, that he said, 
Behold, there ariseth a little 
cloud out of the sea, like a 
man's hand. And he said, 
Go up, say unto Ahab, Pre- 
pare thy chariot, and get thee 
down, that the rain stop thee 
not. And it came to pass in 
the meanwhile, that the hea- 
ven was black with clouds and 
wind, and there was a great 
rain. And Ahab rode, and 
went to Jezreel. And the 
hand of the Lord was on 
Elijah ; and he girded up his 
loins, and ran before Ahab to 
the entrance of Jezreel. 

24 And Ahab told Jezebel 
all that Elijah had done, and 
withal how he had slain all 
the prophets with the sword. 
Then Jezebel sent a messenger 
unto Elijah, saying. So let the 
gods do to me, and more also, 
if I make not thy life as the 
life of one of them by to-mor- 
row about this time. 

25 And when he saw that, 
he arose, and went for his life, 
and came to Beer-sheba, which 
belongeth to Judah, and left 
his servant there. But he 
himself went a day's journey 
into the wilderness, and came 
and sat down under a juniper 
tree: and he requested for 
himself that he might die; and 
said, It is enough'; now, O 



Lord, take away my life; 
for I am not better than my 
fathers. 

26 And as he lay and slept 
under a juniper tree, behold, 
then an angel touched him, 
and said unto him, Arise and 
eat. And he looked, and, b^ 
hold, there was a cake baken 
on the coals, and a cruse of 
water at his head. And he 
did eat and drink, and laid 
him down again. 

27 And the angel of the 
Lord came again the second 
time, and touched him, and 
said. Arise and eat; because 
the journey is too great for 
thee^ And he arose, and did 
eat and drink, and went in the 
strength of that meat forty 
days and forty nights unto 
Horeb the mount of God. 

28 And he came thither 
unto a cave, and lodged there; 
and, behold, the word of the 
Lord came to him, and he said 
unto him. What doest thou 
here, Elijah? 

29 And he said, I have 
been very jealous for the Lord 
God of hosts : for the children 
of Israel have forsaken thy 
covenant, thrown down thine 
altars, and slain thy prophets 
with the sword ; and I, even I 
only, am left; and they seek 
my life, to take it away. 

30 And he said, €ro forth, 
and stand upon the mount 
before the Lord. And, be- 
hold, the Lord passed by, and 



( 123 ) 



a great and strong wind rent 
the mountains, and brake in 
pieces the rocks before the 
Lord; bat the Lord was not 
in the wind : and after the 
wind an earthquake ; but the 
Lord was not in the earth- 
quake: and after the earth- 
quake a fire; but the Lord was 
not in the fire : and after the 
fire a still small voice. And 
it was so, when Elijah heard 
it, that he wrapped his face 
in his mantle, and went out, 
and stood in the entering in 
of the cave. And, behold, 
there came a voice unto him, 
and said, What doest thou 
here, Elijah? 

31 And he said I have been 
very jealous for the Lord God 
of hosts : because the children 
of Israel have forsaken thy 
covenant, thrown down thine 
altars, and slain thy prophets 
with the sword ; and I, even I 
only, am left; and they seek 
my life, to take it away. 

32 And the Lord said unto 
him, Go, return on thy way to 
the wilderness of Damascus: 
and when thou comest, anoint 
Hazael to be king over Syria : 
and Jehu the son of Nimshi 
shalt thou anoint to be king 
over Israel: and Elisha the 
son of Shaphat of Abel-me- 



holah shalt thou anoint to be 
prophet in thy room. 

33 And it shall come to 
pass, that him that escapetli 
the sword of Hazael shall Jehu 
slay: and him that escapeth 
from the sword of Jehu shall 
Elisha slay. Yet I have left 
me seven thousand in Israel, 
all the knees which have not 
bowed unto Baal, and every 
mouth which hath not kissed 
him. 

34 So he departed thence, 
and found Elisha the son oi 
Shaphat, who was plowing 
with twelve yoke of oxen be- 
fore him, and he with the 
twelfth : and Elijah passed by 
him, and cast his mantle upon 
him. And he left the oxen, 
and ran after Elijah, and said, 
Let me, I pray thee, kiss my 
father and my mother, and 
then I will follow thee. And 
he said unto him, Go back 
again : for what have I done 
to thee? 

35 And he returned back 
from him, and took a yoke of 
oxen, and slew them, and 
boiled their flesh with the 
instruments of the oxen, and 
gave unto the people, and they 
did eat. Then he arose, and 
went after Elijah, and minis- 
tered unto him. 
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THE SECOND BOOK OP THE KINGS. 



1. 

1 And it came to pass, 
when the Lord would take up 
Elijah into heaven by a whirl- 
wind, that Elijah went with 
Elisha from GUgal. And Eli- 
jah said unto Elisha, Tarry 
here, I pray thee ; for the Lord 
hath sent me to Beth-el. And 
Elisha said unto him. As the 
Lord liveth, and as thy soul 
liveth, I will not leave thee. 
So they went down to Beth-el. 

2 And the sons of the pro- 
phets that were at Beth-el, 
came foi*th to Elisha, and said 
unto him, Knowest thou that 
the Lord will take away thy 
master from thy head to day ? 
And he said. Yea, I know it ; 
hold ye your peace. 

3 And Elijaksaid unto him, 
Elisha, tarry here, I pray thee; 
for the Lord hath sent me to 
Jericho. And he said. As 
the Lord liveth, and as thy 
soul liveth, I will not leave 
thee. So they came to Jericho. 

4 And the sons of the pro- 
phets that were at Jericho 
came to Elisha, and said unto 
him, Knowest thou that the 
Lord will take away thy mas- 
ter from thy head to day? 
And he answered. Yea, I know 
it ; hold ye your peace. 

5 And Elijah said unto him, 
Tarry, I pray thee, here ; for 
the Lord hath sent me to 



Jordan. And he said, As the 
Lord liveth, and as thy soul 
liveth, I will not leave thee. 
And they two went on. 

6 And fifty men of the sons 
of the prophets went, and 
stood to view afar off:' and 
they two stood by Jordan. 
And Elijah took his mantle, 
and wrapped it together, and 
smote the waters, and they 
were divided hither and thi- 
ther, so that they two went 
over on dry ground. 

7 And it came to pass, when 
they were gone over, that Eli- 
jah said unto Elisha, Ask 
what I shall do for thee, before 
I be taken away from thee. 
And Elisha said, I pray thee, 
let a double portion of thy 
spirit be upon me. And he 
said, Thou hast asked a hard 
thing: nevertheless, if thou 
see me when I am taken from 
thee, it shall be so unto thee ; 
but if not, it shall not be so. 

8 And it came to pass, as 
they still went on, and talked, 
that, behold, there appeared a 
chariot of fire, and horses of 
fire, and parted them both 
asunder ; and Elijah went up 
by a whirlwind into heaven. 
And Elisha saw it, and he 
cried, My father, my father, 
the chariot of Israel, and the 
horsemen thereof. And he 
saw him no more: and he took 
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hold of his own clothes, and 
rent them in two pieces. 

9 He took up also the 
mantle of Elijah that fell from 
him, and went back, and stood 
by the bank of Jordan ; and 
he took the mantle of Elijah 
that fell from him, and smote 
the waters, and said, Where 
is the Lord God of Elijah) 
and when he also had smitten 
the waters, they parted hither 
and thither : and Elisha went 
over. 

10 And when the sons of 
the prophets which were to 
view at Jericho saw him, they 
said. The spirit of Elijah doth 
rest on Elisha. And they 
came to meet him, and bowed 
themselves to the ground be- 
fore him. 



2. 

1 Now Naaman, captain of 
the host of the king of Syria, 
was a great man with his 
master, and honourable, be- 
cause by him the Lord had 
given deliverance unto Syria : 
he was also a mighty man in 
valour, but he was a leper. 

2 And the Syrians had gone 
out by companies, and had 
brought away captive out of 
the land of Israel a little maid; 
and she waited on Naaman's 
wife. And she said unto her 
mistress. Would God my lord 
were with the prophet that is 
in Samaria 1 for he would re- 
cover him of his leprosy. 



3 And one went in, and 
told his lord, saying, Thus and 
thus said the maid that is of 
the land of Israel. And the 
king of Syria said. Go to, go, 
and I will send a letter unto 
the king of Israel. 

4 And he departed, and 
took with him ten talents of 
silver, and six thousand pieces 
of gold, and ten changes of 
raiment. And he brought the 
letter to the king of Israel, 
saying. Now when this letter 
is come unto thee, behold, I 
have therewith sent Naaman 
my servant to thee, that thou 
mayest recover him of his 
leprosy. 

5 And it came to pass, 
when the king of Israel had 
read the letter, that he rent 
his clothes, and said, Am I 
God, to kill and to make alive, 
that this man doth send unto 
me to recover a man of his 
leprosy? wherefore consider, 
I pray you, and see how he 
seeketh a quarrel against me. 

6 And it was so, when 
Elisha the man of God had 
heard that the king of Israel 
had rent his clothes, that he 
sent to the kiug, saying, Where- 
fore hast thou rent thy clothes? 
let him come now to me, and 
he shall know that there is a 
prophet in Israel 

7 So Naaman came with 
his horses and with his chariot, 
and stood at the door of the 
house of Elisha.' And Elisha 
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sent a messenger unto him, 
saying, Go and wash in Jordan 
seven times, and thy flesh shall 
come again to thee, and thoa 
shalt be clean. 

8 But Naaman was wroth, 
and went away, and said, Be- 
hold, I thought. He will surely 
come out to me, and stand, 
and call on the name of the 
Lord his God, and strike his 
hand over the place, and re- 
cover the leper. Are not 
Abana and Pharpar, rivers of 
Damascus, better than all the 
waters of Israel? may I not 
wash in them and be clean? 
So he turned and went away 



in a rage. 



9 And his servants came 
near, and spake unto him, and 
said, My father, if the prophet 
had bid thee do some great 
thing, wouldest thou not have 
done it? how much rather 
then, when he saith to thee, 
Wash, and be clean ? 

10 Then went he down, and 
dipped himself seven times in 
Jonlan, according to the say- 
ing of the man of God: and 
his flesh came again like unto 
the flesh of a little child, and 
he was clean. 

11 And he returned to the 
man of God, he and all his 
company, and came, and stood 
before him : and he said. Be- 
hold, now I know that there 
is no God in all the earth, but 
in Israel : now, therefore, I 
pray thee, take a blessing of 



thy servant. But he said, As 
the Lord liveth, before whom 
I standi I will receive none. 
And he urged him to take it ; 
but he refused. 

12 And Naaman said, Shall 
there not then, I pray thee, 
be given to thy servant two 
mules' burden of earth? for 
thy servant will henceforth 
ofler neither burnt offering nor 
sacrifice unto other gods, but 
unto the Lord. 

13 In this thing the Lord 
pardon thy servant, that when 
my master goeth into the house 
of Bimmon to worship there, 
and he leaneth on my hand, 
and I bow myself in the house 
of Bimmon : when I bow down 
myself in the house of Bim- 
mon, the Lord pardon thy ser- 
vant in this thing. And he 
said unto him. Go in peace. 
So he departed from him a 
little way. 

14 But Gehazi, the servant 
of Elisha the man of God, said, 
Behold, my master hath spared 
Naaman this Syrian, in not 
receiving at his hands that 
which he brought ; but, as the 
Lord liveth, I will run after 
him, and take somewhat of 
him. 

15 So Gehazi followed afler 
Naaman. And when Naaman 
saw him running after him, he 
lighted down from the chariot 
to meet him, and said. Is all 
well? And he said. All is 
well. My master hath sent 



( 127 ) 



me, saying, Behold, even now 
there be come to me from 
mount Ephraim two young 
men of the sons of the prophets : 
give them, I pray thee, a talent 
of silver, and two changes of 
garments. 

16 And Naaman said. Be 
content, take two talents. And 
he urged him, and bound two 
talents of silver in two bags, 
with two changes of garments, 
and laid them upon two of his 
servants ; and they bara them 
before him. 

17 And when he came to 
the tower, he took them from 
their hand, and bestowed them 
in the house : and he let the 
men go, and they departed. 
But he went in, and stood 
before his master. And Elisha 
said unto him, Whence com- 
est thou, Gehazi? And he 
said, Thy servant went no 
whither, 

18 And he said unto him, 
Went not my heart with 
thee, when the man turned 
again from his chariot to meet 
thee 1 Is it a time to receive 
money, and to receive gar- 
ments, and oliveyards, and 
Yineyard8,and sheep, and oxen, 
and menservants, and maid- 
servants ? The leprosy there- 
fore of Naaman shall cleave 
unto thee, and unto thy seed 
for ever. And he went out 
from his presence a leper as 
white as snow. 



3. 

1 The king of Syria warred 
against Israel, and took coun- 
sel with his servants, saying, 
In such and such a place shall 
be my camp. And the man 
of God sent unto the king of 
Israel, saying, Beware that 
thou pass not such a place; 
for thither the Syrians are 
come down. 

2 And the king of Israel 
sent to the place which the 
man of God told him and 
warned him of, and saved him- 
self there, not once nor twice. 
Therefore the heart of the king 
of Syria was sore troubled for 
this thing ; and he called his 
servants, and said unto them. 
Will ye not shew me which of 
us is for the king of Israel 1 

3 And one of his servants 
said. None, my lord, O king : 
but Elisha, the prophet that is 
in Israel, telleth the king of 
Israel the words that thou 
speakost in thy bedchamber. 
And he said. Go and spy where 
he is, that I may send and 
fetch him. And it was told 
him, saying. Behold, he is in 
Dothan. Therefore sent he 
thither horses, and chariots, 
and a great host: and they 
came by night, and compassed 
the city about. 

4 And when the servant of 
the man of God was risen 
early, and gone forth, behold, 
a host compassed the city 
both with horses and chariots. 
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And his servant said unto him, 
Alas, my master ! how shall 
we do? And he answered, 
Fear not : for they that be 
with us are more than thej 
that be with them. 

5 And Elisha prayed, and 
said. Lord, I pray thee, open 
his eyes, that he may see. 
And the Lord opened the eyes 
of the young man; and he saw : 
and, behold, the mountain was 
full of horses and chariots of 
fire round about Elisha. 

6 And when they came down 
to him, Elisha prayed unto the 
Lord, and said. Smite this 
people, I pray thee, with blind- 
ness. And he smote them 
with blindness according to 
the word of Elisha. 

7 And Elisha said unto 
them. This is not the way, 
neither is this the city : follow 
me, and I will bring you to 
the man whom you seek. But 
he led them to Samaria. 

8 And it came to pass, 
when they were come into 
Samaria, that Elisha said, 
Lord, open the eyes of these 
men, that they may see. And 
the Lord opened their eyes, 
and they saw; and, behold, 
they were in the midst of Sa- 

' maria. 

9 And the king of Israel 
said unto Elisha, when he saw 
them. My father, shall I smite 
them? shall I smite them? 



And he answered, Thou shalt 
not smite them. Set bread 
and water before them, that 
they may eat and drink, and 
go to their master. 

10 And he prepared great 
provision for them : and when 
they had eaten and drunk, he 
sent them away, and they went 
to their master. So the bands 
of Syria came no more into 
the land of Israel. 



4. 

1 [The story of the kings 
of Israel and Judah is little 
more than a record of evil 
deeds and unfaithfulness : but 
two good kings are specially 
named — Hezekiah and Josiah.] 
Now it came to pass in thn 
third year of Hoshea son of 
Elah king of Israel, that Heze- 
kiah the son of Ahaz king of 
Judah began to reign. Twenty 
and five years old was he when 
he began to reign; and he 
reigned twenty and nine years 
in Jerusalem.- And he did 
that which was right in the 
sight of the Lord. 

2 He removed the high 
places, and brake the images, 
and cut down the groves, and 
brake in pieces the brazen ser- 
pent that Moses had made : 
for unto those days the chil- 
dren of Israel did bum incense 
to it: and he called it Ne- 
hushtan.^ 



^ That is, a piece of brasa. 
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3 He trusted in the Lord 
God of Israel; so that after 
him was none like him among 
all the kings of Judah, nor 
any that were before him. For 
he clave to the Lord, and de- 
parted not from following him, 
but kept his commandments, 
which the Lord commanded 
Moses. 

4 [During the reign of Heze- 
kiah, the Assyrians conquered 
the tribes of Israel and carried 
them into captivity; and Judah 
itself only escaped by ** mi- 
racle. ''] And Hezekiah slept 
with his fathers; and Man- 
Ksseh his son reigned in his 
stead. 

5 Josiah was eight years 
old when he began to reign, 
and he reigned thirty and one 
years in Jerusalem. And he 
did that which was right in 
the sight of the Lord, and 
turned not aside to the right 
hand or to the left. 

6 And it came to pass 
in the eighteenth year of king 
Josiah, that the king sent 
Shaphan the son of Azaliah, the 
son of Meshullam, the Bcribe, 
to the house of the Lord, say- 
ing. Go up to Hilkiah the high 
priest, that he may sum the 
silver which is brought into 
the house of the Lord, which 



the keepers of the dodr have 
gathered of the people. 

7 And let them deliver it 
into the hand of the doers of 
the work, 4)hat have the over- 
sight of the house of the Lord : 
and let them give it to the 
doers of the work which is in 
the house of the Lord, to repair 
the breaches of the house, unto 
carpenters, and builders, and 
masons, and to buy timber and 
hewn stone to repair the house. 

8 Howbeit there was no 
reckoning made with them of 
the money that was delivered 
into their hand, because they 
dealt faithfully. 

9 And Hilkiah the high 
priest said unto Shaphan the 
scribe, I have found the book 
of the law in the house of the 
Lord.^ And Hilkiah gave the 
book to Shaphan, and he read 
it. 

10 And Shaphan the scribe 
came to the king, and brought 
the king word again, and said, 
Thy servants have gathered 
the money that was found in 
the house, and have delivered 
it into the hand of them that 
do the work, that have the 
oversight of the house of the 
Lord. 

11 And Shaphan the scribe 
shewed the king, saying, Hil- 



'* It is evident that the nation had become unmindful of what we may 
call the ritual of Jehovah worship, and this appearance of **the book 
of the law " may have been part of a determined movement on the part 
of the priesthood to bring the people back to it, or to develop it. 
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kiah the priest hath delivered 
me a book. And Shaphan 
read it before the king. And 
it came to pass, when the king 
had heard the words of the 
book of the law, that he rent 
his clothes. 

12 And theking commanded 
Hilkiah the priest, and Ahi- 
kam the son of Shaphan, and 
Achbor the son of Micaiah, and 
Shaphan the scribe, and Asa- 
hiah a servant of the king's, 
saying, Go ye, enquire of the 
Lord for me, and for the people, 
and for all Judah, concerning 
the words of this book that is 
found : for great is the wrath 
of the Lord that is kindled 
against us, because our fathers 
have not hearkened unto the 
words of this book, to do ac- 
cording unto all that which is 
written concerning us. 

13 So Hilkiah the priest, 
and Ahikam, and Achbor, and 
Shaphan, and Asahiah, went 
unto Huldah the prophetess, 
the wife of Shallum the son of 
Tikvah, the son of Harhas, 
keeper of the wardrobe ; (now 
she dwelt in Jerusalem in the 
college ;) and they communed 
with her. 

14 And she said unto them, 
Thus saith the Lord God of 
Israel, tell the man that sent 
you to me, thus saith the liOrd, 
Behold, I will bring evil upon 
this place, and upon the inha- 
bitants thereof, even all the 
words of the book which the 



king of Judah hath read : be- 
cause they have forsaken me, 
and have burned incense unto 
other gods, that they might 
provoke me to anger with all 
the works of their hands ; there- 
fore my wrath shall be kindled 
against this place, and shall 
not be quenched. 

15 But to the king of Judah 
which sent you to enquire of 
the Lord, thus shall ye say to 
him. Thus saith the Ix)rd God 
of Israel, As touching the 
words which thou hast heard : 
because thy heart was ten- 
der, and thou hast humbled 
thyself before the Lord, when 
thou heardest what I spake 
against this place, and against 
the inhabitants thereof, that 
they should become a desola- 
tion and a curse, and hast rent 
thy clothes, and wept before 
me; I also have heard thee, 
saith the Lord. 

16 Behold therefore, I will 
gather thee unto thy fathers, 
and thou shalt be gathered into 
thy grave in peace : and thine 
eyes shall not see all the evil 
which I will bring upon this 
place. And they brought the 
king word again. 

17 And the king sent, and 
they gathered unto him all the 
elders of Judah and of Jeru- 
salem. And the king went up 
into the house of the Lord, and 
all the men of Judah, and all 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
with him, and the priests. 
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and the prophets, and all 
the people, both small and 
great : and he read in their 
ears all the words of the book 
of the covenant which was 
found in the house of the Lord. 

18 And the king stood by 
a pillar, and made a covenant 
before the Lord, to walk after 
the Lord, and to keep his 
commandments and his testi- 
monies and his statutes with 
all their heart and all their 
soul, to perform the words of 
this covenant that were writ- 
ten in this book. And all the 
people stood to the covenant. 

19 And the king commanded 
Hilkiah the high priest, and 
the priests of the second order, 
and the keepers of the door, to 
bring forth out of the temple 
of the Lord all the vessels that 
were made for Baal, and for 
the grove, and for all the host 
of heaven : and he burned them 
without Jerusalem in the fields 
of Kidron, and carried the 
ashes of them unto Beth-el. 

20 And he put down the 
idolatrous priests, whom the 
kings of Judah had ordained 
to burn incense in the high 
places in the cities of Judah, 
and in the places round about 
Jerusalem : them also that 



burned incense unto Baal, to 
the sun, and to the moon, and 
to the planets, and to all the 
host of heaven. 

21 And he brought out the 
grove ^ from the house of the 
Lord, without Jerusalem, unto 
the brook of Kidron, and 
burned it at the brook Kidron, 
and stamped it small to pow- 
der, and cast the powder thereof 
upon the graves of the children 
of the people. 

22 And he brought all the 
priests out of the cities of Ju- 
dah, and defiled the high places 
where the priests had burned 
incense, from Geba to Beer- 
sheba, and brake down the high 
places of the gates ^ that were 
in the entering in of the gate 
of Joshua, the governor of the 
city. 

23 And he defiled Topheth, 
which is in the valley of the 
children of Hinnom, that no 
man might make his son or his 
daughter to pass through the 
fire to Molech. 

24 And he took away the 
horses that the kings of Judah 
had given to the sun^ at the 
entering in of the house of the 
Lord, by the chamber of Na- 
than-melech the chamberlain, 
which was in the suburbs, and 



* Or, the model or picture of the idolatrous grove. 

' These were erections set up in the most prominent places in honour 
of the idols. 

^ Sun-worship was very prevalent in ancient times. lb is evident that 
it had found its way to the very temple itself, with other forms of ido- 
latry, corrupting the worship of Jehovah. 
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burned the chariots of the sun 
with tire. 

25 And the altars that were 
on the top of the upper cham- 
ber of Ahaz, which the kings 
of Judah had made, and the 
altars which Manasseh had 
made in the two courts of the 
house of the Lord, did the 
king beat down, and brake 
them down from thence, and 
oast the dust of them into the 
brook Kidron. 

26 And the king commanded 
all the people, saying, Keep the 
passover unto the Lord your 
God, as it is written in the book 
of this covenant. 

27 Surely there was not 
holden such a passover from 
the days of the judges that 
judged Israel, nor in all the 
days of the kings of Israel, 
nor of the kings of Judah, 
but in the eighteenth year of 
king Josiah, wherein this pass- 
over was holden to the Lord in 
Jerusalem. 

28 Morever the workers 
with familiar spirits, and the 
wizards, and the images, and 



the idols, and all the abomina- 
tions that were spied in the 
land of Judah and in Jeru- 
salem, did Josiah put away, 
that he might perform the 
words of the law which were 
written in the book that Hil- 
kiah the priest found in the 
house of the Lord. 

29 And like unto him was 
there no king before him, that 
turned to the Lord with all his 
heart, and with all his soul, 
and with all his might, accord- 
ing to all the law of Moses; 
neither after him arose there 
any like him. 

30 Notwithstanding the 
Lord turned not from the 
fierceness of his great wrath, 
wherewith his anger was kin- 
dled against Judah, because of 
all the provocations that Ma- 
nasseh had provoked him 
withal. And the Lord said, I 
will remove Judah also out of 
my sight, as I have removed 
Israel, and will cast off this 
city Jerusalem which I have 
chosen, and the house of which 
I said, My name shall be there. 



THE BOOKS OF THE CHRONICLES. 

These Books repeat, with some variations, the history given in the 
Books of the Kings. Some concluding verses respecting the reign of 
Zedekiah record the important event of the capture of Jerusalem by 
the Chaldees, and the carrying away of the people into captivity. 



1 Zedekiah was one and 
twenty years old when he be- 
gan to reign, and reigned 
eleven years in Jerusalem. 



And he did that which was 
evil in the sight of the Lord 
his God, and humbled not 
himself before Jeremiah the 



( 133 ) 



prophet speaking from the 
mouth of the Lord. 

2 And he also rebelled 
against king Nebuchadnezzar, 
who had made him swear by 
God : but he stiffened his neck, 
and hardened his heart from 
turning unto the Lord God of 
Israel. 

3 Moreover all the chief of 
the priests, and the people, 
transgressed very much after 
all the abominations of the 
heathen; and polluted the 
house of the Lord which he 
had hallowed in Jerusalem. 

4 And the Lord God of 
their fathers sent to them by 
his messengers, rising up be- 
times, and sending; because 
he had compassion on his 
people, and on his dwelling 
place : but they mocked the 
messengers of God, and des- 
pised his words, and misused 
his prophets, until the wrath 
of the Lord arose against his 
people, till there was no remedy. 



5 Therefore he brought 
upon them the king of the 
Chaldees, who slew their young 
men with the sword in the 
house of their sanctuary, and , 
had no compassion upon young 
man or maiden, old man or 
him that stooped for age : he 
gave them all into his hand. 

6 And all the vessels of the 
house of God, great and small^ 
and the treasures of the house 
of the Lord, and the treasures 
of the king, and of his princes ; 
all these he brought to Babylon. 

7 And they burnt the house 
of God, and brake down the 
wall of Jerusalem, and burnt 
all the palaces thereof with 
fire, and destroyed all the 
goodly vessels thereof. 

8 And them that had es- 
caped from the sword carried 
he away to Babylon; where 
they were servants to him and 
his sons until the reign of the 
kingdom of Persia.^ 



THE BOOK OF EZKA. 

This Book describesthe workof Zerabbabel in there-buildingof the temple 
at Jerusalem, and the restoration of the people who had been carried 
away captive to Babylon. Ezra was a priest or scribe, or both, and 
it is now generally thought that, about the year 480 B.C., he gathered 
together and arranged the records that now stand as the first five 
Books of the Bible. 



1. 

1 Now in the first year of 



Cyrus king of Persia,^ that the 
word of the Lord by the mouth 



^ Babylon was conquered by the Medes and Persians about fifty years 
after this. 

^ Cyrus, king of Persia, had invaded Chaldea, and captured Babylon. 
Hence the changed prospects and fortunes of the Jews. This occurred 
about 530 years B.C. 
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of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, 
the Lord stirred up the spirit 
of Cyrus king of Persia, that 
he made a proclamation 
throughout all his kingdom, 
and put it also in writing, 
saying, Thus saith Cyrus king 
of Persia, The Lord God of 
heaven hath given me all the 
kingdoms of the earth ; and he 
hath charged me to build him 
a house at Jerusalem, which 
is in Judah. 

2 Who is there among you 
of all his people 1 his God be 
with him, and let him go up 
to Jerusalem, which is in 
Judah, and build the house of 
the Lord God of Israel, (he is 
the God,) which is in Jerusa- 
lem. And whosoever remain- 
eth in any place where he 
sojourneth, let the men of his 
place help him with silver, and 
with gold, and with goods, and 
with beasts, beside the freewill 
offering for the house of God 
that is in Jerusalem. 

3 Then rose up the chief of 
the fathers of Judah and Ben- 
jamin, and the priests, and 
the Levites, with all them 
whose spirit God had raised, 
to go up to build the house of 
the Lord which is in Jerusa- 
lem. And all they that were 
about them strengthened their 
hands with vessels of silver, 
with gold, with goods, and 
with beasts, and with precious 
things, beside all that was 
willingly offered. 



4 And when the seventh 
month was come, and the 
children of Israel were in the 
cities, the people gathered 
themselves together as one 
man to Jerusalem. 

5 Then stood up Jeshua^ 
the son of Jozadak, and his 
brethren the priests, and Ze- 
rubbabel the son of Shealtiel, 
and his brethren, and builded 
the altar of the God of Israel, 
to offer burnt offerings thereon, 
as it is written in the law of 
Moses the man of God. 

6 And they set the altar 
upon his bases; and they 
offered burnt offerings thereon 
unto the Lord, even burnt 
offerings morning and evening. 
They kept also the feast of 
tabernacles, as it is written, 
and offered the daily burnt 
offerings by number, according 
to the custom, as the duty of 
every day required; and after- 
ward offered the continual 
burnt offering, both of the new 
moons, and of all the set feasts 
of the Lord that were con- 
secrated, and of every one that 
willingly offered a freewill 
offering unto the Lord. 

7 From the first day of the 
seventh month began they to 
offer burnt offerings unto the 
Lord. But the foundation of 
the temple of the Lord was 
not yet laid. 

8 Now in the second year 
of their coming unto the house 
of God at Jerusalem, in the 
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second month, began Zerub- 
babel the son of Shealtiel, and 
Jeshua the son of Jozadak, 
and the remnant of their 
brethren the priests and the 
Levites, and all they that were 
come out of the captivity unto 
Jerusalem ; and appointed the 
Levites, from twenty years 
old and upward, to set forward 
the work of the house of the 
Lord. 

9 Then stood Jeshua with 
his sons and his brethren, 
Kadmiel and his sons, the 
sons of Judah, together, to set 
forward the workmen in the 
house of God : the sons of 
Henadad, with their sons and 
their brethren the Levites. 

10 And when the builders 
laid the foundation of the 
temple of the Lord, they set 
the priests in their apparel 
with trumpets, and the Levites 
the sons of Asaph with cym- 
bals, to praise the Lord, after 
the ordinance of David king 
of Israel 

1 1 And they sang together 
by course in praising and giv- 
ing thanks unto the Lord; 
because he is good, for his 
mercy endureth for ever to- 
ward Israel. And all the 
people shouted with a great 
shout, when they praised the 
Lord, because the foundation 
of the house of the Lord was 
laid. 

12 But many of the priests 
and Levites and chief of the 



fathers, who were ancient men, 
that had seen the first house, 
when the foundation of this 
house was laid before their 
eyes, wept with a loud voice ; 
and many shouted aloud for 
joy : so that the people could 
not discern the noise of the 
shout of joy from the noise of 
the weeping of the people : for 
the people shouted with a loud 
shout, and the noise was heard 
afar off. 



2. 

1 Kow when the adversaries 
of Judah and Benjamin heard 
that the children of the cap- 
tivity builded the temple unto 
the Lord God of Israel, then 
they came to Zerubbabel, and 
to the chief of the fathers, and 
said unto them. Let us build 
with you, for we seek your 
God, as ye do ; and we do 
sacrifice unto him since the 
days of Esar-haddon king of 
Assur, which brought us up 
hither. 

2 But Zerubbabel, and 
Jeshua, and the rest of the 
chief of the fathers of Israel, 
said unto them, Te have noth- 
ing to do with us to build a 
house unto our God ; but we 
ourselves together will build 
unto the Lord God of Israel, 
as king Cyrus the king of 
Persia hath commanded u& 

3 Then the people of the 
land weakened the hands of 
the people of Judah, and trou- 
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bled them in building, and hired 
counsellors against them, to 
frustrate their purpose, all the 
days of Cyrus king of Persia, 
even until the reign of Darius 
king of Persia. 

4 And in the reign of Aha- 
suerus, in the beginning of his 
reign, wrote they unto him an 
accusation against the inhabi- 
tants of Judah and Jerusalem. 
And in the days of Artaxerxes 
wrote Bishlam, Mithredath, 
Tabeel, and the rest of their 
companions, unto Artaxerxes 
king of Persia. 

5 This is the copy of the 
letter that they sent unto him, 
even unto Artaxerxes the 
king; Thy servants the men 
on this side the river, and at 
such a time. Be it known 
unto the king, that the Jews 
which came from thee to us 
are come unto Jerusalem, 
building the rebellious and the 
bad city, and have set up the 
walls thereof, and joined the 
foundations. 

6 Be it known now unto 
bbe king, that, if this city be 
builded, and the walls set up 
again, then will they not pay 
toll, tribute, and custom, and 
so thou shalt endamage the 
revenue of the kings. 

7 Now because we have 
maintenance from the king's 
palace, and it was not meet 
for us to see the king's dis- 
honour, therefore have we sent 
and certified the king; that 



search may be made in the 
book of the records of thy 
fathers : so shalt thou find in 
the book of the records, and 
know that this city is a re- 
bellious city, and hurtful unto 
kings and provinces, and that 
they have moved sedition with- 
in the same of old time : for 
which cause was this city de- 
stroyed. 

8 We certify the king that, 
if this city be builded again, 
and the walls thereof set up, by 
this means thou shalt have no 
portion on this side the river. 

9 Then sent the king an 
answer unto Eehum the chan- 
cellor, and to Shimshai the 
scribe, and to the rest of their 
companions that dwell in Sa- 
maria, and unto the rest be- 
yond the river. Peace, and at 
such a tima The letter which 
ye sent unto us hath been 
plainly read before me: and 
I commanded, and search hath 
been made, and it is found 
that this city of old time 
hath made insurrection against 
kings, and that rebellion and 
sedition have been made 
therein. 

10 There have been mighty 
kings also over Jerusalem, 
which have ruled over all 
countries beyond the river; 
and toll, tribute, and custom, 
was paid unto them. Give 
ye now commandment to cause 
these men to cease, and that 
this city be not builded, until 
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another commandment shall 
be given from me. Take heed 
now that ye fail not to' do this : 
why should damage grow to 
the hurt of the kings 1 

1 1 Now when the copy of 
king Artaxerxes' letter was 
read before Kehum, and Shim- 
shai the scribe, and their 
companions, they went up in 
haste to Jerusalem unto the 
Jews, and made them to cease 
by force and power. Then 
ceased the work of the house 
of God which is at Jerusalem. 
So it ceased unto the second 
year of the reign of Darius 
king of Persia. 



3. 

1 Then the prophets, Hag- 
gai the prophet, and Zechariah 
the son of Iddo, prophesied 
unto the Jews that were in 
Judah and Jerusalem in the 
name of the God of Israel, 
even unto them. Then rose 
up Zerubbabel the son of 
Shealtiel, and Jeshua the son 
of Jozadak, and began to build 
the house of God which is at 
Jerusalem: and with them 
were the prophets of God 
helping them. 

2 At the same time came 
to them Tatnai, governor on 
this side the river, and She- 
thar-boznai, and their com- 
panions, and said thus unto 
them, Who hath commanded 
you to build this house, and 

10 



to make up this wall? But 
the eye of their God was upon 
the elders of the Jews, that 
they cotlld not cause them to 
cease, till the matter came to 
Darius: and then they re- 
turned answer by letter con- 
cerning this matter. 

3 The copy of the letter 
that Tatnai, governor on this 
side the river, and Shethar- 
bonzai, and his companions 
the Apharsachites, which were 
on this side the river, sent 
unto Darius the king; Unto 
Darius the king; all peace. 
Be it known unto the king, 
that we went into the province 
of Judea, to the house of the 
great God, which is builded 
with great stones, and timber 
is laid in the walls, and this 
work goeth fast on, and pros^ 
pereth in their hands. 

4 Then asked we those 
elders, and said unto them 
thus. Who commanded you to 
build this house, and to make 
up these walls 1 We asked 
their names also, to certify 
thee, that we might write the 
names of the men that were 
the chief of them. 

5 And thus they returned 
us answer, saying, We are the 
servants of the God of heaven 
and earth, and build the house 
that was builded these many 
years ago, which a great king 
of Israel builded and set up. 
But after that our fathers had 
provoked the God of heaven 
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unto wrath, he gave them into 
the hand of Nebuchadnezzar 
the king of Babylon, the 
Chaldean, who destroyed this 
house, and carried the people 
away into Babylon. But in 
the first year of Cyrus the 
king of Babylon the same king 
Cyrus made a decree to build 
this house of God. 

6 And the vessels also of 
gold and silver of the house of 
God, which Nebuchadnezzar 
took out of the temple that 
was in Jerusalem, and brought 
them into the temple of Baby- 
lon, those did Cyrus the king 
take out of the temple of 
Babylon, and they were de- 
livered unto one, whose name 
was Sheshbazzar, whom he 
had made governor ; and said 
unto him. Take these vessels, 
go, carry them into the temple 
that is in Jerusalem, and let 
the house of God be builded 
in his place. 

7 Then came the same Shesh- 
bazzar, and laid the foundation 
of the house of God which is 
in Jerusalem : and since that 
time even until now hath it 
been in building, and yet it is 
not finished. 

8 Now therefore, if it seem 
good to the king, let there be 
search made in the king's trea- 
sure house, which is there at 
Babylon, whether it be so, that 
a decree was made of Cyrus 
the king to build this house of 
God at Jerusalem, and let the 



king send his pleasure to us 
concerning this matter. 

9 Then Darius the king 
made a decree, and search was 
made in the house of the rolls, 
where the treasures were laid 
up in Babylon: and there 
was found at Achmetha, in the 
palace that is in the province 
of the Medes, a roll, and therein 
was a record thus written ; In 
the first year of Cyrus the 
king, the same Cyrus the king 
made a decree concerning the 
house of God at Jerusalem; 
Let the house be builded, the 
place where they offered sacri- 
fices, and let the foundations 
thereof be strongly laid ; and 
also let the golden and silver 
vessels of the house of God, 
which Nebuchadnezzar took 
forth out of the temple which 
is at Jerusalem, and brought 
unto Babylon, be restored, and 
brought again unto the temple 
which is at Jerusalem, every- 
one to his place, and place 
them in the house of God. 

10 [Upon the discovery of 
this record, Darius issued a 
decree ordering Tatnai and the 
rest not to molest the Jews, 
but to allow the work to go 
on.] 

11 Then Tatnai, governor 
on this side the river, Shethar- 
boznai, and their companions, 
according to that which Darius 
the king had sent, so they did 
speedily. 

12 And the elders of the 
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Jews buildedy and they pros- 
pered throagh the prophesying* 
of Haggai the prophet and 
Zechariah the son of Iddo. 
And they builded, and finished 
it, according to the command- 
ment of the God of Israel, and 
according to the commandment 
of Cyrus, and Darius, and 
Artaxerxes king of Persia. 

13 And this house was fin- 
ished on the third day of the 
month Adar, which was in the 
sixth year of the reign of Darius 
the king. And the children 
of Israel, the priests, and the 
Levites, and the rest of the 
children of the captivity, kept 
the dedication of this house of 
God with joy. 



4. 

1 Now after these things, 
in the reign of Artaxerxes king 
of Persia,^ Ezra went up from 
Babylon ; and he was a ready 
scribe in the law of Moses, 
which the Lord God of Israel 
had given, and the king granted 
him all his request, according 
to the hand of the Lord his 
God upon him. 

2 And there went up some 
of the children of Israel, and 



of the priests, and the Levites, 
and the singers, and the porters, 
and the Nethinims^ unto Jeru- 
salem, in the seventh year of 
Artaxerxes the king : for Ezra 
had prepared his heart to seek 
the law of the Lord, and to 
do it, and to teach in Israel 
statutes and judgments. 

3 [A copy of a letter from 
Artaxerxes follows, commis- 
sioning Ezra to go to Jeru- 
salem, and to take with him 
as many of the people of Israel, 
and of the priests and Levites, 
as were minded to go : also 
granting him money, and be- 
stowing privileges, for the due 
performance of the services of 
the temple.] 

4 Blessed be the Lord God 
of our fathers, which hath put 
such a thing as this in the 
king's heart, to beautify the 
house of the Lord which is in 
Jerusalem : and hath extended 
mercy unto me before the 
king, and his counsellors, and 
before all the king's mighty 
princes. 

5 And I was strengthened 
as the hand of the Lord my 
God was upon me, and I gath- 
ered together out of Israel chief 
men to go up with me. 



* Of course not the Artaxerxes of chapter 2. Probably Xerxes I,, 
son of Darias. 

'■^ Bondsmen of the priests, for the services of the temple. 
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THE BOOK OF NEHEMIAH. 

This Book continaes the narrative of the Book of Ezra, after an interval 
of twenty or thirty years, and tells how Nehemiah, at the coart of 
Artaxerxes, the king of Persia, heard of the condition of Jerusalem, 
whose walk of defence, had, it appears, from some cause, fallen into 
ruins : and what he did, as governor of Jerusalem, to rebuild them, 
and to increase the security and prosperity of the Jews who had 
returned from captivity. 



1 The' words of Nehemiah 
the son of Hachaliah. And it 
came to pass in the month 
Chisleu, in the twentieth year, 
as I was in Shushan the palace, 
that Hanani, one of my 
brethren, came, he and certain 
men of Judah; and I asked 
them concerning the Jews that 
had escaped, which were left 
of the captivity, and concern- 
ing Jerusalem. 

2 And they said unto me. 
The remnant that are left of the 
captivity there in the province 
are in great affliction and re- 
proach : the wall of Jerusalem 
also is broken down, and the 
gates thereof are burned with 
fire. 

3 And it came to pass, 
when I heard these words, 
that I sat down and wept, and 
mourned certain day^, and 
fasted, and prayed before the 
Qod of heaven, and said, I 
beseech thee, Lord God of 
heaven, the great and terrible 
Gkxl, that keepeth covenant 
and mercy for them that love 
him and observe his command- 
ments, let thine ear now be 



attentive, and thine eyes open, 
that thou mayest hear the 
prayer of thy servant, which 
I pray before thee now, day 
and night, for the children of 
Israel thy servants, and confess 
the sins of the children of 
Israel, which we have sinned 
against thee. 

4 We have dealt very cor- 
ruptly against thee, and have 
not kept the commandments^ 
nor the statutes, nor the judg- 
ments, which thou command- 
edst thy servant Moses. 

5 Remember, I beseech thee, 
the word that thou command- 
edst thy servant Moses, saying. 
If ye transgress, I will scatter 
you abroad among the nations : 
but, if ye turn unto me, and 
keep my commandments, and 
do them, though there were 
of you cast out unto the utter- 
most part of the heaven, yet 
will I gather them from thence, 
and will bring them unto the 
place that I have chosen to set 
my name there. 

6 Now these are thy ser- 
vants and thy people, whom, 
thou hast redeemed by thy 
great power, and by thy strong 
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hand. O Lord^ I beseech thee, 
let now thine ear be attentive 
to the prayer of thy servant, 
and to the prayer of thy ser- 
vants, who desire to fear thy 
name: and prosper, I pray 
thee, thy servant this day, and 
grant him mercy in the sight 
of this man. For I was the 
king's cupbearer. 



2. 

1 And it came to pass in 
the month Kisan, in the twen- 
tieth year of Artazerxes the 
king, that wine was before 
him : and I took up the wine, 
and gave it linto the king. 
Now I had not been before- 
time sad in his presence. 
Wherefore the king said unto 
me, Why is thy countenance 
sad, seeing thou art not sick 1 
this is noting else but sorrow 
of heart. 

2 Then I was very sore 
afraid, and said unto the king. 
Let the king live for ever: 
why should not my counte* 
nance be sad, when the city, 
the place of my fathers' sepul- 
chres, lieth waste, and the gates 
thereof are consumed with firel 

3 Then the king said unto 
me. For what dost thou make 
request ? So I prayed to the 
God of heaven. And I said 
unto the king, K it please the 
king, and if thy servant have 
found favour in thy sight, that 
thou wouldest send me unto 
Judah, unto the city of my 



fathers' sepulchres, that I may 
build it 

4 And the king said unto 
me, (the queen also sitting by 
him,) For how long shall thy 
journey be) and when wilt 
thou return) So it pleased 
the king to send me; and I 
set him a tima 

5 Moreover I said unto the 
king. If it please the king, let 
letters be given me to the 
governors beyond the river, 
that they may convey me over 
till I come into Judah ; and 
a letter unto Asaph the keeper 
of the king's forest, that he 
may give me timber to make 
beams for the gates of the 
palace which appertained to 
the house, and for the wall of 
the city, and for the house 
that I shall enter into. 

6 And the king granted me, 
according to the good hand of 
my (}od upon me. Then I 
came to the governors beyond 
the river, and gave them the 
king's letters. 

7 When Sanballat the Ho- 
ronite, and Tobiah the servant, 
the Ammonite, heard of it, it 
grieved them exceedingly that 
there was come a man to seek 
the welfare of the children of 
IsraeL So I came to Jerusa- 
lem and was there three days. 

8 And I arose in the night, 
I and some few men with 
me; neither told I any man 
what my God had put in my 
heart to do at Jerusalem. And 
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I went out by nigh t by the gate 
of the valley, and viewed the 
walls of Jerusalein which were 
broken down, and the gates 
thereof were consumed with 
fire. 

9 Then I went on to the 
gate of the fountain, and to 
the king's pool : but there was 
no plaee for the beast that was 
under me to pass. Then went 
I up in the night by the brook, 
and viewed the wall, and 
turned back, and entered by 
the gate of the valley, and so 
returned. 

10 And the rulers knew not 
whither I went, or what I did; 
neither had I as yet told it to 
the Jews, nor to the priests, 
nor to the nobles, nor to the 
rulers, nor to the rest that did 
the work. 

1 1 Then said I unto them, 
Te see the distress that we 
are in, how Jerusalem lieth 
waste, and the gates thereof 
are burned with fire: come, 
and let us build lip the wall 
of Jerusalem, that we be no 
more a reproach. 

12 Then I told them of the 
hand of my God which was 
good upon me; as also the 
king's words that he had 
spoken unto me. And they 
said. Let us rise up and build. 
So they strengthened their 
hands for this good work. 

13 But when Sanballat the 
Horonite, and Tobiah the ser- 
vant, the Ammonite, and Ge- 



shem the Arabian, heard it, 
they laughed us to scorn, and 
despised us, and said, What is 
this thing that ye do? will 
ye rebel against the kingi 
Then answered I them, and 
said unto them, The God of 
heaven, he will prosper us; 
therefore we his servants will 
arise and build : but ye have 
no portion, nor right, nor me- 
morial, in Jerusalem. 

14 But it came to pass, that 
when Sanballat heard that we 
builded the wall, he was wroth, 
and took great indignation, 
and mocked the Jews. And 
he spake before his brethren 
and the army of Samaria, and 
said. What do these feeble 
Jews ] will they fortify them- 
selves 1 will they sacrifice f 
will they make an end in a 
day? will they revive the 
stones out of the heaps of the 
rubbish which are burned ? 

15 Now Tobiah the Am- 
monite was by him, and he 
said. Even that which they 
build, if a fox go up, he shall 
even break down their stone 
wall. 

16 Hear, O our God : for 
we are despised ; and turn their 
reproach upon their own head, 
and give them for a prey in 
the land of captivity : and 
cover not their iniquity, and 
let not their sin be blotted out 
from before thee : for they have 
provoked thee to anger before 
the builders. 
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17 So built we the wall; 
and all the wall was joined 
together unto the half thereof : 
for the people had a mind to 
work. 

18 But it came to pass, that 
when Sanballaty and Tobiah, 
and the Arabians, and the 
Ammonites, and the Ashdod- 
ites, heard that the walls of 
Jerusalem were made up, and 
that the breaches began to be 
stopped, then they were very 
wroth, and conspired all of 
them together to come and to 
fight against Jerusalem, and 
to hinder it. 

19 Nevertheless we made 
our prayer unto our God, and 
set a watch against them 
day and night, because of 
them. And Judah said, The 
strength of the bearers of bur- 
dens is decayed, and there is 
much rubbish; so that we are 
not able to build the wall. 

. 20 Andour adversaries said. 
They shall not know, neither 
see, till we come in iJie midst 
among them, and slay them, 
and cause the work to cease. 

21 Therefore set I in the 
lower places behind the wall, 
and on the higher places, I 
even set the people after their 
families with their swords, 
their spears, and their bows. 

22 And I looked, and rose 
up, and said unto the nobles, 
and to the rulers, and to the 



rest of the people, Be not ye 
afraid of them : remember the 
Lord, which is great and ter- 
rible, and fight for your breth- 
ren, your sons, and your 
daughters, your wives, and 
your houses. 

23 And it came to pass, 
when our enemies heard that 
it was known unto us, and 
God had brought their counsel 
to nought, that we returned all 
of us to the wall, every one 
unto his work. 

24 And it came to pass 
from that time forth, that the 
half of my servants wrought 
in the work, and the other half 
of them held both the spears, 
the shields, and the bows, and 
the habergeons,^ and the rulers 
were behind all the house of 
Judah. 

25 They which builded on 
the wall, and they that bare 
burdens, with those that laded, 
every one with one of his hands 
wrought in the work, and with 
the other hand held a weapon. 
For the builders, every one had 
his sword girded by his side, 
and so buUded: and he that 
sounded the trumpet was by 
me. 

26 And I said unto the 
nobles, and to the rulers, and 
to the rest of the people. The 
work is great and large, and 
we are separated upon the 
wall, one far from another. 



^ Coats of mail, or breastplates. 
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In what place therefore ye 
heaivthe soand of the trampet, 
resort je thither unto ns : our 
God shall fight for ua. 

27 So we laboured in the 
work : and half of them held 
the spears from the rising of 
the morning till the stars ap- 
peared. 

28 Likewise at the same 
time said I unto the people. 
Let every one with his servant 
lodge within Jerusalem, that 
in the night they may be a 
guard to us, and labour on the 
day. So neither I, nor my 
brethren, nor my servants, nor 
the men of the guard which 
followed me, none of us put 
off our clothes, saving that 
every one put them off for 
washing. 



3. 

1 Akd there was a great 
cry of the people and of their 
wives against their brethren 
the Jews.^ For there were that 
said, We, our sons, and our 
daughters, are many; therefore 
we take up com for them, that 
we may eat and live.' 

2 Some also there were that 
said. We have mortgaged our 
lands, vineyards, and houses, 
that we might buy com, be- 
cause of the dearth. 

3 There were also that said. 



We have borrowed money for 
the king's tribute, and that 
upon our lands and vineyards. 
Tet now our flesh is as the 
flesh of our brethren, our chil- 
dren as their children; and, 
lo, we bring into bondage our 
sons and our daughters to be 
servants, and some of our 
daughters are brought unto 
bondage already ; neither is it 
in our power to redeem them ; 
for other men have our lands 
and vineyards. 

4 And I was very angry 
when I heard their cry, and 
these words. Then I consulted 
with myself, and I rebuked 
the nobles, and the rulers, and 
said unto them, Te exact usury, 
every one of his brother. And 
I set a great assembly against 
them. 

5 And I said unto them. 
We, after our ability have r^ 
deemed our brethren the Jews, 
which were ilold unto the» 
heathen; and will ye even sell 
your brethren ? or shall they 
be sold unto usi Then held 
they their peace, and found 
nothing to answer. 

6 Also I said. It is not good 
that ye do: ought ye not to 
walk in the fear of our Qod, 
because of the reproach of the 
heathen our enemies ? I like- 
wise, and my brethren, and my 



^ Or, brother Jews, Those who complained were also Jews. 
' That is, they had to bay com of the rich Jews at a price forced 
from them oy their necessity. 
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servants, miglit exact of them 
money and com : I pray you 
let us leave off this usury. 

7 Bestore, I pray you, to 
them, even this day, their lands, 
their vineyards, their olive- 
yards, and their houses, also 
the hundredth part of the 
money, and of the com, the 
wine, and the oil, that ye 
exact of them. 

8 Then said they. We will 
restore them, and will require 
nothing of them; so will we 
do as thou sayest. Then I 
called the priests, and took an 
oath of them, that they should 
do according to this promise. 

9 Also I shook my lap, and 
'said. So God shake out every 
man from his house, and from 
his labour, that performeth not 
this promise, even thus be he 
shaken out, and emptied. And 
all the congregation said, 
Amen, and praised the Lord ; 
and the people did according 
to this promise. 

10 Moreover from the time 
that I was appointed to be 
their governor in the land of 
Judah, from the twentieth 
year even unto the two and 
thirtieth year of Artaxerxes 
the king, that is twelve years, 
I and my brethren have not 
eaten the bread of the gov- 
vernor. 

11 But the former governors 
that had been before me were 
chargeable unto the people, and 
bad taken of them bread and 



wine, beside forty shekels of 
silver ; yea, even their servants 
bare rule over the people : but 
so did not I, because of the fear 
of God. Yea, also I continued 
in the work of this wall, neither 
bought we any land ; and all 
my servants were gathered 
thither unto the work. 

12 Moreover there were at 
my table a hundred and fifty 
of the Jews and rulers, beside 
those that came unto us from 
among the heathen that are 
about us; yet for all this required 
not I the bread of the governor, 
because the bondage was heavy 
upon this people. Think upon 
me, my G^, for good, accord- 
ing to all that I have done for 
this people. 

13 So the wall was finished 
in the twenty and fifth day of 
the month Elul, in fifty and 
two days. And it came to 
pass, that when ail our ene- 
mies heard thereof, and all the 
heathen that were about us 
saw these things, they were 
much cast down in their own 
eyes : for they perceived that 
this work was wrought of our 
God. 



4. 

1 [The book concludes with 
an account of what happened 
when Nehemiah returned to 
Jerusalem, after an absence 
spent in attending upon Arta- 
xerxes. He found that the 
piiests and the people alike 



( U6 ) 



had again proved nnfaithfol, 
in departing from their ap- 
pointcd ways as Jews, and he 
vigoronslj set himself to re- 
form both the religious and 
social condition of Jemsalem.] 

2 And Eliashib the priest, 
haying the orersight of the 
chamber of the house of our 
Qody was allied unto Tobiah : 
And he prepared for him a 
great chamber, where afore- 
time they laid the meat offer- 
ings, the frankincense, and the 
vessels, and the tithes of the 
com, the new wine, and the 
oil, which was commanded to 
be given to the Levites, and 
the singers, and the porters ; 
and the offerings of the priests. 

3 And I came to Jerusalem, 
and understood of the evil that 
Eliashib did for Tobiah, in 
preparing him a chamber in 
the courts of the house of Grod ; 
and it grieved me sore: there- 
fore I cast forth all the house- 
hold stuff of Tobiah out of the 
chamber. Then I commanded, 
and they cleansed the cham- 
bers: and thither brought I 
again the vessels of the house 
of God, with the meat offering 
and the frankincense. 

4 And I perceived that the 
portions of the Levites had not 
been given them ; for the Le- 
vites and the singers, that did 
the work, were fled every one 
to his fi^d. Then contended 
I with the rulers, and said. 
Why is the house of €k)d for- 



saken 1 And I gathered them 
together, and set them in their 
place. 

5 Then brought all Judah 
the tithe of the com and the 
new wine and the oil unto 
the treasuries. And I made 
treasurers over the treasuries, 
Shelemiah the priest, and Za- 
dok the scribe, and of the 
Levites, Pedaiah : and next to 
them was Hanan the son of 
Zaccur, the son of Mattaniah : 
for they were counted faithful, 
and their office was to distri- 
bute unto their brethren. 

6 Bemember me, my God, 
concerning this, and wipe not 
out my good deeds that I have 
done for the house of my God, 
and for the offices thereof. 

7. In those days saw I in 
Judah some treading wine- 
presses on the sabbath, and 
bringing in sheaves, and lad- 
ing asses ; as also wine, grapes, 
and figs, and all manner of 
burdens which they brought 
into Jerusalem on the sabbath 
day : and I testified against 
them in the day wherein they 
sold victuals. 

8 There dwelt men of Tyre 
also therein, which brought 
fish, and all manner of ware, 
and sold on the sabbath unto 
the children of Judah, and in 
Jerusalem. 

9 Then I contended with, 
the nobles of Judah, and said 
unto them. What evil thing is 
this that ye do, and profane 
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the sabbath day ? Did not 
your fathers thus, and did not 
our Gk)d bring all this evil 
upon us, and upon this cityY 
yet ye bring more wrath upon 
Israel by profaning the sab- 
bath. 

10 And it came to pass, that 
when the gates of Jerusalem 
began to be dark before the 
sabbath, I commanded that the 
gates should be shut, and 
charged that they should not 
be opened until after the sab- 
bath ; and some of my servants 
set I at the gates, that there 
should no burden be brought 
in on the sabbath day. 

11 So the merchants and 
sellers of all kind of ware 
lodged without Jerusalem once 
or twice. Then I testified 
against them, and said unto 
them, Why lodge ye about the 
wall 1 if you do so again, I will 
lay hands on you. From that 
time forth came they no more 
on the sabbath. 

12 And I commanded the 
Levites that they should 
cleanse themselves, and that 
they should come and keep 
the gates, to sanctify the sab- 
bath day. Remember me, 
my God, concerning this aJso, 
and spare me accoiding to the 
greatness of thy mercy. 

13 In those days also 
saw I Jews that had married 
wives of Ashdod, of Ammon, 
and of Moab : and their chil- 



dren spake half in the speech 
of Ashdod, and could not 
speak in the Jews' language, 
but according to the language 
of each people. And I con- 
tended with them, and made 
them swear by God, saying, 
Te shall not give your daugh- 
ters unto their sons, nor take 
their daughters unto your 
sons, or for yourselves. 

14 Did not Solomon king 
of Israel sin by these things 1 
yet among many nations was 
there no king like him, who 
was beloved of his God, and 
God made him king over all 
Israel. Shall we then hearken 
unto you to do all this great 
evil, to transgress against 
our God in marrying strange 
wives ? 

15 And one of the sons of 
Joiada, the son of Eliashib the 
high priest, was son in law to 
Sanballat the Horonite : there- 
fore I chased him from me. 
Remember them, my God, 
because they have defiled the 
priesthood, and the covenant 
of the priesthood, and of the 
Levites. 

16 Thus cleansed I them 
from all strangers, and ap- 
pointed the wards of the priests 
and the Levites, every one in 
his business : and for the wood 
offering, at times appointed, 
and for the firstfruits. Re- 
member me, O my God, for 
good. 
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THE BOOK OF ESTHER 



This Book tells the story of Erther, 
Ahssoerns, took to be his queen ; 
bronghi np Esther. 

1 [HAMAHyagreatiJEiyoaiite 
of the king, took offienoe at 
Mordecaiy who declined to bow 
down before him at the king's 
gates; and, in revenge, he pre- 
vailed on the king to order the 
destmctionof all Jews throngh- 
ottt the kingdom]. The posts 
went ont^ being hastened bj 
the king's commandment, and 
the decree was given in Shu- 
shan the palace. And the 
king and Haman sat down to 
drink ; but the citj of Shushan 
was perplexed. 

2 When Mordecai perceived 
all that was done, Mordecai 
rent his clothes, and put on 
sackcloth with ashes, and 
went out into the midst of 
the cit J, and cried with a loud 
and a bitter cry; and came 
even before the king's gate ; 
for none might enter into the 
king's gate clothed with sack- 
cloth. 

3 [Esther, having sent to 
Mordecai inquiring the reason 
for this, is told the cause.] 
Then Mordecai commanded to 
answer Esther, Think not with 
thyself that thou shalt escape 
in the king's house, more than 
all the Jews. For if thou 
altogether boldest thy peace 
at this time, then shall there 
enlargement and deliverance 



a Jewess, whom the king of Penia» 
and of Mordecai, a Jew, who had 

arise to the Jews horn another 
place ; but thou and thy Other's 
house shall be destroyed : and 
who knoweth whether thou art 
come to the kingdom for such 
a time as thisi 

4 Then Esther bade them 
return Mordecai this answer : 
Go, gather together all the 
Jews that are present in Shu- 
shan, and fast ye for me,/ and 
neither eat nor drink three 
days, night or day : I also and 
my maidens will &st likewise ; 
and so will I go in unto the 
king, which is not according 
to the law : and if I perish, I 
perish. So Mordecai went his 
way, and did according to all 
that Esther had commanded 
him. 

5 [Esther, then, at the risk 
of her life, entered unbidden 
the presence of the king. But 
the king forgave her, and pro- 
mised her to grant whatever 
she asked. She asked that the 
king would come to a banquet^ 
and bid Haman attend also.] 

6 Then went Haman forth 
that day joyful and with a glad 
heart ; but when Haman saw 
Mordecai in the king's gate, 
that he stood not up, nor 
moved for him, he was fuU of 
indignation against MordecaL 

7 Nevertheless Haman re- 
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frained himself: and when he 
came home, he sent and called 
for his friends, and Zeresh his 
wife. And Haman told them 
of the glory of his riches, and 
the multitude of his children, 
and all the things wherein the 
king had promoted him, and 
how he had advanced him 
above the princes and servants 
of the king. 

8 Haman said moreover. 
Tea, Esther the queen did let 
no man come in with the king 
unto the banquet that she had 
prepared but myself; and to 
morrow am I invited unto her 
also with the king: yet all 
this availeth me nothing, so 
long as I see Mordecai the 
Jew sitting at the king's 
gate. 

9 Then said Zeresh his wife 
and all his friends unto him, 
Let a gallows be made of fifty 
cubits high, and to morrow 
speak thou unto the king that 
Mordecai may be hanged 
thereon : then go thou in mer- 
rily with the king unto the 
banquet. And the thing 
pleased Haman; and he caused 
the gallows to be made. 

10 On that night could not 
the king sleep, and he com- 
manded to bring the book of 
records of the chronicles ; and 
they were read before the 
king. And it was found writ- 
ten, that Mordecai had told of 
Bigthana and Teresh, two of 
the king's chamberlains, the 



keepers of the door, who sought 
to lay hand on the king Aha- 
suerus. 

11 And the king said. What 
honour and dignity hath been 
done to Mordecai for this? 
Then said the king's servants 
that ministered unto him. 
There is nothing done for him. 
And the king said. Who is in 
the court ? Now Haman was 
come into the outward court 
of the king's house, to speak 
unto the king to hcmg Morde- 
cai on the gallows that he had 
prepared for him. And the 
king's servants said unto him, 
Behold, Haman standeth in 
the court. And the king said, 
Let him come in. 

12 So Haman came in. And 
the king said unto him^ What 
shall be done unto the man 
whom the king delighteth to 
honour) Now Haman thought 
in his heart, To whom would 
the king delight to do honour 
more than to myself 9 

13 And Haman answered 
the king. For the man whom 
the king delighteth to honour, 
Lettheroyalapparel be brought 
which the king useth to wear, 
and the horse that the king 
rideth upon, and the crown 
royal which is set upon his 
head : and let this apparel and 
horse be delivered to the hand 
of one of the king's most noble 
princes, that they may array 
the man withal whom the king 
delighteth to honour, and bring 
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bim on boneback tbrougb tbe 
street of tbe dt j, and procbum 
before bim, Thus sball it be 
done to the man wbom tbe 
king deligbtetb to bonoor. 

14 Tben tbe king said to 
Haman, Make baste, and take 
the apparel and tbe borse, as 
tbon bast said, and do even so 
to Mordecai tbe Jew, that sit- 
teth at tbe king's gate: let 
nothing fail of all that tbon 
bast spoken. 

15 Then took Haman the 
apparel and tbe horse, and ar- 
rayed Mordecai, and bronght 
him on horseback throogh the 
street of the city, and pro- 
claimed before him. Thus shall 
it be done unto the man whom 
tbe king delighteth to honour. 
And Mordecai came ap:ain to 
the king's gate: but Haman 
basted to his house mourning, 
and having his bead covered. 

16 So the king and Haman 
came to banquet with Esther 
tbe queen. And tbe king said 
again unto Esther on the second 
day at the banquet of wine. 
What is thy petition, queen 
Esther ? and it sball be granted 
thee : and what is thy request ? 
and it shall be performed, even 
to the half of the kingdom. 

17 Then Esther the queen 
answered and said. If I have 
found favour in thy sight, O 
king, and if it please tbe king, 
let my life be given me at my 
petition, and my people at my 
request : for we are sold, I and 



my people, to be destroyed, to 
be skin, and to perish. Bat 
if we had been sold for bend- 
men and bondwomen, I bad 
held my tongne. 

1 8 Tben tbe king Abasaems 

'. answered and said nnto Esther 

j tbe queen. Who is be, and 

I where is he, that dnrst presume 

I in bis heart to do sol And 

I Esther said. The adversary and 

I enemy is this wicked Haman. 

I Then Haman was afraid before 

I the king and tbe queen. 

I 19 And tbe king arising 

from tbe banquet of wine in 

his wrath went into tbe palace 

garden : and Haman stood up 

to make request for bis life to 

Esther the queen : for he saw 

that there was evO determined 

against him by the king. 

20 Then the king returned 
out of the palace garden into 
the place of the banquet of 
wine ; and Harbonah, one of 
the chamberlains, said before 
the king, Behold also, the gal- 
lows fifty cubits high, which 
Haman bad made for Mordecai, 
who bad spoken good for the 
king, standeth in the house of 
Haman. Then the king said. 
Hang him thereon. So they 
hanged Haman on the gallows 
that he had prepared for Mor- 
decai. Then was the king's 
wrath pacified. 

21 On that day did the king 
Abasuerus give the bouse of 
Haman the Jews' enemy unto 
Esther the queen. And Mor- 
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decai came before the king: 
for Esther had told what he 
was unto her. And the king 
took off his ring, which he had 
taken from Haman, and gave 
it unto Mordecai. And Esther 
set Mordecai over the house of 
Haman. 

22 And Esther spake yet 
again before the king, and fell 
down at his feet, and besought 
him with tears to put away 
the mischief of Haman the 
Agagite, and his device that he 
had devised against the Jews. 

23 Then the king held out 
the golden sceptre toward 
Esther. So Esther arose, and 
stood before the king, and 
said, If it please the king, and 
if I have found favour in his 
sight, and the thing seem right 
before the king, and I be pleas- 
ing in his eyes, let it be written 
to reverse the letters devised 
by Haman the son of Ham- 
medatha the Agagite, which 
he wrote to destroy the Jews 
which are in all the king's 
provinces : for how can I en- 
dure to see the evil that shall 
come unto my people 1 or how 
can I endure to see the de- 
struction of my kindred 1 



24 Then the king Ahasuerus 
said unto Esther the queen 
and to Mordecai the Jew, Be- 
hold, I have given Esther the 
house of Haman, and him they 
have hanged upon the gallows, 
because he laid his hand upon 
the Jews. Write ye also for 
the Jews, as it liketh you, in 
the king's name, and seal it 
with the king's ring : for the 
writing which is written in the 
king's name, and sealed with 
the king's ring, may no man 
reverse. 

25 And Mordecai went out 
from the presence of the king 
in royal apparel of blue and 
white, and with a great crown 
of gold, and with a garment 
of fine linen and purple : and 
the city of Shushan rejoiced 
and was glad. The Jews had 
light, and gladness, and joy, 
and honour. 

26 And in every province, 
and in every city, whitherso- 
ever the king's commandment 
and his decree came, the Jews 
had joy and gladness, a feast 
and a good day. And many 
of the people of the land be- 
came Jews ; for the fear of the 
Jews fell upon them. 
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THE BOOK OF JOB. 

This Bock connitB chiefly of speeches made hy Job snd his friends, 
EUphsz, Bildid, Zophsr, and EUhn. The qnestioa debated in these 
speeches is whether misery in this world is a " judgment " from God, 
as the punishment for wron£-doin^. The translation, in " the author- 
ised version,** isoftoi very defective. 

feet and an upright man, one 
that feareth God and eschew- 
eth evil 1 

5 Then Satan answered the 
Lord, and Satan said. Doth 
Job fear Grod fornought 1 Hast 
not thou made a hedge aboat 
him, and about his house, and 
about aJl that he hath on every 
sidel thou hast blessed the 
work of his hands, and his 
substance is increased in the 
land. But put forth thy hand 
now, and touch all that he 
hath, and he will curse thee to 
thy face. 

6 And the Lord said unto 
Satan, Behold, all that he hath 
is in thy power; only upon 
himself put not forth thy 
hand. So Satan went forth 
from the presence of the Lord. 

7 And there was a day when 
his sons and his daughters were 
eating and drinking wine in 
their eldest brother's house: 
and there came a messenger 
unto Job, and said. The oxen 
were plo wing,and the asses feed- 
ing beside them : and the Sa- 
becms fell upon them, and took 



1 Thebe was a man in the 
land of XJz, whose name was 
Job; and that man was per- 
fect and upright, and one that 
feared Ood,and eschewed^ evil. 
And there were bom unto him 
seven sons and three daughters. 

2 His substance also was 
seven thousand sheep, and 
three thousand camels, and five 
hundred yoke of oxen, and five 
hundred she asses, and a very 
great household; so that this 
man was the greatest of all the 
men of the east. 

3 Now there was a day when 
the sons of God came to pre- 
sent themselves before the 
Lord, and Satan came also 
among them.^ 

4 And the Lord said unto 
Satan, Whence comest thou? 
Then Satan answered the Lord, 
and said. From going to and 
fro in the earth, and from 
walking up and down in it 
And the Lord said unto Satan, 
Hast thou considered my ser- 
vant Job, that there is none 
like him in the earth, a per- 



^ Or, avoided, 

* "The sons of God " must mean the " mihistering spirits " who, in 
the New Testament, are described as ** sent forth " by God. " Satan " 
may here only mean an adversary^ or a testing spirit. 



( 153 ) 



them away; yea, they have 
slain the servants with the 
edge of the sword ; and I only 
am escaped alone to tell thee. 

8 While he was yet speak- 
ing, there came also another, 
and said, The fire of God is 
fallen from heaven, and hath 
burned up the sheep, and the 
servants, and consumed them ; 
and I only am escaped to tell 
thee. 

9 While he was yet speak- 
ing, there came also another, 
and said. The Chaldeans made 
out three bands, and fell upon 
the camels, and have carried 
them away, yea, and slain the 
servants with the edge of the 
sword; and I only am escaped 
alone to tell thee. 

10 While he was yet speak- 
ing, there came also another, 
and said. Thy sons and thy 
daughters were eating and 
drinking wine in their eldest 
brother's house: and, behold, 
-there came a great wind from 
the wilderness, and smote the 
four comers of the house, and 
it fell upon the young men, 
and they are dead; and I only 
am escaped alone to tell thee. 

11 Then Job arose, and rent 
his mantle, and shaved his 
head, and fell down upon the 
ground, and worshipped, and 
said, Naked came I out of my 
mother's womb, and naked 
shall I return thither : the Lord 
gave, and the Lord hath taken 
away ; blessed be the name of 

11 



the Lord. In all this Job 
sinned not, nor charged God 
foolishly. 

12 Again there was a day 
when the sons'of God came to 
present themselves before the 
Lord, and Satan came also 
among them to present himself 
before the Lord. 

13 And the Lord said unto 
Satan, From whence comest 
thou? And Satan answered 
the Lord, and said. From going 
to and fro in the earth, and 
from walking up and down in 
it. 

14 And the Lord said unto 
Satan, Hast thou considered 
my servant Job, that there is 
none like him in the earth, a 
perfect and an upright man, 
one that feareth God, and es- 
cheweth evil? and still he 
holdeth fast bis integrity, 
although thou movedst me 
against him, to destroy him 
without cause. 

15 And Satan answered the 
Lord, and said, Skin for skin, 
yea, all that a man hath will 
he give for his life. But put 
forth thy hand now, and 
touch his bone and his flesh, 
and he will curse thee to thy 
face. And the Lord said unto 
Satan, Behold, he is in thy 
hand ; but save his life. 

16 So went Satan forth 
from the presence of the Lord, 
and smote Job with sore boils 
from the sole of his foot unto 
his crown. And he took him 
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a potsherd} to scrape himself 
withal; and he sat down 
among the ashes. 

17 Then said his wife unto 
him, Dost thoa still retain 
thine integrity] curse God, 
and die. Bat he said unto 
her, Thou speakest as one of 
the foolish women speaketh. 
What) shall we receive good 
at the hand of God, and shall 
we not receive evil) In all 
this did not Job sin with his 
lips. 



2. 

1 Now when Job's three 
friends heard of all this evil 
that was come upon him, thej 
came every one from his own 
place; Eliphaz the Temanite, 
and Bildad the Shuhite, and 
Zophar the Naamathite : for 
they had made an appointment 
together to come to mourn 
with him and to comfort him. 

2 And when they lifted up 
their eyes afar off, and knew 
him not,2 they lifted up their 
voice, and wept ; and they rent 
every one his mantle, and 
sprinkled dust upon their 
heads toward heaven. 

3 So they sat down with 
him upon the ground seven 
days and seven nights, and 
none spake a word unto him : 



for they saw that his grief was 
very great. 

4 After this opened Job his 
mouth, and curaed his day. 
And Job spake, and said. Let 
the day perish wherein I was 
bom. Let that day be dark- 
ness; let not God regard it 
from above, neither let the 
light shine upon it Let dark- 
ness and the shadow of death 
stain it; let a cloud dwell 
upon it. As for that night, let 
darkness seize upon it ; let it 
not be joined unto the days of 
the year, let it not come into 
the number of the months. 
Lo, let that night be solitary, 
let no joyful voice come therein. 

5 Then Eliphaz the Tema- 
nite answered and said. If we 
assay^ to commune with thee, 
wilt thou be grieved? but who 
can withhold himself from 
speaking ? 

6 Behold, thou hast in- 
structed many, and thou hast 
strengthened the weak hands. 
Thy words have upholden him 
that was fallen, and thou hast 
strengthened the feeble knees ; 
but now it is come upon thee, 
and thou faintest : it toucheth 
thee, and thou art troubled. 

7 Kemember, I pray thee, 
whoever perished, being inno- 
cent ? or where were the right- 
eous cut off) Even as I have 



^ An old English word. Sherd is a fragment. 
a broken pot. 
' He having been pointed out to them. 
> Or e88ay, attempt. 



Potsherd is a piece of 
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seen, they that plow iniquity, 
and sow wickedness, reap the 
same. 

8 Bat Job answered and 
said, Oh that my griefs were 
throughly weighed, and my 
calamity laid in the balances 
together: for now it would be 
heavier than the sand of the 
sea : therefore my words are 
swallowed up.2 For the arrows 
of the Almighty are within me, 
the poison whereof drinketh 
up my spirit: the terrors of 
God do set themselves in array 
against ma 

9 Oh that I might have my 
request ; and that God would 
grant me the thing that I long 
for ! even that it would please 
God to destroy me; that he 
would let loose his hand, and 
cut me off! Then should I 
yet have comfort ; yea, I would 
harden myself in sorrow; let 
him not spare : for I have not 
concealed the words of the 
Holy One.^ 

10 What is my strength, 
that I should hope ) and what 
is my end, that I should pro- 
long my life 1 Is my strength 
the strength of stones? or is 
my flesh of brass ) Is not my 
help in me?^ and is wisdom 



driven quite from met To 
him that is afflicted pity should 
be shewed from his friend ; but 
he forsaketh the fear of the 
Almighty. . My brethren have 
dealt deceitfully as a brook, 
and, as the stream of brooks, 
they pass away. 

11 Then answered Bildad 
the Shuhite, and said. How 
long wilt thou speak these 
things ) and how long shall the 
words of thy mouth be like h 
strong wind 1 Doth God per- 
vert judgment] or doth the 
Almighty pervert justice? 

12 If thy children have 
sinned against him, and he 
have cast them away for their 
transgression; if thou wouldest 
seek unto God betimes, and 
make thy supplication to the 
Almighty; if thou wert pure 
and upright, surely now he 
would awake for thee, and 
make the habitation of thy 
righteousness prosperous. 

13 Though thy beginniug 
was small, yet thy latter end 
should greatly increase; for 
enquire, I pray thee, of the 
former age, and prepare thy- 
self to the search of their 
fathers: (for we are but of 
yesterday, and know nothing, 



^ "Grief" should probably be complaining, 

' Or, excited. The meaning is — Oh that my complaining were weighed 
against my calamity. Then would it be found that my misery out- 
weighed my complaining. Therefore my words are excited. 

' The meaning is, that even in being destroyed he would have this 
comfort, that he had not denied the words of God. 

* Or, gone from me. 
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becatue oar dajn npon earth 
are a shadow :) shall not thej 
teach thee, and tell thee, and 
ntter words oat of their heart t 

14 Can the rash grow ap 
withoat mire! can the flag 
grow withoat water 1 Whilst 
it is yet in his greenness, and 
not cat down, it withereth 
before anj other herb. So are 
the paths of all that forget 
Ood ; and the hypocrite's hope 
shall perish : whose hope shall 
be cat off, and whose trast 
shall be a spider's web. He 
shall lean npon his house, but 
it shall not stand: he shall 
hold it fast, but it shall not 
endure. 

15 Behold, Ood will not cast 
away a perfect man, neither 
will he help the evil doers: 
till he fill thy mouth with 
laughing, and thy lips with 
rejoicing. They that hate thee 
shall be clothed with shame ; 
and the dwelling place of the 
wicked shall come to nought.^ 

16 Then Job answered and 
said, I know it is so of a truth : 
but how should man be just 
with Qod 1 If he will contend 
with him, he cannot answer 
him one of a thousand. He 
is wise in heart, and mighty in 
strength : who hath hardened 
himself against him, and hath 
prospered? 



17 Lo, he goeth by me, and 
I see him not : he passeth on 
also, bat I perceive him not. 
Behold, he taketh away, who 
can hinder him 1 who will say 
unto him. What doest thou t 

18 Then answered Zophar 
the Naamathite, and said, 
Thoa hast said. My doctrine is 
pure, and I am clean in thine 
eyes. Bat oh that God would 
speak, and open his lips against 
thee : and that he would shew 
thee the secrets of wisdom, 
that thev are doable to that 
which isl^ Know therefore 
that God exacteth of thee less 
than thine iniquity deserveth. 

19 Canst thou by searching 
find out God t canst thou find 
out the Almighty unto perfec- 
tion 1 It is as high as heaven, 
what canst thou dot deeper 
than hell, what canst thou 
know? The measure thereof 
\a longer than the earth, and 
broader than the sea. If he 
cut off, and shut up, or gather 
together, then who can hinder 
himt For he knoweth vain 
men : he seeth wickedness also ; 
will he not then consider it? 



3. 

1 And Job answered and 
said, No doubt but ye are the 
people, and wisdom shall die 
with you. I am as one mocked 



^ Or, whm he shall <U thy mouth wUh laughing, and thg Up9 wUh re- 
Joiemg, they that hcUe thee ehcdl, etc, 

• Or, that thMTt are/olde wUhin^fi>ld8 o/U. 
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of his neighbour, who calleth 
upon God, and he answereth 
him : the just upright man is 
laughed to ecom. The taber- 
nacles of robbei*8 prosper, and 
they that provoke God are 
secure ; into whose hand God 
bringeth abundantly. 

2 But ask now the beasts, 
and they shall teach thee ; and 
the fowls of the air, and they 
shall tell thee : or speak to the 
earth, and it shall teach thee ; 
and the fishes of the sea shall 
declare unto thee. Who know- 
eth not in all these that the 
hand of the Lord hath wrought 
thisi 

3 Hold your peace, let me 
alone, that I may speak, and 
let come on me what will. 
Wherefore do I take my flesh 
in my teeth, and put my life 
in my hand? Though he 
slay me, yet will I trust in 
him; but I will maintain 
mine own ways before him.^ 
He also shall be my salvation : 
for a hypocrite shall not come 
before him. 

4 Hear diligently my speech, 
and my declaration with your 
ears. Behold now, I have or- 
dered my cause ; I know that 
I shall be justified. 

5 Who is he that will 
plead with me 1 for now, if I 
hold my tongue, I shall give 



up the ghost Only do not 
two things unto me: then will 
I not hide myself from thee. 
Withdraw thy hand far from 
me : and ' let not thy dread 
make me afraid. Then call 
thou, and I will answer: or let 
me speak, and answer thou me. 

6 How many are mine 
iniquities and sins ? make me 
to know my transgression and 
my sin. . Wherefore hidest 
thou thy face, and boldest me 
for thine enemy t Wilt thou 
break a leaf driven to and fro? 
and wilt thou pursue the dry 
stubble) For thou writest 
bitter things against me, and 
makest me to possess the ini- 
quities of my youth. 

7 My face is foul with 
weeping, and on my eyelids ia 
the shadow of death ; not for 
any injustice in my hands : 
also my prayer is pure. O 
earth, cover not thou my blood, 
and let my cry have no place.^ 

8 Also now, behold, my 
witness is in heaven, and my 
record is &n high. My friends 
scorn me ; but mine eye pour- 
eth out tears unto God. O 
that one might plead for a man 
with God, as a man pleadeth 
for bis neighbour! When a 
few years are come, then I 
shall go the way whence I shall 
not return. 



1 The proper readiog la probably, He may «lay me, I Iiave no hope, 
yet, even to M%fact, wiu T maintain my ways. 

* It is an old saperstition that the earth will not suffer innocent blood 
to disappear. '* Ko place " means no pUice of rest. 
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9 Oh that I knew where I 
might find him ; that I might 
come even to his seat ! I 
would order my cause before 
him, and fill my mouth with 
arguments. I would know the 
words which he would answer 
me, and understand what he 
would say unto me. Will he 
])lead against me with his great 
powerl No ; but he would put 
strength in me. 

10 Behold, I go forward, 
but he is not there ; and back- 
ward, but I cannot perceive 
him : on the left hand, where 
he doth work, but I cannot 
behold him : he hideth himself 
on the right hand, that I can- 
not see him : but he knoweth 
the way that I take: when he 
hath tried me, I shall come 
forth as gold. 

11 My foot hath held his 
steps, his way have I kept, 
and not declined ; neither 
have I gone back from the 
commandment of his lips. I 
have esteemed the. words of 
his mouth more than my neces- 
sary food. But he is in one 
mind, and who can turn him ? 
and what his soul desireth, 
even that he doth. 



4. 
1 Where shall wisdom be 
found ? and where is the place 
of understanding 1 Man know- 



eth not the price thereof; 
neither is it found in the land 
of the living. 

2 The depth saith. It is not 
in me : and the sea saith, It is 
not with me. It cannot be 
gotten for gold, neither shall 
silver be weighed for the price 
thereof. It cannot be valued 
with the gold of Ophir, with 
the precious onyx, or the sap- 
phire. 

3 The gold and the crystal 
cannot equal it : and the ex- 
change of it shall not be for 
jewels of fine gold. No men- 
tion shall be made of cor^l, or 
of pearls : for the price of wis- 
dom is above rubies. The topaz 
of Ethiopia shall not equal it, 
neither shall it be valued with 
pure gold. Whence then 
cometh wisdom ? and where is 
the place of understanding? 
seeing it is hid from the eyes 
of all living, and kept close 
from the fowls of the air. 

4 God understandeth the 
way thereof, and he knoweth 
the place thereof. For he 
looketh to the ends of the 
earth, and seeth under the 
whole heaven; to make the 
weight for the winds ; and he 
weigheth the waters by mea- 
sure. ^ 

5 When he made a decree 
for the rain, and a way for the 
lightning of the thunder, then 



^ What is here indicated is that the force of the wind is decreed, and 
that the water limits are determined. 
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did he see it, and declare it 3 
lie prepared it, yea, and searched 
it out. And unto man he said, 
Behold, the fear of the Lord, 
that is wisdom ; and to depart 
from evil is understanding. 



5. 

1 Moreover Job continued 
his parable, and said. Oh that 
I were as in months past, as 
in the days when God preserved 
me; when his candle shined 
upon my head, and when by 
his light I walked through 
darkness ; as I was in the days 
of my youth, when the secret 
of God was upon my taber- 
nacle; when the Almighty 
was yet with me, when my 
children were about me ; when 
I went out to the gate through 
the city, when I prepared my 
seat in the street ! ^ 

2 The young men saw me, 
and hid themselves: and the 
aged arose, and stood up. The 
princes refrained talking, and 
laid their hand on their mouth. 
The nobles held their peace, 
and their tongue cleaved to 
the roof of their mouth. 

3 When the ear heard me, 
then it blessed me ; and when 
the eye saw me, it gave witness 
to me; because I delivered 
the poor that cried, and the 
fatherless, and him that had 



none to help him. The bless- 
ing of him that was ready to 
perish came upon me : and I 
caused the widow's heart to 
sing for joy. 

4 I put on righteousness, 
and it clothed me : my judg- 
ment was as a robe and a dia- 
dem. I was eyes to the blind, 
and feet was I to the lame. 
I was a father to the poor: and 
the cause which I knew not I 
searched out. And I brake 
the jaws of the wicked, and 
plucked the spoil out of his 
teeth. 

5 Then I said, I shall die 
in my nest, and I shall mul- 
tiply my days as the sand. My 
root was spread out by the 
waters, and the dew lay *all 
night upon my branch. My 
glory was fresh in me, and my 
bow was renewed in my hand. 

6 Unto me men gave ear, 
and waited and kept silence 
at my counsel. After my words 
they spake not again ; and my 
speech dropped upon them. 
And they waited for me as for 
the rain ; and they opened 
their mouth wide as for the 
latter rain. 

7 If I laughed^ on' them, 
they believed it not ;^ and the 
light of my countenance they 
cast not down. I chose out 
their way and sat chief, and 
dwelt as a king in the army, 



^ It was the custom to fix the place of judgment in the public street. 
^ Or, smiled. ' As though it were too great an honour. 
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BM one that oomfortetli tbe 
monmem 

8 Bat' now they that are 
jotinger than I have me in 
derision, whose fathers I would 
have disdained to have set with 
the dogs of my flock. And 
now am I their song, yea, I am 
their byword. They abhor me, 
they flee far from me, and spare 
not to spit in my face. 

9 Because he hath loosed 
my cord, and afflicted me, they 
have also let loose tbe bridle 
before me. Upon my right 
hand rise the youth ; they push 
away my feet, and they raise 
np against me the ways of their 
destruction. They mar my 
path, they set forward my cala- 
mity. 

10 They came upon me as 
a wide breaking in of waters ; 
in the desolation they rolled 
themselves upon me. Terrors 
are turned upon me : they pur- 
sue my soul as the wind : and 
my welfare passeth away as a 
cloud. And now my soul is 
poured out upon me : the days 
of affliction have taken hold 
upon me. 

11 Doth not he see my ways, 
and count all my steps 1 If I 
have walked with vanity, or if 
my foot hath hasted to deceit, 
let me be weighed in an even 
balance, that God may know 
mine integrity. 

12 If my step hath turned 
out of the way, and my heart 
walked after mine eyes, and if 



any Uot hath deaved to my 
handsy then let me sow, and 
let another eat; yea, let my 
offspring be rooted onL 

13 If I have withheld the 
poor from their desire, or have 
caused the eyes of the widow 
to fail, or have eaten my mor- 
sel myself alone, and the father- 
less hath not eaten thereof; if 
I have seen any perish for want 
of clothing, or any poor with- 
out covering; if his loins have 
not blessed me, and if he were 
not warmed with the fleece of 
my sheep; if I have lifted up 
my hand against the fatherless, 
when I saw my help in the 
gate; then let mine arm fall 
from my shoulder blade, and 
mine arm be broken from the 
bone. 

14 So these three men ceased 
to answer Job, because he was 
righteous in his own eyes. 



6. 

1 Then the Lord answered 
Job out of the whirlwind, and 
said, Who is this that darken- 
eth counsel by words without 
knowledge 9 Gird up now thy 
loins like a man; for I will 
demand of thee, and answer 
thou me. 

2 Where wast thou when 
I laid the foundations of 
the earth ? declare, if thou 
hast understanding. Who hath 
laid the measures thereof, if 
thou knowest? or who hath 
stretched the line upon iti 
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Whereupoa are the foanda- 
tions thereof fastened t or who 
laid the comer stone thereof; 
when the morning stars sang 
together, and all the. sons of 
God shouted for jojl — when 
I made the cload the gar- 
ment thereof, and thick dark- 
ness a swaddling - band for 
it, and brake up for it my 
decreed place, and set bars and 
doors, and said. Hitherto shalt 
thou come, but no further: 
and here shall thy proud waves 
be stayed t 

3 Hast thou commanded 
the morning since thy days, 
and caused the dayspring to 
know his place; hast thou 
entered into the springs of the 
sea? or hast thou walked in 
the search ^ of the depth 1 

4 Have the gates of death 
been opened unto theel or 
hast thou seen the doors of the 
shadow of death 1 Hast thou 
perceived the breadth of the 
earth) declare if thou knowest 
it all. Canst thou bind the 
sweet influences of Pleiades,^ 
or loose the bands of Orion? 
Canst thou bring forth Maz- 
zaroth^ in his season? or canst 
thou guide Aroturus^ with his 
sons 1 Canst thou lift up thy 
voice to the clouds, that abund- 
ance of waters may cover thee ? 

5 Moreover the Lord an- 



swered Job, and said. Shall he 
that contendeth with the Al- 
mighty instruct him 9 he thatre- 
proveth God, let him answer it. 

6 Then Job answered the 
Lord, and said, Behold, I ^m 
vile; what shall I answer thee 9 
I will lay my hand upon my 
mouth. Once have I spoken; 
but I will not answer: yea, 
twice; but I will proceed no 
further. 

7 Then answered the Lord 
unto Job out of the whirlwind, 
and said, Gird up thy loins 
now like a man : I will demand 
of thee, and declare thou unto 
ma Wilt thou also disannul 
my judgment) wilt thou con- 
demn me, that thou mayest be 
righteous) 

8 Hast thou an arm like 
God) or canst thou thunder 
with a voice like him ) Deck 
thyself now with majesty and 
excellency; and array thyself 
with glory and beauty. 

9 Cast abroad the rage of 
thy wrath : and behold every 
one that is proud, and abase 
him. Look on every one that 
is proud, and bring him low ; 
and tread down the wicked in 
their place. Hide them in the 
dust together ; and bind their 
faces iu secret. Then will I 
also confess unto thee that thy 
own right hand can save thee. 



^ Or, secret pkice, 

* Or, Canst thou link the bands of the Pleiades (a starry cluster). 



The Bear. 
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10 Then Job taaamenA the 
Lordy and Mud, I know thst 
thoa canst do ereij thing, and 
that no thought can be wHh- 
holden from thee. Who is he 
that hideth ooonsel withont 
knowledge t therefore have I 
uttered that I understood not : 
things too wonderfol for me, 
which I knew not 

11 Hear, I beseech thee, 
and I will speak: I will de- 
mand of thee, and declare then 
unto me. I hare heard of 
thee bj the hearing of the ear, 
bat now mine eje seeth thee. 
Wherefore I abhor mjself, 
and repent in dost and ashes. 

12 And the Lord tamed 
the captivit J of Job : also the 
Lord gave Job twice as much 



ashehadbefixe. Thencame 
there onto him all his brethren, 
and all his sislen, and all they 
that had beoi of his acquaint- 
ance before, and did eat bread 
with him in his house: and 
they bemoaned him, and com- 
forted him over all the evil that 
the Lord had brought upon 
him : every man also gave him 
a piece of money, and every 
one an earring^ of gold. So 
the Lord blessed the latter end 
of Job more than his begin- 
ning. 

13 After this lived Job a 
handred and forty years, and 
saw his sons, and his sons' 
sons, even four generations. 
So Job died, being old and 
fall of days. 



THE BOOK OF PSALMS. 

The "Psalms'' are really Hebrew hymns and devout patriotic songs, 
to which, in general, the name of Ivric poetry may oe ffiven. They 
were written by various persons, during a period probably of 800 
years, from about 1000 to 200 years b.c. These poems are either 
pious national sonffs, hymns of aaoration and trust, psalms relating to 
Zion and the temple, exile songs, personal poems of joy and sorrow, 
or psalms of aspiration, thanksgiving, and religious emotion. It is 
doubtful whether David wrote any of the psalms, though he doubt- 
less made the first collection or ordered it to be made. 

L 

1 Blbssbd is the man that 
walketh not in the counsel of 
the ungodly, nor standeth in 
the way of sinners, nor sitteth 
in the seat of the scornful. 
Bat his delight is in the law 



of the Lord, and in his law 
doth he meditate day and 
night. 

2 And he shall be like a 
tree planted by the rivers of 
water, that bringeth fortb bis 
fruit in his season; his leaf 



^ Or, ring. 
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also shall not wither, and 
whatsoever he doeth shall 
prosper. 

3 The ungodly are not so, 
but are like the chaff which 
the wind driveth away. There- 
fore the ungodly shall not 
stand in the judgment, nor 
sinners in the congregation of 
the righteous. For the Lord 
kfioweth the way of the right- 
eous, but the way of the un- 
godly shall perish. 



2. 

1 Why do the heathen rage, 
and the people imagine a vain 
thing? 

2 The kings of the earth set 
themselves, and the rulers take 
counsel together, against the 
Lord, and against his anointed,^ 
saying. Let us break their 
bands asunder, and cast away 
their cords from ua 

3 He that sitteth in the 
heavens shall laugh : the Lord 
shall have them in derision. 
Then shall he speak unto them 
in his wrath, and vex them in 
his sore displeasure. Yet have 
I set my king upon my holy 
hill of Zion. 

4 I will declare the decree : 
the Lord hath said unto me. 
Thou art my Son ; this day 
have I begotten thee. 

6 Ask of me, and I shall 



give thee the heathen for thine 
inheritance, and the uttermost 
parts of the earth for thy pos- 
session. Thou shalt break 
them with a rod of iron ; thou 
shalt dash them in pieces like 
a potter's vessel. 

6 Be wise now therefore, 
O ye kings : be instructed, ye 
judges of the earth. Serve the 
Lord with fear, and rejoice 
with trembling. Kiss the Son^ 
lest he be angry, and ye peris li 
from the way, when his wrath 
is kindled but a little. Blessed 
are all they that put their 
trust in him. 



3. 

1 Lord, how are they in- 
creased that trouble me ! many 
are they that rise up against 
me. Many there be which say 
of my soul, There is no help 
for him in God. 

2 But thou, O Lord, art a 
shield for me ; my glory, and 
the lifter up of my head. 

3 I cried unto the Lord 
with my voice, and he heard 
me out of his holy hill. I laid 
me down and slept; I awaked, 
for the Lord sustained ma 

4 I will not be afraid of 
ten thousands of people that 
have set themselves against me 
round about. Salvation be- 



^ The poet is, perhaps, himself the "anointed " king : probably Solo- 
mon. The latter part of the psahn clearly indicates that the advance 
and triumph of the Jewish nation are the subject of the poet's song. 

' '* Kiss the Son " might, perhaps, be better rendered by Beware. 
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loogeth unto the Lord: thy 
blessing is upon thy peopla 



1 Hear me when I call^ O 
Ood of my righteousness : then 
hast enlarged me when I was 
in distress ; have mercy upon 
me, and hear my prayer. 

2 O ye sons c^ men, how 
long will ye turn my glory into 
shame ? how long will ye love 
vanity, and seek after leasing) ^ 

3 But know that the Lord 
hath set apart him that is godly 
for himself: the Lord will hear 
when I call unto him. 

4 Stand in awe, and sin not: 
commune with your own heart 
upon your bed, and .be still. 
Offer the sacrifices of righteous- 
ness, and put your trust in the 
Lord. 

5 There be many that say, 
Who will show us any good 1 
Lord, lift thou up the light of 
thy countenance upon us. 

6 Thou hast put gladness in 
my heart, more than in the 
time that their com and their 
wine increased. 

7 I will both lay me down 
in peace, and sleep : for thou. 
Lord, only makest me dwell 
in safety. 



6. 
1 Give ear to my words, O 
Lord, consider my meditation. 
Hearken unto the voice of my 



cry, my King, and my €U>d : 
for onto thee will I pray. 

2 My voice shalt thou hear 
in the morning, O Lord; in 
the morning will I direct my 
prayer unto thee, and will hxk. 
up. For thou sxt not a Gkxi 
that hath pleasure in wicked- 
ness : neither shall evil dwell 
with thee. 

3 The foolish shall not stand 
in thy sight: thou hatest all 
workers of iniquity. But as 
for me, I will come into thy 
house in the multitude of thy 
mercy; and in thy fear will 
I worship toward thy holy 
temple. 

4 Lead me, O Lord, in thy 
righteousness because of mine 
enemies; make thy way straight 
before my face. 

5 Let all those that put 
their trust in thee rejoice : let 
them ever shout for joy, be- 
cause thou defendest them : let 
them also that love thy name 
be joyful in thee. For thou. 
Lord, wilt bless the righteous ; 
with favour wilt thou compass 
him as with a shield. 



6. 

1 O Lord our Lord, how 
excellent is thy name in all 
the earth ! who hast set thy 
glory above the heavens. Out 
of the mouths of babes and 
sucklings hast thou ordained 
strength because of thine ene- 



^ An old English word tor falsehood or lying. 
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mies, that thou mightest still 
the enemy and the avenger. 

2 When I consider thy hea- 
vens, the work of thy fingers, 
the moon and the stars which 
thou hast ordained; what is 
man, that thou art mindful of 
him f and the son of man, that 
thou visitest him ) For thou 
hast made him a little lower 
than the angels, and hast 
crowned him with glory and 
honour. 

3 Thou madest him to have 
dominion over the works of 
thy hands ; thou hast put all 
things under his feet, all sheep 
and oxen, yea, and the beasts 
of the field, the fo^l of the 
air, and the fish of the sea, and 
whatsoever passeth through 
the paths of the seas. 

4 O Lord our Lord, how 
excellent is thy name in all 
the earth ! 



7. 

1 Hear the right, O Lord, 
attend unto my cry, give ear 
unto my prayer, that goeth 
not out of feigned lips. Let 
my sentence come forth from 
thy presence; let thine eyes 
behold the things that are 
equal. 

2 Thouhast proved my heart; 
thou hast visited me in the 
night ; thou hast tried me, and 
shalt find nothing ; I am pur- 



posed that my mouth shall not 
transgress. 

3 Concerning the works of 
men,^ by the word of thy lips 
I have kept me from the paths 
of the destroyer. Hold up my 
goings in thy paths, that my 
footsteps slip not. 

4 I have called upon thee, 
for thou wilt hear me, O Crod : 
incline thine ear unto me, and 
hear my speech. Shew thy 
marvellous loving kindness, O 
thou that savest by the right 
hand them which put their 
trust in thee, from those that 
rise up against them. 

5 Keep me as the apple of 
the eye, hide me under the 
shadow of thy wings, from the 
wicked that oppress me, from 
my deadly enemies who com- 
pass me about. 

6 As for me, I will behold 
thy face in righteousness: I 
shall be satisfied, when I awake 
with thy likeness. 



8. 

1 The heavens declare the 
glory of God ; and the firma- 
ment sheweth his handywork. 
Day unto day uttereth speech , 
and night unto night sheweth 
knowledge. 

2 There is no speech nor 
language, where their voice is 
not heard. Their line is gone 
out through all the earth,^ and 



^ Or, Aafor my work aa a man, 

' Or, No speeM, no toords, no voice heard, yet has its strain been pro* 
Umged throughout the earth, dfc. 
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their words to the end of the 
world. 

3 In them hath he set a 
tabernacle for the son, which 
IB as a bridegroom coming oat 
of his chamber, and rejoioeth 
as a strong man to ran a race. 

4 His going forth is from 
the end of the heaven, and his 
circuit onto the ends of it ; and 
there is nothing hid from the 
heat thereof. 

5 The law of the Lord is 
perfect, converting the soul: 
the testimony of the Lord is 
sure, making wise the simple : 
the statutes of the Lord are 
right, rejoicing the heart : the 
commandment of the Lord is 
pure, enlightening the eyes: 
the fear of the Lord is clean, 
enduring for ever : the judg- 
ments- of the Lord are true 
and righteous altogether. 

6 More to be desired are 
they than gold, yea, than much 
fine gold: sweeter also than 
honey and the honeycomb. 
Moreover by them is thy ser- 
vant warned : and in keeping 
of them there is great reward. 

7 Who can understand hi^ 
errors? cleanse thou me from 
secret faults. Keep back thy 
servant also from presump- 
tuous sins ; let them not have 
dominion over me : then shall 
I be upright, and I shall be 
innocent from the great trans- 
gression. 

8 Let the words of my 
mouth, and the meditation of 



my heart, be acceptable in thy 
sight, O Lord, my strength 
and my redeemer. 

9. 

1 Thb Lord is my shepherd ; 
I shall not want He maketh 
me to lie down in green pas- 
tures: he leadeth me beside 
the still waters. 

2 He restoreth my soul : he 
leadeth me in the paths of 
righteousness for his name's 
sake. Tea, though I walk 
through the valley of the sha- 
dow of death, I will fear no 
evil: for thou art with me; 
thy rod and thy staff they 
comfort ma 

3 Thou preparest a table 
before me in the presence of 
mine enemies : thou anointest 
my head with oil; my> cup 
runneth over. 

4 Surely goodness and mercy 
shall follow me all the days of 
my life, and I will dwell in 
the house of the Lord for ever. 



10. 

1 The earth is the Lord's, 
and the fulness thereof; the 
world, and tliey that dwell 
therein: for he hath founded 
it upon the seas, and estab- 
lished it upon the floods. 

2 Who shall ascend into the 
hill of the Lord ? or who shall 
stand in his holy place 1 He 
that hath clean hands and a 
pure heart; who hath not 
lifted up his soul unto vanity, 
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nor sworn deceitfully. He 
shall receive the blessing from 
the Lord, and righteousness 
from the God of his salvation. 

3 This is the generation of 
them that seek him, that seek 
thy face, O Jacob.^ 

4 Lift up your heads, O ye 
gates; and be ye lift up, ye 
everlasting doors, and the 
King of glory shall come in. 
"Who is this King of glory 1 
The Lord strong and mighty, 
the Lord mighty in battle. 

5 Lift up your heads, O ye 
gates; even lift them up, ye 
everlasting doors, and the 
King of glory shall come in. 
Who is this King of glory] 
The Lord of hosts, he is the 
King of glory. 



11. 

1 TJnto thee, O Lord, do I 
lift up my soul. O my God, 
I trust in thee : let me not be 
ashamed, let not mine enemies 
triumph over me. Yea, let 
none that wait on thee be 
ashamed : let them be ashamed 
wh ich transgress without cause. 

2 Shew me thy ways, O 
Lord; teach me thy paths. 
Lead me in thy truth, and 
teach me; for thou art the 
God of my salvation : on thee 
do I wait all the day. 

3 Remember, O Lord, thy 
tender mercies and thy loving- 
kindnesses, for they have been 



ever of old. Remember not 
the sins of my youth, nor my 
transgressions : according to 
thy mercy remember me for 
thy goodnei^' sake, O Lord. 

4 Good and upright is the 
Lord ; therefore will he teach 
sinners in the way. The meek 
will he guide in judgment, and 
the meek will he teach his 
way. 

5 All the paths of the Lord 
are mercy and truth unto such 
as keep his covenant and his 
testimonies. For thy name's 
sake, O Lord, pardon mine 
iniquity ; for it is great. 

6 What man is he that fear- 
eth the Lord? him shall he 
teach in the way that he shall 
choose. His soul shall dwell 
at ease, and his seed shall in- 
herit the earth. 

7 The secret of the Lord is 
with them that fear him ; and 
he will shew them his cove- 
nant. Mine eyes are ever to- 
ward the Lord; for he shall 
pluck my feet out of the net. 

8 Turn thee unto me, and 
have mercy upon me; for I 
am desolate and afELicted. The 
troubles of my heart are en- 
larged : O bring thou me out 
of my distresses. Look upon 
mine affliction and my pain, 
and forgive all my sins. 

9 Consider mine enemies, 
for they are many, and they 
hate me with cruel hatred. O 



1 Or, Jacob's God, 
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keep my soal, and deliver me : 
let me not be ashamed, for I 
put my trust in thee. Let 
integrity and uprightness pre- 
Borve me, for I wait on thee. 
Redeem Israel, O God, out of 
all his troubles. 



12. 

1 The Lord is my light and 
my salvation, whom shall I 
fear t the Lord is the strength 
of my life, of whom shall I be 
afraid ? 

2 When the wicked, even 
mine enemies and my foes, 
came upon me to eat up my 
flesh, they stumbled and fell. 

3 Though a host should en- 
camp against me, my heart 
shall not fear: though war 
should rise against me, in this 
will I be confident. 

4 . One thing have I desired 
of the Lord, that will I seek 
after; that I may dwell in the 
house of the Lord all the days 
of my life, to behold the beauty 
of the Lord, and to enquire in 
his temple. 

5 For in the time of trouble 
he shall hide me in his pavilion: 
in the secret of his tabernacle 
shall he hide me, he shall set 
me up upon a rook. 

6 And now shall my head 
be lifted up above mine ene- 
mies round about me : there- 
fore will I ojffer in his taber- 
nacle sacrifices of joy, I will 
sing, yea, I will sing praises 
unto the Lord. 



7 Hear, O Lord, when I cry 
with my voice : have mercy 
also upon me, and answer me. 
When thou saidst, Seek ye my 
face ; my heart said unto thee, 
Thy face, Lord, will I seek. 

8 Hide not thy face fax 
&om me ; put not thy servant 
away in anger: thou hast been 
my help; leave me not, neither 
forsake me, O God of my sal-' 
vation. 

9 When my father and my 
mother forsake me, then the 
Lord will take me up. 

10 Teach me thy way, O 
Lord, and lead me in a plain 
path, because of mine enemies. 
Deliver me not over unto the 
will of mine enemies; for false 
witnesses are risen up against 
me, and such as breathe out 
cruelty. 

Ill had fainted, unless I 
had believed to see the good- 
ness of the Lord in the land 
of the living. 

12 Wait on the Lord: be 
of good courage, and he shall 
strengthen thy heart: wait, 
I say, on the Lord. 



13. 

1 I WILL bless the Lord at 
all times: his praise shall con- 
tinually be in my mouth. My 
soul shall make her boast in 
the Lord : the humble shall 
hear thereof and be glad. 

2 O magnify the Lord with 
me, and let us exalt his name 
together. 
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3 I sought the Lord, and 
he heard me, and delivered me 
from all my fears. They looked 
unto him, and were lightened; 
and their faces were not 
ashamed. This poor man cried, 
and the Lord heard him, and 
saved him out of all his troubles. 

4 The angel of the Lord en- 
campeth roundabout them that 
fear hint, and delivereth them. 
O taste and see that the Lord 
is good : blessed is the man 
that trusteth in him. 

5 O fear the Lord, ye his 
saints : for there is no want 
to them that fear him. The 
young lions do lack and suffer 
hunger; but they that seek 
the Lord shall not want any 
good thing. 

6 Gome, ye children, hearken 
unto me : I will teach you the 
fear of the Lord, 

7 What man is he that de- 
sireth life, and loveth many 
days, that he may see good? 
Keep thy tongue from evil, 
and thy lips from speaking 
guile. Depart from evil, and 
do good : seek peace, and pur- 
sue it. 

8 The eyes of the Lord are 
upon the righteous, and his 
ears are open unto their cry. 
The face of the Lord is against 
them that do evil, to cut off 
the remembrance of them from 
the earth. 

9 The righteous cry, and the 
Lord heareth, and delivereth 
them out of all their troubles. 

12 



The Lord is nigh unto them 
that are of a broken heart; 
and saveth such as be of a 
contrite spirit. Many are the 
afflictions of the righteous, but 
the Lord delivereth him out 
of them all. He keepeth all 
his bones : not one of them is 
broken. 

1 Evil shall slay the wicked; 
and they that hate the right- 
eous shall be desolate. The 
Lord redeemeth the soul of 
his servants; and none of them 
that trust in him shall be deso- 
late. 



14. 

1 Fret not thyself because 
of evildoers, neither be thou 
envious against the workers 
of iniquity. For they shall 
soon be cut down like the 
grass, and wither as the green 
herb. 

2 Trust in the Lord, and do 
good; so shalt thou dwell in 
the land, and verily thou shalt 
be fed. Delight thyself also 
in the Lord; and he shall 
give thee the desires of thy 
heart. 

3 Commit thy way unto the 
Lord ; trust also in him ; and 
he shall bring it to pass. And 
he shall bring forth thy right- 
eousness as the light, and thy 
judgment as the noonday. 

4 Rest in the Lord, and 
wait patiently for him : fret 
not thyself because of him who 
prospereth in his way, because 
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of the man who bnngeth wicked 
devices to pass. Cease from 
anger, and forsake wrath : fret 
not th jself in any wise to do 
evil; for evildoers shall be 
cat off; but those that wait 
upon the Lord, they shall in- 
herit the earth. 

5 For yet a little while, and 
the wicked shall not be : vea, 
then shalt diligently consider 
his place, and it shall not be. 
Bat the meek shall inherit the 
earth ; and shall delight them- 
selves in the abundance of 
peace. 



16. 

1 I WAITED patiently for the 
Lord; and he inclined onto 
me, and heard my cry. He 
brought me up also out of a 
horrible pit, out of the miry 
clay, and set my feet upon a 
rock,and established my goings. 

2 And he hath put a new 
song in my mouth, even praise 
unto our God: many shall see 
it, and fear, and shall trust in 
the Lord. 

3 Blessed is that man that 
maketh the Lord his trust, and 
respecteth not^ the proud, nor 
such as turn aside to lies. 

4 Many, O Lord my God, 
are thy wonderful works which 
thou hast done, and thy 
thoughts which are to us-ward : 



they cannot be reckoned up in 
order unto thee: if I would 
declare and speak of them, 
they are more than can be 
numbered. 

5 Sacrifice and offering thou 
didst not desire; mine ears 
hast thou opened: burnt offer- 
ing and sin offering hast thou 
not required. Then said I, 
Lo, I come : in the volume of 
the book it is written of me,^ 
I delight to do thy will, O my 
God: yea, thy law is within 
my heart. 

6 I have preached righteous^ 
ness in the great congregation : 
lo, I have not refniined my 
lips, O Lord, thou knowest^ 
I have not bid thy righteous- 
ness within my heart ; I have 
declared thy faithfulness and 
thy salvation : I have not con- 
cealed thy lovingkindness and 
thy truth from the great con- 
gregation. 

7 Withhold not thou thy 
tender mercies from me, O 
Lord: let thy lovingkindness 
and thy truth continually pre- 
serve me; for innumerable 
evils have compassed me about. 
Mine iniquities have taken hold 
upon me, so that I am not able 
to look up; they are more than 
the hairs of my head : there- 
fore my heart faileth me. Be 
pleased, O Lord, to deliver 



^ Or, looketh not to, 

^ Or, for me: as though the poet quoted some religious book to justify 
him in preferring obedience to sacrifices, and personal surrender to Grod 
to burnt offerings. 
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me: O Lord, make haste to 
help me. 

8 Let them be ashamed and 
confounded together that seek 
after my soul to destroy it ; let 
them be driven backward and 
put to shame that wish me 
evil. Let them be desolate 
for a reward of their shame 
that say unto me, Aha, aha. 

9 Let all those that seek 
thee rejoice and be glad in 
thee : let such as love thy sal- 
vation say continually, The 
Lord be magnified. 

1 But I am poor and needy; 
yet the Lord thinketh upon 
me : thou art my help and my 
deliverer; make no tarrying, 
O my God. 



16. 

1 As the hart panteth after 
the water-brooks, so panteth 
my soul after thee, O God. 
My soul thirsteth for God, for 
the living God : when shall I 
come and appear before God 1 

2 My tears have been my 
meat day and night, while they 
continually say unto me. 
Where is thy God 1 

3 When I remember these 
things, I pour out my soul in 
me ; for I had gone with the 
multitude, I went with them 
to the house of G^d ; with the 
voice of joy and praise, with 



a multitude that kept holy- 
day. 

4 Why art thou cast down, 
O my soul ? and why art thou 
disquieted in me) hope thou 
in God, for I shall yet praise 
him for the help of his counte- 
nance. 

5 O my God, my soul is 
cast down within me: there- 
fore will I remember thee 
from the land of Jordan, and 
of the Hermonites, from the 
hill Mizar.i 

6 Deep calleth unto deep 
at the noise of thy waterspouts : 
all thy waves and thy billows 
are gone over me. Yet the 
Lord will command his loving- 
kindness in the daytime, and 
in the night his song shall be 
with me, and my prayer unto 
the God of my life. 

7 I will say unto God my 
rock. Why hast thou forgotten 
me ? why go I mourning be- 
cause of the oppression of the 
enemy ? As with a sword in 
my bones, mine enemies re- 
proach me; while they say 
daily unto me. Where is thy 
God? 

8 Why art thou cast down, 
my soul ? and why art thou 
disquieted within mel hope 
thou in God : for I shall yet 
praise him, who is the health 
of my countenance, and my 
God. 



^ This is probably the sone of an exile who, from the land of captivity, 
remembers the old scenes oi his native land. 
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17. 

1 God is our refuge and 
Rtrengthy a very present help 
in trouble. Therefore will not 
we fear, though the earth be 
removed, and though the 
mountains be carried into the 
midst of the sea ; though the 
waters thereof roar and be 
troubled, though the moun- 
tains shake with the swelling 
thereof." 

2 There is a river, the 
streams whereof shall make 
glad the city of God, the holy 
place of the tabernacles of the 
most High. God is in the 
midst of her ; she shall not be 
moved : God shall help her, 
and that right early. 

3 The heathen raged, the 
kingdoms were moved : he 
uttered his voice, the earth 
melted. The Lord of hosts 
is with us ; the God of Jacob 
is our refuge. 

4 Come, behold the works 
of the Lord, what desolations^ 
he hath made in the earth. 
He maketh wars to cease unto 
the end of the earth; he 
breaketh the bow, and cutteth 
the spear in sunder ; he burn- 
eth the chariot in the fire. 

5 Be still, and know that I 
am God : I will be exalted 
among the heathen, I will be 
exalted in the earth. The 



Lord of hosts is with us ; the 
God of Jacob is our refuge. 



18. 

1 Great is the Lord, and 
greatly to be praised in the 
city of our God, in the moun- 
tain of his holiness. 

2 Beautiful for situation, 
the joy of the whole earth, is 
mount Zion, on the sides of 
the north, the city of the 
great king. Crod is known in 
her palaces for a refuge. 

3 For, lo, the kings were 
assembled, they passed by to- 
gether. They saw it, and so 
they marvelled: they were 
troubled, and hasted away. 

4 As we have heard, so have 
we seen in the city of the 
Lord of hosts, in the city of 
our God : God will establish 
it for ever, 

5 We have thought of thy 
loving kindness, O God, in 
the midst of thy temple. Ac- 
cording to thy name, O God, 
so is thy praise unto the ends 
of the earth :^ thy right hand 
is full of righteousness. 

6 Let mount Zion rejoice, 
let the daughters of Judah be 
glad, because of thy judgments. 
Walk about Zion, and go 
round about her: tell^ tho 
towers thereof. Mark ye well 
her bulwarks, consider her 



^ The ruin and dispersion of Israel's enemies are here alluded to. 
^ That is, both OotTa name and His praise shall resound throughout the 
earth. 
^ Or, count. 
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palaces :^ that ye may tell it to 
the generation following. For 
this God is our God for ever 
and ever : he will be our guide 
even unto death. 



19. 

1 Have mercy upon me, O 
God, according to thy loving 
kindness: according unto the 
multitude of thy tender mer- 
cies blot out my transgres- 
sions. "Wash me throughly from 
mine iniquity, and cleanse me 
from my sin. F'or I acknow- 
ledge my transgressions, and 
my sin is ever before me. 

2 Against thee, thee only, 
have I sinned, and done this 
evil in thy sight; that thou 
mightest be justified when 
thou speakest, and be clear 
when thou judgest. 

3 Behold, thou desirest 
truth in the inward parts; 
and in. the hidden part thou 
shalt make me to know wis- 
dom. Purge me with hyssop, 
and I shall be clean : wash 
me, and I shall be whiter than 
snow. 

4 Make me to hear joy and 
gladness; that the bones which 
thou hast broken may rejoice. 
Hide thy face from my sins, 
and blot out all mine iniquities. 
Create in me a clean heart, O 
God ; and renew a right spirit 
within me. 

5 Cast me not away from 



thy presence; and take not 
thy holy spirit from me. Be- 
store unto me the joy -of thy 
salvation ; and uphold me with 
thy free spirit Then will I 
teach transgressors thy ways ; 
and sinnera shall be converted 
unto thee. 

6 Lord, open thou my 
lips; and my mouth shall 
shew forth thy praise. For 
thou desirest not sacrifice, 
else would I give it : thou de- 
lightest not in burnt offering. 
The sacrifices of God are a 
broken spirit : a broken and a 
contrite heart, O God, thou 
wilt not despise. 



20. 

1 Praise waiteth for thee, 
God, in Zion : and unto 
thee shall the vow be per- 
formed. O thou that hearest 
prayer, unto thee shall all 
flesh come. 

2 Iniquities prevail against 
me : as for our transgressions, 
thou shalt purge them away. 

3 Blessed is the man whom 
thou choosest, and causest to 
approach unto thee, that he 
may dwell in thy courts : we 
shall be satisfied with the good- 
ness of thy house, even of thy 
holy temple. 

4 By terrible^ things in 
righteousness wilt thou answer 
us, O God of our salvation ; 
who art the confidence of all 



^ Or, castles. 



^ Or, wondrous. 
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the ends of the earth, and of 
them that are afar off upon 
the sea : who by his strength 
setteth fast the mountains, 
being girded with power : who 
stilleth the noise of the seas, 
the noise of their waves, and 
the tumult of the people. 

5 They also that dwell in 
the uttermost parts are afraid 
at thy tokens: thou makest 
the outgoings of the morning 
and evening to rejoice. 

6 Thou visitest the earth, 
and waterest it : thou greatly 
enrich.est it with the river of 
Qod, which is full of water; 
thou preparest them com, 
when thou hast so provided 
for it. 

7 Thou waterest the ridges 
thereof abundantly : thou set- 
tlest the furrows thereof : thou 
makedt it soft with showers: 
thou blessest the springing 
thereof. 

8 Thou crownest the year 
with thy goodness; and thy 
paths drop fatness. They drop 
upon the pastures of the wil- 
derness; and the little hills 
rejoice on every side. The pas- 
tures are clothed with flocks : 
the valleys also are covered 
over with corn : they shout 
for joy, they also sing. 

21. 

1 God be merciful unto us, 
and bless us; and cause his 
face to shine upon us; that 
thy way may be known upon 



earth, thy saving health among 
all nations. 

2 Let the people praise thee, 
O God; let all the people 
praise thee. O let the nations 
be glad and sing for joy : for 
thou shalt judge the people 
righteously, and govern the 
nations upon earth. 

3 Let the people praise thee, 
O God; let all the people praise 
thee. Then shall the earth 
yield her increase; and God, 
even our own God, shall bless 
us. God shall bless us; and 
all the ends of the earth shall 
fear him. 



22. 

1 How amiable are thy 
tabernacles, O Lord of hosts ! 
My soul longetb, yea, even 
fainteth for the courts of the 
Lord ; my heart and my flesh 
crieth out for the living God. 

2 Yea, the sparrow hath 
found a house, and the swallow 
a nest for herself, where she 
may lay her young, even thine 
altars, O Lord of hosts, my 
King, and my God. 

3 Blessed are they that dwell 
in thy house : they will be still 
praising thee. They go from 
strength to strength, every one 
of them in Zlon appeareth 
before God. 

4 O Lord God of hosts, hear 
my prayer: give ear, O God 
of Jacob. Behold, O God, our 
shield, and look upon the face 
of thine anointed. 
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5 I had rather be a door- 
keeper in the house of my God, 
than to dwell in the tents of 
wickedness. For the Lord 
God is a sun and shield : the 
Lord will give grace and glory : 
no good thing will he withhold 
from them that walk uprightly. 
O Lord of hosts, blessed is the 
man that trusteth in thee. 



23. 

1 O COME, let us sing unto 
the Lord : let us make a joyful 
noise to th^ rock of our salva- 
tion. Let us come before his 
presence with thanksgiving, 
and make a joyful noise unto 
him with psalms. For the 
Lord is a great God, and a 
great King above all gods. 

2 In his hand are the deep 
places of the earth : the strength 
of the hills is his also. The 
sea is his, and he made it: and 
his hands formed the dry land. 

3 O come, let us worship 
and bow down : let us kneel 
before the Lord our maker. 
For he is our God ; and we are 
the people of his pasture, and 
the sheep of his hand. 

4 To day if ye will hear his 
voice, harden not your heart, 
as in the provocation, and as 
in the day of temptation in the 
wilderness : when your fathers 
tempted me, proved me, and 
saw my work. Forty years 
long was I grieved with this 
generation, and said. It is a 
people that do err in their 



heart, and they have not known 
my ways : unto whom I sware 
in my wrath that they should 
not enter into my rest. 



24. 

1 O siNO unto the Lord a 
new song: sing unto the Lord, 
all the earth. Sing unto the 
Lord, bless his name; shew 
forth his salvation from day to 
day. 

2 Declare his glory among 
the heathen, his wonders among 
all people. For the Lord is 
great, and greatly to be praised : 
he is to be feared above all 
gods. For all the gods of the 
nations are idols : but the Lord 
made the heaven& Honour 
and majesty are before him : 
strength and beauty are in hia 
sanctuary. 

3 Give unto the Lord, O ye 
kindreds of the people, give 
unto the Lord glory and 
strength. Give unto the Lord 
the glory due unto his name : 
bring an offering, and come 
into his courts. 

4 O woi*ship the Lord in the 
beauty of holiness : fear before 
him, all the earth. Say among 
the heathen that the Lord 
reigneth : the world also shall 
be established that it shall not 
be moved : he shall judge the 
people righteously. 

5 Let the heavens rejoice, 
and let the earth be glad ; let 
the sea roar, and the fulness 
thereof. Let the field be joyful, 
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and all that is therein : then 
shall all the trees of the wood 
rejoice before the Lord : for 
he Cometh, for he cometh to 
judge the earth : he shall judge 
the world with righteousness, 
and the people with his truth. 



26. 

1 Bless the Lord, O my 
soul : and all that is within 
me, bless his holy name. Bless 
the Lord, O my soul, and for- 
get not all his benefits : who 
forgiveth all thine iniquities; 
who healeth all thy diseases ; 
who redeemeth thy life from 
destruction ; who crowneth 
thee with lovingkindness and 
tender mercies ; who satisfieth 
thy mouth with good things ; 
so that thy youth is renewed 
like the eagle's. 

2 The Lord executeth right- 
eousness and judgment for all 
that are oppressed. He made 
known his ways unto Moses, 
his acts unto the children of 
Israel. 

3 The Lord is merciful and 
gracious, slow to anger, and 
plenteous in mercy. He will 
not always chide, neither will 
he keep his anger for ever. 

4 He hath not dealt with 
us after our sins, nor rewarded 
us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heaven is high 
above the earth, so great is his 
mercy toward them that fear 
him. As far as the east is 
from the west, so far hath he 



removed our transgressions 
from us. 

5 Like as a father pitieth 
his children, so the Lord pitieth 
them that fear him. For he 
knoweth our frame ; he remem- 
bereth that we are dust. 

6 As for man, his days are 
as grass: as a flower of the 
field, so he flourisheth. For 
the wind passeth over it, and 
it is gone; and the place thereof 
shall know it no more: bat 
the mercy of the Lord is 
from everlasting to everlast- 
ing upon them that fear him, 
and his righteousness unto 
children's children ; to such as 
keep his covenant, and to those 
that remember his command- 
ments to do them. 

7 The Lord hath prepared 
his throne in the heavens; and 
his kingdom ruleth over all. 

8 Bless the Lord, ye his 
angels that excel in strength, 
that do his compaandroents, 
hearkening unto the voice of 
his word. Bless ye the Lord, 
all ye his hosts ; ye ministers 
of his that do his pleasure. 
Bless the Lord, all his works 
in all places of his dominion : 
bless the Lord, O my soul. 



26. 

1 Blessed are the undefiled 
in the way, who walk in the 
law of the Lord. Blessed are 
they that keep his testimonies, 
and that seek him with the 
whole heart. They also do no 
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iniquity: they walk in bis 
ways. 

2 Thou hast commanded us 
to keep thy precepts diligently. 

that my ways were directed 
to keep thy statutes! Then 
shall I not be ashamed, when 

1 have respect unto all thy 
commandments. 

3 I will praise thee with 
uprightness of heart, when I 
shall have learned thy righteous 
judgments. I will keep thy 
statutes : O forsake me not 
utterly. 

4 Wherewithal shall a young 
man cleanse his way ? by tak- 
ing heed thereto according to 
thy word. 

5 With my whole heart have 
I sought thee : O let me not 
wander from thy command- 
ments. Thy word have I hid 
in my heart, that I might 
not sin against thee. 

6 Blessed art thou, O Lord : 
teach me thy statutes. With 
my lips have I declared all the 
judgments of thy mouth. I 
have rejoiced in the way of 
thy testimonies, as much as in 
all riches. 

7 I will meditate in thy 
precepts, and have respect unto 
thy ways. I will delight my- 
self in thy statutes : I will not 
forget thy word. 

8 Teach me, O Lord, the 
way of thy statutes; and I 
shall keep it unto the end. 
Give me understanding, and I 
shall keep thy law; yea, I shall 



observe it with my whole heart. 
Make me to go in the path of 
thy commandments ; for therein 
do I delight. 

9 Incline my heart unto thy 
testimonies, and not to covet- 
ousness. Turn away mine 
eyes from beholding vanity; 
and quicken thou me in thy 
way. 

10 Stablish thy word unto 
thy servant, who is devoted to 
thy fear. Turn away my re- 
proach which I fear : for thy 
judgments are good. Behold, 
I have longed after thy pre- 
cepts : quicken me in thy right- 
eousness. 

110 how love I thy law I 
it is my meditation all the day. 
Thou through thy command- 
ments hast made me wiser 
than mine enemies: for they 
are ever with me. 

12 1 have more understand- 
ing than all my teachers : for 
thy testimonies are my medi- 
tation. I understand more 
than the ancients, because I 
keep thy precepts. 

13 1 have refrained my feet 
from every evil way, that I 
might keep thy word. I have 
not departed from thy judg- 
ments : for thou hast taught 
me. 

14 How sweet are thy words 
unto my taste! yea, sweeter 
than honey to my mouth ! 
Through thy precepts I get 
understanding : therefore I 
hate every false way. 
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15 Thy word is a lamp onto 
my feet, and a light onto my 
path. I have sworn, and I 
will perform it, that I will 
keep thy righteous judgments. 
X am afflicted very much : 
quicken me, O Lord, accord- 
ing unto thy word. 

16 Accept, I beseech thee, 
the freewill offerings of my 
mouth, O Lord, and teach me 
thy judgments. My souU is 
continually in my hand '? yet 
I do not forget thy law. 

17 The wicked have laid a 
snare for me ; yet I erred not 
from thy precepts. Thy testi- 
monies have I taken as a 
heritage for ever ; for they are 
the rejoicing of my heart. I 
have inclined my heart to per- 
form thy statutes alway, even 
unto the end. 

18 Thy testimonies are won- 
derful ; therefore doth my soul 
keep them. The entrance of 
thy words giveth light; it 
giveth understanding unto the 
simple. 

19 1 opened my mouth, and 
panted; for I longed for thy 
commandments. Look thou 
upon me, and be merciful un- 
to me, as thou usest to do unto 
those that love thy name. 

20 Order my steps in thy 
word ; and let not any iniquity 
have dominion over me. De- 
liver me from the oppression 



of man : so will I keep thy 
precepts. Make thy face to 
shine upon thy servant; and 
teach me thy statutes. 

21 Kighteous art thou, O 
Lord, and upright are thy 
judgments. Thy testimonies 
that thou hast commanded are 
righteous and very ^EiithfuL 

22 My zeal hath consumed 
me, because mine enemies have 
forgotten thy words. 

23 Thy word is very pure ; 
therefore thy servant loveth 
it I am small and despised ; 
yet do not I forget thy precepts. 

24 Thy righteousness is an 
everlasting righteousness, and 
thy law is the truth. Trouble 
and anguish have taken hold 
on me; yet thy command- 
ments are my delights. The 
righteousness of thy testi- 
monies is everlasting: give 
me understanding, and I shall 
live. 

25 Let my cry come near 
before thee, O Lord : give me 
understanding according to thy 
word. Let my supplication 
come before thee : deliver me 
according to thy word. 

26 My lips shall utter 
praise, 'virhen thou hast taught 
me thy statutes. My tongue 
shall speak of thy word ; for 
all thy commandments are 
righteousness. 

27 Let thy hand help me ; 



1 Or. lift. 

* The meaning is that, for some reason, his life was ever in danger. 
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for I have chosen thy precepts. 
I have loDged for thy salva- 
tion, Lord ; and thy law is 
my delight. 

28 Let my soal live, and it 
shall praise thee ; and let thy 
judgments help me. 1 have 
gone astray like a lost sheep ; 
seek thy servant; for I do 
not forget thy commandments. 



27. 

1 I WAS glad when they said 
nnto me. Let us go into the 
house of the Lord. Our feet 
shall stand within thy gates, 
O Jerusalem. 

2 Jerusalem is builded as a 
city that is compact together : 
whither the tribes go up, the 
tribes of the Lord, unto the 
testimony of Israel, to give 
thanks unto the name of the 
Lord ; for there are set thrones 
of judgment, the thrones of the 
house of David. 

3 Pray for the peace of 
Jerusalem : they shall prosper 
that love thee. Peace be with- 
in thy walls, and prosperity 
within thy palaces. 

4 For my brethren and com- 
panions' sakes, I will now say. 
Peace be within thee. Be- 
cause of the house of the Lord 
our Grod I will seek thy good. 



28. 
1 When the Lord turned 
again the captivity of Zion, 
we were like them that dream* 



Then was our mouth filled 
with laughter, and our tongue 
with singing: then said they 
among the heathen. The Lord 
hath done great things for 
them. 

2 The Lord hath done great 
things for us ; whereof we are 
glad. 

3 Turn again our captivity, 
Lord, as the streams in the 
south. 

4 They that sow in tears 
shall reap in joy. He that 
goeth forth and weepeth, bear- 
ing precious seed, shall doubt- 
less come again with rejoicing, 
bringing his sheaves with him. 



29. 

1 By the rivers of Babylon, 
there we sat down, yea, we 
wept, when we remembered 
Zion. 

2 We hanged our harps 
upon the willows in the midst 
thereof. For there they that 
carried us away captive re- 
quired of us a song ; and they 
that wasted us required of us 
mirth, saying, Sing us one of 
the songs of Zion. 

3 How shall we sing the 
Lord's song in a strange land? 
If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, 
let my right hand forget her 
cunning. If I do not remember 
thee, let my tongue cleave to 
the roof of my mouth ; if I 
prefer not Jerusalem above my 
chief joy. 
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30. 

1 O Lord, thou hast searched 
me, and known me. Thou 
knowest mj downsitting and 
mine uprising, thou under- 
standest mj thoaght a&r off 

2 Thou compassest my path 
and mj lying down, and art 
acquainted with all my ways. 
For there is not a word in my 
tongue, but, lo, O Lord, thou 
knowest it altogether. 

3 Thou hast beset me be- 
hind and before, and laid thy 
hand upon me. Such know- 
ledge is too wonderful for 
me; it is high, I cannot 
attain unto it. 

4 Whither shall I go from 
thy spirit? or whither shall I 
flee from thy presence ? If I 
ascend up into heaven, thou 
art there : if I make my bed 
in hell, behold thou art there : 
if I take the wings of the morn- 
ing, and dwell in the utter- 
most parts of the sea, even 
there shall thy hand lead me, 
and thy right hand shall hold 
me : if I say, Surely the dark- 
ness shall cover me, even the 
night shall be light about me. 
Yea, the darkness hideth not 
from thee; but the night 
shineth as the day : the dark- 
ness and the light are both 
alike to thee. 

6 How precious also are thy 
thoughts unto me, O God ! 
how great is the sum of them ! 
If I should count them, they 
are more in number than the 



sand : when I awake, I am 
still with thee. 

6 Search me, O God, and 
know my heart : try me, and 
know my thoughts: and see if 
there be any wicked way in 
me, and lead me in the way 
everlasting. 

3L 

1 I WILL extol thee, my 
God, O king ; and I will bless 
thy name for ever and ever. 
Every day will I bless thee ; 
and I will praise thy name 
for ever and ever. 

2 Great is the Lord, and 
greatly to be praised ; and his 
greatness is unsearchable. One 
generation shall praise thy 
works to another, and shall 
declare thy mighty acts. 

3 I will speak of the glor- 
ious honour of thy majesty, 
and of thy wondrous works. 
And men shall speak of the 
might of thy terrible acts; and 
I will declare thy greatness. 
They shall abundantly utter 
the memory of thy great good- 
ness, and shall sing of thy 
righteousness^ 

4 The Lord is gracious and 
full of compassion; slow to 
anger, and of great mercy. 
The Lord is good to all, and 
his tender mercies are over all 
his works. 

5. All thy works shall praise 
thee, Lord ; and thy saints 
shall bless thee. They shall 
speak of the glory of thy king- 
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dom, and talk of thy power; to 
make known to the sons of 
men his mighty acts, and the 
glorious majesty of his king- 
dom. 

6 Thy kingdom is an ever- 
lasting kingdom, and thy do- 
minion endureth throughout 
all generations. 

7 The Lord upholdeth all 
that fall, and raiseth up all 
those that be bowed down. 
The eyes of all wait upon thee; 
and thou givest them their 
meat in due season. Thou 
openest thy hand, and satisfiest 
the desire of every living thing. 



8 The Lord is righteous in 
all his ways, and holy in all 
his works. The Lord is nigh 
unto all them that call upon 
him, to all that call upon him 
in truth. 

9 He wUl fulfil the desire 
of them that fear him : he also 
will hear their cry, and will 
save them. The Lord pre- 
serveth all them that love 
him, but all the wicked will 
he destroy. 

10 My mouth shall speak 
the praise of the Lord; and 
let all flesh bless his holy 
name for ever and ever. 



THE PROVERBS. 

This book is explained in the opening words of it. It was thought by 
the ancient Hebrews that Solomon was the wisest man that ever 
lived, and it became a custom to attribute to him all kinds of wise 
sayings and proverbs. In the Book of Kings we read that '* he spake 
three thousand proverbs, and his songs were a thousand and five. 
And he spake oi trees, from the cedar tree that is in Lebanon even 
unto the hyssop that springeth out of the wall : he spake also of 
beasts, and of fowl, and of creeping things, and of fishes. And there 
came of all people to hear the wisdom of Solomon, from all kings of 
the earth, which had heard of his wisdom." 

1. 

1 The proverbs of Solomon 
the son of David, king of 
Israel ; 

2 To know wisdom and in- 
struction; to perceive the 



words of understanding; to 
receive the instruction of 
wisdom, j ustice, and j udgment, 
and equity; to give subtil ty to 



the simple,^ to the young man 
knowledge and discretion. 

3 A wise man will hear, 
and will increase learning; 
and a man of understanding 
shall attain unto wise counsels: 
to understand a proverb, and 
the interpretation ; the words 
of the wise, and their dark 
sayings. 



1 "Subtilty" originally meant keenness, and "simple" waa used in a 
sense nearer to our word silly or simpleton. 
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i The fear of the Lord^ is 
the beginning of knowledge: 
bat fools despise wisdom and 
instruction. 

5 Mj son, hear the instmc- 
tion of thy father, and forsake 
not the law of thy mother : for 
they shall be an ornament of 
grace unto thy head, and 
chti^ns about thy neck. 

6 My son, if sinners entice 
thee, consent thou not. 

7 If they say. Come with 
us, let us lay wait for blood, 
let us lurk privily for the 
innocent without cause; let 
us swallow them up alive as 
the grave, and whole as those 
that go down into the pit : we 
shall find all precious sub- 
stance, we shall fill our houses 
with spoil : cast in thy lot 
among us ; let us all have one 
purse : my son, walk not thou 
in the way with them ; refrain 
thy foot from their path : for 
their feet run to evil, and 
make haste to shed blood. 

8 Surely in vain the net is 
spread in the sight of any bird. 
And they lay wait for their 
own blood ; they lurk privily 
for their own lives. So are 
the ways of every one that is 
greedy of gain ; which taketh 
away the life of the owners 
thereof. 

9 "Wisdom crieth without; 
she uttereth her voice in the 



streets ; she crieth in the chief 
places of concourse, in the 
openings of the gates : in the 
city she uttereth her words, 
saying, How long, ye simple 
ones, will ye love simplicity) 
and the scomers delight in 
their scorning, and fools hate 
knowledge 1 Turn you at my 
reproof: behold, I will pour 
out my spirit unto you, I will 
make known my words unto 
you. 



2. 

1 My son, if thou wilt re- 
ceive my words, and hide my 
commandments with thee, so 
that thou incline thine ear 
unto wisdom, and apply thy 
heart to understanding; yea, 
if thou criest after knowledge, 
and lifbest up thy voice for 
understanding; if thou seekest 
her as silver, and searchest for 
her as for hid treasures ; then 
shalt thou understand the fear 
of the Lord, and find the 
knowledge of God. 

2 For the Lord giveth wis- 
dom : out of his mouth cometh 
knowledge and understanding. 
He layeth up sound wisdom 
for the righteous : he is a 
buckler to them that walk up- 
rightly. 

3 He keepeth the paths of 
judgment, and preserveth the 
way of his saints. Then shalt 



^ Here, and elsewhere, in many places, the word "fear" would be far 
better rendered by the word revere. 
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thou understand righteousness, 
and judgment, and equity; yea, 
every good path. 

4 When wisdom entereth 
in^to thy heart, and knowledge 
is pleasant unto thy soul, 
discretion shall preserve thee, 
understanding shall keep thee; 
to deliver thee from tire way 
of the evil man, from the man 
that speaketh fro ward ^ things; 
who leave the paths of up- 
rightness, to walk in the ways 
of darkness ; who rejoice to do 
evil, and delight in the fro- 
wardness of the wicked; whose 
ways are crooked, and they 
froward in their paths. 

5 My son, forget not my 
law, but let thy heart keep 
my commandments : for length 
of days, and long life, and peace, 
shall they add to thee. 

6 Let not mercy and truth 
forsake thee : bind them about 
thy neck; write them upon 
the table of thy heart : so shalt 
thou find favour and good 
understanding in the sight of 
Grod and man. 

7 Trust in the Lord with 
all thy heart, and lean not 
unto thine own understanding. 
In all thy ways acknowledge 
him, and he shall direct thy 
paths. 

8 My son, despise not the 
chastening of the Lord ; neither 
be weary of his correction; for 
whom the Lord loveth he cor- 



recteth, even as a father the 
son in whom he delighteth. 

9 Happy is the man that 
findeth wisdom, and the man 
that getteth understanding. 
For the merchandise of it is 
better than the merchandise 
of silver, and the gain thereof 
than fine gold. 

10 She is more precious than 
rubies : and all the things thou 
canst desire are not to be com- 
pared unto her. Length of days 
is in her right hand ; and in her 
left hand riches and honour. 

11 Her ways are ways of 
pleasantness, and all her paths 
are peace. She is a tree of 
life to them that lay hold upon 
her: and happy is every one 
that retaineth her. 

12 The Lord by wisdom 
hath founded the earth; by 
understanding hath he estab- 
lished the heavens. By his 
knowledge the depths are 
broken up, and the clouds 
drop down the dew. 

13 My son, let not them 
depart from thine eyes : keep 
sound wisdom and discretion : 
so shall they be life unto thy 
soul, and grace to thy neck. 

14 Then shalt thou walk in 
thy way safely, and thy foot 
shall not stumble. When thou 
liest down, thou shalt not be 
afraid : yea, thou shalt lie 
down, and thy sleep shall be 
sweet. 



^ That is, perverse or contrary. 
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3. 

1 Hear, ye children, the 
instraction of a father, and 
attend to know understanding: 
for I give yOu good doctrine : 
forsake ye not my law. For 
I was my father's son, tender 
and only beloved in the sight 
of my mother. He taught me 
also, and said unto me. Let 
thy heart retain my words : 
keep my commandments, and 
live. 

2 Get wisdom, get under- 
standing, forget it not, neither 
decline from the words of my 
mouth. Forsake her not, and 
she shall preserve thee: love 
her, and she shall keep thee. 

3 Wisdom is the principal 
thing; therefore get wisdom: 
and with all thy getting get 
understanding. Exalt her and 
she shall promote thee : she 
shall bring thee to honour, 
when thou dost embrace her. 
She shall give to thy head 
an ornament of grace : a crown 
of glory shall she deliver to 
thee. 

4 Hear, O my son, and re- 
ceive my sayings; and the 
years of thy life shall be many. 
I have taught thee in the way 
of wisdom ; I have led thee in 
right paths. 

6 When thou goest, thy 
steps shall not be straitened ; ^ 
and when thou runnest, thou 
shalt not stumble. Take fast 



hold of instruction ; let her 
not go: keep her; for she is 
thy life. 

6 Enter not into the path 
of the wicked, and go not 
in the way of evil men. 
Avoid it, pass not by it, turn 
from it, and pass away : for 
they sleep not, except they 
have done mischief ; and their 
sleep is taken away, unless 
they cause some to fall. 

7 For they eat the bread 
of wickedness, and drink the 
wine of violence. But the 
path of the just is as the shin- 
ing light, that shineth more 
and more unto the perfect 
day. The way of the wicked 
is as darkness : they know not 
at what they stumble. 

8 My son, attend to my 
words ; incline thine ear unto 
my sayings. Let them not 
depart from thine eyes ; keep 
them in the midst of thy 
heart : for they are life unto 
those that find them, and 
health to all their flesh. 

9 Keep thy heart with all 
diligence ; for out of it are the 
issues of life. Put away from 
thee a froward mouth, and 
perverse lips put far from thee. 

10 Let thine eyes look right 
on, and let thine eyelids look 
straight before thee. Ponder 
the path of thy feet, and let 
all thy ways be established. 
Turn not to the right hand nor 



^ That is, contracted or narrowed. 
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to the left: remove thy foot 
from evil. 



1 Doth not wisdom cry; 
and understanding put forth 
her voice? She standeth in 
the top of high places, by the 
way in the places of the paths. 

2 She crieth at the gates, at 
the entry of the city, at the 
coming in at the doors, Unto 
you, O men, I call; and my 
voice is to the sons of man. 

3 O ye simple, understand 
wisdom ; and, ye fools, be ye 
of an understanding heart. 
Hear ; for I will speak of ex- 
cellent things ; and the open- 
ing of my lips shall be right 
things. For my mouth shall 
speak truth; and wickedness 
is an abomination to my lips. 

4 All the words of my 
mouth are in righteousness ; 
there is nothing frowaitl or 
perverse in them. They are 
all plain to him that under- 
standeth, and right to them 
that find knowledge. 

5 E«ceive my instruction, 
and not silver ; and know- 
ledge rather than choice gold. 
For wisdom is better than ru- 
bies; and all the things that 
may be desired are not to be 
compared to it. 

6 I wisdom dwell with pru- 
dence, and find oat knowledge 
of witty ^ inventions. 



7 The fear of the Lord is to 
hate evil. Pride, and arrog- 
ancy, and the evil way, and 
the froward mouth, do I hate. 
Counsel is mine, and sound 
wisdom : I am understanding ; 
I have strength. 

8 By me kings reign, and 
princes decree justice. By me 
princes rule, and nobles, even 
all the Judges of the earth. 

9 I love them that love me ; 
and those that seek me early 
shall find me. Biches and hon- 
our are with me ; yea, durable 
riches and righteousness. My 
fruit is better than gold, yea, 
than fine gold; and my rev- 
enue than choice silver. 

101 lead in the way of right- 
eousness, in the midst of the 
paths of judgment, that I may 
cause those that love me to 
inherit substance, and I will 
fill their treasures. 

11 The Lord possessed me 
in the beginning of his way, 
before his works of old. I was 
set up from everlasting, from 
the beginning, or ever the 
earth was. When there were 
no depths, I was brought forth ; 
when there were no fountains 
abounding with water. 

12 Before the mountains 
were settled, before the hills, 
was I brought forth ; while as 
yet he had not made the earth, 
nor the fields, nor the highest 
part of the dust of the world. 



13 



^ From the verb to wit, i.e., to know. 
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13 When he prefMfed the 
heaveosy I wae there: when 
he fet a eompum^ upon the 
Uce of the depth: when he 
established the donds above : 
when he strengthened the 
fbtintains of the deep: when 
he gave to the sea his decree, 
that the waters shoald not pass 
his commandment : when he 
appointed the foundations of 
the earth : then I was hj him, 
as one bronght np with him ; 
and I was daily his delight, 
rejoicing always before him; 
rejoicing in the habitable part 
of his earth, and mj delights 
were with the sons of men. 

14 Now therefore hearken 
unto me, O je children; for 
blessed are they that keep my 
ways. Hear instruction, and 
be wise, and refuse it not 

15 Blessed is the man that 
heareth me, watching daily at 
my gates, waiting at the posts 
of my doors. For whoso fiod- 
eth me findeth life, and shall 
obtain favour of the Lord. But 
be that sinneth against me 
wrongeth his own soul; all 
they that hate me love death. 



6. 

1 A WISE son maketh a glad 
father: but a foolish son is the 
heaviness of his mother. 

2 Treasures of wickedness 



profit nothing : bat lig^teona- 
ness delivereth from death. 

3 The Lord will not soffer 
the sool of the righteous to 
£un]sh: bat he casteth away 
the snbstanoe of the wicked. 

4 He beoometh poor that 
dealeth with a slack hand : hnt 
the hand of the diligent maketh 
rich. 

5 He that gathereth in 
summer is a wise son : but he 
that sleepeih in harvest is a 
son that causeth shama 

6 Blessings are upon the 
head of the just : but violence 
covereth the mouth of the 
wicked. 

7 The memory of the just 
is blessed : but the name of 
the wicked shall rot 

8 A false balance is abomi- 
nation to the Lord : but a just 
weight is his delight 

9 When pride cometh, then 
cometh shame: but with the 
lowly is wisdom. 

10 The integrity of the up- 
right shall guide' them: but 
the perverseness of transgres- 
sors shall destroy them. 

1 1 Whoso lo veth instruction 
loveth knowledge : but he that 
hateth reproof is brutish. 

12 A good man obtaineth 
favour of the Lord: but a man 
of wicked devices will he con- 
demn. 

13 A man shall not be 



^ Olr dwerihed a eireU ; an allasion to the horizon, ao strikiiig an 
objsot from the 
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established by wickedness: bat 
the root of the righteous shalj 
not be moved. 

14 A wise son heareth his 
father's instruction: bat a 
scomer heareth not rebuke. 

15 A man shall eat good by 
the fruit of his mouth ; ^ but 
the soul of the transgressors 
shall eat violence. 

16 Kighteousness keepeth 
him that is upright in the way: 
but wickedness overthroweth 
the sinner. 

17 There is that maketh 
himself rich, yet hath nothing: 
there is that maketh himself 
poor, yet hath great riches. 

18 A soft answer tumeth 
away wrath: but grievous 
words stir up anger. 

. 19 The tongue of the wise 
useth knowledge aright : but 
the mouth of fools poureth 
out foolishness. 

20 All the days of the 
afflicted are evil : but he that 
is of a merry heart hath a 
continual feast. 

21 Better is little with the 
fear of the Lord, than great 
treasure and trouble therewith. 

22 Better is a dinner of herbs 
where love is, than a stalled 
ox and hatred therewith. 

23 A wrathful man stirreth 
up strife : but he that is slow 
to anger appeaseth strife. 

24 The way of the slothful 
man is as a hedge of thorns : 



but the way of the righteous 
is made plain. 

25 A wise son maketh a 
glad father: but a foolish man 
despiseth his mother. 



6. 

1 WiNB is a mocker, strong 
drink is raging, and whosoever 
is deceived thereby is not wise. 

2 Whoso curseth his father 
or his mother, his lamp shall 
be put out in obscure darkness. 

3 An inheritance may be 
gotten hastily at the begin- 
ning, but the end thereof 
shall not be blessed. 

4 Say not thou, I will re- 
compense evil; but wait on 
the Lord, and he shall save 
thee. 

5 Divers weights are an 
abomination unto the Lord; 
and a false balance is not 
good. 

6 A good name is rather to 
be chosen than great riches, 
and loving favour rather than 
silver and gold. 

7 The rich and poor meet 
together: the Lord is the 
maker of them all. 

8 A. prudent man foreseeth 
the evil and hideth himself: 
but the simple pass on, and 
are punished. 

9 By humility and the fear 
of the Lord are riches, and 
honour, and life. 

10 Thorns and snares are 



^ That is, a man shall be guided and instructed by counsel. 
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in the way of the froward. He 
that doth keep his soul shall 
be far from them. 

1 1 Train up a child in the 
way he should go : and when 
he is old, he will not depart 
from it 

12 Seest thou a man wise 
in his own conceit) there is 
more hope of a fool than of 
him. 

13 The slothful man saith, 
There is a lion in the way ; a 
lion is in the streets. As the 
door tumeth upon his hinges, 
so doth the slothful upon his 
bed. 

14 The slothful hideth his 
hand in his bosom ; it grie^eth 
him to bring it again to his 
mouth. The sluggard is wiser 
in his own conceit than se^en 
men that can render a reason. 

15 The wicked flee when no 
man pursueth : but the right- 
eous are bold as a lion. 

16 A poor man that oppres- 
seth the poor is like a sweeping 
rain which leaveth no food. 

17 He that being often 
reproved hardeneth his neck, 
shall suddenly be destroyed, 
and that without remedy. 

18 When the righteous are 
in authority, the people rejoice: 
but when the wicked bear 
rule, the people mourn. 

19 A man's pride shall bring 
him low : but honour shall up- 
hold the humble in spirit. 

20 The fear of man bringeth 
a snare: but whoso putteth 



his trust in the Lord shall be 
safa 

21 Many seek the ruler's 
£Bivour ; but every man's judg- 
ment cometh from the Lord. 

22 Two things I require of 
thee; deny me them not before 
I die: remove far from me 
vanity and lies: g^ve me 
neither poverty nor riches; 
feed me with food convenient 
for me, lest I be full, and deny 
thee, and say, Who is the 
Lord 1 or lest I be poor, and 
steal, and take the name of my 
God in vain. 



7. 

1 Who can And a virtuous 
woman? for her price is far 
above rubies. The heart of 
her husband doth safely trust 
in her, so that he shall have 
no need of spoil She will do 
him good and not evil all the 
days of her life. 

2 She seeketh wool, and 
flax, and worketh willingly 
with her hands. She is like 
the merchants' ships; she 
bringeth her food from afar. 
She riseth also while it is yet 
night, and giveth meat to her 
household, and a portion to 
her maidena 

3 She considereth a field, 
and buyeth it ; with the fruit 
of her hands she planteth a 
vineyard. She girdeth her 
loins with strength, and 
strengtheneth her arms. 

4 She perceiveth that her 
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merchandise is good : her 
candle goeth not out by night. 
She layeth her hands to the 
spindle, and her hands hold 
the distaff. 

5 She stretcheth out her 
hand to the poor; yea, she 
reacheth forth her hands to 
the needy. 

6 She is not afraid of the 
snow for her household : for 
all her household are clothed 
with scarlet.^ She maketh 
herself coverings of tapestry ; 
her clothing is silk and purple. 

7 Her husband is known in 
the gates, when he sitteth 
among the elders of the land. 
She maketh fine linen, and 
selleth it ; and delivereth 
girdles unto the merchant. 



8 Strength and honour are 
her clothing; and she shall 
rejoice in time to come. She 
openeth her mouth with wis- 
dom ; and in her tongue is the 
law of kindness. 

9 She looketh well to the 
ways of her household, and 
eateth not the bread of idle- 
ness. Her children arise up, 
and call her blessed ; her hus- 
band also, and he praiseth her. 

10 Many daughters have 
done virtuously, but thou ex- 
cellest them all. Favour is 
deceitful, and beauty is vain : 
but a woman that feareth the 
Lord, she shall be praised. 

11 Give her of the fruit of 
her hands; and let her own 
works praise her in the gates. 



ECCLESIASTES : OR, THE PREACHER. 

The word Ecdeaiastes means TTie Preacher, and that name seems to have 
been given to the book because the writer's object appears to have 
been to undertake a serious inquiry into the nature of true happiness, 
and to push home some important lessons upon the conscience and 
the afifections. 



1. 

1 The words of the Preacher, 
the son of David, king in Je- 
rusalem.^ 



2 Vanity of vanities, saith 
the Preacher, vanity of vani- 
ties; all is vanity. 3 What 
profit hath a man of all his 



1 Or doubly clothed, 

^ Solomon is here meant, but it is very doubtful whether the book 
was written by him. It was probably written not earlier than 250 
years before Christ by some one who had much in common with our 
modem agnostics, materialists, and pessimists; unless, indeed, the 
writer is one who holds ** the mirror up to nature " only to lead up to 
the better thoughts with which he concludes. » 

' All through this book " vanity " means emptiness. Our familiar use 
of the word hoUow expresses it. 
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labour which he taketh under 
the snn ? 

3 One generation passeth 
away, and another generation 
Cometh; but the earth abideth 
for ever. The sun also ariseth, 
and the sun goeth down, and 
hasteth to his place where he 
arose. The wind goeth toward 
the south, and tumeth about 
unto the north ; it whirleth 
about continually, and the 
wind retumeth again according 
to his circuits. All the rivers 
run into the sea, yet the sea 
is not full; unto the place from 
whence the rivers come, thither 
they return again. All things 
are full of labour ; man cannot 
utter it; the eye is not satisfied 
with seeing, nor the ear filled 
with hearing. 

i The thing that hath been, 
it is that which shall be ; and 
that which is done is that 
which shall be done ; and there 
is no new thing under the sun. 
Is there any thing whereof it 
may be said, See, this is new ? 
it hath been already of old 
time, which was before us. 
There is no remembrance of 
former things; neither shall 
there be any remembrance of 
things that are to come with 
th68e that shall come after. 

5 I the Preacher was king 
over Israel in Jerusalem. And 
I gave my heart to seek and 
search out by wisdom concern- 
ing all things that are done 
under heaven : this sore travail 



hath God given to the sons of 
man to be exercised therewith. 

6 I have seen all the works 
that are done under the sun ; 
and, behold, all is vanity and 
vexation of spirit. That which 
is crooked cannot be made 
straight: and that which is 
wanting cannot be numbered. 

7 I communed with mine 
own heart, saying, Lo, I am 
come to great estate, and have 
gotten more wisdom than all 
they that have been before me 
in Jerusalem: yea, my heart 
had great experience of wisdom 
and knowledge. And I gave 
my heart to know wisdom i and 
to know madness and folly : I 
perceived that this also is vexa- 
tion of spirit. For in much 
wisdom is much grief: and he 
that increaseth knowledge in- 
creaseth sorrow. 

8 I said in my heart, Go to 
now, I will prove thee with 
mirth, therefore enjoy plea- 
sure: and, behold, this also is 
vanity. I said of laughter, 
It is mad : and of mirth, What 
doeth it ? 

9 I sought in my heart to 
give myself unto wine, yet 
acquainting my heart with 
wisdom; and to lay hold on 
folly, till I might see what was 
that good for the sons of men, 
which they should do under 
the heaven all the days of their 
life. 

10 1 made me great works ; 
I builded me houses; I planted 



( 191 ) 



me vineyards; I made me 
gardens and orchards, and I 
planted trees in them of all 
kind of fruits ; I made me pools 
of water, to water therewith 
the wood that bringeth forth 
trees; 

11 I got me servants and 
maidens, and had servants 
born in my house ; also I had 
great possessions of great and 
small cattle above all that were 
in Jerusalem before me ; 

12 1 gathered me also silver 
and gold, and the peculiar trea- 
sure of kings and of the pro- 
vinces ; I gat me men singers 
and women singers, and the 
delights of the sons of men, as 
musical instruments, and that 
of all sorts. 

13 So I was great, and in- 
ci*eased more than all that were 
before me in Jerusalem : also 
my wisdom remained with me. 
And whatsoever mine eyes 
desired I kept not from them, 
I withheld not my heart from 
any joy ; for my heart rejoiced 
in all my labour. 

14 And this was my por- 
tion of all my labour; — then 
I looked on all the works 
that my hands had wrought, 
and on the labour that I 
had laboured to do; and, 
behold, all was vanity and 
vexation of spirit, and there 
was no profit under the sun. 

15 And I turned myself to 
behold wisdom, and madness, 
and folly: for what can the 



man do that cometh after the 
king) even that which hath 
been already done. 

16 Then I saw that wisdom 
excelleth folly, as far as light 
excelleth darkness. The wise 
man's eyes are in his head; 
but the fool walketh in dark- 
ness : and I myself perceived 
also that one event happeneth 
to them all. 

17 Then said I in my heart, 
As it happeneth to the fool, so 
it happeneth even to me ; and 
why was I then more wisel 
Then I said in my heart, that 
this also is vanity. For there 
is no remembrance of the wise 
more than of the fool for ever ; 
seeing that which now is, in 
the days to come, shall all be 
forgotten. And how dieth the 
wise man ? As the fool. 

18 Therefore I hated life; 
because the work that is 
wrought under the sun is 
grievous unto me: for all is 
vanity and vexation of spirit 

19 Yea, I hated all my labour 
which I had taken under the 
sun ; because I should leave it 
unto the man that shall be 
after me : and who knoweth 
whether he shall be a wise 
man or a fool) yet shall he 
have rule over all my labour 
wherein I have laboured, and 
wherein I have shewed myself 
wise under the sun. This is 
also vanity. 

20 Therefore I went about 
to cause my heart to despair 
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of all the labour which I took 
under the sun. For there is 
a man whoae hiboiir is in wis- 
doiDy and in knowledge, and 
in equity ; yet to a man that 
hath not laboured therein shall 
he leave it for his portion. 
This also is vanity and a great 
eviL 

21 For what hath man of 
all his labour, and of the vexa- 
tion of his heart, wherein he 
hath laboured under the sun ¥ 
For all his days are sorrows, 
and his travail grief; yea, his 
heart taketh not rest in the 
night. This is also vanity. 

22 There is nothing better 
for a man than that he should 
eat and drink, and that he 
should make his soul enjoy 
good in his labour. This also 
I saw, that it was from the 
hand of God. For who can 
eat, or who else can hasten 
hereunto, more than I ? 

23 For God giveth to a man 
that is good in his sight, wisdom 
and knowledge, and joy : but 
to the sinner he giveth travail, 
to gather and to heap up, that 
he may give to him that is 
good before God. This also is 
vanity and vexation of spirit. 



2. 

1 To every thing there is a 



season, and a time to every 
purpose under the heaven: a 
time to be bom, and a time to 
die; a time to plant, and a 
time to pluck up that which is 
planted ; a time to kill, and a 
time to heal ; a time to break 
down, and a time to build up ; 
a time to weep, and a time to 
laugh ; a time to mourn, and 
a time to dance; a time to 
cast away stones, and a time 
to gather stones together; a 
time to embrace, and a time 
to refrain from embracing ; a 
time to get, and a time to lose; 
a time to keep, and a time to 
cast away; a time to rend, 
and a time to sew ; a time to 
keep silence, and a time to 
speak ; a time to love, and a 
time to hate ; a time of war, 
and a time of peace. 

2 What profit hath he that 
worketh in that wherein he 
laboureth? I have seen the 
travail, which God hath given 
to the sons of men to be exer- 
cised in it. 

3 He hath made every thing 
beautiful in his time : also he 
hath set the world ^ in their 
heart, so that no man can find 
out the work that God maketh, 
from the beginning to the end.^ 

4 I know that there is no 
good in them, but for a man 



^ Or, eternity. 

' The meaning probably is that man has in his heart infinite longings, 
but he is never satisfied. Ood has put into man*s heart the consciousness 
of, or feeling after, eternity ; but it is only " a travail which God hath 
given to the sons of men." 
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to rejoice, and to do good in 
his life ; and also that every 
man should eat and drink, and 
enjoy the good of all his la- 
bour: it is the gift of GUxi. 

5 I know that whatsoever 
God doethy it shall be for ever; 
nothing can be put to it, nor 
any thing taken from it : and 
God doeth it, that men should 
fear before him. That which 
hath been is now; and that 
which is to be hath already 
been : and God requireth that 
which is past.^ 

6 And moreover I saw un- 
der the sun the place of judg- 
ment, that wickedness was 
there ; and the place of right- 
eousness, that iniquity was 
there. I said in my heart, 
God shall judge the righteous 
and the wicked ; for there is a 
time there for every purpose 
and for every work. 



3. 

1 A GOOD name is better 
than precious ointment; and 
the day of death than the day 
of one's birth. 

2 It is better to go to the 
house of mourning than to go 
to the house of feasting ; for 
that is the end of all men, and 
the living will lay it to his 
heart. 

3 Sorrow is better than 
laughter : for by the sadness 



of the countenance the heart 
is made better. The heart of 
the wise is in the house of 
mourning; but the heart of 
fools is in the house of mirth. 

4 It is better to hear the 
rebuke of the wise than for a 
man to hear the song of fools. 
iFor as the crackling of thorns 
under a pot, so is the laughter 
of the fool ; this also is vanity. 

5 Surely oppression maketh 
a wise man mad ; and a gift 
destroyeth the heart. 

6 Better is the end of a 
thing than the beginning 
thereof: and the patient in 
spirit is better than the proud 
in spirit. Be not hasty in thy 
spirit to be angry ; for anger 
resteth in the bosom of fools. 

7 Say not thou, What is 
the cause that the former days 
were better than these 1 for 
thou dost not enquire wisely 
concerning this. 

8 Wisdom is good with an 
inheritance;^ and by it there 
is profit to them that see the 
sun. For wisdom is a defence, 
and money is a defence : but 
the excellency of knowledge 
is, that wisdom giveth life to 
them that have it. 

9 Consider the work of God: 
for who can make that straight 
which he hath made crooked 1 
In the day of prosperity be 
joyful, but in the day of ad- 



(t 



^ Or, God hringeth again that wJuch i8 pcut. 

^ The reading iQ the margin is a good and very suggestive one :- - 

Wisdom is as good as an inheritance, yea, better too.'* 
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▼ersitjoQiiflider : €rod also bath 
net the one over against the 
other. 

10 All things have I seen 
in the days of my vanity : 
there is a just man that perish- 
eth in his righteonsness, and 
there is a wicked man that 
prolongeth his life in his 
wickedness. Be not righteous 
over much ; neither make thy- 
self over wise : why shouldesi 
thou destroy thyself? Be not 
over much wicked, neither 
be thou foolish : why should- 
est thou die before thy time 9 ^ 



1 Cast thy bread upon the 
waters,^ for thou shalt find it 
after many days. Give a por- 
tion to seven, and also to 
eight; for thou knowest not 
what evil shall be upon the 
earth. 

2 If the clouds be full of 
rain, they empty themselves 
upon the earth; and if the 
tree fall toward the south, or 
toward the north, in the place 
where the tree falleth, there it 
shall lie. 

3 He that observeth the 
wind shall not sow; and he 



that regardeth the clouds shall 
not reap. In the morning 
sow thy seed, and in the even- 
ing withhold not thy hand: 
for thoa knowest not whether 
shall prosper, either this or 
that, or whether they both 
shall be alike good. 

4 Truly the light is sweet, 
and a pleasant thing it ia for 
the eyes to behold the sun; bat 
if a man live many years, and 
rejoice in them all; yet let 
him remember the days of 
darkness; for they shall be 
many. All that cometh is 
vanity. 

5 Bejoice, O young man, 
in thy youth; and let thy 
heart cheer thee in the days of 
thy youth, and walk in the 
ways of thy heart, and in 
the sight of thine eyes; but 
know thou, that for all these 
things God will bring thee 
into judgment 

6 Therefore remove sorrow 
from thy heart, and put away 
evil from thy flesh ; for child- 
hood and youth are vanity. 

7 Remember now thy Crea- 
tor in the days of thy youth, 
while the evil days come not, 
nor the years draw nigh when 



^ The last two verses contain the very essence of the writer's hopeless 
philosophy. He seems to say, You cannot alter anything, the crooked 
will be crooked ; take what comes, and do not trouble yonraelf. Do 
not be over anxious about righteousness : what is the use ? Do not 
be foolishly wicked : why should you kill yourself ? Let things alone. 

* In the east, seed corn has often to be sown on the water. Sinking 
to the bottom, it roots itself in the mud, and, on the subsidence of the 
flood, springs up under favourable conditions. 
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thou shalt say, I have no plea- 
sare in them : 

8 While the sun, or the 
light, or the moon,^or the stars, 
be not darkened, nor the 
clouds return after the rain : 
in the day when the keepers 
of the house shall tremble, and 
the strong men shall bow them- 
selves and the grinders ^ cease 
because they are few, and 
those that look out of the win- 
dows be darkened. 

9 And the doors shall be 
shut in the streets, when the 
sound of the grinding is low, 
and he shall rise up at the 
voice of the bird,^ and all the 
daughters of music shall be 
brought low : 

10 Also, when they shall 
be afraid of that which is high, 
and fears shall be in the way, 
and the almond tree shall 
flourish,^ and the grasshopper^ 
shall be a burden, and desire 
shall fail; because man go- 
eth to his long home, and 



the mourners go about the 
streets : ^ 

11 Or ever the silver cord 
be loosed, or the golden bowl 
be broken, or the pitcher be 
broken at the fountain, or the 
wheel broken at the cistern. 

12 Then shall the dust re- 
turn to the earth as it was ; 
and the spirit shall return unto 
God who gave it. 

13 Vanity of vanities, saith 
the preacher ; all is vanity. 

14 And moreover because 
the preacher was wise, he still 
taught the people knowledge ; 
yea, he gave good heed, and 
sought out, and set in order 
many proverbs. 

15 Let us hear the conclu- 
sion of the whole matter : fear 
God, and keep his command- 
ments : for this is the whole 
duty of man. For God shall 
bring every work into judg- 
ment, with every secret thing, 
whether it be good, or whether 
it be evil. 



^ Or, grinding maids. 

' Or, The/rightened bird shall fly hither and thitf^er, 

' Or, The aimond blossom shaU be neglected. 

* Or, locust. 

* The verses 8 to 10 have been long regarded as a description of age and 
its accompaniments ; but many now toke them as a description of a 
storm in an Eastern town, when every one is frightened, even at the 
table, where delicacies, like the locust or almond blossom, give no de- 
light. In any case, the analogy is intended as a description of death. 



[The Sono of Solomon is the book next in order, but it cannot be 
profitably adapted for beginners. It is a poem which, though long 
regarded as a kind of religious allegory, is manifestly a Hebrew love 
song or drama. In the "authorised version'* it is frequently very 
difficult to understand.] 
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THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET ISAIAH. 

This book contains " the vision " and the prophecies, or teachings, of 
one or more persons called Isaiah, and is almost entirely concerned 
with the misfortunes of Israel, the troubles hanging over Judah and 
Jerusalem, and the cherished hope of the nation's return to prosperity, 
and its advance to universal dominion. 



1 The vision of Isaiah the 
son of Amoz, which he saw 
concerning Judah and Jeru- 
salem in the days of XJzziah, 
Jotham, Ahazy and Hezekiah, 
kings of Judah. 

2 Hear, O heavens, and 
give ear, O earth ; for the Lord 
hath spoken. I have nourished 
and brought up children, and 
they have rebelled against me. 
The ox knoweth his owner, 
and the ass his master's crib : 
but Israel doth not know, my 
people doth not consider. 

3 Ah sinful nation, a people 
laden with iniquity, a seed of 
evildoers, children that are 
corrupters : they have forsaken 
the Lord, they have provoked 
the Holy One of Israel unto 
anger, they are gone away 
backward. Why should ye be 
stricken any more 1 ye will re- 
volt more and more : the whole 
head is sick, and the whole 
heart faint. 

4 Your country is desolate, 
your cities are burned with 
fire : your land, strangers de- 
vour it in your presence, and 



it is desolate, as ovei*thrown 
by strangers. Except the Lord 
of hosts had left unto us a vety 
small remnant, we should have 
been as Sodom, and we should 
have been like unto Gomorrah. 

5 Hear the word of the 
Lord, ye rulers of Sodom ; give 
ear unto the law of our God, 
ye people of Gomorrah.^ 

6 To what purpose is the 
multitude of your sacrifices on- 
to me ? saith the Lord : I am 
full of the burnt offerings of 
rams, and the fat of fed beasts ; 
and I delight not in the blood 
of bullocks, or of lambs, or of 
he goats. When ye come to 
appear before me, who hath 
required this at your hand, to 
tread my courts ? 

7 Bring no more vain obla- 
tions ; incense is an abomina- 
tion unto me j the new moons 
and sabbaths, the calling of 
assemblies, I cannot away with; 
it is iniquity, even the solemn 
meeting. Your new moons, 
and your appointed feasts, mj 
soul hateth : they are a trouble 
unto me, I am weary to bear 
them. And when ye spread 



^ The prophet, having named Sodom and Gomorrah, here drives home 
his reproof by addressing the people, as though Judah and Jerusalem 
actually were Sodom and Gomorrah. 
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forth your hands, I will hide 
mine eyes from you : yea, when 
ye make many prayers I will 
not hear : your hands are full 
of blood. 

8 Wash you ; make you 
clean; put away the evil of 
your doings from before mine 
eyes; cease to do evil; learn 
to do well; seek judgment; re- 
lieve the oppressed ; judge the 
fatherless; plead for the widow. 

9 Come now and let us rea- 
son together, saith the Lord : 
though your sins be as scarlet, 
they shall be as white as snow ; 
though they be red like crim- 
son, they shall be as wool. If 
ye be willing and obedient, ye 
shall eat the good of the land : 
but if ye refuse and rebel, ye 
shall be devoured with the 
sword : for the mouth of the 
Lord hath spoken it. 



2. 

1 The word that Isaiah^ the 
son of Amoz saw concerning 
Judah and Jerusalem. 

2 And it shall come to pass 
in the last days, that the moun- 
tain of the Lord's house shall 
be established in the top of the 
mountains, and shall be exalted 
above the hills; and all nations 
shall flow unto it. 

3 And many people shall go 
and say. Come ye, and let us 
go up to the mountain of the 
Lord, to the house of the God 
of Jacob ; and he will teach 
us of his ways, and we will 



walk in his paths : for out of 
Zion shall go forth the law, 
and the word of the Lord from 
Jerusalem. 

4 And he shall judge among 
the nations, and shall rebuke 
many people : and they shall 
beat their swords into plough- 
shares, and their spears into 
pruning hooks : nation shall 
not lift up sword against na- 
tion, neither shall they learn 
war any more. O house of 
Jacob, come ye, and let us 
walk in the light of the Lord. 



3. 

1 Now will I sing to my 
well-beloved a song of my be- 
loved touching his vineyard. 
My well-beloved hath a vine- 
yard in a very fruitful hill: 
and he fenced it, and gathered 
out the stones thereof, and 
planted it with the choicest 
vine, and built a tower in the 
middle of it, and also made a 
wine press therein: and he 
looked that it should bring 
forth grapes, and it brought 
forth wild grapes. 

2 And now, O inhabitants 
of Jerusalem, and men of 
Judah, judge, I pray you, 
betwixt me and my vineyard. 
What could have been done 
more to my vineyard, that I 
have not done in it? where- 
fore when I looked that it 
should bring forth grapes, 
brought it forth wild grapes ? 

3 And now go to; I will 
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tell joa what I will do to my 
vineyard : I will take away 
the hedge thereof, and it shall 
be eaten up ; and break down 
the wall thereof, and it shall 
be trodden down : and I will 
lay it waste: it shall not be 
pruned, nor digged ; but there 
shall come up briers and thorns: 
I will also command the clouds 
that they rain no rain upon it. 

4 For the vineyard of the 
Lord of hosts is the house of 
Israel, and the men of Judah 
his pleasant plant : and he 
looked for judgment, but be- 
hold oppression ; for righteous- 
ness, but behold a cry. 

5 Woe unto them that call 
evil good, and good evil ; that 
put darkness for light, and 
light for darkness; that put 
bitter for sweet, and sweet for 
bitter ! Woe unto them that 
are wise in their own eyes, 
and prudent in their own 
sight ! Woe unto them that 
are mighty to drink wine, and 
men of strength to mingle 
strong drink, which justify 
the wicked for reward, and 
take away the righteousness 
of the righteous from him ! 

6 Therefore as the fire de- 
Toureth the stubble, and the 
flame consumeth the chaff, so 



their root shall be as rotten- 
ness, and their blossom shall 
go up as dust: because they 
have cast away the law of the 
Lord of hosts, and despised the 
word of the Holy One of Israel 



4. 

1 And there shall come 
forth a rod out of the stem 
of Jesse, and a branch shall 
grow out of his roots : ^ and 
the spirit of the Lord shall 
rest upon him, the spirit of 
wisdom and understanding, the 
spirit of counsel and might, the 
spirit of knowledge and of the 
fear of the Lord; and shall 
make him of quick under- 
standing in the fear of the 
Lord. 

2 And he shall not judge 
after the sight of his eyes, 
neither I'eprove after the hear- 
ing of his ears : but with 
righteousness shall he judge 
the poor, and reprove with 
equity for the meek of the 
earth : and he shall smite the 
earth with the rod of his 
mouth, and with the breath 
of his lips ^ shall he slay the 
wicked. And righteousness 
shall be the girdle of his loins, 
and faithfulness the girdle of 
his reins. 



^ That is, a ruler descended from Jesse, the father of David, the king. 
In the days of the nation's trouble, the Hebrew prophets never ceased 
to look for one who should again make it a power in the world. 

* "The rod of his mouth " and ''the breath of his lips" are poetic 
expressions for that which goes forth from the mouth, namely, the 
righteous decisions of this good and powerful ruler. 
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3 The wolf also shall dwell 
with the lamb, and the leopard 
shall lie down with the kid; 
and the calf and the young 
lion and the fatling together ; 
and a little child shall lead 
them. 

4 And the cow and the 
bear shall feed ; their young 
ones shall lie down together : 
and the lion shall eat straw 
like the ox. And the sucking 
child shall play on the hole of 
the asp, and the weaned child 
shall put his hand on the 
cockatrice'^ den. 

5 They shall not hurt nor 
destroy in all my holy moun- 
tain: for the earth shall be 
full of the knowledge of the 
Lord, as the waters cover the 
sea. 



6., 

1 O Lord, thou art my 
God ; I will exalt thee, I will 
praise thy name; for thou 
hast done wonderful things; 
thy counsels of old are faith- 
fulness and tinith. 

2 For thou hast been a 
strength to the poor, a strength 
to the needy in his distress, a 
refuge from the storm, a sha- 
dow from the heat, when the 
blast of the terrible ones is as 
a storm against the wall. 

3 He will swallow up death 
in victory : and the Lord God 
will viripe away tears from off 



all faces ; and the rebuke of 
his people shall he take away 
from o^ all the earth : for the 
Lord hath spoken it. 

4 And it shall be said in 
that day, Lo, this is our God ; 
we have waited for him, and 
he will save us: this is the 
Lord; we have waited for him, 
we will be glad and rejoice in 
his salvation. 

5 In that day shall this 
song be sung in the land of 
Judah; We have a strong 
city; salvation will God ap- 
point for walls and bulwarks. 
Open ye the gates, that the 
righteous nation which keepeth 
the truth may enter in. 

6 Thou wilt keep him in 
perfect peace, whose mind is 
stayed on thee; because he 
trusteth in thee. Trust ye in 
the Lord for ever : for in the 
Lord Jehovah is everlasting 
strength : 

7 For he bringeth down 
them that dwell on high ; the 
lofty city, he layeth it low ; he 
layeth it low, even to the 
ground; he bringeth it even 
to the dust. The foot shall 
tread it down, even the feet of 
the poor, and the steps of the 
needy. 

8 The way of the just is 
uprightness: thou, most up- 
right, dost weigh the path of 
the just. Yea, in the way of 
thy judgments, O Lord, have 



' A species of adder. 
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we waited for thee ; the desire 
of our soul is to thy name, and 
to the remembrance of thee. 

9 With my soul have I de- 
sired thee in the night ; yea, 
with my spirit within me will 
I seek thee early: for when 
thy judgments are in the earth, 
the inhabitants of the world 
will learn righteousness. 



6. 

1 Behold, a king shall reign 
in righteousness, and princes 
shall rule in judgment. And 
a man shall be as a hiding 
place from the wind, and a 
covert from the tempest; as 
rivers of water in a dry place, 
as the shadow of a great rock 
in a weary land. 

2 And the eyes of them 
that see shall not be dim, and 
the ears of them that hear shall 
hearken. The heart also of 
the rash shall understand know- 
ledge, and the tongue of the 
stammerers shall be ready to 
speak plainly. 

3 The vile person shall be 
no more called liberal, nor the 
churl said to be bountiful. 
For the vile person will speak 
villany, and his heart will work 
iniquity, to practise hypocrisy, 
and to utter error against the 
Lord, to make empty the soul 



of the hungry, and he will 
cause the drink of the thirsty 
to fail. 

4 The instruments also of 
the churl are evil : he deviseth 
wicked devices to destroy the 
poor with lying words, even 
when the needy speaketh right. 
But the liberal deviseth liberal 
things ; and by liberal things 
shall he stand. 

6 Upon the land of my 
people shall come up thorns 
and briers : yea, upon all the 
houses of joy in the joyous 
city ; because the palaces shall 
be forsaken ; the multitude of 
the city shall be left; the forts 
and towers shall be for dens 
for ever, a joy of wild asses, a 
pasture of flocks; until the 
spirit be poured upon us from 
on high, and the wilderness be 
a fruitful field, and the fruitful 
field be counted for a forest.^ 

6 Then judgment shall dwell 
in the wUdemess, and right- 
eousness remain in the fruitful 
field. And the work of right- 
eousness shall be peace; and 
the effect of righteousness 
quietness and assurance for 
ever. And my people shall 
dwell in a peaceable habitation, 
and in sure dwellings, and in 
quiet resting places. 

7 Hear, ye that are far off, 
what I have done; and, ye 



^ The meaning probably is, that the change for the better will be so 
great that what are now deemed fruitful ndlds will then be thoueht 
wild places ; and what are wild places now will become fruitful fielos. 
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that are near, acknowledge my 
might. 

8 He that walketh right- 
eously, and speaketh uprightly; 
he that despiseth the gain of 
oppressions, that shaketh his 
hands from holding of bribes, 
that stoppeth his ears from 
hearing of blood, and shutteth 
his eyes from seeing evil ; he 
shall dwell on high : his place 
of defence shall be the muni- 
tions^ of rocks : bread shall be 
given him; his waters shall be 
sure. 

9 Thine eyes shall see the 
king in his beauty : they shall 
behold the land that is very 
far off.2 

10 Look upon Zion, the city 
of our solemnities : thine eyes 
shall see Jerusalem a quiet 
habitation, a tabernacle that 
shall not be taken down ; not 
one of the stakes thereof shall 
ever be removed, neither shall 
any of the cords thereof be 
broken. And the inhabitant 
shall not say, I am sick : the 
people that dwell therein shall 
be forgiven their iniquity. 

11 The wilderness and the 
solitary place shall be glad for 
them;^ and the desert shall 



rejoice, and blossom as the 
rose. It shall blossom abun- 
dantly, and rejoice even with 
joy and singing : the glory of 
Lebanon shall be given unto 
it, the excellency of Carmel 
and Sharon; they shall see the 
glory of the Lord, and the ex- 
cellency of our God. 

12 Strengthen ye the weak 
hands, and confirm the feeble 
knees. Say to them that are 
of a fearful heart, Be strong, 
fear not: behold, your God 
will come with vengeance, even 
God with a recompence; he 
will come and save you. 

13 Then the eyes of the 
blind shall be opened, and the 
ears of the deaf shall be un- 
stopped. Then shall the lame 
man leap as a hart, and the 
tongue of the dumb sing : for 
in the wilderness shall waters 
break out, and streams in the 
desert. 

14 And a highway shall be 
there, and a way, and it shall 
be called, The way of holiness. 
The unclean shall not pass over 
it : but it shall be for those : 
the wayfaring men, though 
fools, shall not err therein.^ 

15 No lion shall be there. 



1 Or, strongholds, 

^ Perhaps this was written in the land of the captivity : or perhaps 
it only describes the country as free from invaders ; the phrase *^ the 
land that is very far off'' meaning, in that case, the outermost limits oj 
the land. 

' Or, on account of these things. 

* The meaning probably is, that this way should only be for the 
Israelites ; the way home from captivity. 
U 
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nor buj ntrenoos beast shall 
go Qp thereoDy it shall not be 
found there; bat the redeemed 
shall walk there : and the ran- 
somed of the Lord shall return, 
and come to Zion with songs 
and everlasting joj upon their 
heads; they shall obtain joy 
and gladness, and sorrow and 
sighing shall flee away. 



1 Comfort ye, comfort ye, 
my people, saith your Qod. 
Speak ye comfortably to Jeru- 
salem, and cry unto her, that 
her warfare is accomplished, 
that her iniquity is pardoned ; 
for she hath received of the 
Lord's hand double for all her 
sins. 

2 The voice of him that 
crieth in the wilderness, Pre- 
pare ye the way of the Lord, 
make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God. Every 
valley shall be exalted, and 
every mountain and hill shall 
be made low ; and the crooked 
shall be made straight, and 
the rough places plain : and 
the glory of the Lord shall be 
revealed, and all flesh shall 
see it together : for the mouth 
of the Lord hath spoken it. 

3 The voice said, Cry. And 
he said. What shall I cryl 
All flesh is grass, and all the 
goodliness thereof is as the 
flower of the fleld : the grass 



witheredi, the flower fadeth : 
because the spirit^ of the Lord 
bloweth upon itw Surely the 
people is gias& The grass 
withereth, the flower fieuieth; 
but the word of our €rod shall 
stand for ever. 

4 O Zion, that bringest 
good tidings, get thee up into 
the high mountain. O Jeru- 
salem, that bringest good tid- 
ings, lift up thy voice with 
strength ; lift it up, be not 
afraid ; say unto the cities of 
Judah, Behold your God ! 

5 Behold, the Lord God 
will come with strong hand, 
and his arm shall rule for him : 
behold, his reward is with him, 
and his work before him. He 
shall feed his flock like a shep- 
herd : he shall gather the 
lambs with his arm, and carry 
them in his bosom, and shall 
gently lead those that are with 
young. 

6 Who hath measured the 
waters in the hollow of his 
hand, and meted out heaven 
with the span, and compre- 
hended the dust of the earth 
in a measure, and weighed the 
mountains in scales, and the 
hills in a balance 1 

7 Who hath directed the 
Spirit of the Lord, or being 
his counsellor hath taught himi 
With whom took he counsel, 
and who instructed him, and 
taught him in the path of 



1 Or, wind. 
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judgment, and taught him 
knowledge, and shewed to him 
the way of understanding 1 

8 Behold, the nations are 
as a drop of a bucket, and are 
counted as the small dust 
of the balance : behold, he 
taketh up the isles as a very 
little thing. And Lebanon is 
not sufficient to bum, nor the 
beasts thereof sufficient for a 
burnt offering. All nations 
before him are as nothing; 
and they are counted to him 
less than nothing, and vanity. 

9 To whom then will ye 
liken God? or what likeness 
will ye compare unto him 1 

10 The workman melteth a 
graven image, and the gold- 
smith spreadeth it over with 
gold, and casteth silver chains. 
He that is so impoverished 
that he hath no oblation, 
chooseth a tree that will not 
rot : he seeketh unto him a 
cunning workman to prepare 
a graven image, that shall not 
be moved. 

11 Have ye not known? 
have ye not heard? hath it 
not been told you from the 
beginning? have ye not un- 
derstood from the foundations 
of the earth? It is he that 
sitteth upon the circle of the 
earth, and the inhabitants 
thereof are as grasshoppers; 
that stretcheth out the heavens 
as a curtain and spreadeth 
them out as a tent to dwell 
in ; that bringeth the princes 



to nothing; he maketh the 
judges of the earth as vanity. 

12 Yea, they shall not be 
planted ; yea, they shall not 
be sown ; yea, their stock shall 
not take root in the earth: 
and he shall also blow upon 
them, and they shall wither, 
and the whirlwind shall take 
them away as stubble. 

13 To whom then will ye 
liken me, or shall I be equal ? 
saith the Holy One. Lift up 
your eyes on high, and behold 
who hath created these things, 
that bringeth out their host 
by number. He calleth them 
all by names. By the great- 
ness of his might, for that he 
is strong in power, not one 
faileth. 

14 Why say est thou, O 
Jacob, and speakest, O Israel, 
My way is hid from the Lord, 
and my judgment is passed 
over from my God? Hast 
thou not known? hast thou 
not heard, that the everlasting 
God, the Lord, the Creator of 
the ends of the earth, fainteth 
not, neither is weary? there 
is no searching of his under- 
standing. 

15 He giveth power to the 
faint ; and to them that have 
no might he increaseth strength. 
Even the youths shall faint 
and be weary, and the young 
men -shall utterly fall; but 
they that wait upon the Lord 
shall renew their strength; 
they shall mount up with 
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wings as eagles; they shall 
ran, and not be weary; and 
they shall walk, and not faint. 



8 

1 Behold my servant^^ 
whom I uphold; mine elect, 
in whom my soid delighteth : 
I have pat my spirit npon 
him: he shall bring forth 
judgment to the Gentiles. 

2 He shall not cry, nor lift 
ap, nor cause his Toice to be 
heard in the street. A bruised 
reed shall he not break, and 
the smoking flax shall he not 
quench : he shall bring forth 
judgment unto truth. He 
shall not fail nor be discour- 
aged, till he have set judgment 
in the earth : and the isles 
shall wait for his law. 

3 Thus saith God the Lord, 
he that created the heavens, 
and stretched them out; he 
that spread forth the earth, 
and that which cometh out of 
it ; he that giveth breath unto 
the people upon it, and spirit 
to them that walk therein, 
I the Lord have called thee in 
righteousness, and will hold 
thy hand, and will keep thee, 



and give thee for a covenant 
of the people, for a light of the 
Gentiles; to open the blind 
eyes, to bring out the prisoners 
from the prison, and them 
that sit in darkness out of the 
prison house. 

4 I am the Lord: that is 
my name : and my glory will 
I not give to anotiier, neither 
my praise to graven images. 

5 Awake, awake; put on 
thy strength, O Zion; put on 
thy beautiful garments, O 
Jerusalem, the holy city : for 
henceforth there shall no more 
come into thee the uncircum- 
cised and the unclean. 

6 Shake thyself from the 
dust, O Jerusalem:^ loose thy- 
self from the bands of thy 
neck, O captive daughter of 
Zion. For thus saith the 
Lord, Ye have sold yourselves 
for nought; and ye shall be 
redeemed without money. 

7 For thus saith the Lord 
God, My people went down 
aforetime into Egypt to sojourn 
there; and the Assyrian op- 
pressed them without causa 

8 Now therefore, what have 
I here, saith the Lord, that my 



1 Many times, in this book, the nation, or the faithfal part of the 
nation, is personified, and called Jehovah's '* servant," or "Israel my 
servant." The prophets never ceased to believe that the nation, purged 
of its idolatry and uaiqnit;^, would be restored to even more than its old 
glorv and influence, and, in fact, shine out at last as the lawgiver and 
teacher of the world. 

* Here Jerusalem, as the central and sacred city, is personified, just as 
the nation, or the faithful part of the nation, is elsewhere personified, 
and called Jehovah's "servant." 
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people is taken away for 
nought? they that rule over 
them make them to howl, 
saith the Lord; and my name 
continually every day is blas- 
phemed. Therefore my people 
shall know my name: there- 
fore they shall know in that 
day that I am he that doth 
speak : behold, it is I. 

9 How beautiful upon the 
mountains ar^ the feet of him 
that bringeth good tidings, 
that publisheth peace; that 
bringeth good tidings of good, 
that publisheth salvation; that 
saith unto Zion, Thy God 
reigneth !^ 

10 Thy watchmen shall lift 
up the voice; with the voice 
together shall they sing: for 
they shall see eye to eye, when 
the Lord shall bring again 
Zion« 

1 1 Break forth into j oy, sing 
together, ye waste places of 
Jerusalem : for the Lord hath 
comforted his people, he hath 
r^deemedJerlisalem. The Lord 



hath made bare his holy arm 
in the eyes of all the nations ; 
and all the ends of the earth 
shall see the salvation of our 
God. 



9. 

1 Behold, my servant shall 
deal prudently, he shall be ex- 
alted and extolled, and be very 
high. As many were astonied 
at thee, his visage was so 
marred more than any man, 
and his form more than the 
sons of men, so shall he sprinkle^ 
many nations. The kings shall 
shut their mouths at him : for 
that which had not been told 
them shall they see ; and that 
which they had not heard shall 
they consider. 

2 Who hath believed our 
report? and to whom is the 
arm of the Lord revealed ? For 
he shall grow up^ before him 
as a tender plant, and as a 
root out of a dry ground : he 
hath^ no form or comeliness; 
and when we shall see him,^ 



^ This verse evidently refers to the bringer of the good news, who 
announced the return of the captives to Jerusalem. 

^ Or, eoccUe the admiration of. The meaning is, that the struggling 
''servant'' of the Lord would come to honour before all the nations. 
As many as were before astonished at the nation's marred and wretched 
condition, just so many would now wonder and admire. Antagonistic 
or scoffing kings would **shut their mouths." This verse makes it 
abundantly clear that this "servant," all along referred to, is the nation, 
or the righteous part of it, and that the prophet is referring to the 
nation and its exaltation. 

" Or, he grew up. This is descriptive, not predictive, as the following 
verses shew. The prophet is describing what had already grown up 
in the nation, though so few * * believed it. 

* Or, had, ^ Or, that we should regard him. 
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there is^ no beauty that we 
should desire him.^ 

3 He is^ despised and re- 
jected of men; a man of sor- 
rows, and acquainted with grief: 
and we hid as it were our faces 
from him; he was despised, and 
we esteemed him not. 

4 Surely he hath borne our 
griefs, and carried our sorrows : 
yet we did esteem him stricken, 
smitten of God, and afflicted. 
But he was wounded for our 
transgressions, he was bruised 
for our iniquities : the chastise- 
ment of our peace was upon 
him ; and with his stripes we 
are healed. All we like sheep 
have gone astray; we have 
turned every one to his own 
way ; and the Lord hath laid 
on him the iniquity of us all 

5 He was oppressed, and he 
was afflicted, yet he opened 
not his mouth: he is brought 
as a lamb to the slaughter, and 
as a sheep before her shearers 
is dumb, so he openeth not his 
mouth. 

6 He was taken from prison 
and from judgment : and who 
shall declare his generation? 



for be was cut off out of the 
land of the living : for the 
transgression of my people was 
he stricken. And he made his 
grave with the wicked, and 
with the lich^ in his death; 
because^ he had done no vio- 
lence, neither was any deceit 
in his mouth. 

7 Yet it pleased the Lord 
to bruise him; he hath put 
him to grief. When^ thou shalt 
make his soul an offering for 
sin, he shall see his seed, he 
shall prolong his days, and the 
pleasure of the Lord shall pros- 
per in his hand. He shall see 
of the travail of his soul, and 
shall be satisfied: byhisloiow- 
ledge shall my righteous ser- 
vant justify many ;^ for he shall 
bear their iniquities. 

8 Therefore will I divide 
him a portion with the great, 
and he shall divide the spoil 
with the strong, because he 
hath poured out his soul unto 
death, and he was numbered 
with the transgressors, and 
he bare the sin of many, and 
made intercession for the trans- 
gressors. 



1 Or, was. 

' Israel, or the *' servant," is referred to here, as enduring misery 
and indignity for *Hhe transgressions" of the i>eople. The belief 
of all the prophets was, that the calamities which came upon the 
nation were the consequences of its wrong-doing, — God*s punishments, 
in fact, for transgression and sin; but they aJso believed that this 
'* servant" of God, now appearing only like a struggling '* tender 
plant," growing " out of a dry ground," would ultimately redeem the 
nation by its su£ferings, and bless the world by its "knowledge." 

' Or, was, * Or, arrogant, " Or, although. 

' Or, although, ^ Or, make many righteous. 
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10. 

1 Ho,everyonethatthir8tetby 
come ye to the waters, and he 
that hath no money, come ye, 
buy and eat; yea, come, buy 
wine ai^d milk without money 
and without price. 

2 Wherefore do ye spend 
money for that which is not 
bread] and your labour for 
that which satisfieth not 1 
hearken diligently unto me, 
and eat ye that which is good, 
and let your soul delight itself 
in fatness. 

3 Incline your ear, and come 
unto me : hear, and your soul 
shall live; and I will make an 
everlasting covenant with you, 
even the sure mercies of David. 
Behold I have given him for 
a witness to the people, a leader 
and commander to the people. 

4 Behold, thou shalt call a 
nation that thou knowest not, 
and nations that knew not thee 
shall run unto thee because of 
the Lord thy God, and for the 
Holy One of Israel; for he 
hath glorified thee.^ 

5 Seek ye the Lord while 
he may be found, call ye upon 
him while he is near : let the 
wicked forsake his way, and the 
unrighteous man his thoughts; 
and let him return unto the 
Lord, and he will have mercy 
upon him, and to our God, 
for he will abundantly pardon. 



6 For my thoughts are not 
your thoughts, neither are your 
ways my ways, saith the Lord. 
For as the heavens are higher 
than the earth, so are my ways 
higher than your ways, and my 
thoughts than your thoughts. 

7 For as the rain cometh 
down, and the snow from 
heaven, and returneth not 
thither, but watereth the earth, 
and maketh it bring forth and 
bud, that it may give seed to 
the sower and bread to the 
eater, so shall my word be 
that goeth forth out of my 
mouth : it shall not return 
unto me void, but it shall 
accomplish that which I please, 
and it shall prosper in the 
thing whereto I sent it. 

8 For ye shall go out with 
joy, and be led forth with 
peace : the mountains and the 
hills shall break forth before 
you into singing, and all the 
trees of the field shall clap 
their hands. 

9 Instead of the thorn shall 
come up the fir tree, and in- 
stead of the brier shall come 
up the myrtle tree, and it 
shall be to the Lord for a 
name, for an everlasting sign 
that shall not be cut off. 



11. 
1 The Spirit of the Lord 
God is upon me, because the 



1 The prophet, evidently, still dwells upon the restoration of the 
nation, and its exaltation in the world. 
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Lord hath anointed me to 
preach good tidings nnto the 
meek : he hath sent me to 
bind np the broken-hearted, to 
proclaim liberty to the cap- 
tives, and the opening of the 
prison to them that are boond ; 
to proclaim the acceptable year 
of the Lord, and the day of 
vengeance of our Grod; to com- 
fort all that mourn ; 

2 To appoint unto them that 
monm in Zion, to give onto 
them beauty for ashes, the oil 
of joy for mourning, the gar- 
ment of praise for the spirit of 
heaviness ; that they might be 
called trees of righteousness, 
the planting of the Lord, that 
he might be glorified. 

3 And they shall build the 
old wastes, they shall raise up 
the former desolations, and 
they shall repair the waste 
cities, the desolations of many 
generations. And strangers 
shall stand and feed your 
flocks, and the sons of the 
alien shall be your plowmen 
and your vinedressers. 

4 But ye shall be named 
the priests of the Lord : men 
shall call you the ministers of 
our God : ye shall eat the 
riches of the Gentiles, and in 
their glory shall ye boast your- 
selves. For your shame ye 



shall have double;^ and for 
confusion they shall rejoice in 
their portion : therefore in 
their land they shall possess 
the double: everlasting joy 
shall be unto them. 

5 For I the Lord love judg- 
ment, I hate robbery for burnt 
offering; and I will direct their 
work in truth, and I will make 
an everlasting covenant with 
them. 

6 And their seed shall be 
known among the Gentiles, 
and their offspring among the 
people : all that see them shall 
acknowledge them, that they 
are the seed which the Lord 
hath blessed. 

7 I will greatly rejoice in 
the Lord: my soul shall be 
joyful in my God; for he hath 
clothed me with the garments 
of salvation, he hath covered 
me with the robe of righteous- 
ness, as a bridegroom decketh 
himself with ornaments, and 
as a bride adometh herself 
with her jewels. 

8 For as the earth bringeth 
forth her bud, and as the 
garden causeth the things that 
are sown in it to spring forth, 
so the Lord God will cause 
righteousness and praise to 
spring forth before all the na- 
tions. 



^ Or, a double repayment. 
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THE BOOK OP THE PROPHET 

JEREMIAH. 

This Book, like most of the Books of the prophets, has reference to the 
miserable condition of the Jews, suffering, or about to suffer, from the 
invader. The prophets believed that Sie people were carried away 
into captivity as a punishment for their sins, or for their unfaithful- 
ness to the worship of Jehovah. 



1. 

1 The words of Jeremiah 
the son of Hilkiah, of the 
priests that were in Anathoth 
in the land of Benjamin; to 
whom the word of the Lord 
came in the days of Josiah the 
son of Amon king of Jadah, 
in the thirteenth year of his 
reign. 

2 It came also in the days 
of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah 
king of Judah, unto the end 
of the eleventh year of Zede- 
kiah the son of Josiah king of 
Judah, unto the carrying away 
of Jerusalem captive in the 
fifth month. 

3 Then the word of the 
Lord came unto me, saying, 
Before I formed thee I knew 
thee, and I ordained thee a 
prophet unto the nations. 

4 Then said I, Ah, Lord 
God ! behold, I cannot speak : 
for I am a child. But the 
Lord said unto me. Say not, 
I am a child : for thou shalt 
go to all that I shall send thee, 
and whatsoever I command 
thee thou shalt speak. Be 
not afraid of their faces : for I 
am with thee to deliver thee, 
sadth the Lord. 



5 Then the Lord put forth 
his hand, and touched my 
mouth. And the Lord said 
unto me. Behold, I have put 
my words in thy mouth. See, 
I have this day set thee over 
the nations and over the king- 
doms, to root out, and to pull 
down, and to destroy, and to 
throw down, to build, and to 
plant. 

6 Moreover the word of the 
Lord came to me, saying, Go 
and cry in the ears of Jerusa- 
lem, saying. Thus saith the 
Lord; I remember thee, the 
kindness of thy youth, the love 
of thine espousals, when thou 
wentest after me in the wilder- 
ness, in a land that was not 
sown. 

7 Israel was holiness unto 
the Lord, and the firstfraits of 
his increase: all that devour 
him shall offend; evil shall 
come upon them, saith the 
Lord. 

8 Hear ye the word of the 
Lord, O house of Jacob, and 
all the families of the house of 
Israel : thas saith the Lord, 
What iniquity have your fa- 
thers found in me, that they 
are gone far from me, and 
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have walked after vanity, and 
are become vain? 

9 Neither said they, Where 
is the Lord that broa^ht us 
up out of the land of Egypt, 
that led us through the wilder- 
ness, through a land of deserts 
and of pits, through a land of 
drought, and of the shadow of 
death, through a land that no 
man passed through, and where 
no man dwelt 9 

10 And I brought you into 
a plentiful country, to eat the 
fruit thereof and the goodness 
thereof ; but when ye entered, 
ye defiled my land, and made 
my heritage an abomination. 

11 The priests said not, 
Where is the Lord 1 and they 
that handle the law knew me 
not : the pastors also trans- 
gressed against me, and the 
prophets prophesied by Baal, 
and walked after things that 
do not profit. 

12 Wherefore I will yet 
plead with you, saith the Lord, 
and with your children's chil- 
dren will I plead. For pass 
over the isles of Chittim, and 
see ; and send unto Kedar, and 
consider diligently, and see if 
there be such a thing. Hath 
a nation changed their gods, 
which are yet no gods? but 
my people have changed their 
glory for that which doth not 
profit. 

13 Be astonished, O ye hea- 
vens, at this, and be horribly 
afraid, be ye very desolate. 



saith the Lord : for my people 
have committed two evils; 
they have forsaken me the 
fountain of living waters, and 
hewed them out cisterns, 
broken cisterns, that can hold 
no water. 

14 Thine own wickedness 
shall correct thee, and thy 
backslidings shall reprove thee: 
know therefore and see that it 
is an evil thing and bitter, 
that thou hast forsaken the 
Lord thy God, and that my 
fear is not in thee, saith the 
Lord Grod of hosta 

15 Yet I had planted thee 
a noble vine, wholly a right 
seed : how then art thou turned 
into the degenerate plant of a 
strange vine unto me ? 



2. 

1 Run ye to and fro through 
the streets of Jerusalem, and 
see now, and know, and seek 
in the broad places thereof, if 
ye can find a man, if there be 
any that ezecuteth judgment, 
that seeketh the truth ; and I 
will pardon it. And though 
they say. The Lord liveth, 
surely they swear falsely. 

2 O Lord, are not thine 
eyes upon the truth? thou bast 
stricken them, but they have 
not grieved; thou hast con- 
sumed them, but they have 
refused to receive correction : 
they have made their faces 
harder than a roek ; they have 
refused to return. 



( 211 ) 



3 Therefore I said, Surely 
these are poor; they are fool- 
ish: for they know not the 
way of the Lord, nor the 
judgment of their God. I will 
get me unto the great men, 
and will speak unto them ; for 
they have known the way of 
the Lord, and the judgment of 
their God. But these have al- 
together broken the yoke, and 
burst the bonds. 

4 Wherefore a lion out of 
the forest shall slay them, and 
a wolf of the evenings shall 
spoil them, a leopard shall 
watch over their cities : every 
one that goeth out thence shall 
be torn in pieces; because their 
transgressions are many, and 
their backslidings are in- 
creased. 

5 Lo, I will bring a nation 
upon you from far, O house of 
Israel, saith the Lord : it is a 
mighty nation, it is an ancient 
nation, a nation whose lan- 
guage thou knowest not, nei- 
ther understandest what they 
say. 

6 Their quiver is as an open 
sepulchre, they are all mighty 
men. And they shall eat up 
thy harvest, and thy bread 
which thy sons and thy daugh- 
ters should eat : they shall eat* 
up thy flocks and thy herds : 
they shall eat up thy vines 
and thy fig trees : they shall 
impoverish thy fenced cities, 
wherein thou trustedst, with 
the sword. Nevertheless in 



those days, saith the Lord, I 
will not make a full end with 
you. 

7 And it shall come to pass, 
when ye shall say. Wherefore 
doeth the Lord our God all 
these things unto us? then 
shalt thou answer them. Like 
as ye have forsaken me, and 
served strange gods in your 
land, so shall ye serve strangers 
in a land that is not yours. 

8 When I would comfort 
myself against sorrow, my 
heart is faint in me. 

9 Behold, the voice of the 
cry of the daughter of my 
people because of them that 
dwell in a far country. Is not 
the Lord in Zion ? is not her 
king in her ? Why have they 
provoked me to anger with 
their graven images, and with 
strange vanities ? 

10 The harvest^ is past, the 
summer is ended, and we are 
not saved. Is there no balm 
in Gilead; is there no physician 
there? why then is not the 
health of the daughter of my 
people recovered ? 

11 Oh that my head were 
waters, and mine eyes a foun- 
tain of tears, that I might 
weep day and night for the 
slain of the daughter of my 
people ! 



3. 

1 Thus saith the Lord, Go 
and get a potter's earthen 
bottle, and take of the ancients 
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of the people, and of the 
ancients of the priests ; and go 
forth unto the valley of the 
son of Hinnom, which is by 
the entry of the east gate, and 
proclaim there the words that 
I shall tell thee. 

2 Say, Hear ye the word of 
the Lord, O kings of Judah, 
and inhabitants of Jerusalem. 
Thus saith the Lord of hosts, 
the God of Israel, Behold, I 
will bring evil upon this place, 
the which whosoever heareth, 
his ears shall tingla 

3 Because they have for- 
saken me, and have estranged 
this place, and have burned 
incense in it unto other gods, 
whom neither they nor their 
fathers have known, nor the 
kings of Judah, and have 
filled this place with the blood 
of innocents ; they have built 
also the high places of Baal, 
to bum their sons with fire for 
burnt offerings unto Baal, 
which I commanded not, nor 
spake it, neither came it into 
my mind; therefore, behold, 
the days come, saith the Lord, 
that this place shall no more 
be called Tophet, nor the 
valley of the son of Hinnom, 
but the valley of slaughter. 

4 And I will make void the 
counsel of Judah and Jeru- 
salem in this place : and I will 
cause them to fall by the 
sword before their enemies, 
and by the hands of them that 
seek their lives: and their 



carcases wiU I give to be meat 
for the fowls of the heaven, 
and for the beasts of the earth. 

5 And I will make this city 
desolate, and a hissing : every 
one that passeth thereby shall 
be astonished and hiss because 
of all the plagues thereof. 

6 Then shalt thou break 
the bottle in the sight of the 
men that go with thee, and 
shalt say unto them. Thus 
saith the Lord of hostis. Even 
so will I break this people and 
this city, as one breaketh a 
potter's vessel, that cannot be 
made whole again: and they 
shall bury them in Tophet, 
till there be no place to bury. 

7 Thus will I do unto this 
place, saith the Lord, and to 
the inhabitants thereof, and 
even make this city as Tophet: 
and the houses of Jerusalem, 
and the houses of the kings of 
Judah, shall be defiled as the 
place of Tophet, because of all 
the houses upon whose roofis 
they have burned incense unto 
all the host of heaven, and 
have poured out drink offer- 
ings unto other gods. 

8 Then came Jeremiah from 
Tophet, whither the Lord had 
sent him to prophesy ; and he 
stood in the court of the Lord's 
house, and said to all the 
people. Thus saith the Lord of 
hosts, the God of Israel, Be- 
hold, I will bring upon this 
city and upon all her towns 
all the evil that I have pro- 
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nounced against it, because 
they have hardened their 
necks that they might not hear 
my words. 



1 Thus saith the Lord, Go 
down to the house of the king 
of Judah, and speak there 
this word, and say, Hear the 
word of the Lord, O king of 
Judah, that sittest upon the 
throne of David, thou, and thy 
servants, and thy people that 
enter in by these gates : 

2 Thus saith the Lord, 
Execute ye judgment and 
righteousness, and deliver the 
spoiled out of the hand of the 
oppressor; and do no wrong, 
do no violence to the stranger, 
the fatherless, nor the widow, 
neither shed innocent blood in 
this place. For if ye do this 
thing indeed, then shall there 
enter in by the gates of this 
house kings sitting upon the 
throne of David, riding in 
chariots and on horses, he, and 
his servants, and his people. 

3 But if ye will not hear 
these words, I swear by my- 
self, saith the Lord, that this 
house shall become a desola- 
tion. 

4 For thus saith the Lord 
unto the king's house of Judah, 
Thou art Gilead unto me, and 
the head of Lebanon;^ yet 
surely I will make thee a wil- 



derness, and cities which are 
not inhabited : and I will pre- 
pare destroyers against thee, 
every one with his weapons; 
and they shall cut down thy 
choice cedars, and cast them 
into the fire. 

5 And many nations shall 
pass by this city, and they 
shall say every man to his 
neighbour. Wherefore hath the 
Lord done thus unto this great 
city ] Then they shall answer. 
Because they have forsaken 
the covenant of the Lord their 
God, and worshipped other 
gods, and served them. 

6 Weep ye not for th6 dead, 
neither bemoan him : but weep 
sore for him that goeth away : 
for he shall return no more, 
nor see his native country. 

7 For thus saith the Lord 
touching Shallum the son of 
Josiah king of Judah, which 
reigned instead of Josiah his 
father, which went forth out 
of this place. He shall not 
return thither any more : but 
he shall' die in the place 
whither they have led him 
captive, and shall see this land 
no more. 

8 Woe unto him that build- 
eth his house by unrighteous- 
ness, and his chambers by 
wrong; that useth his neigh- 
bour's service without wages, 
and giveth him not for his 
work ; that saith, I will build 



1 Symbols of fertility and dignity. 
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me a wide house, and laige 
chambers; and cutteth him 
out windows ; and it is cieled 
with cedar, and painted with 
vermilion. 

9 Shalt thou reign, because 
thou closest thyself in cedar f 
did hot thy father eat and 
drink, and do judgment and 
justice, and then it was well 
with himi He judged the 
cause of the poor and needy ; 
then it was well with him : 
was not this to know mel 
saith the Lord. 

10 Put thine eyes and thy 
heart are not but for thy 
coveteousness, and for to shed 
innocent blood, and for oppres- 
sion, and for violence, to do it. 

11 Therefore thus saith the 
Lord concerning Jehoiakim the 
son of Josiah king of Judah ; 
They shall not lament for him, 
saying, Ah, my brother! or, 
Ah, sister ! they shall not 
lament for him, saying, Ah, 
lord? or, Ah, his glory! He 
shall be buried with the burial 
of an ass, drawn and cast forth 
beyond the gates of Jerusalem. 

12 Go up to Lebanon, and 
cry ; and lift up thy voice in 
Bashan, and cry from the 
passages: for all thy lovers 
are destroyed. I spake unto 
thee in thy prosperity; but 
thou saidst, I will not hear. 
This hath been thy manner 
from thy youth, that thou 
obeyedst not my voice. 

13 As I live, saith the Lord, 



though Goniah the son of Je- 
hoiakim king of Judah were 
the signet upon my right hand, 
yet would I pluck thee thence; 
and I will give thee into the 
hand of them that seek thy 
life, and into the hand of them 
whose fsuce thou fearest, even 
into the hand of Nebuchad- 
rezzar king of Babylon, and 
into the hand of the Chaldeans. 

14 And I will cast thee 
out, and thy mother that bare 
thee, into another country, 
where ye were not bom ; and 
there shall ye die. But to the 
land whereunto they desire to 
return, thither shall they not 
return. 

15 O earth, earth, earth, 
hear ye the word of the Lord. 
Thus saith the Lord, Write ye 
this man childless, a man that 
shall not prosper in his days : 
for no man of his seed shall 
prosper, sitting upon the throne 
of David, and ruling any more 
in Judah. 



5. 

1 Woe be unto the pastors 
that destroy and scatter the 
sheep of my pasture ! saith the 
Lord. 

2 Therefore thus saith the 
Lord Grod of Israel against the 
pastors that feed my people, 
Ye have scattered my flock, 
and driven them away, and 
have not visited them : behold, 
I will visit upon you the evil 
of your doings, saith the Lord. 
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3 And I will gather the 
remnant of my flock oat of all 
countries whither I have driven 
them, and will bring them 
again to their folds ; and they 
shall be fruitful and increase. 
And I will set up shepherds 
over them which shall feed 
them : and they shall fear no 
more, nor be dismayed, neither 
shall they be lacking, saith the 
Lord. 

4 Behold, the days come, 
isaith the Lord, that I will 
raise unto David a righteous 
branch ; and a king shall reign 
and prosper, and shall execute 
judgment and justice in the 
earth. In his days Judah shall 
be saved, and Israel shall dwell 
safely: and this is his name 
whereby he shall be called. 
The Lord Our Righteousness. ^ 

5 Therefore, behold, the 
days come, saith the Lord, 
that they shall no more say. 
The Lord liveth, which brought 
up the children of Israel out 
of the land of Egypt; but, The 
Lord liveth, which brought up 
and which led the seed of the 
house of Israel out of the north 
country, and from all countries 
whither I had driven them; 
and they shall dwell in their 
own land. 

6 Thus saith the Lord of 
hosts. Hearken not unto the 



words of the prophets that 
prophesy unto you : they make 
you vain : they speak a vision 
of their own heart, and not 
out of the mouth of the Lord. 

7 They say still unto them 
that despise me. The Lord hath 
said, Ye shall have peace ; and 
they say unto every one that 
walketh after the imagination 
of his own heart, No evil shall 
come upon you : for who hath 
stood in the counsel of the 
Lord, and hath perceived and 
heard his word? who hath 
marked his word and heard it? 

8 Behold, a whirlwind of 
the Lord is gone forth in fury, 
even a grievous whirlwind : it 
shall fall grievously upon the 
head of the wicked. 

9 The anger of the Lord 
shall not return, until he have 
executed, and till he have per- 
formed the thoughts of his 
heart : in the latter days ye 
shall consider it perfectly. 

10 ][ have not sent these 
prophets, yet they ran : I have 
not spoken to them, yet they 
prophesied. But if they had 
stood in my counsel, and had 
caused my people to hear my 
words, then they should have 
turned them from their evil 
way, and from the evil of their 
doings. 

11 Am I a God at hand, 



1 Or, Jehovah is our righteousness. It was an exceedingly common 
thing, among the Jews, to give names expressive of some devout wish 
or thought. Thus Eliab meant Ood my Father; Elihu, my Ood himseHf; 
Elijah, Qod the, Lord ; Elisha, my Qod saveth. (See chap. 7 : 12.) 
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saith the Lord, and not a Ckxl 
afar off? Can any hide him- 
self in secret places that I shall 
not see him? saith the Lord. 
Do not I fill heaven and earth? 
saith the Lord. 

12 I have heard what the 
prophets said, that prophesy 
lies in tny name, saying, I 
have dreamed, I have dreamed. 

13 How long shall this be 
in the hearts of the prophets 
that prophesy lies? yea, they 
are prophets of the deceit of 
their own heart ; which think 
to cause my people to forget 
my name by their dreams 
which they tell every man to 
his neighbour, as their fathers 
have forgotten my name for 
Baal. 

14 The prophet that hath a 
dream, let him tell a dream ; 
and he that hath my word, let 
him speak my word faithfully. 
What is the chaff to the wheat? 
saith the Lord. Is not my 
word like as a fire ? saith the 
Lord ; and like a hammer that 
breaketh the rock in pieces ? 

15 Therefore, behold, I am 
against the prophets, saith the 
Lord, that steal my words 
every one from his neighbour. 
Behold, I am against the 
prophets, saith the Lord, that 
use their tongues^ and say. 
He saith. 



6. 

1 Ik the beginning of the 
reign of Jehoiakim the son of 
Josiah king of Judah came 
this word from the Lord, 
saying, 

2 Thus saith the Lord, 
Stand in the court of the 
Lord's house, and speak unto 
all the cities of Judah which 
come to worship in the Lord's 
house, all the words that I 
command thee to speak unto 
them; diminish not a word; 
if BO be they will hearken, 
and turn every man from his 
evil way, that I may repent 
me of the evil which I purpose 
to do unto them because of the 
evil of their doings. 

3 And thou shalt say unto 
them. Thus saith the Lord, 
If ye will not hearken to me, 
to walk in my law, which I 
have set before you, to hearken 
to the words of my servants 
the prophets, whom I sent unto 
you, both rising up early, and 
sending them, but ye have not 
hearkened, then will I make 
this house like Shiloh,^ and 
will make this city a curse to 
all the nations of the earth. 

4 So the priests and the 
prophets and all the people 
heard Jeremiah speaking these 
words in the house of the 
Lord. 



1 An alternative translation is, tfuU smooth their tongues. 

^ Shiloh, a sacred city, where the ark had been long kept, was in 
Northern Israel. It was, at this time, desolate; firaef being in 
captivity 
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5 Now it came to pass, when 
Jeremiah had made an end of 
speaking all that the Lord 
had commanded him to speak 
unto all the people, that the 
priests and the prophets and 
all the people took him, sajring, 
Thou shalt surely die. 

6 Why hast thou prophesied 
in the name of the Lord, say- 
ing, This house shall be like 
Shiloh, and this city shall be 
desolate without an inhabit- 
ant 1 And all the people were 
gathered against Jeremiah in 
the house of the Lord. 

7 When the princes of Judah 
heard these things, then they 
came up from the king's house 
unto the house of the Lord, 
and sat down in the entry of 
the new gate of the Lord's 
house. 

8 Then spake the priests 
and the prophets unto the 
princes and to all the people, 
saying. This man is worthy to 
die; for he hath prophesied 
against this city, as ye have 
heard with your ears. 

9 Then spake Jeremiah un- 
to all the princes and to all 
the people, saying, The Lord 
sent me to prophesy against 
this house and against this 
city all the words that ye have 
heard. Therefore now amend 
your ways and your doings, 
and obey the voice of the Lord 
your God ; and the Lord will 
repent him of the evil that he 
hath pronounced against you. 

15 



10 As for me, behold, I am 
in your hand : do with me as 
seemeth good and meet unto 
you. But know ye for certain, 
that if ye pat me to death, ye 
shall surely bring innocent 
blood upon yourselves, and 
upon thiis city, and upon the 
inhabitants thereof: for of a 
truth the Lord hath sent me 
unto you to speak all these 
words in your ears. 

11 Then said the princes 
and all the people unto the 
priests and to the prophets; 
This man is not worthy to die : 
for he hath spoken to us in the 
name of the Lord our God. 



7. 

1 The word that came to 
Jeremiah from the Lord in 
the tenth year of Zedekiah 
king of Judah, which was the 
eighteenth year of Nebuchad- 
rezzar. 

2 For then the king of 
Babylon's army besieged Jeru- 
salem : and Jeremiah the pro- 
phet was shut up in the court 
of the prison, which was in 
the king of Judah's house. 

3 For Zedekiah king of 
Judah had shut him up, say- 
ing, Wherefore dost thou pro- 
phesy, and say, Thus saith the 
Lord, Behold I will give this 
city into the hand of the king 
of Babylon, and he shall take 
it; and Zedekiah king of 
Judah shall not escape out of 
the hand of the Chaldeans, 
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bpt shall surely be delivered 
into the hand of the king of 
Babylon, and shall speak with 
him mouth to mouth, and his 
eyes shall behold his eyes ; 
and he shall lead Zedekiah to 
Babylon, and there shall he 
be until I visit him, saith the 
Lord: though ye fight with 
the Chaldeans, ye shall not 
prosper? 

4 Moreover the word of the 
Lord came unto Jeremiah the 
second time, while he was yet 
shut up in the court of the 
prison, saying, Thus saith the 
Lord, the God of Israel, con> 
cerning the houses of this city, 
and concerning the houses of 
the kings of Judah, which are 
thrown down by the mounts, 
and by the sword, They come 
to fight with the Chaldeans, 
but it is to fill them with the 
dead bodies of men, whom I 
have slain in mine anger and 
in my fury, and for all whose 
wickedness I have hid my face 
from this city. 

5 Behold, I will bring it 
health and cure, and I will 
cure them, and will reveal 
unto them the abundance of 
peace and truth. And I will 
cause the captivity of Judah 
and the captivity of Israel to 
return, and will build them, 
as at the first. And I will 
cleanse them from all their 
iniquity, whereby they have 
sinned, and whereby they have 
transgressed against me. 



6 And it shall be to me a 
name of joy, a praise and an 
honour before all the nations 
of the earth, which shall hear 
all the good that I do unto 
them : and they shall fear and 
tremble for all the goodness 
and for all the prosperity that 
I procure unto it 

7 Thus saith the Lord; 
Again there shall be heard 
in this place, which ye say 
shall be desolate without man 
and without beast, even in the 
cities of Judah and in the 
streets of Jerusalem that are 
desolate, without man and 
without inhabitant and with- 
out beast, the voice of joy 
and the voice of gladness, the 
voice of the bridegroom and 
the voice of the bride, the 
voice of them that shall say. 
Praise the Lord of hosts, for 
the Lord is good, for his 
mercy endureth for ever ; and 
of them that shall bring the 
sacrifice of praise into the 
house of the Lord. For I 
will cause to return the cap- 
tivity of the land, as at the 
first, saith the Lord. 

8 Thus saith the Lord of 
hosts, Again in this place, 
which is desolate without man 
and without beast, and in all 
the cities thereof, shall be a 
habitation of shepherds caus- 
ing their fiocks to lie down. 

9 In the cities of the 
mountains, in the cities of the 
vale, and in the cities of the 
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south, and in the land of 
Benjamin, and in the places 
about Jerusalem, and in the 
cities of Judah, shall the flocks 
pass again under the hands of 
him that telleth^ them, saith 
the Lord. 

10 Behold, the days come, 
saith the Lord, that I wOl 
perform that good thing which 
I have promised unto the 
house of Israel and to the 
house of Judah. 

11 In those days, and at 
that time, will I cause the 
branch of righteousness to 
grow up unto David ; and he 
shall execute judgment and 
righteousness in the land. 

12 In those days shall Ju- 
dah be saved, and Jerusalem 
shall dwell safely : and this is 
the name wherewith she shall 
be called, The Lord our right' 
eousness.^ 



8. 

1 The word that came to 
Jeremiah concerning all the 
Jews which dwell in the land 
of Egypt, which dwell at Mig- 
dol, and at Tahpanhes, and at 
Noph, and in the country of 
Pathros, saying. Thus saith 
the Lord of hosts, the God of 
Israel, Ye have seen all the 
evil that I have brought upon 



Jerusalem, and upon all the 
cities of Judah. 

2 And, behold, this day they 
are a desolation, and no man 
dwelleth therein, because of 
their wickedness which they 
have committed to provoke 
me to anger, in that they 
went to burn incense, and to 
serve other gods whom they 
knew not, neither they, ye, 
nor your fathers. 

3 Howbeit I sent unto you 
all my servants the prophets, 
rising early and sending them, 
saying, Oh, do not this abomi- 
nable thing that I hate. But 
they hearkened not, nor in- 
clined their ear to turn from 
their wickedness, to bum no 
incense unto other gods. 

4 Wherefore my fury and 
mine anger was poured forth, 
and was kindled in the cities 
of Judah and in the streets 
of Jerusalem; and they are 
wasted and desolate as at this 
day. 

5 Therefore now thus saith 
the Lord, the God of hosts, 
the God of Israel, Wherefore 
commit ye this great evil 
against your souls, to cut off 
from you man and woman, 
child and suckling, out of Ju- 
dah, to leave you none to re- 
main ; in that ye provoke me 



1 Or, counteth. 

^ See chapter 5 : 4. Here is a case of a city being called ''The Lord 
our righteousness." Nothing can more clearly shew that such names 
were given only as expressions of devout trust, hope, and aspiration. 
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onto wratii with the works of 
your hands, burning incense 
onto other gods in the hind of 
Egypt, whither ye be gone to 
dwell, that ye might cut your- 
selves off, and that ye might 
be a curse and a reproach 
among all the nations of the 
earth? 

6 Have ye forgotten the 
wickedness of your fathers, 
and the wickedness of the 
kings of Judah, and the wick- 
edness of their wives, and your 
own wickedness, and the wick- 
edness of your wives, which 
they have committed in the 
land of Judah, and in the 
streets of Jerusalem ? 

7 They are not humbled 
even unto this day, neither 
have they feared, nor walked 
in my law, nor in my statutes, 
that I set before you and be- 
fore your fathers. 

8 Therefore thus saith the 
Lord of hosts, the God of Is- 
rael, Behold, I will set my 
Pace against you for evil, and 
to cut off all Judah; and I 
will take the remnant of 
Judah, that have set their 
faces to go into the land of 
Egypt to sojourn there, and 
they shall all be consumed, and 
fall in the land of Egypt. 

9 They shall even be con- 
Rumed by the sword and by 
the famine; they shall die. 



finom the least even unto the 
greatest, by the sword and by 
the famine ; and tiliey shall be 
an execration, and an astonish- 
ment, and a curse, and a re- 
proach. 

1 The word that the Lord 
spake against Babylon and 
against the land of the Chal- 
deans by Jeremiah the pro- 
phet. 

2 Declare ye among the 
nations, and publish, and set 
up a standard; publish, and 
conceal not : say, Babylon is 
taken, Bel is confounded, 
Merodach is broken in pieces ; 
her idols are confounded, her 
images are broken in piecea 
For out of the north there 
Cometh up a nation against 
her, which shall make her 
land desolate, and none shall 
dwell therein: they shall re- 
move, they shall depart, both 
man and beast. 

3 Li those days, and in that 
time, saith the Lord, the 
children of Lirael shall come, 
they and the children of Judah 
together, going and weeping : 
they shall go, and seek the 
Lord their God. They shall 
ask the way to Zion with 
their faces thitherward, say- 
ing. Come, and let us join 
ourselves to the Lord in a 



1 This chapter must have been written long after the events recorded 
in the next chapter (10). The denunciation of woe against Babylon 
followed the reign and downfall of Zedekiah. 
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perpetual covenant thar shall 
not be forgotten. 

4 My people hath been lost 
sheep: their shepherds have 
caused them to go astray, they 
have tamed them away on the 
mountains; they have gone 
from mountain to hill, they 
have forgotten their resting- 
place. 

5 All that found them have 
devoured them : and their ad- 
versaries said, We offend not, 
because they have sinned 
against the Lord, the hope of 
their fathers. 

6 Remove out of the midst 
of Babylon, and go forth out 
of the land of the Chaldeans, 
and be as the he goats before 
the flocks. For, lo, I will 
raise and cause to come up 
against Babylon an assembly 
of great nations from the north 
country: and they shall set 
themselves in array against 
her ; from thence she shall be 
taken. 

7 And Chaldea shall be a 
spoil : all that spoil her shall 
be satisfied, saith the Lord. 

8 Because of the wrath of 
the Lord it shall not be in- 
habited, but it shall be wholly 
desolate : every one that goeth 
by Babylon shall be astonished, 
and hiss at all her plagues. 

9 Put yourselves in array 
against Babylon round about : 
dl ye that betid the bow, 



shoot at her, spare no arrows : 
for she hath sinned against 
the Lord. Shout against her 
round about She hath given 
her hand : ^ her foundations 
are fallen: her walls are thrown 
down : for it is the vengeance 
of the Lord : take vengeance 
upon her: as she hath done, 
do unto her. 

10 Cut off the sower from 
Babylon, and him that handleth 
the sickle in the time of har- 
vest. For fear of the oppress- 
ing sword, they shall turn every 
one to his people, and they 
shall flee every one to his own 
land. 

11 Lirael is a scattered 
sheep; the lions have driven 
him away : first the king of 
Assyria hath devoured him ; 
and last this Nebuchadrezzar 
king of Babylon hath broken 
his bones. ^Therefore thus 
saith the Lord of hosts, the 
God of Israel, Behold, I will 
punish the king of Babylon 
and his land, as I have pun- 
ished the king of Assyria; and 
I will bring Israel again to his 
habitation, and he shall feed 
on Carmel and Bashan, and 
his soul shall be satisfied upon 
mount Ephraim and Gilead. 

12 In those days, and in 
that time, saith the Lord, the 
iniquity of Israel shall be 
sought for, and there shall 



be 



none; 



and the sins of 



Or, surrendered. 
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Judah, and they shall not be 
fonnd. 



10. 

1 Zedekiah was one and 
twenty years old when he be- 
gan to reign, and he reigned 
eleven years in Jerusalem. 
And his mother's name was 
Hamatal the daughter of Jere- 
miah of Libnah. And he did 
that which was evil ia the 
eyes of the Lord, according to 
all that Jehoiakim had done. 

2 For through the anger of 
the Lord it came to pass in 
Jerusalem and Judah^ till he 
had cast them out from his 
presence, that Zedekiah re- 
belled against the king of 
Babylon. 

3 And it came to pass in 
the ninth year of his reign, in 
the tenth month, in the tenth 
day of the month, that Nebu- 
chadrezzar king of Babylon 
came, he and all his army, 
against Jerusalem, and pitched 
against it, and built forts 
Hgainst it round about. 

4 So the city was besieged 
unto the eleventh year of king 
Zedekiah. And in the fourth 
month, in the ninth day of the 
month, the famine was sore in 
the city, so that there was no 
bread for the people of the 
land. 

5 Then the city was broken 
up, and all the men of war 
fled, and weut forth out of the 



city by night by the way of 
the gate between the two walls, 
which was by the king's gar- 
den : (now the Chaldeans were 
by the city round about :) and 
they went by the way of the 
plain. But the army of the 
Chaldeans pursued after the 
king, and overtook Zedekiah 
in the plains of Jericho ; and 
all his army was scattered 
from him. 

6 Then they took the king, 
and carried him up unto the 
king of Babylon to Blblah 
in the land of Hamath, where 
he gave judgment' upon him. 
And the king of Babylon slew 
the sons of Zedekiah before 
his eyes : he slew also all the 
princes of Judah in Kiblah. 
Then he put out the eyes of 
Zedekiah; and the king of 
Babylon bound him in chains, 
and carried him to Babylon, 
and put him in prison till the 
day of his death. 

7 Now in the fifth month, 
in the tenth day of the month, 
which was the nineteenth year 
of Nebuchadrezzar king of 
Babylon, came Nebuzar-adan, 
captain of the guard, which 
served the king of Babylon, 
into Jerusalem, and burned 
the house of the Lord, and the 
king's house; and all the 
houses of Jerusalem, and all 
the houses of the great men, 
burned he with fire. 

8 And all the army of the 
Chaldeans, that were with the 
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captain of the guard, brake 
down all the walls of Jerusa- 
lem round about. 

9 Then Nebuzar-adan the 
captain of the guard carried 
away captive certain of the 
poor of the people, and the 
residue of the people that re- 
mained in the city, and those 
that fell away, that fell to the 



king of Babylon, and the rest 
of the multitude. 

10 But Nebuzar-adan the 
captain of the guard left cer- 
tain of the poor of the land 
for vinedressers and for hus- 
bandmen. 

11 Thus Judah was carried 
away captive out of his own 
land. 



THE LAMENTATIONS OP JEREMIAH. 

1. 5 Her adversaries are the 

chief, her enemies prosper; for 
the Lord hath afflicted her for 
the multitude of her trans- 
gressions : her children are 
gone into captivity before the 
enemy. And from the daugh- 
ter of Zion all her beauty is 
departed : her princes are be- 
come like harts that find no 
pasture, and they are gone 
without strength before the 
pursuer. 

6 Jerusalem remembered in 
the days of her affliction and 
of her miseries all her pleasant 
things that she had in the days 
of old, when her people fell 
into the hand of the enemy, 
and none did help her: the 
adversaries saw her, and did 
mock at her sabbaths. Jeru- 
salem hath grievously sinned ; 
therefore she is removed. 

7 The adversary hath spread 
out his hand upon all her 
pleasant things : for she hath 
seen that the heathen entered 



1 How doth the city sit soli- 
tary, that was full of people ! 
how is she become as a widow ! 
she that was great among the 
nations, and princess among 
the provinces, how is she be- 
come tributary ! 

2 She weepeth sore in the 
night, and her tears are on her 
cheeks : among all her lovers 
she hath none to comfort her : 
all her friends have dealt 
treacherously with her: they 
are become her enemies. 

3 Judah is gone into cap- 
tivity because of affliction, and 
because of great servitude: she 
dwelleth among the heathen, 
she findeth no rest: all her 
persecutors overtook her be- 
tween the straits. 

4 The ways of Zion do 
mourn, because none come to 
the solemn feasts: all her gates 
are desolate : her priests sigh, 
her virgins are afflicted, and 
she is in bitterness. 
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into Her sanctuary, whom thon 
didst command that they should 
not enter into thy congr^ar 
tion. 

8 All her people sigh ; they 
seek bread; they have given 
their pleasant things for meat 
to relieve the souL 

9 See, O Lord, and con- 
sider; for I am become vileJ 
Is it nothing to you,, all ye 
that pass by? behold, and see 
if there be any sorrow like 
unto my sorrow, which is done 
unto me, wherewith the Lord 
hath afBicted me in the day of 
his fierce anger. 

10 From above hath he sent 
fire into my bones, and it pre- 
vaileth against them : he hath 
spread a net for my feet: he 
hath turned me back: he hath 
made me desolato and faint all 
the day. 

11 The yoke of my trans- 
gressions is bound by his hand; 
they are wreathed, and come 
up upon my neck: he hath 
made my strength to faU, the 
Lord hath delivered me into 
their hands, from whom I am 
not able to rise up. 

12 The Lord hath trodden 
under foot all my mighty men 
in the midst of me: he hath 
called an assembly against me 
to crush my young men : the 
Lord hath trodden the virgin, 
the daughter of Judah, as in 
a winepresa 



13 For these things I weep: 
mine eyes run down with 
water, because the comforter 
that should relieve my soul 
is £Gir from me: my children 
are desolate, because the enemy 
prevailed. 



2. 

1 How is the gold become 
dim ! how is the most fine 
gold changed! the stones of 
the sanctuary are poured out 
in the top of every street. 
The precious sons of Zion, 
comparable to fine gold, how 
are they esteemed as earthen 
pitohers, the work of the hands 
of the potter ! They that did 
feed delicately are desolate in 
the streete: they that were 
brought up in scarlet embrace 
dunghills. 

2 The punishment of the 
iniquity of the daughter of 
my people is greater than 
the punishment of the sin of 
Sodom that was overthrown 
as in a moment. 

3 They that be slain with 
the sword are better than they 
that be slain with hunger : 
for these pine away, stricken 
through the want of the fruits 
of the field. 

4 The kings of the earth, 
and all the inhabitante of the 
world, would not have believed 



^ Jerusaleou personified, speaks. 
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that the adversary and the 
enemy should have entered 
into the gates of Jerusalem. 

5 For the sins of her pro- 
phets, and the iniquities of her 
priests, that have shed the 
blood of the just in the midst 
of her, they have wandered as 
blind men in the streets, they 
have polluted themselves with 
blood, so that men could not 
touch their garments. 

6 Our necks are under per- 
secution: we labour, and have 
no rest. We have given the 
hand to the Egyptians, and to 
the Assyrians,* to be satisfied 
with bread. 

7 Our fathers have sinned, 
and are not; and we have 
borne their iniquities. Ser- 
vants have ruled over us : 
there is none that doth deliver 
us out of their hand. 

8 We gat our bread with 
the peril of our lives because 
of the sword of the wilderness. 
Our skin was black like an 



oven because of the terrible 
famine. 

9 Princes are hanged up 
by their hand: the faces of 
elders were not honoured. 
They took the young men to 
grind, and the children fell 
under the wood. The elders 
have ceased from the gate, the 
young men from their music. 

10 The joy of our heart is 
ceased; our dance is turned 
into mourning. The crown is 
fallen from our head : woe 
unto us, that we have sinned ! 
For this Our heart is faint; for 
these things our eyes are dim. 

11 Thou, O Lord, remainest 
for ever; thy throne from gen- 
eration to generation. Where- 
fore dost thou forget us forever, 
and forsake us so long time 1 

12 Turn thou us unto thee, 
Lord, and we shall be 
turned ; renew our days as of 
old. But thou hast utterly re- 
jected us; thou art very wroth 
against us. 



THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET 

EZEKIEL. 

The peculiarity of this Book is that the writer is described as a seer of 
visions, a clairvoyant, a trance speaker, and one to whom "the 
spirit," or "the Lord," came with visible manifestations of power, 
giving him direct messages to the people. As one of the Hebrew 
captives in Chaldea, he writes concerning the sins and sufferings of 
the nation. 

month, in the fifth day of the 
month, as I was among the 
captives by the river of Chebar, 



1 Now it came to pass in 
the thirtieth year, in the fourth 
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that the heavens were opened^ 
and I saw visions of God. 

2 In the fifth day of the 
month, which was the fifth 
year of king Jehoiachin's cap- 
tivity, the word of the Lord 
came expressly unto Ezekiel 
the priest, the son of Buzi, in 
the land of the Chaldeans by 
the river Chebar; and the 
hand of the Lord was there 
upon him. 

3 And I looked, and^ behold, 
a whirlwind came out of the 
north, a great cloud, and a fire 
infolding itself, and a bright- 
ness was about it, and out of 
the midst thereof as the colour 
of amber, out of the midst of 
the fire. 

4 Also out of the midst 
thereof came the likeness of 
four living creatures. And 
this was their appearance; 
they had the likeness of a man; 
and every one had four faces, 
and every one had four wings. 

5 And their feet were 
straight feet ; and the sole of 
their feet was like the sole of 
a calf's foot : and they sparkled 
like the colour of burnished 
brass. And they had the 
hands of a man under their 
wings on their four sides. 

6 Their wings were joined 
one to another; they turned 
not when they went; they 
went every one straight for- 
ward. 

7 As for the likeness of 
their faces, they four had the 



face of a man, and the face of 
a lion on the right side : and 
they four had the face of an 
ox on the left side ; they four 
also had the face of an eagle. 
Thus were their faces: and 
their wings were stretched up- 
ward ; two wings of every one 
were joined one to another, 
and two covered their bodies. 

8 And they went every one 
straight forward : whither the 
spirit was to go, they went; 
and they turned not when 
they went 

9 As for the likeness of the 
living creatures, their appear- 
ance was like burning coals of 
fire, and like the appearance 
of lamps: it went up and down 
among the living creatures; 
and the fire was bright, and 
out of the fire went forth 
lightning. And the living 
creatures ran and returned as 
the appearance of a flash of 
lightning. 

10 Now as I beheld the 
living creatures, behold one 
wheel upon the earth by the 
living creatures, with his four 
facea The appearance of the 
wheels and their work was 
like unto the colour of a beryl : 
and they four had one like- 
ness: and their appearance 
and their work was as it were 
a wheel in the middle of a 
wheel. 

11 When they went, they 
went upon their four sides: 
and they turned not when they 
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went; and their rings were 
full of eyes round about them 
four. 

12 And when the living 
creatures went, the wheels 
went by them : and when the 
living creatures were lifted up 
from the earth, the wheels 
were lifted up. 

13 Whiuhersoever the spirit 
was to go, they went, thither 
was their spirit to go ; and the 
wheels were lifted up over 
against them : for the spirit of 
the living creature was in the 
wheels. 

14 And the likeness of the 
firmament^ upon the heads of 
the living creature was as the 
colour of the terrible crystal, 
stretched forth over their 
heads above. 

15 And under the firma- 
ment were their wings straight, 
the one toward the other; 
every one had two, which 
covered on this side, and every 
one had two, which covered 
on that side, their bodie& 

16 And when they went, I 
heard the noise of their wings, 
like the noise of great waters, 
as the voice of the Almighty, 
the voice of speech, as the 
noise of a host: when they 



stood they let down their 
wings. ^ And there was a voice 
from the firmament that was 
over their heads, when they 
stood, and had let down their 
wings. 

17 And above the firma- 
ment that was over their heads 
was the likeness of a throne, 
as the appearance of a sapphire 
stone : and upon the likeness 
of the throne was the likeness 
as the appearance of a man 
above upon it. 

18 And I saw as the colour 
of amber, as the appearance of 
fire round about within it, 
from the appearance of his loins 
even upward, and from the 
appearance of his loins even 
downward, I saw as it were 
the appearance of fire, and it 
had brightness round about 
As the appearance of the bow 
that is in the cloud in the 
day of rain, so was the appear- 
ance of the brightness round 
about This was the appear- 
ance of the likeness of the 
glory of the Lord. 

19 And when I saw it, I 
fell upon my face, and I 
heard a voice of one that 
spake. And he said unto 
me. Son of man, stand upon 



1 Or hah. 

' This supplies one of many instances that might be given of the need 
of a new trtuislation. The unmeaning words "the voice of speech, as 
the noise of a host : when they stood, they let down their wings," ought 
to read — a loud roar like the sound of an army^ when they Handy letting 
down their wings. See Commentary on this book by Br. Ewald, trans- 
lated by J. F. Smith. 
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thy feet, and I will speak unto 
thee. And the spirit entered 
into me when he spake unto 
me, and set me upon my feet, 
that I heard him that spake 
unto me. 

20 And he said unto me. 
Son of man, I send thee to the 
children of Israel, to a rebel- 
lious nation that hath rebelled 
against me : they and their fa- 
thers have transgressed against 
me, even unto this very day : 
for they are impudent children 
and stiff-hearted. 

21 1 do send thee unto them; 
and thou shalt say unto them, 
Thus saith the Lord God. 
And they, whether they will 
hear, or whether they will for- 
bear, (for they are a rebellious 
house,) yet shall know that 
there hath been a prophet 
among them. 

22 And thou, son of man, 
be not afraid of them, neither 
be afraid of their words, 
though briers and thorns be 
with thee, and thou dost 
dwell among scorpions; be not 
afraid of their words, nor 
be dismayed at their looks, 
though they be a rebellious 
house. 

23 And thou shalt speak 
my words unto them, whether 
they will hear, or whether 
they will forbear: for they 
are most rebellious. But thou, 
son of man, hear what I say 
unto thee : Be not thou rebel- 
lious like that rebellious house : 



open thy mouth, and eat that 
I give thee. 

24 And when I looked, be- 
hold, a hand was sent unto 
me ; and, lo, a roll of a book 
was therein ; and he spread it 
before me ; and it was written 
within and without : and there 
was written therein lamenta- 
tions, and mourning, and woe. 

25 Moreover he said unto 
me, Son of man, eat that thou 
findestj eat this roll, and go 
speak unto the house of Israel 
So I opened my mouth, and 
he caused me to eat that rolL 

26 And he said unto me, 
Son of man, go, get thee unto 
the house of Israel, and speak 
with my words unto them. 
For thou art not sent to a 
people of a strange speech and 
of a hard language, but to the 
house of Israel ; not to many 
people of a strange speech and 
of a hard language, whose 
words thou canst not under- 
stand. 

27 Surely, had I sent thee 
to them, they would have 
hearkened unto thee. But 
the house of Israel will not 
hearken unto thee; for they 
will not hearken unto me : for 
all the house of Israel are im- 
pudent and hard-hearted. 

28 Behold, I have made thy 
face strong against their faces, 
and thy forehead strong against 
their foreheads. As an ada- 
mant harder than flint have I 
made thy forehead : fear them 
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not, neither be dismayed at 
their looks, though they be a 
rebellious house. 

29 Moreover he said unto 
me, Son of man, all my words 
that I shall speak unto thee 
receive in thy heart, and hear 
with thine ears. And go, get 
thee to them of the captivity, 
unto the children of thy people, 
and speak unto them, and tell 
them, Thus sajlth the Lord God: 
whether they will hear, or 
whether they will forbear. 

30 Then the spirit took me 
up, and I heard behind me a 
voice of a great rushing, say- 
ing. Blessed be the glory of 
the Lord from his place. I 
heard also the noise of the 
wings of the living creatures 
that touched one another, and 
the noise of the wheels over 
against them, and a noise of a 
great rushing. 

31 So the spirit lifted me 
up, and took me away,^ and I 
went in bitterness, in the heat 
of my spirit ; but the hand of 
the Lord was strong upon me. 



2. 

1 Then I came to them of 
the captivity at Tel-abib, that 
dwelt by the river of Chebar, 
and I sat where they sat, and 
remained there astonished^ 
among them seven days. 

2 And it came to pass at 



the end of seven days, that the 
word of the Lord came unto 
me, saying. Son of man, I have 
made thee a watchman unto 
the house of Israel ; therefore 
hear the word at my mouth, 
and give them warning from 
me. 

3 When I say unto the 
wicked. Thou shalt surely die; 
and thou givest him not warn- 
ing, nor speakest to warn the 
wicked from his wicked way, 
to save his life; the same 
wicked man shall die in his 
iniquity, but his blood will I 
require at thy hand. 

4 Yet if thou warn the 
wicked, and he turn not from 
his wickedness, nor from his 
wicked way, he shall die in 
his iniquity; but thou hast 
delivered thy soul. 

5 Again, When a righteous 
man doth turn from his right- 
eousness, and commit iniquity, 
and I lay a stumblingblock 
before him, he shall die: be- 
cause thou hast not given him 
warning, he shall die in his 
sin, and his righteousness 
which he hath done shall not 
be remembered ; but his blood 
will I require at thy hand. 

6 Nevertheless if thou warn 
the righteous man, that the 
righteous sin not, and he doth 
not sin, he shall surely live, 
because he is warned; also 
thou hast delivered thy soul. 



1 See Acts 8 : 39, 40. 



' Or, stunned. 
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7 And the hand of the Lord 
was there upon me; and he 
said unto me, Arise, go forth 
into the phiin, and I will there 
talk with thee. Then I arose, 
and went forth into the plain: 
and, behold, the glory of the 
Lord stood there, as the glory 
which I saw by the river of 
Chebar : and I fell on my face. 

8 Then the spirit entered 
into me, and set me upon my 
feet, and spake with me, and 
said unto me, Go, shut thyself 
within thy house. But thou, 
son of man, behold, they shall 
piit hands upon thee, and shall 
bind thee with them, and thou 
shalt not go out among them : 

9 And I will make thy 
tongue cleave to the roof of 
thy mouth, that thou shalt be 
dumb, and shalt not be to them 
a reprover : for they are a re- 
bellious house. But when I 
speak with thee, I will open 
thy mouth, and thou shalt say 
unto them. Thus saith the Lord 
God; He that heareth, let him 
hear ; and he that forbeareth, 
let him forbear: for they are a 
rebellious house. 



3. 

^ 

1 Then came certain of the 
elders of Israel unto me, and 
sat before me. 

2 And the word of the Lord 
came unto me, saying. Son of 
man, these men have set up 
their idols in their heart, and 



put the stumblingblock of their 
iniquity before their face : 
should I be required of at all 
by them ) 

3 Therefore speakuntothem, 
and say unto them. Thus saith 
the Lord God, Every man of 
the house of Israel that setteth 
up his idols in his heart, and 
putteth the stumblingblock of 
his iniquity before his face, 
and Cometh to the prophet, I 
the Lord will answer him that 
Cometh according to the multi- 
tude of his idols ; that I may 
take the house of Israel in 
their own heart, because they 
are all estranged from me 
through their idols. 

4 Therefore say unto the 
house of Israel, Thus saith 
the Lord God, Bepent, and 
turn yourselves from your 
idols ; and turn away your 
faces from all your abomina- 
tions. 

5 For every one of the 
house of Israel, or of the 
stranger that sojoumeth in 
Israel, which separateth him- 
self from me, and setteth up 
his idols in his heart, and 
putteth the stumblingblock of 
his iniquity before his face, 
and Cometh to a prophet to 
enquire of him concerning 
me, I the Lord will answer 
him by myself; and I will 
set up my face against that 
man, and will make him a 
sign and a proverb, and I will 
cut him off from the midst of 
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my people; and ye shall know 
that I am the Lord. 

6 And if the prophet be 
deceived when he hath spoken 
a thing, I the Lord hath de- 
ceived that prophet, and I 
will stretch out my hand upon 
him, and I will destroy him 
from the midst of my people 
Israel.' 

7 And they ^ shall bear the 
punishment of their iniquity: 
the punishment of the prophet 
shall be even as the punish- 
ment of him that seeketh unto 
him ; that the house of Israel 
may go no more astray from 
me, neither be polluted any 
more with all their transgres- 
sions; but that they may be 
my people, and I may be their 
God, saith the Lord God. 

8 The word of the Lord 
came unto me again, saying. 
What mean ye that ye use 
this proverb concerning the 
land of Israel, saying, The 
fathers have eaten sour grapes, 
and the children's teeth are 
set on edge ? As I live, saith 
the Lord God, ye shall not 
have occasion any more to use 
this proverb in Israel 

9 Behold, all souls are mine ; 
as the soul of the father, so also 
the soul of the son is mine : the 
soul that sinneth it shall die. 

10 But if a man be j ust, and 



do that which is lawful and 
right, and hath not oppressed 
any, but hath restored to the 
debtor his pledge, and hath 
spoiled none by violence, hath 
given his bread to the hungry, 
and hath covered the naked 
withagarment; he that hath not 
given forth upon usury, neither 
hath taken any increase ; that 
hath withdrawn his hand from 
iniquity, hath executed true 
judgment between man and 
man, hath walked in my 
statutes, and hath kept my 
judgments, to deal truly, he 
is just, he shall surely live, 
saith the Lord God. 

11 The soul that sinneth, 
it shall die. The son shall 
not bear the iniquity of the 
father, neither shall the fa- 
ther bear the iniquity of the 
son: the righteousness of the 
righteous shall be upon him, 
and the wickedness of the 
wicked shall be upon him. 

12 But if the wicked will 
turn from all his sins that he 
hath committed, and keep all 
my statutes, and do that which 
is lawful and right, he shall 
surely live, he shall not die. 
All his transgi'essions that he 
hath committed, they shall not 
be mentioned unto him : in his 
righteousness that he hath done 
he shall live. 



1 Frequently, in the Bible, what elsewhere is bluntly called " a lying 
spirit " is said to have proceeded from God. The writer probably be- 
lieved that when a prophet is faithless to God, he is led on to paJpable 
falsity and folly, both to punish and to stop him. 
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13 Have I any pleasure at 
all that the wicked should die) 
saith the Lord Qod : and not 
that he should retom from his 
ways, and livef 

14 But when the righteoos 
tometh away from his right- 
eousness, and oommitteth ini- 
quity, and doeth according to 
all the abominations that the 
wicked man doeth, shall he 
live? All his righteousness 
that he hath done shall not be 
mentioned : in his trespass that 
he hath trespassed, and in his 
sia that he hath sinned, in 
them shall he die. 

15 Yet ye say, The way of 
the Lord is not equal Hear 
now, O house of Lirael ; la 
not my way equal? are not 
your ways unequall When 
a righteous man tumeth away 
from his righteousness, and 
oommitteth iniquity, and dieth 
in them, for his iniquity 
that he hath done shall he 
die. 

16 Again, when the wicked 
man tumeth away from his 
wickedness that he hath com- 
mitted, and doeth that which 
is lawful and right, he shall 
save his soul alive. Because 
he considereth, and tumeth 
away from all his transgres- 
sions that he hath committed, 
he shall surely live, he shall 
not die. 

17 Yet saith the house of 
Israel, The way' of the Lord is 
not equal. O house of Israel, 



are not my ways equal) are not 
yonr ways unequal) 

18 Therefore I will judge 
yon, O hoose of Israel, every 
one accordiog to his ways, 
saith the Lord God. Repent, 
and torn yonrselves from all 
yonr transgressions; soiniquity 
shall not be your ruin. 

19 Cast away from you all 
your transgressions, whereby 
ye have transgressed; and 
make you a new heart and 
a new spirit : for why will ye 
die, O house of Israel) For 
I have no pleasure in the death 
of him that dieth, saith the 
Lord Ghxi : wherefore turn 
yourselves and live ye. 



1 And it came to pass in 
the twelfth year of our cap- 
tivity, in the tenth month, in 
the fifth day of the month, 
that one that had escaped out 
of Jerusalem came unto me, 
saying, The city is smitten. 

2 Now the hand of the 
Lord was upon me in the 
evening, afore he that was 
escaped came; and had opened 
my mouth, until he came to 
me in the morning; and my 
mouth was opened, and I was 
no more dumb. 

3 Then the word of the Lord 
came unto me, saying. Son of 
man, they that inhabit those 
wastes of the land of Israel 
speak, saying, Abraham was 
one, and he inherited the land: 
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but we are many ; the land is 
given us for inheritance. 

4 Wherefore say unto them, 
Thus saith the Lord God, Ye 
eat with the blood, and lift up 
your eyes toward your idols, 
and shed blood: and shall 
ye possess the land ? 

5 Say thou thus unto them. 
Thus saith the Lord God, As 
I live, surely they that are in 
the wastes shall fall by the 
sword, and him that is in the 
open field will I give to the 
beasts to be devoured, and they 
that be in the forts and in the 
caves shall die of the pestilence. 

6 For I will lay the land 
most desolate, and the pomp 
of her strength shall cease; 
and the mountains of Israel 
shall be desolate, that none 
shall pass through. 

7 Then shall they know 
that I am the Lord, when I 
have laid the land most 
desolate because of all their 
abominations which they have 
committed. 



8 lAlso, thou son of man, 
the children of thy people still 
are talking against thee by the 
walls and in the doors of the 
houses, and speak one to 
another, every one to his 
brother, saying. Come, I pray 
you, and hear what is the 
word that cometh forth from 
the Lord. 

9 And they come unto thee 
as the people cometh, and they 
sit before thee as my people, 
and they hear thy words, but 
they will not do them: for 
with their mouth they shew 
much love, but their heart 
goeth after their covetous- 
ness. 

10 And, lo, thou art unto 
them as a very lovely song of 
one that hath a pleasant voice, 
and can play well on an instru- 
ment : for they hear thy wordp, 
but they do them not. 

11 And when this cometh 
to pass, (lo, it will come,) then 
shall they know that a prophet 
hath been among them. , 



THE BOOK OF DANIEL. 

This Book tells the story of Daniel at the court of Nebuchadnezzar, by 
whose orders he had been taken to Babylon, after the capture of 
Jerusalem. The probability is that this Book was written about 
400 years after the time of Nebuchadnezzar ; and, therefore, after 
the conquests of the Medes, the Persians, and the Greeks. 



1 In the third year of the 
reign of Jehoiakim king of 



Judah came Nebuchadnezzar^ 
king of Babylon unto Jerusa- 
lem, and besieged it. And 



^ Occasionally called Nebuchadrezzar. See the Book of Jeremiah, 7:1. 
16 
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the Lord gave Jefaoiakim king 
of Judah into his hand, with 
part of the vessels of the house 
of Gody which he carried into 
the land of Shinar to the honse 
of his god; and he brought the 
vessels into the treasure house 
of his god. 

2 .^d the king spake unto 
Ashpenaz the master of his 
eunuchs, that he should bring 
certain of the children of Israel, 
and of the king^s seed, and of 
the princes, children in whom 
was no blemish, but well 
favoured, and skilful in aU 
wisdom, and cunning in know- 
ledge, and understanding sci- 
ence, and such as had ability 
in them to stand in the king's 
palace, and whom they might 
teach the learning and the 
tongue of the Chaldeans. 

3 And the king appointed 
them a daily provision of the 
king's meat, and of the wine 
which he drank: so nourishing 
them three years, that at the 
end thereof they might stand 
before the king. 

4 Now among these were of 
the children of Judah, Daniel, 
Hananiah, Mishael, and Aza- 
riah : unto whom the prince of 
the eunuchs gave names : for 
he gave unto Daniel the name 
of Belteshazzar; and to Han- 
aniah, of Shadrach; and to 
Mishael, of Meshach ; and to 
Azariah, of Abed-nego. 

5 But Daniel purposed in 
his heart that he would not 



defile himself with the portion 
of the king's meat, nor with 
the wine which he drank: 
therefore he requested of the 
prince of the eunuchs that he 
might not defile himself. 

6 Now €^od had brought 
Daniel into favour and tender 
love with the prince of the 
eunuchs. And the piinoe of 
the eunuchs said unto Daniel, 
I fear my lord the king, who 
hath appointed your meat and 
your drink : for why should he 
see your f&ces worse liking 
than the children which are of 
your sort f then shall ye make 
me endanger my head to the 
king. 

7 Then said Daniel to Mel- 
zar, whom the prince of the 
eunuchs had set over Daniel, 
Hananiah, Mishael, and Aza- 
riah, Prove thy servants, I 
beseech thee, ten days; and 
let them give us pulse to eat, 
and water to drink. Then let 
our countenances be looked 
upon before thee, and the 
countenance of the children 
that eat of the portion of the 
king's meat : and, as thou seest, 
deal with thy servants. 

8 So he consented to them 
in this matter, and proved 
them ten days. And at the 
end of ten days their coun- 
tenances appeared fairer and 
fatter in flesh than all the 
children which did eat the 
portion of the king's meat. 
Thus Melzar took away the 
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portion of their meat, and the 
wine that they should drink ; 
and gave them pulse. 

9 As for these four children, 
God gave them knowledge and 
skill in all learning and wis- 
dom: and Daniel had under- 
standing in all visions and 
dreams. 

10 Now at the end of the 
days that the king had said 
he should bring them in, then 
the prince of the eunuchs 
brought them in before Ne- 
buchadnezzar. And the king 
communed with them; and 
among them all was found 
none like Daniel, Hananiah, 
Mishael, and Azariah : there- 
fore stood they before the king. 

11 And in all matters of 
wisdom and understanding, 
that the king enquired of them, 
he found them ten times better 
than all the magicians and 
astrologers that were in all his 
realm. And Daniel continued 
even unto the first year of 
king Cyrus. 



2. 

1 And, in the second year 
of the reign of Nebuchadnez- 
zar, Nebuchadnezzar dreamed 
dreams wherewith his spirit 
was troubled, and his sleep 
brake from him. 

2 Then the king commanded 
to call the magicians, and the 
astrologers, and the sorcerers, 
and the Chaldeans, for to shew 



the king his dreams. So they 
came and stood before the 
king. 

3 And the king said unto 
them, I have dreamed a dream, 
and my spirit was troubled ti) 
know the dream. Then spake 
the Chaldeans to the king in 
Syriac, O king, live for ever : 
tell thy servants the dream, 
and we will shew the inter- 
pretation. 

4 The king answered and 
said to the Chaldeans, The 
thing is gone from me. If yc 
will not make known unto me 
the dream, with the interpreta- 
tion thereof, ye shall be cut in 
pieces, and your houses shall 
be made a dunghill : but if jn 
shew the dream, and the in- 
terpretation thereof, ye shall 
receive of me gifts and rewards 
and great honour: therefore 
shew me the dream, and the 
interpretation thereof. 

5 They answered again and 
said. Let the king tell his 
servants the dream, and we 
will shew the interpretation of 
it. The king answered and 
said, I know of certainty that 
ye would gain the time, be- 
cause ye see the thing is gone 
from me. 

6 But if ye will not make 
known unto me the dream, 
there is but one decree for 
you : for ye have prepared ly- 
ing and corrupt words to speak 
before me, till the time be 
changed ; therefore tell me the 
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dream, and I shall know that 
ye can shew me the interpre- 
tation thereof. 

7 The Chaldeans answered 
before the king, and said, There 
is not a man upon the earth 
that can shew the king's mat- 
ter : therefore there is no king, 
lord, nor ruler, that asked such 
things at any magician, or as- 
trologer, or Chaldean. And it 
is a rare thing that the king 
requireth, and there is none 
other that can shew it before 
the king, except the gods, 
whose dwelling is not with 
flesh. 

8 For this cause the king 
was angry and very furious, 
and commanded to destroy all 
the wise men of Babylon. And 
the decree went forth that the 
wise men should be slain ; and 
they sought Daniel and his 
fellows to be slain. 

9 Then Daniel answered 
with counsel and wisdom to 
Arioch the captain of the king's 
guard, which was gone forth 
to slay the wise men of Baby- 
lon : he answered and said to 
Arioch the king's captain.'Why 
is the decree so hasty from the 
king ? Then Arioch made the 
thing known to Daniel. 

10 Then. Daniel went in, 
and desired of the king that 
he would give him time, and 
that he would shew the king 
the interpretation. 

1 1 Then Daniel went to his 
house, and made the thing 



known to Hananiah, Mishael, 
and Azariah, his companions : 
that they would desire mercies 
of the God of heaven concern- 
ing this secret; that Daniel 
and his fellows should not per- 
ish with the rest of the wise 
men of Babylon. 

12 Then was the secret re- 
vealed unto Daniel in a night 
vision. Then Daniel blessed 
the God of heaven, and said, 
Blessed be the name of God 
for ever and ever : for wisdom 
and might are his; and he 
changeth the times and the 
seasons: he removeth kings, 
and setteth up kings ; he giveth 
wisdom unto the wise, and 
knowledge to them that know 
understanding : he revealeth 
the deep and secret things : he 
knoweth what is in the dark- 
ness; and the light dwelleth 
with him. 

13 I thank thee, and praise 
thee, O thou God of my fath- 
ers, who hast given me wisdom 
and might, and hast made 
known unto me now what we 
desired of thee : for thou hast 
now made known unto us the 
king's matter. 

14 Therefore Daniel went 
in unto Arioch, whom the king 
had ordained to destroy the 
wise men of Babylon : he went 
and said thus unto him, De- 
strov not the wise men of 
Babylon : bring me in before 
the king, and I will shew unto 
the king the interpretation. 
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15 Then Arioch brought in 
Daniel before the king in haste, 
and said thus unto him, I have 
found a man of the captives of 
Judah, that will make known 
unto the king the interpreta- 
tion. 

16 The king answered and 
said to Daniel, whose name 
was Belteshazzar, Art thou 
able to make known unto me 
the dream which I have seen, 
and the interpretation thereof ? 

17 Daniel answered in the 
presence of the king, and said, 
The secret which the king hath 
demanded cannot the wise men, 
the astrologers, the magicians, 
the soothsayers, shew unto the 
king; but there is a God in 
heaven that revealeth secrets, 
and maketh known to the king 
Nebuchadnezzar what shall be 
in the latter days. 

18 Thy dream, and the 
visions of thy head upon thy 
bed, are thesa As for thee, O 
king, thy thoughts came into 
thy mind upon thy bed, what 
should come to pass hereafter ; 
and he that revealeth secrets 
maketh known to thee what 
shall come to pas& But as for 
me, this secret is not revealed 
to me for any wisdom that I 
have more than any living, 
but for their sakes that shall 
make known the interpreta- 
tion to the king, and that thou 
mightest know the thoughts 
of thy heart. 

19 Thou, king, sawest, 



and behold a great image. 
This great image, whose bright- 
ness was excellent, stood be- 
fore thee ; and the form thereof 
was terrible. This image's head 
was of fine gold, his breast and 
his arms of silver, his belly and 
his thighs of brass, his legs of 
iron, his feet, part of iron and 
part of clay. 

20 Thou sawest till that a 
stone was cut out without 
hands, which smote the image 
upon his feet that were of iron 
and clay, and brake them to 
pieces. Then was the iron, the 
clay, the brass, the silver, and 
the gold, broken to pieces to- 
gether, and became like the 
chaff of the summer threshing- 
floors; and the wind carried 
them away, that no place was 
found for them : and the stone 
that smote the image became 
a great mountain, and filled 
the whole earth. 

21 This is the dream ; and 
we will tell the interpretation 
thereof before the king. 

22 Thou, O king, art a king 
of kings : for the God of hea- 
ven hath given thee a kingdom, 
power, and strength, and glory. 
And wheresoever the children 
of men dwell, the beasts of the 
field and the fowls of the 
heaven hath he given into thy 
hand, and hath made thee ruler 
over them all. Thou art this 
head of gold. 

23 And after thee shall arise 
I another kingdom inferior to 
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t hee,^ and another third king- 
dom of brass, which shall bear 
rale over all the earth. ^ And 
the fourth kingdom shall be 
strong as iron f forasmuch, as 
iron breaketh in pieces and 
Kubdueth all things: and, as 
iron that breaketh all these, 
shall it break in pieces and 
bruise. 

24 And whereas thou saw- 
est the feet and toes, part of 
potters' clay, and part of iron, 
the kingdom shall be divided ; 
but there shall be in it of the 
Ktrength of iron, forasmuch as 
thou sawest the iron mixed 
with miry clay. 

25 And as the toes of the 
feet were part of iron, and part 
of clay, so the kingdom shall 
be partly strong, and partly 
broken. And whereas thou 
Hawest iron mixed with miry 
clay, they shall mingle them- 
selves with the seed of men:^ 
but they shall not cleave one 
to another, even as iron is not 
mixed with clay. 

26 And in the days of these 
kings shall the God of heaven 
set up a kingdom which shall 
never be destroyed :^ and the 
kingdom shall not be left to 
other people, but it shall break 
in pieces and consume all these 
kingdoms, and it shall stand 
for ever. 

27 Forasmuch as thou saw- 



est that the stone was cut out 
of the mountain without hands, 
and that it brake in pieces the 
iron, the brass, the clay, the 
silver, and the gold ; the great 
God hath made known to the 
king what shall come to pass 
hereafter: and the dream is 
certain, and the interpretation 
thereof sure. 

28 Then the king Nebu- 
chadnezzar fell upon his face, 
and worshipped Daniel, and 
commanded that they should 
offer an oblation and sweet 
odours unto him. 

29 The king answered unto 
Daniel, and said. Of a truth it 
is, that your God is a God of 
gods, and a Lord of kings, and 
a revealer of secrets, seeing 
thou couldest reveal this secret. 

30 Then the king made 
Daniel a great man, and gave 
him many great gifts, and made 
him ruler over the whole pro- 
vince of Babylon, and chief of 
the governors over all the wise 
men of Babylon. 

31 Then Daniel requested 
of the king, and he set Shad- 
rach, Meshach, and Abed-nego 
over the affairs of the province 
of Babylon : but Daniel sat in 
the gate of the king. 



3. 

1 Nebuchadnezzar the king 
made an image of gold, whose 



* The Medes. « The Persians. » The Romans or Greeks. 

* A mixing of races is probably indicated here. 

* The Jewish kingdom restored. 
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height was threescore oubits, 
and the breadth thereof six 
cubits : he set it up in the 
plain of Dura, in the province 
of Babylon. 

2 Then Nebuchadnezzar the 
king sent to gather together 
the princes, the governors, and 
the captains, the judges, the 
treasurers, the counsellors, the 
sheriffs, and all the rulers of 
the provinces, to come to the 
dedication of the image which 
Nebuchadnezzar the king had 
set up. 

3 Then the princes, the gov- 
ernors, and captains, the judges, 
the treasurers, the oonsellors, 
the sheriffs, and all the rulers 
of the provinces, were gathered 
together unto the dedication 
of the image that Nebuchad- 
nezzar the king had set up; 
and they stood before the im- 
age that Nebuchadnezzar had 
set up. 

4 Then a herald cried aloud. 
To you it is commanded, O 
people, nations, and languages, 
that at what time ye hear the 
sound of the cornet, flute, harp, 
sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer, 
and all kinds of music, ye fall 
down and worship the golden 
image that Nebuchadnezzar the 
king bath set up : and whoso 
falleth not down and worship- 
peth shall the same hour be 
cast into the midst of a burn- 
ing fiery furnace. 

5 Therefore at that time, 
when all the people heard the 



sound of the comet, flute, harp, 
sackbut, psaltery, and all kinds 
of music, all the people, the 
nations, and the languages, fell 
down and worshipped the gold- 
en image that Nebuchadnezzar 
the king had set up. 

6 Wherefore at that time 
certain Chaldeans came near, 
and accused the Jews. They 
spake and said to the king 
Nebuchadnezzar, O king, live 
for ever. Thou, O king, hast 
made a decree, that every man 
that shall hear the sound of 
the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, 
psaltery, and dulcimer, and all 
kinds of music, shall fall down 
and worship the golden image ; 
and whoso falleth not down 
and worshippeth, that he should 
be cast into the midst of a 
burning flery furnace. 

7 There are certain Jews 
whom thou hast set over the 
affairs of the province of Baby- 
lon, Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-nego; these men, O king, 
have not regarded thee : they 
serve not thy gods, nor wor- 
ship the golden image which 
thou hast set up. 

8 Then Nebuchadnezzar in 
his rage and fury commanded 
to bring Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abed-nego. Then they 
brought these men before the 
king. Nebuchadnezzar spake 
and said unto them. Is it 
true, O Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abed-nego, do not ye 
serve my gods, nor worship 
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the golden image which I have 
set up) 

9 Now if ye he ready that 
at what time ye hear the 
sound of the comet, flute, 
harp, sackbut, psaltery, and 
dulcimer, and all kinds of 
music, ye fall down and wor- 
ship the image which I have 
made ; well : but if ye worship 
not, ye shall be cast the same 
hour into the midst of-a burn- 
ing fiery furnace ; and who is 
that God that shall deliver you 
out of my hands 1 

10 Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-nego answered and said 
to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, 
we are not careful to answer 
thee in this matter. If it 
be so, our God whom we 
serve is able to deliver us 
from the burning fiery furnace, 
and he will deliver us out of 
thy hand, O king ; but if not, 
be it known unto thee, O king, 
that we will not serve thy 
gods, nor worship the golden 
image which thou hast set up. 

11 Then was Nebuchad- 
nezzar full of fury, and the 
form of his visage was changed 
against Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abed-nego ; therefore he 
spake, and commanded that 
they should heat the furnace 
one seven times more than it 
was wont to be heated. 

12 And he commanded the 
most mighty men that were in 
his army to bind Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego, and 



to cast them into the burning 
fiery furnace. 

13 Then these men were 
bound in their coats, their 
hosen, and their hats, and their 
other garments, and were cast 
into the midst of the burning 
fiery furnace. 

14 Therefore because the 
king's commandment was ur- 
gent, and the furnace exceeding 
hot, the flame of the fire slew 
those men that took up Sha- 
drach, Meshach, and Abed- 
nego; and these three men, 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed- 
nego, fell down bound into the 
midst of the burning fiery 
furnace. 

15 Then Nebuchadnezzar 
the king was astonied, and 
rose up in haste, and spake, 
and said unto his counsellor. 
Did not we cast three men 
bound into the midst of the 
firel They answered and 
said unto the king. True, O 
king. 

16 He answered and said, 
Lo, I see four men loose, walk- 
ing in the midst of the fire, 
and they have no hurt; and 
the form of the fourth is like 
the son of Grod. 

17 Then Nebuchadnezzar 
came near to the mouth of the 
burning fiery furnace, and 
spake, and said, Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego, ye 
servants of the most high God, 
come forth, and come hither. 
Then Shadrach, Meshach, and 
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Abed-nego, came forth of the 
midst of the fire. 

18 And the princes, gover- 
nors, and captains, and the 
king's counsellors, being gath- 
ered together, saw these men, 
upon whose bodies the fire 
had no power, nor was a hair 
of their head singed, neither 
were their coats changed, nor 
the smell of fire had passed on 
them. 

19 Then Nebuchadnezzar 
spake, and said, Blessed be the 
God of Shadrach, Me8hach,and 
Abed-nego, who hath sent his 
angel, and delivered his ser- 
vants that trusted in him, and 
have changed the king's word, 
and yielded their bodies, that 
they might not serve nor wor- 
ship any god, except their own 
God. 

20 Therefore I make a decree, 
That every people, nation, and 
language, which speak any 
thing amiss against the God of 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed- 
nego, shall be cut in pieces, and 
their houses shall be made a 
dung-hill : because there is no 
other God that can deliver 
after this sort Then the king 
promoted Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abed-nego, in the province 
of Babylon. 



4. 

1 Nebuchadnezzar the king, 
unto all people, nations, and 
languages, that dwell in all the 



earth; Peace be multiplied 
unto you. 

2 I thought it good to shew 
the signs and wonders that the 
high God hath wrought toward 
me. 

3 How great are his signs ! 
and how mighty are his won- 
ders ! his kingdom is an ever- 
lasting kingdom, and his do- 
minion is from generation to 
generation. 

4 I Nebuchadnezzar was at 
rest in my house, and flourish- 
ing in my palace; I saw a 
dream which made me afraid, 
and the thoughts upon my bed 
and the visions of my head 
troubled me. 

5 Therefore made I a decree 
to bring in all the wise men 
of Babylon before me, that 
they might make known unto 
me the interpretation of the 
dream. Then came in the 
magicians, the astrologers, the 
Chaldeans, and the sooth- 
sayers : and I told the dream 
before them ; but they did not 
make known unto me the 
interpretation thereof. 

6 But at the last Daniel 
came in before me, whose name 
was Belteshazzar, according to 
the name of my god, and in 
whom is the spirit of the holy 
gods : and before him I told the 
dream, saying, O Belteshazzar, 
master of the magicians, be- 
cause I know that the spirit 
of the holy gods is in thee, and 
no secret troubleth thee, tell 
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me the visions of my dream 
that I have seen, and the inter- 
pretation thereof. 

7 Thas were the visions of 
my head in my bed; I saw, 
and behold a tree in the midst 
of the earth, and the height 
thereof was great. The tree 
grew, and was strong, and the 
height thereof reached imto 
heaven, and the sight thereof 
to the end of all the earth : 
. 8 The leaves thereof were 
fair, and the fruit thereof much, 
and in it was meat for all : the 
beasts of the field had shadow 
under it, and the fowls of the 
heaven dwelt in the boughs 
thereof, and all flesh was fed 
of it. 

9 I saw in the visions of 
my head upon my bed, and, 
behold, a watcher and a holy 
one came down from heaven ; 
he cried aloud, and said thus. 
Hew down the tree, and cut 
off his branches, shake off his 
leaves, and scatter his fruit: 
let the beasts get away ffom 
under it, and the fowls from 
his branches : 

10 Nevertheless leave the 
stump of his roots in the earth, 
even with a band of iron and 
brass, in the tender grass of 
the field; and let it be wet 
with the dew of heaven, and 
let his portion be with the 
beasts in the grass of the earth : 



let his heart be changed from 
man's, and let a beast's heart be 
given unto him ; and let seven 
times^ pass over him. 

11 This matter is by the 
decree of the watchers, and 
the demand by the word of the 
holy ones : to the intent that 
the living may know that the 
Most High ruleth in the king- 
dom of men, and giveth it to 
whomsoever he will, and setteth 
up over it the basest of men. 

12 This dream I king Ne- 
buchadnezzar have seen. Now 
thou, O Belteshazzar, declare 
the interpretation thereof, for- 
asmuch as all the wise men of 
my kingdom are not able to 
make known unto me the in- 
terpretation ; but thou art 
able; for the spirit of the 
holy gods is in thee. 

1 3 Then Daniel, whose name 
was Belteshazzar, was astonied 
for one hour, and his thoughts 
troubled him. The king spake, 
and said, Belteshazzar, let not 
the dream or the interpreta- 
tion thereof trouble thee. 
Belteshazzar answered and 
said, My lord, the dream be 
to them that hate thee, and 
the interpretation thereof to 
thine enemies. 

14 The tree that thou saw- 
est, which grew, and vras 
strong, whose height reached 
unto the heaven, and the sight 



^ The word *' times" here used might mean any periods of time. 
Probably it means seasons or years. 
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thereof to all the earth ; whose 
leaves were fair, and the fruit 
thereof much, and in it was 
meat for all ; under which the 
beasts of the field dwelt, and 
upon whose branches the fowls 
of the heaven had their habi- 
tation; it is thou, O king, 
that art grown, and become 
strong; for thy greatness is 
grown, and reacheth unto 
heaven, and thy dominion to 
the end of the earth. 

15 And whereas the king 
saw a watcher and a holy 
one coming down from heaven, 
and saying, Hew the tree 
down, and destroy it, yet 
leave the stump of the roots 
thereof in the earth, even with 
a band of iron and brass, in 
the tender grass of the field ; 
and let it be wet with the dew 
of heaven, and let his portion 
be with the beasts of the 
field, till seven times pass 
over him; this is the inter- 
pretation, O king, and this is 
the decree of the most High, 
which is come upon my lord 
the king; that they shall 
drive thee from men, and thy 
dwelling shall be with the 
beasts of the field; and they 
shall make thee to eat grass 
as oxen, and they shall wet 
thee with the dew of heaven, 
and seven times shall pass 
over thee, till thou know that 
the Most High ruleth in the 
kingdom of men, and giveth it 
to whomsoever he will. 



16 And whereas they com- 
manded to leave the stump of 
the tree roots, thy kingdom 
shall be sure unto thee, after 
that thou shalt have known 
that the heavens do rule. 
Wherefore, O king, let my 
counsel be acceptable unto 
thee, and break off thy sins by 
righteousness, and thine ini- 
quities by shewing mercy to 
the poor; if it may be a 
lengthening of thy tranquillity. 

17 All this came upon the 
king Nebuchadnezzar. 

18 At the end of twelve 
months he walked in the pa- 
lace of the kingdom of Baby- 
lon. The king spake, and 
said. Is not this great Baby- 
lon, that I have built for the 
house of the kingdom by the 
might of my power, and for 
the honour of my majesty 1 

19 While the word was in 
the king's mouth, there fell a 
voice from heaven, saying, O 
king Nebuchadnezzar, to thee 
it is spoken ; the kingdom is 
departed from thee. And 
they shall drive thee fi*om 
men, and thy dwelling shall 
be with the beasts of the field ; 
they shall make thee to eat 
grass as oxen, and seven times 
shall pass over thee, until thou 
know that the Most High 
ruleth in the kingdom of men, 
and giveth it to whomsoever 
he will. 

20 The same hour was the 
thing fulfilled upon Nebuchad- 
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nezzar: and he was driven 
from men, and did eat grass 
as oxen, and his body was wet 
with the dew of heaven, till 
his hairs were grown like 
eagles' feathers, and his nails 
like birds' claws. 

21 And at the end of the 
days I Nebuchadnezzar lifted 
up mine eyes unto heaven, 
and mine understanding re- 
turned unto me, and I blessed 
the Most High, and I praised 
and honoured him that liveth 
for ever, whose dominion is 
an everlasting dominion, and 
his kingdom is from genera- 
tion to generation. 

22 And all the inhabitants 
of the earth are reputed as 
nothing : and he doeth accord- 
ing to his will in the army of 
heaven, and among the inhabi- 
tants of the earth : and none 
can stay his hand, or say unto 
him, What doest thou 1 

23 At the same time my 
reason returned unto me : and, 
for the glory of my kingdom, 
mine honour and brightness 
returned unto me; and my 
counsellors and my lords sought 
unto me; and I was established 
in my kingdom, and excellent 
majesty was added unto me. 

24r Now I Nebuchadnezzar 
praise and extol and honour 
the King of heaven, all whose 
works are truth, and his ways 
judgment: and those that 
walk in pride he is able to 
abase. 



5. 

1 Bblshazzar the king 
made a great feast to a thous- 
and of his lords, and drank 
wine before the thousand. 

2 Belshazzar, whiles he 
tasted the wine, commanded 
to bring the golden and silver 
vessels which his father Ne- 
buchadnezzar had taken out 
of the temple which was in 
Jerusalem ; that the king, and 
his princes, his wives, and his 
concubines, might drink there- 
in. 

3 Then they brought the 
golden vessels that were taken 
out of the temple of the house 
of God which was at Jerusa- 
lem; and the king and his 
princes, his wives, and his 
concubines, drank in them. 
They drank wine, and praised 
the gods of gold, and of silver, 
of brass, of iron, of wood, and 
of stone. 

4 In the same hour came 
forth fingers of a man's hand, 
and wrote over against the 
candlestick upon the plaister 
of the wall of the king's 
palace : and the king saw the 
part of the hand that wrote. 

5 Then the king's counten- 
ance was changed, and his 
thoughts troubled him, so that 
the joints of his loins were 

.loosed, and his knees smote 
one against another. 

6 The king cried aloud to 
bring in the astrologers, the 
Chaldeans, and the soothsayers. 
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And the king spake, and said 
to the wise men of Babylon, 
Whosoever shall read this 
writing, and shew me the 
interpretation thereof, shall be 
clothed with scarlet, and have 
a chain of gold about his neck, 
and shall be the third ruler in 
the kingdom. 

7 Then came in all the 
king's wise men: but they 
could not read the writing, 
nor make known to the king 
the interpretation thereof 
Then was king Belshazzar 
greatly troubled, and his coun- 
tenance was changed in him, 
and his lords were astonied. 

8 Now the queen, by reason 
of the words of the king and 
his lords, came into the banquet 
house: and the queen spake 
and said, O king, live for ever: 
let not thy thoughts trouble 
thee, nor let thy countenance 
be changed. 

9 There is a man in thy 
kingdom, in whom is the spirit 
of the holy gods ; and in the 
days of thy father light and 
understanding and wisdom, 
like the wisdom of the gods, 
was found in him; whom 
the king Nebuchadnezzar thy 
father, made master of the ma- 
gicians, astrologers, Chaldeans, 
and soothsayers ; forasmuch 
as an excellent spirit, and 
knowledge, and understand- 
ing, interpreting of dreams, 
and shewing of hard sentences, 
and dissolving of doubts, were 



found in the same Daniel, 
whom the king named Belte- 
shazzar : now let Daniel be 
called, and he will shew the 
interpretation. 

10 Then was Daniel brought 
in before the king. And the 
king spake and said unto 
Daniel, Art thou that Daniel, 
which art of the children of 
the captivity of Judah, whom 
the king my father brought 
out of Jewry] I have even 
heard of thee, that the spirit 
of the gods is in thee, and that 
light and understanding and 
excellent wisdom is found in 
thee. 

11 And now the wise men, 
the astrologers, have been 
brought in before me, that 
they should read this writing, 
and make known unto me the 
interpretation thereof : but 
they could not shew the in- 
terpretation of the thing : 

12 And I have heard of 
thee, that thou canst make 
interpretations, and dissolve 
doubts : now if thou canst read 
the writing, and make known 
to me the interpretation there- 
of, thou shalt be clothed with 
scarlet, and have a chain of gold 
about thy neck, and shalt be 
the third ruler in the king- 
dom. 

13 Then Daniel answered 
and said before the king. Let 
thy gifts be to thyself, and 
give thy rewards to another ; 
yet I will read the writing 
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unto the king, and make known 
to him the interpretation. 

14 O thou king, the most 
high God gave Nebachadnez- 
zar thy father a kingdom, and 
majesty, and glory, and hon- 
our : and for the majesty that 
he gave him, all people, nations 
and languages trembled and 
feai'ed before him : whom he 
would he slew ; and whom he 
would he kept alive; and 
whom he would he set up; 
and whom he would he put 
down. 

15 But when his heart was 
lifted up, and his mind hard- 
ened in pride, he was deposed 
from his kingly throne, and 
they took his glory from him : 
and he was driven from the 
sons of men; and his heart was 
made like the beasts, and his 
dwelling was with the wild 
asses : they fed him with grass 
like oxen, and his body was 
wet with the dew of heaven ; 
till he knew that the most 
high God ruled in the kingdom 
of men, and that he appointeth 
over it whomsoever he will. 

16 And thou his son, O 
Belshazzar, hast not humbled 
thy heart, though thou knew- 
est all this ; but hast lifted up 
thyself against the Lord of 
heaven; and they have brought 
the vessels of his house before 
thee; and thou, and thy lords, 
and thy wives, and thy con- 
cubines have drunk wine in 
them; and thou hast praised 



the gods of silver, and gold, of 
brass, iron, wood, and stone, 
which see not, nor hear, nor 
know : and the God in whose 
hand thy breath is, and whose 
ai*e all thy ways, hast thou not 
glorified : then was the part of 
the hand sent from him ; and 
this writing was written. 

17 And this is the writing 
that was written. Mene, mens, 

TEKEL, UPHARSIN. 

18 This is the interpretation 
of the thing : Mene ; God hath 
numbered thy kingdom, and 
finished it. Tekel ; Thou art 
weighed in the balances, and 
art found wanting. Feres; 
Thy kingdom is divided, and 
given to the Medes and Per- 
sians. 

19 Then commanded Bel- 
shazzar, and they clothed 
Daniel with scarlet, and put a 
chain of gold about his neck, 
and made a proclamation con- 
cerning him, that he should 
be the third ruler in the king- 
dom. 

20 In that night was Bel- 
shazzar the king of the Chal- 
deans slain. And Darius the 
Median took the kingdom, 
being about threescore and 
two years old. 



6. 

1 It pleased Darius to set 
over the kingdom a hundred 
and twenty princes, which 
should be over the whole king- 
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domj and, over these, three 
presidents, of whom Daniel 
was first; that the princes 
might give accounts unto them, 
and the king should have no 
damage. 

2 Then this Daniel was 
preferred above the presidents 
and princes, because an excel- 
lent spirit was in him; and 
the king thought to set him 
over the whole realm. 

3 Then the presidents and 
princes sought to find occasion 
against Daniel concerning the 
kingdom ; but they could find 
none occasion nor fault, foras- 
much as he was faithful, nei- 
ther was there any error or 
fault found in him. Then said 
these men. We shall not find 
any occasion against this Da- 
niel, except we find it against 
him concerning the law of his 
God. 

4 Then these presidents and 
princes assembled together to 
the king, and said thus unto 
him. King Darius, live for 
ever. All the presidents of 
the kingdom, the governors, 
and the princes, the counsel- 
lors, and the captains, have 
consulted together to establish 
a royal statute, and to make a 
firm decree, that whosoever 
shall ask a petition of any god 
or man for thirty days, save of 
thee, O king, he shall be cast 
into the den of lions. 

5 Now, O king, establish 
the decree, and sign the writ- 



ing, that it be not changed, 
according to the law of the 
Modes and Persians, which 
altereth not. Wherefore king 
Darius signed the writing and 
the decree. 

6 Now when Daniel knew 
that the writing was signed, 
he went into his house : and, 
his windows being open in his 
chamber toward Jerusalem, he 
kneeled upon his knees three 
times a day, and prayed, and 
gave thanks before his Grod, 
as he did aforetime. 

7 Then these men assembled, 
and found Daniel praying and 
making supplication before his 
God. Then they came near, 
and spake before the king con- 
cerning the king's decree ; 
Hast thou not signed a decree, 
that every man that shall ask 
a petition of any god or man 
within thirty days, save of 
thee, O king, shall be cast into 
the den of lions? The king 
answered and said. The thing 
is true, according to the law 
of the Medes and Persians, 
which alteretL not. 

8 Then answered they and 
said before the king. That 
Daniel, which is of the children 
of the captivity of Judah, 
regardeth not thee, O king, 
nor the decree that thou hast 
signed, but maketh his petition 
three times a day. 

9 Then the king, when he 
heard these words, was sore 
displeased with himself, and 
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set his heart on Daniel to 
deliver him : and he laboured 
till the going down of the son 
to deliver him. 

10 Then these men assem- 
bled unto the king, and said 
unto the king, Know, O king, 
that the law of the Modes and 
Persians is, that no decree nor 
statute which the king e^tab- 
iisheth may be changed. Then 
the king commanded, and they 
brought Daniel, and cast him 
into the den of lions. 

11 Now the king spake and 
said unto Daniel, Thy God 
whom thou servest continually, 
he will deliver thee. And a 
stone was brought, and laid 
upon the mouth of the ^den ; 
and the king sealed it with his 
own signet, and with the signet 
of his lords ; that the purpose 
might not be changed concern- 
ing Daniel. 

12 Then the king went to 
Ills palace, and passed the night 
fasting: neither were instru- 
ments of music brought before 
liim : and his sleep went from 
him. 

13 Then the king arose very 
early in the morning, and went 
in haste unto the den of lions. 
And when he came to the den, 
lie cried with a lamentable 
voice unto Daniel : and the 
king spake and said to Daniel, 
O Daniel, servant of the living 
God, is thy God, whom thou 



servest continually, able to de- 
liver thee from the lions 1 

14 Then said Daniel unto 
the king, O king, live for ever. 
My God hath sent lus angel, 
and hath shut the lions' mouths, 
that they have not hurt me : 
forasmuch as before him inno- 
cency was found in me; and 
also before thee, O king, have 
I done no hurt. 

15 Then was the king ex- 
ceeding glad for him, and com- 
manded that they should take 
Daniel up out of the den. So 
Daniel was taken up out of 
the den, and no manner of 
hurt was found upon him, be- 
cause he believed in his God. 

16 Then king Darius wrote 
unto all people, nations, and 
languages, that dwell in all the 
earth; Peace be multiplied 
unto you. I make a decree, 
that in every dominion of my 
kingdom men tremble and fear 
before the God of Daniel : for 
he is the living God, and sted- 
fast for ever, and his kingdom 
that which shall not be de- 
stroyed, and his dominion shall 
be even unto the end. 

17 He delivereth and rescu* 
eth, and he worketh signs and 
wonders in heaven and in earth, 
who hath delivered Daniel from 
the power of the lions. 

18 So this Daniel prospered 
in the reign of Darius, and in 
the reign of Cyrus the Persian. 
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HOSEA. 

Hosea and the writers that follow are called ''The minor prophets '' ; 
but some of their Books are amongst the oldest in the Bible : though, 
as usual, even these small Books are frequently made up of fragments 
written at different times, or by different persons. Nearly all of them 
treat of the miseries supposed to have been brought upon the nation 
by Jehovah, in order to punish them for unfaithfulness to Him. 

1 The word of the Lord 
that came unto Hosea, the son 
of Beeri, in the days of Uzziah, 
Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, 
kings of Judah, and in the 
days of Jeroboam the son of 
Joash, king of Israel. 

2 Hear the word of the 
Lord, ye children of Israel: 
for the Lord hath a contro- 
versj with the inhabitants of 
the land, because there is no 
truth, nor mercj, nor know- 
ledge of God in the land. 

3 By swearing, and lying, 
and killing, and stealing, and 
committing adultery, they 
break out, and blood toucheth 
blood. ^ Therefore shall the 
land mourn, and every one that 
dwelleth therein shall languish, 
with the beasts of the field, and 
with the fowls of heaven; yea, 
the fishes of the sea also shall 
be taken away. 

4 My people are destroyed 
for lack of k no wledge. Because 
thou hast rejected knowledge, 
I will also reject thee, that thou 
shalt be no priest to me. See- 



ing thou hast forgotten the 
law of thy God, I will also 
forget thy children. 

5 As they were increased, 
so they sinned against me: 
therefore will I change their 
glory into shame. They eat 
up the sin of my people, and 
they set their heart on their 
iniquity. And there shall be, 
like people, like priest : and I 
will punish them for their 
ways, and reward them their 
doings. 

6 Come, and let us return 
unto the Lord : for he hath 
torn, and he will heal us ; he 
hath smitten, and he will bind 
us up. After two days^ will 
he revive us : in the third day 
he will raise us up, and we 
shall live in his sight. Then 
shall we know, if we follow on 
to know the Lord: his going 
forth is prepared as the morn- 
ing; and he shall come unto 
us as the rain, as the latter 
and former rain unto the earth. 

7 O Ephraim, what shall I 
I do unto thee 1 O Judah, what 



^ There is, probably, some allusion here to the frequency of the crime 
of murder. 

* Periods or epochs of some kind, and not ordinary days, are here 
indicated. 

17 
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ahall I do unto theel for your 
goodness is as a morning cloud, 
and as the early dew it goeth 
away. For I desired mercy, 
and not sacrifice; and the 
knowledge of God more than 
burnt offerings. But they 
like men have transgressed the 
covenant: there have they 
dealt treacherously against me. 

8 When Israel was a child, 
then I loved him, and called 
my son out of Egypt ^ As 
they called them, so they went 
from them : ^ they sacrificed 
unto Baalim, and burned in- 
cense to graven images. I 
taught Ephraim also to go, 
taking them by their arms; 
but they knew not that I 
healed them. 

9 O Israel, return unto the 
Lord thy God ; for thou hast 
fisdlen by thy iniquity. Take 
with you words, and turn to 
the Lord : say unto him, Take 
away all iniquity, and receive 
us graciously. 



10 I will heal their back- 
sliding, I will love them freely: 
for mine anger is turned away 
from him. I will be as the 
dew unto Israel : he shall grow 
as the lily, and cast forth his 
roots as Lebanon; his branches 
shall spread, and his beauty 
shall be as the olive tree, and 
his smell as Lebanon: They 
that dwell under his shadow 
shall return ; they shall revive 
as the com, and grow as the 
vine: the scent thereof shall 
be as the wine of Lebanon. 

11 Ephraim shall say. What 
have I to do any more with 
idols) I have heard him, and 
observed him : I am like a 
green fir tree. From me is 
thy fruit found.* 

12 Who is wise, and he 
shall understand these things? 
prudent, and he shall know 
themi for the ways of the 
Lord are right, and the just 
shall walk in them : but the 
transgressors shall fall therein. 



^ Here is a beautiful instance of the very frequent references to the 
nation as a person. In the Book of Isaiah and elsewhere, the nation is 
called €k>d'8 *' servant," and is spoken of and spoken to as though it 
were a person. Here the reference is clearly to the beginning of the 
nation in Egypt. 

^ The meaning probably is, that the more they were called by God's 
messengers, the more they wandered away into idolatrous courses. 

^ Here, as in verse 10, it is God who is represented as speaking : but 
it is probably Ephraim who compares himself to a floiuishing fig tree ; 
and upon that comes the reply that this also is of God. 
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JOEL. 

All throagh this Book, f amiae and the invading Assyrians, Edomites, or 
PhiUstmes are referred to as God's judgments on the people's sins. 

1 Thb word of the Lord 



that came to Joel the son of 
Pethuel. 

2 Hear this, ye old men, 
and give ear, all ye inhabitai^ts 
of the land. Hath this been 
in your days, or even in the 
days of your fathers? Tell 
ye your children of it, and let 
your children tell their child- 
ren, and their children another 
generation. That which the 
palmerworm hath left hath the 
locust eaten ; and that which 
the locust hath left hath the 
canker worm eaten; and that 
which the cankerworm hath 
left hath the caterpillar eaten. 

3 Awake, ye drunkards, and 
weep ; and howl, all ye drink- 
ers of wine, because of the new 
wine; for it is cut off from 
your mouth. For a nation is 
come up upon my land, strong, 
and without number, whose 
teeth are the teeth of a lion, 
and he hath the cheek teeth 
of a great lion. He hath laid 
my vine waste, and barked my 
fig tree : he hath made it clean 
bare, and cast it away ; the 
branches thereof are made 
white, jf 

4 Lament like a virgin 
girded with sackcloth for the 
husband of her youth. The 
meat offering and the drink 



offering is cut off from the 
house of the Lord ; the priests, 
the Lord's ministers, mourn. 
The field is wasted, the land 
mourneth; for the corn is 
wasted ; the new wine is dried 
up, the oil languisheth. 

5 Be ye ashamed, O ye hus- 
bandmen; howl, O ye vine- 
dressers, for the wheat and for 
the barley; because the har- 
vest of the field is perished. 
The vine is dried up, and the 
fig tree languisheth ; the pome- 
granate tree, the palm tree 
also, and the apple tree, even 
all the trees of the field, are 
withered : because joy is wi- 
thered away from the sons ol' 
men. 

6 Gird yourselves, and la- 
ment, ye priests : howl, ye 
ministers of the altar : come, 
lie all night in sackcloth, ye 
ministers of my God : for the 
meat offering and the drink 
offering is withh olden from 
the house of your God. Sanc- 
tify ye a fast, call a solemn 
assembly, gather the elders and 
all the inhabitants of the land 
into the house of the Lord 
your God, and cry unto the 
Lord, 

7 Alas for the day ! for the 
day of the Lord is at hand, 
and as a destruction from the 
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Almighty shall it come. Is 
not the meat cut off before 
our ejeSy yea, joy and gladness 
from the house of our Godi 
The seed is rotten under their 
clods, the garners are laid de- 
solate, the barns are broken 
down, for the com is withered. 
How do the beasts groan 1 the 
herds of cattle are perplexed, 
because they have no pasture ; 
yea, the flocks of sheep are 
made desolat-e. 

8 O Lord, to thee will I 
cry ; for the fire hath devoured 
the pastures of the wilderness, 
and the flame hath burned all 
the trees of the field. The 
beasts of the field cry also unto 
thee : for the rivers of waters 
are dried up, and the fire hath 
devoured the pastures of the 
wilderness. 

9 Blow ye the trumpet in 
Zion, and sound an alarm 
in my holy mountain : for 
the day of the Lord cometh, 
it is nigh at hand ; a day of 
darkness and of gloominess, 
a day of clouds and of thick 
darkness, as the morning 
spread upon the mountains: 
a great people and a strong -^ 
there hath not been ever the 
like, neither shall be any more 
after it, even to the years of 
many generations. 

10 A fire devoureth before 
them; and behind them a flame 



bumeth : the land is as the 
garden of Eden before them, 
and behind them a desolate 
wilderness; yea, and nothing 
shall escape them. The ap- 
pearance of them is as the 
appearance of horses ; and as 
horsemen, so shall they run. 
Like the noise of chariots on 
the tops of mountains shall 
they leap, like the noise of a 
flame of fire that devoureth 
the stubble, as a strong people 
set in battle array. 

11 Before their face the peo- 
ple shall be much pained ; all 
faces shall gather blackness. 
They shall run like mighty 
men ; they shall climb the wall 
like men of war: and they 
shall march every one on his 
ways, and they shall not break 
their ranks : neither shall one 
thrust another; they shall 
walk every one in his path : 
and when they fall upon the 
sword, they shall not be 
wounded. 

12 They shall run to and 
fro in the city : they shall run 
upon the wall, they shall 
cUmb up upon the houses; 
they shall enter in at the win- 
dows like a thief. The earth 
shall quake before them ; the 
heavens shall tremble; the 
sun and the moon shall be 
dark, and the stars shall with- 
draw their shining : 



^ Or, as the dusk lies upon the mountains^ a grecU people and a strong 
cometh. 
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13 And the Lord shall utter 
his voice before his army : for 
his camp is very great : for he 
is strong that executeth his 
word : for the day of the Lord 
is great and very terrible : and 
who can abide it 1 

14 Therefore also now, saith 
the Lord, turn ye even to me 
with all your heart, and with 
fiisting, and with weeping, and 
with mourning : and rend your 
heart, and not your garments, 
and turn unto the Lord your 
God: for he is gracious and 
merciful, slow to anger,' and of 
great kindness, and repenteth 
him of the evil. Who know- 
eth if he will return and re- 
pent, and leave a blessing 
behind him, even a meat offer- 
ing and a drink offering unto 
the Lord your God 1 

15 Blow the trumpet in 
Zion, sanctify a fast, call a 
solemn assembly. Let the 
priests, the ministers of the 
Lord, weep between the porch 
and the altar, and let them 
say. Spare thy people, O Lord, 
and give not thy heritage to 
reproach, that the heathen 
should rule over them : where- 
fore should they say among 
the people. Where is their 
Godi 

16 Then will the Lord be 
jealous for his land, and pity 
his people. Tea, the Lord 
wm answer and say unto his 
people, Behold, I will send 
you com, and wine, and 



oU, and ye shall be satisfied 
therewith: and I will no 
more make you a reproach 
among the heathen. And ye 
shall eat in plenty, and be 
satisfied, and praise the name 
of the Lord your God, that 
hath dealt wondrously with 
you : and my people shall 
never be ashamed. And ye 
shall know that I am in the 
midst of Israel, and that I am 
the Lord your God, and none 
else : and my people shall 
never be ashamed. 

17 And it shall come to 
pass afterward, that I will 
pour out my spirit upon all 
flesh ; and your sons and your 
daughters shall prophesy: your 
old men shall dream dreams, 
your young men shall see 
visions : and also upon the 
servants and upon the hand- 
maids in those days will I pour 
out my spirit 

1 8 And I will shew wonders 
in the heavens and in the 
earth, blood, and fire, and pil- 
lars of smoke. The sun shall 
be turned into darkness, and 
the moon into blood, before 
the great and the terrible day 
of the Lord come» And it 
shall come to pass, that who- 
soever shall call on the name 
of the Lord shall be delivered; 
for in mount Zion and in 
Jerusalem shall be deliverance, 
as the Lord hath said, and in 
the remnant whom the Lord 
shall call. 
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AMOS. 



1 The words of Amos, who 
was among the herdmen of 
Tekoa, which he saw concern- 
ing Israel in the days of TJzziah 
king of Judah, and in the days 
of Jeroboam the son of Joash 
king of Israel, two years be- 
fore the earthquake. 

2 The Lord will roar from 
Zion, and utter his voice from 
Jerusalem; and the habita- 
tions of the shepherds shall 
mourn, and the top of Carmel 
shall wither. 

3 Thus saith the Lord, For 
three transgressions of Damas- 
cus, and for four, I will not 
turn away the punishment 
thereof; because they have 
threshed Gilead with threshing 
instruments of iron : but I will 
send a fire into the house of 
Hazael, which shall devour 
the palaces of Ben-hadad. I 
will break also the bar of Dam- 
ascus, and cut off the inhabi- 
tant from the plain of Aven, 
and him that holdeth the scep- 
tre from the house of Eden : 
and the people of Syria shall 
go into captivity unto Kir, 
saith the Lord. 

4 Thus saith the Lord, For 
three transgressions of Gaza, 
and for four, I will not turn 
away the punishment thereof; 
because they carried away cap- 
tive the whole captivity, to 
deliver them up to Edom : but 



I will send a fire on the wall 
of Gaza, which shall devour 
the palaces thereof; and I wUl 
cut off the inhabitant from 
Ashdod, and him that holdeth 
the sceptre from Ashkelon, and 
I will turn my hand against 
Ekron : and the remnant of 
the Philistines ehall perish, 
saith the Lord God. 

5 Thus saith the Lord, For 
three transgressions of Tyrus, 
and for four, I will not turn 
away the punishment thereof; 
because they delivered up the 
whole captivity to Edom, and 
remembered not the brotherly 
covenant : but I wOl send a 
fire on the wall of Tyrus, 
which shall devour the psJaces 
thereof. 

6 Thus saith the Lord, For 
three transgressions of Edom, 
and for four, I will not turn 
away the punishment thereof; 
because he did pursue his 
brother with the sword, and 
did cast off all pity, and his 
anger did tear perpetually, and 
he kept his wrath for ever: 
but I will send a fire upon 
Teman, which shall devour the 
palaces of Bozrah. 

7 Thus saith the Lord, For 
three transgressions of the 
children of Ammon, and for 
four, I will not turn away the 
punishment thereof ; but I will 
kindle a fire in the wall of 



( 266 ) 



Habbah, and it shall devour 
the palaces thereof, with shout- 
ing in the day of battle, with 
a tempest in the day of the 
whirlwind : and their king 
shall go into captivity, he and 
his princes together, saith the 
Ijord. 

8 Thus saith the Lord, For 
three transgressions of Moab, 
and for four, I will not turn 
away the punishment thereof; 
because he burned the bones 

' of the king of Edom into lime : 
but I will send a fire upon 
Moab, and it shall devour the 
palaces of Kirioth : and Moab 
shall die with tumult, with 
shouting, and with the sound 
of the trumpet : and I will cut 
off the judge from the midst 
thereof, and will slay all the 
princes thereof with him, saith 

. the Lord. 

9 Thus ^th the Lord, For 
three transgressions of Judah, 
and for four, I will not turn 
away the punishment thereof; 
because they have despised the 
law of the Lord, and have not 
kept his commandments, and 
their lies caused them to err, 
after the which their fathers 
have walked : but I will send 
a fire upon Judah, and it shall 
devour the palaces of Jeru- 
salem. 



10 Thus saith the Lord, For 
three trangressions of Israel, 
and for four, I will not turn 
away the punishment thereof; 
because they sold the righteous 
for silver, and the poor for a 
pair of shoes ; that pant after 
the dust of the earth on the 
head of the poor,^ and turn 
aside the way of the meek: 
and they lay themselves down 
upon clothes laid to pledge by 
every altar, and they drink the 
wine of the condemned in the 
house of their god.^ 

11 Yet destroyed I the Am- 
orite before them, whose height 
was like the height of the ce- 
dars, and he was strong as the 
oaks ; yet I destroyed his fruit 
from above, and his roots from 
beneath. Also, I brought you 
up from the land of Egypt, and 
led you forty years through 
the wilderness, to possess the 
land of the Amorite. And I 
raised up of your sons for pro- 
phets, and of your young men 
for Kazarites. Is it not even 
thus, O ye children of Israel ? 
saith the Lord. But ye gave 
the Kazarites wine to drink ; 
and commanded the prophets, 
saying. Prophesy not. 

12 Behold, I am pressed 
under you, as a cart is pressed 
that is full of sheaves. There- 



^ Or, they long to have the poor down in the dust, 

* The meaning is, that they kept the clothes of the poor people who 
pledged them for eacrificial offerlDgs ; and drank wine got by the ex- 
action of fines. 
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fore the flight shall perish from 
the swift, and the strong shall 
not strengthen his force, nei- 
ther shall the mighty deliver 
himself, neither shall he stand 
that handleth the bow ; and 
he that is swift of foot shall 
not deliver himself, neither 
shall he that rideth the horse 
deliver himself; and he that is 
courageous among the mighty 
shall flee away naked in that 
day, saith the Lord. 

13 Hear this word that the 
Lord hath spoken against you, 
O children of Israel, against the 
whole family which I brought 
up from the land of Egypt, 
saying, You only have I known 
of all the families of the earth : 
therefore I will punish you for 
all your iniquities. 

14 1 saw the Lord standing 
upon the altar: and he said. 
Smite the lintel of the door, 
that the posts may shake : and 
cut them in the head, all of 
them ; and I will slay the last 
of them with the sword : he 
that fleeth of them shall not 
flee away, and he that escapeth 
of them shall not be delivered. 

15 Though they dig into 
hell, thence shall my hand 
take them ; though they climb 
up to heaven, thence will I 
bring them down : and though 
they hide themselves in the 
top of Carmel, I will search 
and take them out thence ; 
and though they be hid from 
my sight in the bottom of the 



sea, thence will I command the 
serpent, and he shall bite them: 
and though they go into cap- 
tivity before their enemies, 
thence will I command the 
sword, and it shall slay them : 
and I will set mine eyes upon 
them for evil, and not for 
good. 

16 Behold, the eyes of the 
Lord Crod are upon the sinful 
kingdom, and I will destroy it 
from off the face of the earth ; 
saving that I will not utterly 
destroy the house of Jacob, 
saith the Lord. For, lo, I will 
command, and I will sift the 
house of Israel among all na- 
tions, like as corn is sifted in 
a sieve, yet shall not the least 
grain fall upon the earth. All 
the sinners of my people shall 
die by the sword, which say. 
The evil shall not overtake nor 
prevent us. 

17 In that day will I raise 
up the tabernacle of David 
that is fallen, and close up the 
breaches thereof; and I will 
raise up his ruins, and I will 
build it as in the days of old : 
that they may possess the 
remnant of Edom, and of all 
the heathen, which are called 
by my name, saith the Lord 
that doeth thia 

18 Behold, the days come, 
saith the Lord, that the plow- 
man shall overtake the reaper, 
and the treader of grapes him 
that soweth seed ; and the 
mountains shall drop sweet 
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wine, and all the hills i^hall 
melt.^ 

19 And I will bring again 
the captivity of my people of 
Israel, and they shall build 
the waste cities, and inhabit 
them ; and they shall plant 
vineyards, and drink the wine 



thereof ; they shall also make 
gardens, and eat the fniit of 
them. And I will plant them 
upon their land, and they shall 
no more be pulled up out of 
their land which I have given 
them, saith the Lord thy 
God. 



OBADIAH. 

In this Book, the prophet reproaches the people of Edom for standing 
by when ** Jacob" or **Jadah'* was invaded and destroyed. He 
predicts a like calamity for them. 

1 The vision of 0()adiah. 

2 Thus saith the Lord God 
concerning Edom, We have 
heard a rumour from the Lord, 
and an ambassador is sent 
among the heathen, Arise ye, 
and let us rise up against her 
in battle. Behold, I have 
made thee small among the 
heathen : thou art greatly des- 
pised. 

3 The pride of thy heart 
hath deceived thee, thou that 
dwellest in the clefts of the 
rock, whose habitation is high; 
that saith in his heart, Who 
shall bring me down to the 
ground? Though thou exalt 
thyself as the eagle, and 
though thou set thy nest 
among the stars, thence will I 
bring thee down, saith the 
Lord. 



4 If thieves came to thee, 
if robbers by night, (how art 
thou cut off !) would they not 
have stolen till they had 
enough ) if the grapegatherers 
came to thee, would they not 
leave some grapes 1 How are 
the things of Esau^ searched 
out ! how are his hidden things 
sought up! 

5 All the men of thy con- 
federacy have brought thee 
even to the border : the men 
that were at peace with thee 
have deceived thee, and pre- 
vailed against thee ; they that 
eat thy bread have laid a 
wound^ under thee: there is 
none understanding in him. 

6 Shall I not in that day, 
saith the Lord, even destroy 
the wise men out of Edom, 
and understanding out of the 



' Grapes were grown on the sides of mountains ; and the promise 
indicates overwhelming abundance. 
^ It was believed that Esau was the founder of Edom. 
' Or, snare. 
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foomit of Eflaaf And thj 
miglitj men, O Teman, shall 
be dismajed, to the &id that 
eveiy one of the mount of 
Esan maj be cat off by 
fllanghter. 

7 For thy violence against 
thj brother Jacob, shame shall 
cover thee, and thoa shalt be 
cut off for ever. In the day 
that thou stoodest on the other 
Hide, in the daj that the 
strangers carried away captive 
his forces, and foreigners en- 
tered into his gates, and cast 
lots npon Jerusalem, even 

.thou wast as one of them. 
Bnt then shonldest not have 
looked on the day of thy 
brother in the day that he 
became a stranger; neither 
shoaldest thou have rejoiced 
over the children of Judah in 
in the day of their destruction; 
neither shouldest thou have 
spoken proudly in the day of 
distress. 

8 Thou shouldest not have 
entered into the gate of my 
people in the day of their 
calamity ; yea, thou shouldest 
not have looked on their afflic- 
tion in the day of their calam- 
ity, nor have laid hands on 
their substance in the day of 
their calamity; neither should- 
est thou have stood in the 
orossway, to cut off those of 
his that did escape; neither 
shouldest thou have delivered 



up those of his thai did re- 
main in the day of distressL 

9 The day of the Lord is 
near upon all the heathen. As 
thou hast done, it shall be 
done onto thee: thy reward 
shall retom upon thine own 
head. 

10 But npon mount 2iion 
shall be deliverance, and there 
shall be holiness; and the 
house of Jacob shall possess 
their possessions. Ahd the 
house of Jacob shall be a fire, 
and the house of Joseph a 
flame, and the house of Esau 
for stubble, and they shall 
kindle in them, and devour 
them ; and there shall not be 
any remaining of the house of 
Esau ; for the Lord hath spoken 
it. 

11 And they of the south 
shall possess the mount of 
Esau ; and they of the plain 
the Philistines: and they shall 
possess the fields of Ephraim, 
and the fields of Samaria : and 
Betijamin shall possess Gilead. 
And the captivity of this host 
of the children of Israel shall 
possess that of the Canaanites, 
even unto Zarephath ; and the 
captivity of Jerusalem, which 
is in Sepharad, shall possess 
the cities of the south. And 
saviours shall come up on 
mount Zion to judge the mount 
of Esau ; and the kingdom shall 
be the Lord's. 
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JONAH. 



1 Now the word of the Lord 
came unto Jonah the son of 
Amittai, saying, Arise, go to 
Kineveh, that great city, and 
cry against it ; for their wicked- 
ness is come up before me. 

2 Bat Jonah rose up to flee 
onto Tarshish from the pres- 
ence of the Lord, and went 
down to Joppa j and he found 
a ship going to Tarshish: so 
he paid the fare thereof, and 
went down into it, to go with 
them unto Tarshish from the 
presence of the Lord. 

3 But the Lord sent out a 
great wind into the sea, and 
there was a mighty tempest in 
the sea, so that the ship was 
like to be broken. Then the 
mariners were afraid, and cried 
every man unto his God, and 
cast forth the wares that were 
in the ship into the sea, to 
lighten it of them. But Jonah 
was gone down into the sides 
of the shipj and he lay, and 
was fast asleep. So the ship- 
master came to him, and said 
unto him, What meanest thou, 
O sleeper ? arise, call upon thy 
God, if so be that G<)d will 
think upon us, that we perish 
not. 

4 And they said every one 
to his fellow. Come, let us cast 
lots, that we may know for 
whose cause this evil is upon 
us. So they cast lots, and the 



lot fell upon Jonah. Then 
said they unto him. Tell us, 
we pray thee, for whose cause 
this evil is upon us ; What is 
thine occupation ? and whence 
comest thou? what is thy coun- 
try? and of what people art 
thou ? And he said unto them, 
I am a Hebrew; and I fear 
the Lord, the God of heaven, 
which hath made the sea and 
the dry land. 

5 Then were the men ex- 
ceedingly afraid, and said unto 
him. Why hast thou done this? 
For the men knew that he fled 
from the presence of the Lord, 
because he had told them. 
Then said they unto him. 
What shall we do unto thee, 
that the sea may be calm unto 
us? for the sea wrought, and 
was tempestuous. And he 
said unto them. Take me up, 
and cast me forth into the sea; 
so shall the sea be calm unto 
you : for I know that for my 
sake this great tempest is 
upon you. 

6 Nevertheless the men 
rowed hard to bring it to the 
land ; but they could not : for 
the sea wrought, and was tem- 
pestuous against them. Where- 
fore they cried unto the Lord, 
and said. We beseech thee, O 
Lord, we beseech thee, let us 
not perish for this man's life, 
and lay not upon us innocent 
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blood ; for thou, Q Lord, hast 
done as it pleased thee. 

7 So they took ap Jonah, 
and cast him forth into the 
sea : and the sea ceased from 
her racing. Then the men 
feared the Lord exceedingly, 
and offered a sacrifice anto the 
Lord, and made vows. 

8 Now the Lord had pre- 
pared a great fish to swallow 
up Jonah. And Jonah was 
in the belly of the fish three 
dajs and three nights. 

9 Then Jonah prayed unto 
the Lord his God out of the 
fish's belly, and the Lord spake 
unto the fish, and it vomited 
out Jonah upon the dry land. 

10 And the word of the 
Lord came unto Jonah the 
second time, saying. Arise, go 
unto Nineveh, that great city, 
and preach unto it the preach- 
ing that I bid thee. 

11 So Jonah arose, and went 
unto Nineveh, according to the 
word of the Lord. Now Nine- 
veh was an exceeding great 
city of three days* journey. 
And Jonah began to enter 
into the city a day's journey, 
and he cried, and said. Yet 
forty days, and Nineveh shall 
be overthrown. 

12 So the people of Nineveh 
believed God, and proclaimed 
a fast, and put oiv^sackcloth, 
from the greatest of them even 
to the least of them : for word 
came unto the king of Nineveh, 
and he arose from his throne. 



and he laid his robe from him, 
and covered him with sack- 
cloth, and sat in ashes. 

13 And he caused it to 
be proclaimed and published 
through Nineveh by the decree 
of the king and his nobles, 
saying. Let neither man nor 
beast, herd nor flock, taste 
any thing : let them not feed, 
nor drink water : but let man 
and beast be covered with 
sackcloth, and cry mightily 
unto God : yea, let them turn 
every one from his evil way, 
and from the violence that is 
in their handa Who can tell 
if God will turn and repent^ 
and turn away from his fierce 
anger, that we perish not ? 

14 And God saw their 
works, that they turned from 
their evil way; and Ckxi re- 
pented of the evil that he had 
said that he would do unto 
them ; and he did it not. 

15 But it displeased Jonah 
exceedingly, and he was very 
angry; and he prayed unto 
the Lord, and said, I pray thee, 

Lord, was not this my say- 
ing, when I was yet in my 
country? Therefore I fled 
before unto Tarshish: for I 
knew that thou art a gracious 
God, and merciful, slow to 
anger, and of great kindness, 
and repentest thee of the evil. 
Therefore now, O Lord, take, 

1 beseech thee, my life from 
me j for it is better for me to 
die than to live. 



( 261 ) 



16 Then said the Lord, 
Doest thou well to be angry ? 
So Jonah went out of the cit j, 
and sat on the east side of the 
city, and there made him a 
booth, and sat under it in the 
shadow, till he might see what 
would become of the city. 

17 And the Lord God pre- 
pared a gourd, and made it to 
come up over Jonah, that it 
might be a shadow over his 
head, to deliver him from his 
grief. So Jonah was exceeding 
glad of the gourd. But God 
prepared a worm when the 
morning rose the next day, 
and it smote the gourd that it 
withered. 

18 And it came to pass, 
when the sun did arise, that 
God prepared a vehement east 



wind ; and the sun beat upon 
the head of Jonah, that he 
fainted, and wished in himself 
to die, and said, It is better 
for me to die than to live. 

19 And God said to Jonah, 
Doest thou well to be angry 
for the gourd ? And he said, 
I do well to be angry even 
unto death. Then said the 
Lord, Thou hast had pity on 
the gourd, for the which thou 
hast not laboured, neither 
madest it grow; which came 
up in a night, and perished in 
a night : and should not I 
spare Nineveh, that great city, 
wherein are more than six 
score thousand persons that 
cannot discern between their 
right hand and their left hand; 
and also much cattle ? 



MICAH. 



1 The word of the Lord 
that came to Micah the Moras- 
thite in the days of Jotham, 
Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of 
Judah, which he saw concern- 
ing Samaria and Jerusalem. 

2 Hear, all ye people; 
hearken, O earth, and all that 
therein is: and let the Lord 
God be witness against you, 
the Lord from his holy temple. 
For, behold, the Lord cometh 
forth out of his place, and will 
come down, and tread upon 



the high places of the earth. 
And the mountains shall ha 
molten under him, and the 
valleys shall be cleft, as wax 
before the fire, and as the 
waters that are poured down 
a steep place. 

3 For the transgression of 
Jacob is all this, and for the 
sins of the house of Israel. 
What is the transgression of 
Jacob? is it not Samaria 1 and 
what are the high places of 
Judah? are they not Jeru- 
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Balem V- Therefore I will make 
Samaria as a heap of the field,^ 
and aa plantings of a vineyard:^ 
and I will pour down the 
stones thereof into the valley, 
and 1 will discover the founda- 
tions thereof. And all the 
graven images thereof shall be 
beaten to pieces, and all the 
hires^ thereof shall be burned 
with the fire, and all the idols 
thereof will I lay desolate. 

4 Woe to them that devise 
iniquity, and work evil upon 
their beds ! when the morning 
is light, they practise it, be- 
cause it is in the power of 
their hands. And they covet 
fields, and take them by viol- 
ence j and houses, and take 
them away : so they oppress a 
man and his house, even a man 
and his heritage. 

5 Therefore thus saith the 
Lord, Behold, against this 
family do I devise an evil, 
from which ye shall not remove 
your necks; neither shall ye 
go haughtily : for this time is 
evil. 

6 Thus saith the Lord con- 
cerning the prophets that make 
my people err, that bite with 
their teeth, and cry, Peace; 
therefore night shall be unto 
you, that ye shall not have a 
vision: and it shall be dark unto 



you, that ye shall not divine ; 
and the sun shall go down over 
the prophets, and the day shall 
be dark over them. Then shall 
the seers be ashamed, and the 
diviners confounded : yea, they 
shall all cover their lips; for 
there is no answer of God. 

7 But in the last days it 
shall come to pass, that the 
mountain of the house of the 
Lord shall be established in 
the top of the mountains, and 
it shall be exalted above the 
hills; and people shall flow 
into it. Ajid many nations 
shall come, and say. Come, and 
let us go up to the mountain 
of the Lord, and to the house 
of the God of Jacob ; and . he 
will teach us of his ways, and 
we will walk in his paths : for 
the law shall go forbh of Zion, 
and the word of the Lord from 
Jerusalem. 

8 And he shall judge among 
many people, and rebuke strong 
nations afar off; and they shall 
beat their swords into plow- 
shares, and their spears into 
pruninghooks : nation shall not 
lift up a sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war 
any mora But they shall sit 
every man under his vine and 
under his fig tree; and none 
shall make them afraid: for 



^ Samaria had become a notorious offender, in relation to idolatry ; 
and, in Jerusalem itself, the idolatrous ''high places" had been set up. 
' Or, heap of atones gathered in tliejield, 

^ Or, a place as hare as a place prepared for the planting of a vineyards 
* Or, profits, or presents. 
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the mouth of the Lord of hosts 
hath spoken it. For all people 
wiU walk evety one in the 
name of his god, and we will 
walk in the name of the Lord 
our God for ever and ever. 

9 In that day, saith the 
Lord, will I assemble her that 
halteth, and I will gather her 
that is d liven out, and her that 
I have afflicted; and I will make 
her that halted a remnant,^ 
and her that was cast far off a 
strong nation : and the Lord 
shall reign over them in mount 
Zion from henceforth, even for 
ever. 

10 Wherewith shall I come 
before the Lord, and bow my- 
self before the high God 1 shall 
I come before him with burnt 
offering, with calves of a year 
old 1 Will the Lord be pleased 
with thousands of rams, or with 
ten thousands of rivers of oil ? 
shall I give my first-born for 
my transgression, the fruit of 
my body for the sin of my soul? 



11 He hath shewed thee, O 
man, what is good, and what 
doth the Lord require of thee, 
but to do justly, and to love 
mercy, and to walk humbly 
with thy God 1 

12 Feed thy people, the 
flock of thy heritage, which 
dwell solitarily in the wood, 
in the midst of Carmel; let 
them feed in Bashan and 
Gilead, as in the days of old. 

13 Who is a God like unto 
thee, that pardoneth iniquity, 
and passeth by the transgres- 
sion of the remnant of his 
heritage? he retaineth not his 
anger for ever, because he de- 
lighteth in mercy. He will 
turn again, he will have com- 
passion upon us; he will subdue 
our iniquities ; and thou wilt 
cast all their sins into the 
depths of the sea. Thou wilt 
perform the truth to Jacob, 
and the mercy to Abraham, 
which thou hast sworn unto 
our fathers from the days of old. 



NAHUM. 



1 The burden^ of Nineveh. 
The book of the vision of Na- 
hum the Elkoshite. 

2 God ia jealous, and the 
Lord revengeth; the Lord 
revengeth, and is furious ; the 



Lord will take vengeance on 
his adversaries, and he reserv- 
eth wrath for his enemies. The 
Lord is slow to anger, and 
great in power, and will not 
at all acquit the wicked ; the 



^ A remnant to be saved from the general destruction. 
' This word is frequently used in the prophetic books. It indicates 
a message, with a suggestion of indictment or sentence in it. 
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Lord hath his waj in the 
whirlwind and in the storm, 
and the clouds are the dast of 
his feet. 

3 He rebnketh the sea, and 
maketh it dry, and drieth np 
all the rivers: Bashan lan- 
p^oisheth, and Carmel, and the 
flower of Lebanon languisheth. 
The mountains quake at him, 
and the hills melt, and the 
earth is burned at his presence, 
yea, the world, and aQ that 
dwell therein. Who can stand 
before his indignation) and 
who can abide in the fierceness 
of his angerl his fury is poured 
out like fire, and the rocks are 
thrown down by him. 

4 The Lord is good, a strong- 
hold in the day of trouble; and 
he knoweth them that trust in 
Mm. But with an overrunning 
flood he will make an utter 
end of the place thereof, and 
darkness shall pursue his ene- 
mies. 

6 Woe to the bloody city ! 
it is all full of lies and robbery ; 
the prey departeth not; the 
noise of a whip, and the noise 
of the rattling of the wheels, 
and of the prancing horses, 
and of the jumping chariots. 
The horseman lifteth up both 
the bright sword and the glit- 
tering spear : and there is a 
multitude of slain, and a great 
number of carcases; and there 



is none end of their corpses ; 
they stumble npon their corpses. 

6 And it shall come to pass, 
that all they that look upon 
thee shall flee from thee, and 
say, Nineveh is laid waste: 
who will bemoan her 1 whence 
shall I seek comforters for 
thee? 

7 Art thou better than 
populous No,^ that was situate 
among the rivers, that had the 
waters round about it, whose 
rampart was the sea, and her 
wall was from theseal Ethiopia 
and Egypt were her strength, 
and it was infinite ; Put^ and 
Lubim^ were thy helpers. Yet 
was she carried away, she went 
into captivity : her young chil- 
dren also were dashed in pieces 
at the top of all the streets : 
and they cast lots for her 
honourable men, and all her 
great men were bound in 
chains. 

8 All thy strongholds shall 
be like fig trees with the first- 
ripe figs; if they be shaken, 
they shall even fall into the 
mouth of the eater. Behold, 
thy people in the midst of thee 
are women : the gates of thy 
land shall be set wide open 
unto thine enemies: the fire 
shall devour thy bars. 

9 Draw thee waters for the 
siege, fortify thy strongholds : 
go into clay, and tread the 



^ Or, Thebes, a city of Egypt. > Or, Phut, a people of Africa. 

' A people of Africa. 
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mortar, make strong the brick- 
kiln. There shall the fire 
devour thee; the sword that 
cut thee off, it shall eat thee 
up like the cankerworm : make 
thyself many as the canker- 
worm, make thyself many as 
the locusts. 

10 Thou hast multiplied thy 
merchants above the stars of 
heaven : the cankerworm spoil- 
eth, and fleeth away. Thy 
crowned are as the locusts, and 
thy captains as the great grass- 
hoppers, which camp in the 
hedges in the cold day, but 



when the sun ariseth they flee 
away, and their place is not 
known where they are. 

11 Thy shepherds slumber, 
O king of Assyria : thy nobles 
shall dwell in the dust: thy 
people is scattered upon the 
mountains, and no man gath- 
ereth them. There is no heal- 
ing of thy bruise ; thy wound 
is grievous : all that hear the 
bruit^ of thee shall clap the 
hands over thee : for upon 
whom hath not thy wickedness 
passed continually 1 



HABAKKUK. 



1 The burden which Ha- 
bakkuk the prophet did see. 

2 O Lord, how long shall I 
cry, and thou wilt not hear] 
even cry out unto thee of 
violence, and thou wilt not 
save 1 why dost thou shew me 
iniquity, and cause me to be- 
hold grievance*? for spoiling 
and violence are before me : 
and there are that raise up 
strife and contention. There- 
fore the law is slacked, and 
judgment doth never go forth ; 
for the wicked doth compass 
about the righteous ; therefore 
wrong judgment proceedeth. 

3 Art thou not from ever- 



lasting, O liord my God, mine 
Holy One? we shall not die. 
Lord, thou hast ordained 
them for judgment;- and, O 
mighty God, thou hast estab- 
lished them for correction. 
Thou art of purer eyes than to 
behold evil, and canst not look 
on iniquity : wherefore lookest 
thou upon them that deal 
treacherously, and boldest thy 
tongue when the wicked de- 
voureth the man that is more 
righteous than he ? 

4 I will stand upon my 
watch, and set me upon the 
tower, and will watch to see 
what he will sav unto me, and 



' Or, tidings. 

^ The invading Chaldees are here referred to, as sent by God, as a 



judgment upon the unfaithful nation. 
18 
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what I shall answer when I 
am reproved. 

5 And the Lord answered 
me and said, Write the vision, 
and make it plain upon tables, 
that he may run that readeth 
it. For the vision is vet for 
an appointed time, but at the 
end it shall speak, and not lie : 
though it tarry, wait for it; 
because it will surely come, it 
will not tarry. 

6 Behold, his soul which is 
lifted up is not upright in him : 
but the just shall live by his 
faith. 

7 Woe to him that buildeth 
a town with blood, and stab- 
lisheth a city by iniquity ! 

8 Behold, is it not of the 
Lord of hosts that the people 
shall labour in^ the very fire,*^ 
and the people shall weary 
themselves for very vanity? 
For the earth shall be filled 
with the knowledge of the 
glory of the Lord, as the 
waters cover the sea. 

9 Woe unto him that saith 
to the wood, Awake : to the 
dumb stone, Arise, it shall 
teach ! Behold, it is laid over 
with gold and silver, and there 
is no breath at all in the midst 
of it. But the Lord is in his 
holy temple : let all the earth 
keep silence before him. 

10 A prayer of Habakkuk 
the prophet. : — 



11 O Lord, I have heard 
thy speech, and was afraid : 
O Lord, revive thy work in 
the midst of the years, in the 
midst of the years make known ; 
in wrath remember mercy. 

12 God came from Teman, 
and the Holy One from mount 
Paran. His glory covered the 
heavens, and the earth was full 
of his praise. And his bright- 
ness was as the light ; he had 
horns ^ coming out of his hand : 
and there was the hiding of 
his power. 

13 Before him went the 
pestilence, and burning coals 
went forth at his feet. He 
stood, and measured the earth ; 
he beheld, and drove asunder 
the nations; and the everlast- 
ing mountains were scattered, 
the perpetual hills did bow : 
his ways are everlasting. 

14 The mountains saw thee, 
and they trembled : the over- 
flowing of the water passed by: 
the deep uttered his voice, and 
lifted up his hands on high. 
The sun and moon stood still 
in their habitation : at the 
light of thine arrows they 
went, and at the shining of thy 
glittering spear. 

1 5 Thou didst march through 
the land in indignation, thou 
didst thresh the heathen in 
anger. Thou wentest forth 
for the salvation of thy people. 



^ Or, /or, 

' The meaning probably is that the people labour only to have their 
works destroyed by fire. ^ Or, rays. 
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even for salvation with thy 
anointed ; thou woundedst the 
head out of the house of the 
wicked, by discovering the 
foundation unto the neck. 

16 Although the fig tree 
shall not blossom, neither shall 
fruit be in the vines 3 the la- 



bour of the olive shall faU, and 
the iields shall yield no meat ; 
the flock shall be cut off from 
the fold, and there shall be no 
herd in the stalls ; yet I will 
rejoice in the Lord, I will 
joy in the God of my salva- 
tion. 



ZEPHANIAH. 



1 The word of the Lord 
which came unto Zephaniah 
the son of Cushi, the son of 
Gedaliah, the son of Amariah, 
the son of Hizkiah, in the days 
of Josiah the son of Amon, 
king of Judah. 

2 I will utterly consume all 
things from off the land, saith 
the Lord. I will consume man 
and beast ; I will consume the 
fowls of the heaven, and the 
fishes of the sea, and the stumb- 
lingblocks with the wicked, 
and I will cut off man from off 
the land, saith the Lord. 

3 I will also stretch out 
my hand upon Judah, and 
upon all the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem ; and I will cut off 
the remnant of Baal from this 
place, and the name of the 
Chemarims^ with the priests ; 
and them that worship the 
host of heaven upon the house- 



tops; and them that worship 
and that swear by the Lord, 
and that swear by Malcham -^ 
and them that are turned back 
from the Lord ; and those that 
have not sought the Lord, nor 
enquii-ed for him. 

4 Hold thy peace at the 
presence of the Lord God : for 
the day of the Lord is at hand : 
for the Lord hath prepared a 
sacrifice, he hath bid his guests. 
And it shall come to pass in 
the day of the Lord's sacrifice, 
that I will punish the princes, 
and the king's children, and 
all such as are clothed with 
strange apparel.^ 

5 And it shall come to pass 
at that time, that I will search 
Jerusalem with candles, and 
punish the men that are settled 
on their lees : ^ that say in 
their heart. The Lord will not 
do good, neither will he do 



1 Or, idolaters, ^ Or, Moloch. 

' What is here denounced is the falling in with foreign ways, even 
in dress. 
* The people without zeal and concern. 
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eviL Therefore their goods 
shall become a bootj, and their 
houses a desolation : thej shaU 
also build houses, but not in- 
habit them : and thej shall 
plant vineyards, but not drink 
the wine thereo£ 

6 The great day of the Lord 
is near, it is near, and hasteth 
greatly, even the voice of the 
day of the Lord : the mighty 
man shall cry there bitterly. 
That day is a day of wrath, a 
day of trouble and distress, a 
day of wasteness and desola- 
tion, a day of darkness and 
gloominess, a day of clouds 
and thick darkness, a day of 
the trumpet and alarm against 
the fenced cities, and against 
the high towers. 

7 And I will bring distress 
upon men, that they shall walk 
like blind men, because they 
have sinned against the Lord : 
and their blood shall be poured 
out as dust, aQd their flesh as 
the dung. Neither their silver 
nor their gold shall be able to 
deliver them in the day of the 
Lord's wrath ; but the whole 
land shall be devoured by the 
fire of his jealousy : for he 
shall make even a speedy rid- 
dance of all them that dwell 
in the land. 

8 This is the rejoicing city 
that dwelt carelessly, that said 
in her heart, I am, and there 
is none beside me : how is she 
become a desolation, a place 
for beasts to lie down in! 



every one that pasaeth by her 
shall hiss, and wag his hand. 

9 Woe to her that is filthy 
and polluted, to the oppressing 
city ! She obeyed not the 
voice; she received not correc- 
tion; she trusted not in the 
Lord ; she drew not near to 
her €U)d. Her princes within 
her are roaring lions; her 
judges are evening wolves; her 
prophets are light and treacher- 
ous persons ; her priests have 
polluted the sanctuary, they 
have done violence to the law. 

10 The just Lord is in the 
midst thereof ; he will not do 
iniquity : every morning doth 
he bring his judgment to light, 
he faileth not ; but the unjust 
knoweth no shame. 

11 I have cut off the na* 
tions : their towers are deso- 
late; I made their streets 
waste, that none passeth by : 
their cities are destroyed, so 
that there is no man, that 
there is none inhabitant. I 
said. Surely thou wilt fear me, 
thou wilt receive instruction ; 
so their dwelling should not 
be cut off, howsoever I pun- 
ished them : but they rose 
early, and corrupted all their 
doings. 

12 Therefore wait ye upon 
me, saith the Lord, until the 
day that I rise up to the prey: 
for my determination is to 
gather the nations, that I may 
assemble the kingdoms, to pour 
upon them my indignation, 
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even all mj fierce anger : for 
all the earth shall be devoured 
with the fire of mj jealousy. 
For then will I turn to the 
people a pure language, that 
they maj all call upon the 
name of the Lord, to serve him 
with one consent. 

13 From beyond the rivers 
of Ethiopia my suppliants, 
even the daughter of my dis- 
persed, shall bring my ofiering. 
In that day shalt thou not be 
ashamed for all thy doings, 
wherein thou hast transgressed 
against me : for then I will 
take away out of the midst of 
thee them that rejoice in thy 
pride, and thou shalt no more 
be haughty because of^ my holy 
mountain. 

14 I will also leave in the 
midst of thee an afflicted and 
poor people, and they shall 
trust in the name of the Lord. 
The remnant of Israel shall 
not do iniquity, nor speak lies ; 
neither shall a deceitful tongue 
be found in their mouth : for 
they shall feed and lie down, 
and none shall make them 
afraid. 

15 Sing, O daughter of Zion, 
shout, O Israel ; be glad and 
rejoice with all the heart, O 



daughter of Jerusalem. The 
Lord hath taken away thy 
judgments, he hath cast out 
thine enemy : the king of Israel, 
even the Lord, is in the midst 
of thee: thou shalt not see 
evil any more. 

16 In that day it shall be 
said to Jerusalem, Fear thou 
not: and to Zion, Let not 
thy hands be slack. The Lord 
thy God in the mid§t of thee 
is mighty; he will save; he 
will rejoice over thee with joy ; 
he will i-est in his love; he will 
joy over thee with singing. 

17 I will gather them that 
are sorrowful for the solemn 
assembly, who are of thee, to 
whom the reproach of it was a 
burden. Behold, at that time 
I will undo all that afflict thee; 
and I will save her that halt- 
eth, and gather her that was 
driven out; and I will get 
them praise and fame in every 
land where they have been put 
to shame. At that time will 
I bring you again, even in the 
time that I gather you : for I 
will make you a name and a 
praise among all people of the 
earth, when I turn back your 
captivity before your eyes, 
saith the Lord. 



' Or, upon. 
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HAGGAI. 



1 In the second year of 
Darius the king, in the sixth 
month, in the first day of the 
month, came the word of the 
Lord by Haggai the prophet 
unto Zerubbabel the son of 
Shealtiel, governor of Jadah, 
and to Joshua the son of Jose- 
dech, the high priest, saying, 
Thus speaketh the Lord of 
hosts, saying. This people say, 
the time is not come, the time 
that the Lord's house ^ should 
be built. 

2 Then came the word of 
the Lord by Haggai the pro- 
phet, saying, Is it time for you, 
O ye, to dwell in your cieled 
houses, and this house lie 
waste? Now therefore thus 
saith the Lord of hosts. Con- 
sider your ways. Ye have 
sown much, and bring in little; 
ye eat, but ye have not enough; 
ye drink, but ye are not filled 
with drink ; ye clothe you, but 
there is none warm ; and he 
that earneth wages eameth 
wages to put it into a bag 
with holes. 

3 Thus saith the Lord of 
hosts. Consider your ways. 
Go up to the mountain, and 
bring wood, and build the 
house; and I will take plea- 
sure in it, and I will be glori- 



fied, saith the Lord. Te looked 
for much, and, lo, it came to 
little ; and when ye brought it 
home, I did blow upon it. 
Why 1 saith the Lord of hosts. 
Because of my house that is 
waste, and ye run every man 
unto his own house. 

4 Therefore the heaven over 
you is stayed from dew, and 
the earth is stayed from her 
fruit. And I called for a 
drought upon the land, and 
upon the mountains, and upon 
the com, and upon the new 
wine, and upon the oil, and 
upon that which the ground 
bringeth forth, and upon men, 
and upon cattle, and upon all 
the labour of the hands. 

5 In the seventh month, in 
the one and twentieth day of 
the month, came the word of 
the Lord by the prophet Hag- 
gai, saying. Speak now to 
Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, 
governor of Judah, and to 
Joshua the son of Josedech, 
the high priest,^ and to the 
residue of the people, saying, 
Who is left among you that 
saw this house in her first 
glory? and how do ye see it 
now ? is it not in your eyes in 
comparison of it as nothing ? 

6 Yet now be strong, O 



1 The temple is here referred to. It was rebuilt by the governor and 
the high priest named in the book. 
3 See the Book of Ezra. 
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Zerubbabel, saith the Lord; 
and be strong, Joshua, son 
of Josedech, the high priest; 
and be strong, all ye people of 
the land, saith the Lord, and 
work; for I am with you, 
saith the Lord of hosts : accord- 
ing to the word that I cove- 
nanted with you when ye came 
out of Egypt, so my spirit re- 
maineth among you: fear ye not. 

7 For thus saith the Lord 
of hosts, Tet once, it is a little 
while, and I will shake the 
heavens, and the earth, and 
the sea, and the dry land ; and 
I will shake all nations, and 
the desire of all nations shall 
come : and I will fill this 
house with glory, saith the 
Lord of hosts. 

8 The silver is mine, and 
the gold is mine, saith the 
Lord of hosts. The glory of 
this latter house shall be greater 
than of the former, saith the 



Lord of hosts; and in thia 
place will I give peace, saith 
the Lord of hosts. 

9 And again the word of 
the Lord came unto Haggai in 
the four and twentieth day of 
the month, saying. Speak to 
Zerubbabel, governor of Judah, 
saying, I will shako the heav- 
ens and the earth ; and I will 
overthrow the throne of king- 
doms, and I will destroy the 
strength of the kingdoms of 
the heathen ; and I will over- 
throw the chariots, and those 
that ride in them; and the 
horses and their riders shall 
come down, every one by the 
sword of his brother. 

10 In that day, saith the 
Lord of hosts, will I take thee, 
O Zerubbabel, my servant, the 
son of Shealtiel, saith the Lord, 
and will make thee as a signet: 
for I have chosen thee, saith 
the Lord of hosts. ^ 



ZECHAEIAH. 

This Book is very fragmentary, and the sentences are frequently un- 
connected. The records in it were probably written by several 
persons, and the effect produced is what we should expect if a 
number of different messages were put together to form a little book. 
This is true, to a considerable extent, of most of these prophetic 
Books. 



1 In the eighth month, in 
the second year of Darius, 
came the word of the Lord 
unto Zechariah, the son of 



Berechiah, the son of Iddo the 
prophet,'saying, The Lord hath 
been sore displeased with your 
fathers : therefore say thou 



^ Here we have another of the many i>rophetic anticipations of the 
triumph and exaltation of the Jewish nation. 
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lonto them, Thus saith the Lord 
of hosts, Turn ye uuto me, 
saith the Lord of hosts, and I 
will turn unto you, saith the 
Lord of hosts. 

2 Be ye not as your fathers, 
unto whom the former prophets 
have cried, saying. Thus saith 
the Lord of hosts, Turn ye 
now from your evil ways, and 
from your evil doings : but 
they did not hear, nor hearken 
unto me saith the Lord. Your 
fathers, where are theyl and 
the prophets, do they live for 
ever 1 But my words and my 
statutes, which I commanded 
my servants the prophets, did 
they not take hold of ^ your fa- 
thers ? and they returned and 
said. Like as the Lord of hosts 
thought to do unto us, accord- 
ing to our ways, and according 
to our doings, so hath he dealt 
with us. 

3 Sing and rejoice, O daugh- 
ter of Zion : for, lo, I come, 
and I will dwell in the midst 
of thee, saith the Lord. And 
many nations shall be joined 
to the Lord in that day, and 
shall be my people : and I will 
dwell in the midst of thee, and 
thou shalt know that the Lord 
of hosts hath sent me unto 
thee. « And the Lord shall in- 
herit Judah, his portion, in 
the holy land, and shall choose 
Jerusalem again. Be silent, 
O all flesh, before the Lord : 



for he is raised up out of his 
holy habitation. 

4 And the word of the Lord 
came unto Zechariah, saying, 
Thus speaketh the Lord of 
hosts, saying, Execute true 
judgment, and shew mercy and 
compassions every man to his 
brother : and oppress not the 
widow, nor the fatherless, the 
stranger, nor the poor; and 
]et none of you imagine evil 
against his brother in your 
heart. 

5 But they refused to hear- 
ken, and pulled away the 
shoulder, and stopped their 
ears, that they should not 
hear. Yea, they made their 
hearts as an adamant stone, 
lest they should hear the law, 
and the words which the Lord 
of hosts hath sent in his spirit 
by the former prophets : there- 
fore came a great wrath from 
the Lord of hosts. Therefore 
it is come to pass, that as he 
cried, and they would not hear, 
so they cried, and I would not 
hear, saith the Lorfl of hosts ; 
but I scattered them with a 
whirlwind among all the na- 
tions whom they knew not. 
Thus the land was desolate 
after them, that no man passed 
through nor returned : for 
they laid the pleasant land 
desolate. 

6 Again the word of the 
Lord of hosts came to me, say- 



^ Or, overtake, in judgment and puniBhment. 
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ing, Thus saith the Lord of 
hosts ; I was jealous for Zion 
with great jealousy, and I was 
jealous for her with great fury. 

7 Thus saith the Lord, I 
am returned unto Zion, and 
will dwell in the midst of Jer- 
usalem : and Jerusalem shall 
be called a city of truth ; and 
the mountain of the Lord of 
hosts the holy mountain. 

8 Thus saith the Lord of 
hosts. There shall yet old men 
and old women dwell in the 
streets of Jerusalem, and every 
man with his staff in his hand 
for very age. And the streets 
of the city shall be full of boys 
and girls playing in the streets 
thereof. 

9 Thus saith the Lord of 
hosts. If it be marvellous in 
the eyes of the remnant of this 
people in these days, should it 
also be marvellous in mine 
eyes 1 saith the Lord of hosts. 

10 Thus saith the Lord of 
hosts. Behold, I will save my 
people from the east country, 
and from the west country ; 
and I will bring them, and 
they shall dwell in the midst 
of Jerusalem : and they shall 
be my people, and I will be 
their God, in truth and in 
righteou8nes& 

1 1 These are the things that 
ye shall do; Speak ye every 
man the truth to his neighbour; 
execute the judgment of truth 
and peace in your gates ; and 
let none of you imagine evil 



in your hearts against his 
neighbour; and love no false 
oath : for all these are things 
that I hate, saith the Lord. 

12 Behold, the day of the 
Lordcometh, and thy spoil 
shall be divided in the midst 
of thee. For I will gather all 
nations against Jerusalem to 
battle; and the city shall be 
taken, and the houses rifled, 
and half of the city shall go 
forth into captivity, and the 
residue of the people shall not 
be cut off from the city. 

13 Then shall the Lord go 
forth, and fight against those 
nations, as when he fought in 
the day of battle : and the 
Lord shall be king over all the 
earth. In that day shall there 
be one Lord, and his name one. 
And men shall dwell in the 
land, and there shall be no more 
utter destruction ; but Jerusa- 
lem shall be safely inhabited. 

14 And it shall come to pass, 
that every one that is left of 
all the nations which came 
against Jerusalem shall even 
go up from year to year to wor- 
ship the king, the Lord of hosts, 
and to keep the feast of taber- 
nacles. 

15 In that day shall there 
be upon the bells of the horses, 
HOLINESS UNTO THE LoBD: and 
the pots in the Lord's house 
shall be like the bowls before 
the altar; yea, every pot in 
Jerusalem and in Judah shall 
be holiness unto the Lord of 
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hosts : and all they that sacri- 
fice shall come and take of 
them, and seethe therein : and 



in that day there shall be no 
more the Oanaanite in the 
house of the Lord of hosts. 



MALACHI. 



1 The burden of the word 
of the Lord to Israel by Ma- 
lachL I have loved you, saith 
the Lord. Yet ye say, Wherein 
hast thou loved us ? Was not 
Esau JacoVs brother? saith 
the Lord : yet I loved Jacob, 
and I hated Esau, and laid his 
mountains and his heritage 
waste for the drasons of the 
wilderness. 

2 Whereas Edom saith. We 
are impoverished, but we will 
return and build the desolate 

E laces ; thus saith the Lord of 
osts, They shall build, but I 
will throw down; and they 
shall call them. The border of 
wickedness, and, The people 
against whom the Lord hath 
indignation for ever. And 
your eyes shall see, and ye shall 
say, The Lord will be magni- 
fied from the border of Israel. 

3 A son honoureth his fa- 
ther, and a servant his master : 
if then I be a father, where is 
mine honour? and if I be a 
master, where is my fear? saith 
the Lord of hosts unto you, O 
priests, that despise my name. 
And ye say, Wherein have we 
despised thy name ? Te offer 



polluted bread upon mine altar; 
and ye say. Wherein have we 
polluted thee ? In that ye say, 
The table of the Lord is con- 
temptible. 

4 And if ye offer the blind 
for sacrifice, is it not evil ? and 
if ye offer the lame and sick, 
is it not evil ? offer it now unto 
thy governor : will he be pleased 
with thee, or accept thy person? 
saith the Lord of hosts. And 
now, I pray you, beseech God 
that he will be gracious unto 
us : this hath been by your 
means: will he regard your 
persons?^ saith the Lord of 
hosts. 

5 Behold, I will send my 
messenger, and he shall prepare 
the way before me: and the 
Lord, whom ye seek, shall sud- 
denly come to his temple, even 
the messenger of the covenant, 
whom ye delight in : behold, 
he shall come, saith the Lord 
of hosts. But who may abide 
the day of his coming? and 
who shall stand when he ap- 
peareth? for he is like a re- 
finer's fire, and like fullers' 
sope: and he shall sit as a 
refiner and purifier of silver : 



Or, this has been done by your hands : totU he specially excuse you ? 
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and he shall purify the sons of 
Leviy and purge them as gold 
and silver, that they may offer 
unto the Lord an offering in 
righteousness. 

6 Then shall the offering of 
Judah and Jerusalem be pleas- 
ant unto the Lord, as in the 
days of old, and as in former 
years. And I will come near 
to you to judgment : and I will 
be a swift witness against the 
sorcerers, and against the adul- 
terers, and against false swear- 
ers, and against those that 
oppress the hireling in his 
wages, the widow, and the 
fatherless, and that turn aside 
the stranger from his right, 
and fear not me, saith the 
Lord of hosts. For I am the 
Lord, I change not ; therefore 
ye sons of Jacob are not con- 
sumed. 

7 Your words have been 
stout against me, saith the 
Lord. Yet ye say. What have 
we spoken so much against 



thee ? Ye have said, It is vain 
to serve God : and what profit 
is it that we have kept his 
ordinance, and that we have 
walked mournfully before the 
Lord of hosts ? And now we 
call the proud happy; yea, 
they that work wickedness are 
set up ; yea, they that tempt 
God are even delivered. 

8 Then they that feared the 
Lord spake often one to an- 
other: and the Lord hearkened, 
and heard it, and a book of 
remembrance was written be- 
fore him for them that feared 
the Lord, and that thought 
upon his name. And they 
shall be mine, saith the Lord 
of hosts, in that day when I 
make up my jewels; and I 
will spare them, as a man 
spareth his own son that serv- 
eth him. Then shall ye return, 
and discern between the right- 
eous and the. wicked, between 
him that serveth God and him 
that serveth him not. 
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